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Nucleotide sequence of a chloramphenicol acetyl transferase gene from Clostridium difficile
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We report the IA and dded am acid seques of a previously reported
clone (pPM) which expresses chlor icol acetyl transferase activity
fran Clostridium difficile strain (Wi) isolated frcm a patient with
pseuda=wobranous colitis [1]. The ATG start codon was prec8ede at the
correct distance by a SD sequence GAGAGG and characteristic proter
regions (-10, TPAAT; -35, TI)AAA) were identified. The codon usage for
the chloraq3henicol acetyl transferase (cat D) gene showed a strong
preference for A or T at the third codon position (72%). The cat D gene is
highly hcmologous to previously characterised cat genes fran other
bacterial genera (2-5), however, it is noteworthy that the cat D gene
contains a 4 amino acid deletion between amino acids 38 (Q) ard 39 (I).
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