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Abstract
SCH-23390, a selective D-1 dopamine antagonist, was found to antagonize the locomotor
stimulation induced by LY-171555, an action similar to that for haloperidol in control animals.
However, this action of SCH-23390 was prevented in rats treated with 6-hydroxydopamine (6-
OHDA) or with reserpine plus α-methyl-tyrosine pretreatment. These results indicate that the
action of SCH-23390 to antagonize D-2 dopamine receptor actions is dependent upon functional
catecholamine-containing neurons. In contrast to the lack of action of SCH-23390 to antagonize
LY-171555 in 6-OHDA-treated rats, SCH-23390 blocked the locomotor stimulation induced by
SKF-39393, a D-1 dopamine agonist, after this treatment. Thus, D-1 dopamine receptors are
distinct from D-2 receptor sites and can exhibit a behavior similar to that observed when D-2
receptors are stimulated. These data suggest that D-1 receptor sites modulate D-2 dopamine
receptor function through a mechanism dependent upon functionally intact catecholamine-
containing neurons.
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1. Introduction
SCH-23390 is a compound that antagonizes dopamine stimulation of adenylate cyclase
(Iorio et al., 1983) and does not displace radiolabelled butyrophenones from brain
membranes (Hyttel and Christensen, 1983). Further, [3H]SCH-23390 is not displaced from
brain membranes by butyrophenones, phenothizines or other types of neuroleptics (Billard et
al., 1984). Thus, this benzazepine derivative is suggested to be a specific D-1 dopamine
antagonist (Hyttel, 1983). In support of this view, SCH-23390 has been shown to antagonize
the effects of the selective D-1 agonist, SKF-38393 (Setler et al., 1978), which induces
turning after unilateral lesions to the nigrostriatal pathway (Arnt and Hyttel, 1984) and
increases locomotor activity after 6-OHDA treatment (Breese et al., 1985).

In spite of this demonstrated specificity for the D-1 receptor (Billard et al., 1984; Molloy
and Waddington, 1984; Breese et al., 1985), SCH-23390 also antagonizes the effects of
directly acting dopamine agonists that are also antagonized by compounds classified as D-2
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dopamine receptor antagonists (Iorio et al., 1983; Christensen et al., 1984a,b; Mailman et al.,
1984; Breese et al., 1985). However, several investigators have demonstrated that the
blocking action of SCH-23390 against D-2 dopamine agonists is reduced in 6-OHDA-
treated rats (Christensen et al., 1984a,b; Breese et al., 1985). Since SCH-23390 effectively
blocks the D-1 agonist, SKF-38393, in 6-OHDA-treated rats, the data suggest that in control
rats SCH-23390 is not acting directly on the D-2 receptor site to antagonize the effects of
dopamine agonists (Breese et al., 1985).

The present study examined the action of SCH-23390 against a specific D-2 dopamine
agonist, LY-171555 (Tsuruta et al., 1981), in control rats and in 6-OHDA-treated rats
(Breese et al., 1985). This investigation provides additional confirmation that SCH-23390 is
a weaker inhibitor of D-2 agonist activity than of D-1 agonist effect in 6-OHDA-lesioned
rats (Arnt and Hyttel, 1984). In addition, this work permitted us to establish that SCH-23390
would antagonize a specific D-2 agonist in control rats as it does other less specific
dopamine agonists. Further studies were performed to test whether catecholamine-
containing fibers must be destroyed to reduce the dopamine-antagonist action of SCH-23390
and if nondestructive disruption of catecholaminergic function would have a similar
inhibitory effect on the action of SCH-23390 to antagonize D-2 receptor function in control
rats.

