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1985. After being diagnosed with a
usually terminal form of cancer in
1988, Jean helped me through many
months of aggressive chemotherapy,
radiation, and surgery. If Jean had
not taken me into her home to care
for me when I was too weak to man-
age on my own, I would have had to
give up my job and return to my
family for assistance. I would not
have had the quality of medical care
I received in Dallas nor the emotional
support she gave so unstintingly. Al-
though other friends were also help-
ful during this struggle, I have no
doubt that Jean saved my life.

Early in our friendship, Jean and I
discovered a mutual affinity for si-

lence. When we bemoaned the in-
creasing paucity of it, we sometimes
mused on our wistful construct: the
Ristorante Silenzioso. Perfected from
our favorite restaurants in Italy, we
would have the waiters from Setti-
mio in Rome, the chef from Medioe-
vo in Assisi, and the view from the
balcony of Omero’s in the hills south
of Florence. But in our restaurant
there would be no music and, most
tellingly, no talking. For my dear
friend of twenty-six years and part-
ner in as many journeys, silence is
your truest accolade and your most
moving tribute.

Jean Miller leaves us as a woman

with a profound dedication and the
ability to achieve good and to care
for others.

Help from the following is grate-
fully acknowledged: Martha Ad-
amson, Gilbert J. Clausman, C. K.
Huang, Mary M. Langman, Regina
Lee, Lucretia W. McClure, Spencer
Marsh, Madeline Taylor, Clinton
Marty Thompson, Jr., Lois Wein-
stein, and Richard C. Wood

Erich Meyerhoff
New York University
School of Medicine
New York, NY

David W. C. Stewart, 1941–2000*

David Stewart,
formerly chief
librarian at the
Royal Society
of Medicine
(RSM), died
on June 2,
2000, follow-
ing a fall at his
house in

Hitchin, Hertfordshire.
David William Campbell Stewart

was born in Athlone, Ireland, on
September 12, 1941. At the age of
eleven, he won a scholarship to
Galway Grammar School, from
where he proceeded to Trinity Col-
lege, Dublin, graduating BA in
1963. Later the same year, he was
appointed library assistant at the
Royal Society of Medicine, where
he spent the rest of his working life.

David studied in his spare time
for the associateship of the Library
Association (U.K.) and became a
chartered librarian in 1971. At that
time, Philip Wade was chief librar-

*Reprinted, with permission, from The
Library Association Record (Lib Assoc Rec
2000 Aug;102(8):465).

ian at the RSM, and the two devel-
oped a close working relationship.
David’s potential was quickly ap-
preciated, and Philip Wade left him
to tackle the implications for the
RSM of the emerging electronic
revolution. He was also entrusted
with a review of the library’s future
direction and was given a sabbati-
cal year for this purpose. In April
1973, he submitted his report,
which included a ten-year strategic
plan for expanding, rebuilding,
and restructuring the library. His
recommendations were accepted
and were incorporated in what was
internally a new building, re-
opened by Her Majesty the Queen
in July 1986. In 1973, David became
deputy librarian and, in 1977, he
succeeded Philip Wade as chief li-
brarian. He retired in 1995.

The RSM Library is among the
largest of its kind in the world. Be-
sides its coverage of current medi-
cal science it has, due to its earlier
amalgamation of preexisting collec-
tions, considerable historical depth.
Although it belongs to a private so-
ciety, it is the medical back-up col-
lection for the national interlibrary
lending system.

David became a central figure in
British medical librarianship and
strove to promote cooperation, na-
tionally and internationally. He was
a founding member of the Euro-
pean Association for Health Infor-
mation and Libraries (EAHIL) and
was coeditor of its Proceedings. He
attended meetings of the Interna-
tional Congress on Medical Librar-
ianship (1969–1995) and was for a
time chair of the Steering Commit-
tee for the eighth congress, Lon-
don, 2000. At its Seattle meeting in
1997, the (American) Medical Li-
brary Association (MLA) awarded
him honorary membership—rec-
ognition of his contributions to in-
ternational cooperation. At home,
he was an active member of the
Health Libraries and Rare Books
Groups of the Library Association.

He wrote a valuable chapter for In-
formation Sources in the Medical Sci-
ences. He contributed also to the
Health Libraries Review and served on
its editorial board and that of the
Journal of Medical Biography. He ar-
ranged numerous historical and bib-
liographical exhibitions at the RSM.

David was an active churchman.
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At his funeral service at the Church
of Our Holy Saviour, Hitchin, a very
large congregation heard the vicar
speak highly of his work as sacris-
tan and church warden there and of
his concern for the underprivileged,
the disadvantaged, and the under-
served. For many years, he was ac-
tively involved with the World De-
velopment Movement, a pressure
group for fair trade and such issues.

An American colleague writes of
him: ‘‘Perhaps among all British
medical librarians he has become
the best known by his American

counterparts. His dapper and jaun-
ty figure and his friendly face have
been seen regularly at MLA meet-
ings in recent years. He made a
point of getting to know as many
people as possible and was willing
to share his experience and view-
points.’’ We, too, miss his smiling
face (and his bow tie, bearing the
‘‘all-heal’’ motif of the RSM).

David met his future wife, Au-
drey Thornton, as a colleague on the
library staff in 1963. They were mar-
ried in 1966. We extend our deepest
sympathy to Audrey and to their
daughter, Catherine, also a librarian.
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