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Bluetongue virus induces in infected cells at least three non-structural (NS) proteins. The largest
and most abundant, NS1, is encoded by the viral double-stranded M6 RNA. It forms tubular structures
during viral infections. Two overlapping ¢cDNA clones representing the entire M6 gene have been
produced (see reference 1) and sequenced (2). The M6 RNA was deduced to be 1769 base-pairs in
length, with a single long open reading frame nucleotide residues 35-1690 coding for a polypeptide
of 552 amino acids (size: 64,445 Daltons, net charge + 2 at pH 7).
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