2. Materials and methods
2.1. General

Male rats were supplied by Charles River Laboratories (Wilmington, Mass.). Rats were
housed in environmentally controlled rooms with constant light-dark cycle (7:00-19:00 h),
temperature maintained at 23-25°C, and given access to Wayne Blox Laboratory chow and
water. Control rats were housed 4 per cage. Some adult rats (225 g) were given 6-
hydroxydopamine (6-OHDA) hydrobromide (200 μg free base) intracisternally 30 min after
50 mg/kg pargyline; 1 week later an additional 200 μg dose of 6-OHDA was administered
(Breese and Traylor, 1970). These rats were not screened for supersensitivity for at least 2
weeks after recovery from any disturbances in ingestion of food and water (i.e., total time
equals approximately 4 weeks from second injection until testing). Only those adult-6-
OHDA-treated rats that exhibited activity counts that were 3 times those observed in control
rats after 1 mg/kg apomorphine were used for further investigations. In addition, neonates 5
days of age were given 100 μg 6-OHDA intracisternally under ether anesthesia (Smith et al.,
1973; Breese et al., 1984). These rats needed no further care and were screened with L-
dihydroxyphenylalanine (L-DOPA; 100 mg/kg after 50 mg/kg RO-4-4602) when only 40-50
days of age. Only those treated with 6-OHDA neonatally that were positive for self-biting
were used in this investigation. The screening procedure assured that all rats were
supersensitive as regards the behavioral effects of dopaminergic agonists (Breese et al.,
1984). Another group of rats were treated with 2.5 mg/kg reserpine 24 h before receiving α-
methyltyrosine (50 mg/kg). One hour later animals were given LY-171555 (1.0 mg/kg).
Some of these animals received either 0.3 mg/kg of SCH-23390 (30 min) or 0.3 mg/kg of
haloperidol (60 min) before the D-2 agonist. The 6-OHDA-treated rats received haloperidol
(0.3 mg/kg) and SCH-23390 before 0.1 and 0.3 mg/kg of LY-171555 or 3 mg/kg of
SKF-38393.

2.2. Locomotor activity determinations
Locomotor activity was measured in circular activity monitors with six sensors about the
periphery of the doughnut shaped units (Hollister et al., 1974). Rats were habituated to the
chambers for 1 h before receiving dopamine agonists. LY-171555 was administered to
adult-6-OHDA-treated rats and not neonatally-6-OHDA-treated rats because the response to
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this agonist is much greater in the rats lesioned as adults. SKF-38393 was administered to
the rats treated neonatally with 6-OHDA because a greater response is seen in these animals
than those treated as adults, in keeping with the relatively specific increase in D-1 receptor
supersensitivity in the neonatal-6-OHDA-treated rats (Breese et al., 1984, 1985).
SCH-23390 was administered 30 min and haloperidol 60 min before agonists. Counts were
accumulated every 10 min for 2.5 h.

2.3. Biochemical investigations
Dopamine was determined in striatum by the HPLC-electrochemical detection procedure
described by Kilts et al. (1981). Norepinephrine and dopamine were determined on brain
remaining after dissection (6-OHDA-treated rats) and on whole brain (animals treated with
reserpine) utilizing the fluorometric procedure described by Breese and Traylor (1970).

2.4. Drugs
The 6-OHDA hydrobromide was purchased from Regis Chemical Company (Chicago,
Illinois). The L-α-methyltyrosine was a gift of Merck, Sharpe and Dohme (West Point, Pa.).
The L-DOPA and RO-4-4602 used for screening animals were provided by Hoffman-
LaRoche Co. (Nutley, N.J.). The SCH-23390 was provided by Schering Corporation
(Bloomfield, N.J.) and the SKF-38393 by Smith, Kline, and French Lab (Philadelphia, PA).
The LY-171555 was provided by Lilly Laboratories (Indianapolis, Ind.). The reserpine (2.5
mg/ml) used was the commercial product sold by Ciba Pharmaceutical Co. (Summit, N.J.).
Haloperidol was provided by McNeil Pharmaceutical (Spring House, Pa.).

2.5. Statistical analysis
Analysis of variance was applied to data. Group means were compared utilizing the
Dunnett's t-test (Dunnett, 1955) when multiple comparisons among groups were required.
When only the experimental and a control group were compared, Student's t-test was used.

3. Results
3.1. Effect of SCH-23390 on LY-171555-induced locomotion in control rats

Administration of SCH-23390 was found to antagonize the locomotor stimulation induced
by 0.3 and 1.0 mg/kg of LY-171555, a specific D-2 receptor agonist, similar to the action of
haloperidol in control rats (fig. 1).

3.2. Effect of SCH-23390 on the locomotor stimulation induced by LY-171555 and
SKF-38393 in 6-OHDA-treated rats

As previously described (Breese et al., 1985), LY-171555 and SKF-38393 produced a major
increase in locomotor activity in adult and neonatally 6-OHDA-treated rats, respectively. In
contrast to results in control rats (fig. 1), the action of LY-171555 was not antagonized by
SCH-23390 in adult 6-OHDA-treated rats (fig. 2A). However, the locomotor stimulant
action of SKF-383913 was blocked by SCH-23390 pretreatment in the neonatally 6-OHDA-
treated rats (fig. 2B).

