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If you organize, they will join
Kuan-Teh Jeang

Abstract

This Editorial briefly introduces the Society of Chinese Bioscientists in America (SCBA) to readers of Cell & Bioscience.

Introduction
There was a popular 1989 American movie that had a
theme “if you build it, they will come” (Field of Dreams).
When I saw that movie, I understood that it meant if
you wish to do something good, don’t wait for the
approbations of others. Start, and if it is a good idea and
you can show commitment, others will join you.
Twenty-six years ago, three scientists (Horace Loh, CC
Wang and Tommy Cheng) decided that it was time to
organize a Society of Chinese Bioscientists in America
(SCBA; http://www.scbasociety.org). Today, the SCBA is
constituted by more than 2,000 bioscience principal
investigators and younger scientists who are located pri-
marily in North America and Asia. Loh, Wang and
Cheng organized, and colleagues came and joined.

A timely organization for the 21st century
You shouldn’t let the name fool you. You don’t have to
be based in North America to join. You don’t even have
to be ethnically Chinese to join the SCBA. Nationality is
no more a requirement for you to join the SCBA than it
is for you to be an American in order to join the Ameri-
can Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
(ASBMB) or the American Society for Microbiology
(ASM). If you are interested in bioscience, the SCBA, like
many international organizations, is interested in inviting
you to join. Why should you join the SCBA? In an Edi-
torial published in Science in 1993, Philip Abelson wrote
“If the present dynamic pattern of growth continues, the
future economic giants of the world will be located in the
Western Pacific...” [1]. This year the size of the Chinese
economy has grown to overtake that of Japan, easing it
into second place only behind the United States. More-
over, statistics from the US National Science Foundation
(NSF) showed that between 1995 and 2005, the output of

worldwide science and engineering journal articles grew
at an average annual rate of 2.3 percent; the US growth
rate was 0.6 percent, while the greatest increase in annual
article productivity came from Asia at an annual rate of
6.6 percent [2]. Indeed, in its November 2009 Global
Research Report, Thomson Reuters (the publisher of
ScienceWatch and Science Citation Index) stated that
“by the measure of annual (scientific) output, China sur-
passed Japan, the UK and Germany in 2006 and now
stands second only to the USA” [3]. As we enter the 21st

century, science in Asia is poised for further accelerated
growth, and a professional society like the SCBA is argu-
ably very well-positioned to promote the interests of the
Western and the Asian scientific communities.

The aims and activities of SCBA
The SCBA is a non-profit organization that has five
objectives: 1) promote research in biosciences, 2) encou-
rage advancement of biological and medical knowledge,
3) improve the qualifications and career opportunities of
its members, 4) facilitate professional contact and inter-
action amongst bioscientists, and 5) build a spirit of fra-
ternity and international cooperation in science. Initially
established for bioscientists in the USA, the reach of the
SCBA is now worldwide. On a biennial basis, the society
organizes a large international meeting attended by
1,000 to 2,000 bioscientists. Our next meeting (the 13th

biennial SCBA International Conference) will be held on
July 25-29, 2011 in Guangzhou, China http://www.scba-
meeting2011.org. This month, the SCBA is launching
its first official journal Cell & Bioscience http://www.
cellandbioscience.com. The journal is the long awaited
fruition of the society’s journal planning committee
chaired by Chuxia Deng and CC Wang. With the lea-
dership of Yun-Bo Shi, the editor-in-chief, Cell &
Bioscience will publish high-impact research of broad
general interest. The SCBA aims to be active and rele-
vant. We welcome your interest and participation.Correspondence: kjeang@niaid.nih.gov

The National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD, USA

Jeang Cell & Bioscience 2011, 1:2
http://www.cellandbioscience.com/content/1/1/2 Cell & Bioscience

© 2011 Jeang; licensee BioMed Central Ltd. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in
any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

http://www.scbasociety.org
http://www.scbameeting2011.org
http://www.scbameeting2011.org
http://www.cellandbioscience.com
http://www.cellandbioscience.com
mailto:kjeang@niaid.nih.gov
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0


Acknowledgements
KTJ is the President of the SCBA for 2010-2011. The opinions expressed in
this Editorial are his personal views and do not necessary reflect the views
of his employer, the National Institutes of Health, USA. The author thanks
Paul Liu and Chuxia Deng for readings of this editorial.

Received: 15 December 2010 Accepted: 18 January 2011
Published: 18 January 2011

References
1. Abelson P: East Asian Trade with the United States. Science 1993,

262(5135):823.
2. Science and Engineering Indicators. 2008 [http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/

seind08/].
3. Thomson Reuters Global Research Report. 2009 [http://researchanalytics.

thomsonreuters.com/m/pdfs/grr-china-nov09.pdf].

doi:10.1186/2045-3701-1-2
Cite this article as: Jeang: If you organize, they will join. Cell & Bioscience
2011 1:2.

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit

Jeang Cell & Bioscience 2011, 1:2
http://www.cellandbioscience.com/content/1/1/2

Page 2 of 2

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17757339?dopt=Abstract
http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/seind08/
http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/seind08/
http://researchanalytics.thomsonreuters.com/m/pdfs/grr-china-nov09.pdf
http://researchanalytics.thomsonreuters.com/m/pdfs/grr-china-nov09.pdf

	Abstract
	Introduction
	A timely organization for the 21st century
	The aims and activities of SCBA
	Acknowledgements
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