3.3. Effect of reserpine and α-methyltyrosine pretreatment on the action of SCH-23390 to
antagonize LY-171555-induced locomotion

Administration of reserpine and α-methyltyrosine is known to reduce drastically the amount
of catecholamines in tissue (Breese et al., 1973). Therefore, in order to assess whether it was
the loss of catecholamine-containing fibers or simply disruption of catecholamine
availability that was crucial for the SCH-23390 antagonism of LY-171555 induced
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locomotion in control rats (fig. 1), the antagonism was examined in rats given the reserpine-
α-methyltyrosine combination.

As shown in fig. 3, the locomotion-induced by LY-171555 in rats given the reserpine-α-
methyltyrosine regimen was not antagonized by SCH-23390 as it was in control rats that
received this antagonist. Haloperidol reduced LY-171555-induced activity in reserpine-
treated rats as observed in the saline treated rats. It was also demonstrated that reserpine
treatment alone would block the action of SCH-23390 to antagonize LY-171555 (data not
shown). An unexpected aspect of this investigation was that locomotion induced by
LY-171555 was significantly lower in the reserpine-α-methyltyrosine-treated rats than in
control (untreated) animals (table 1).

4. Discussion
Several investigators have reported that SCH-23390 reduces actions of dopamine agonists
whose effects are also antagonized by compounds believed to interact with D-2 dopamine
receptors (Iorio et al., 1983; Mailman et al., 1984; Christensen et al., 1984a,b; Breese et al.,
1985). Recently, O'Boyle et al., (1984) showed that SCH-23390 antagonized the effects of
RU-24213, a selective D-2 dopamine agonist. In accord with this latter result, the present
study clearly demonstrates that in control rats SCH-23390 will antagonize the locomotion
induced by LY-171555, another D-2 dopamine agonist (Tsuruta et al., 1981).

Several observations indicate that dopamine receptor sites designated as D-2 are distinct
separate sites from those classified as D-1 dopamine receptors. For example, in 6-OHDA-
treated rats, SCH-23390 antagonized the locomotor function induced by SKF-38393 but not
that induced by LY-171555, consistent with our previous results (Breese et al., 1985). The
locomotor stimulant effect observed here after SKF-38393 in neonatally 6-OHDA-treated
rats confirms that D-1 receptors can contribute to a dopamine mediated behavior (Breese et
al., 1985). Further, Arnt and Hyttel (1984) found that SKF-38393 induced turning was
antagonized by SCH-23390 but not other antagonists that displace [3H]haloperidol from
brain tissue. They also reported that SCH-23390 had little effect on the action of Pergolide
(Arnt and Hyttel, 1984). Because of the specificity of SKF-38393 and SCH-23390, one must
conclude that the site acted upon by these drugs to influence locomotor activity has
properties of the D-1 dopamine receptor, as classified by Kebabian and Calne (1979).
However, it is not presently known whether the site being explored here is associated with
dopamine stimulated adenylate cyclase or if it is a site with similar properties to the
adenylate cyclase site but not linked to this enzyme.

The present work confirms that SCH-23390 acts to antagonize locomotion induced by
compounds acting on D-2 dopamine receptor sites in control rats, but not in rats treated with
6-OHDA (Breese et al., 1985; Christensen et al., 1984ab; Arnt and Hyttel, 1984). This
apparent paradoxical finding has been proposed to be due to a loss of functional
catecholamine-containing neurons (Breese et al., 1985). Since binding of [3H]-flupentixol
and [3H]SCH-23390 is not altered in striatum of 6-OHDA-treated rats (Breese et al., 1985;
unpublished data), it does not appear that removal of D-1 receptor sites is responsible for the
loss of action of SCH-23390 against a D-2 agonist in 6-OHDA-treated rats (Breese et al.,
1985; unpublished data). For this reason, an additional experiment was undertaken to
determine whether disruption of catecholamine-containing neural function with reserpine
and α-methyltyrosine would have an effect similar to 6-OHDA-treatment (Breese et al.,
1973; Hollister et al., 1974). In this study, the response to LY-171555 was not antagonized
by SCH-23390 in the rats treated with reserpine, as was accomplished by haloperidol
administration. This experiment provides evidence that reduced catecholamine neuronal
function, not the loss of the fibers, is responsible for the absence of action of SCH-23390 in
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6-OHDA-treated rats to antagonize a D-2 dopamine receptor agonist. Future work will
determine whether norepinephrine or dopamine is essential for the influence of SCH-23390
on D-2 receptor function. Regardless, these investigations suggest that D-1 receptors interact
with D-2 dopamine receptors via a circuit that involves catecholamine-containing neurons.

The action of LY-171555 was attenuated in rats treated with reserpine + α-methyltyrosine,
but potentiated in rats in which catecholamine-containing neurons were destroyed.
Reserpine has been reported to attenuate bromocriptine-stimulated locomotion and
stereotyped behavior (Corrodi et al., 1973; Silbergeld and Pfeiffer, 1977; Kilts et al., 1979)
and the stereotyped behavior induced by Piribedil (Costall and Naylor, 1973; Kilts et al.,
1979). These findings are suggestive that the actions of these compounds are dependent
upon intact catecholamine stores (Kilts et al., 1979). However, like LY-171555, behavior
mediated by these compounds are also potentiated by 6-OHDA treatment (Hollister et al.,
1979; Kilts et al., 1979). Thus these dopamine agonists are unlike d-amphetamine which has
its locomotor stimulant action blocked by 6-OHDA-treatment (Hollister et al., 1974),
suggesting a different underlying neural mechanism from that induced by d-amphetamine.
Whether the pharmacological profile of LY-171555 is in some way linked to the
pharmacology of SCH-23390 is at present unknown. The answer to this question will have
to be explored in future investigations.
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Fig. 1.
Effects of SCH-23390 and haloperidol on the locomotor stimulation induced by LY-171555
in normal rats. SCH-23390 (0.3 mg/kg i.p.) was administered 30 min and haloperidol (0.3
mg/kg i.p.) 60 min before the doses of LY-171555, i.p. The bars refer to the mean ±S.E.M.
of at least 6 rats. * P < 0.001 when compared to corresponding response in saline-treated
rats.
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Fig. 2.
Effects of SCH-23390 (0.3 mg/kg) and haloperidol (0.3 mg/kg) on the locomotor responses
induced by LY-171555 (panel A) and SKF-38393 (panel B) in 6-OHDA-treated rats. SCH =
SCH-23390 and HAL = haloperidol. The LY-171555 was administered to adult-6-OHDA-
treated rats and the SKF-38393 was administered to neonatal 6-OHDA-treated rats (Breese
et al., 1984). There are at least 6 animals in each group. Bars refer to mean ± S.E.M. Striatal
dopamine content in control animals was 101.8 ± 2.2 ng/mg protein. In neonatal 6-OHDA-
treated rats (panel B), the dopamine content was 0.3 ± 0.1 ng/mg protein and in the adult 6-
OHDA-treated rats was 6.9 ± 1.5 ng/mg protein. Norepinephrine was 229 ± 40 mg/g tissue
in brain remaining after removal of the striatum in controls; content in adult and neonatal 6-
OHDA-treated rats was 20.2 ± 3.2 and 14.1 ± 2.1 respectively. * P < 0.001 when compared
to response in saline-treated rats.
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Fig. 3.
Effect of reserpine-α-methyltyrosine treatment on the action of SCH-23390 (SCH, 0.3 mg/
kg) and haloperidol (HAL, 0.3 mg/kg) to antagonize LY-171555 (1 mg/kg) S = saline. The
reserpine (2.5 mg/kg) was administered subcutaneously 24 h prior to the i.p. injection of α-
methyltyrosine (50 mg/kg). The latter drug was injected 1 h prior to the injection of the
dopamine agonists. The SCH-23390 was administered 30 min and the haloperidol 60 min
before the LY-171555. There are at least 7 animals in each group. Bars refer to mean ±
S.E.M. levels for dopamine and norepinephrine in whole brain were: control norepinephrine
= 267 ± 11 ng/g of tissue and reserpine + α-methyltyrosine = 3.8 ± 0.7 ng/g tissue. Control
dopamine = 852.5 ± 54 ng/g and reserpine + α-methyltyrosine = 23.6 ± 5.0 ng/g of brain
tissue. * P < 0.01 when compared to saline.
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TABLE 1

Effect of reserpine and α-methyltyrosine on activity induced by LY-171555a.

Treatment N LY-171555-induced activity (counts/150 min)

Saline 7 2669 ± 349

Reserpine + α-methyltyrosine 6 972 ± 178b

a
Rats were habituated to the chamber for 1 h before LY-171555 (1 mg/kg) administration. The α-methyltyrosine (40 mg/kg) was given just prior to

the habituation period and 23 h after reserpine (2.5 mg/kg, subcutaneously). See fig. 3 for effects of dopamine antagonists.

b
P < 0.01 when compared to saline.
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