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Abstract

Background: Cellular differentiation and lineage commitment have previously been considered irreversible processes.
However, recent studies have indicated that differentiated adult cells can be reprogrammed to pluripotency and, in some
cases, directly into alternate committed lineages. However, although pluripotent cells can be induced in numerous somatic
cell sources, it was thought that inducing alternate committed lineages is primarily only possible in cells of developmentally
related tissues. Here, we challenge this view and analyze whether direct adult cell reprogramming to alternate committed
lineages can cross the boundaries of distinct developmental germ layers.

Methodology/Principal Findings: We ectopically expressed non-integrating pancreatic differentiation factors in ectoderm-
derived human keratinocytes to determine whether these factors could directly induce endoderm-derived pancreatic
lineage and B-cell-like function. We found that PDX-1 and to a lesser extent other pancreatic transcription factors, could
rapidly and specifically activate pancreatic lineage and B-cell-like functional characteristics in ectoderm-derived human
keratinocytes. Human keratinocytes transdifferentiated along the f cell lineage produced processed and secreted insulin in
response to elevated glucose concentrations. Using irreversible lineage tracing for KRT-5 promoter activity, we present
supporting evidence that insulin-positive cells induced by ectopic PDX-1 expression are generated in ectoderm derived
keratinocytes.

Conclusions/Significance: These findings constitute the first demonstration of human ectoderm cells to endoderm derived
pancreatic cells transdifferentiation. The study represents a proof of concept which suggests that transcription factors
induced reprogramming is wider and more general developmental process than initially considered. These results
expanded the arsenal of adult cells that can be used as a cell source for generating functional endocrine pancreatic cells.
Directly reprogramming somatic cells into alternate desired tissues has important implications in developing patient-
specific, regenerative medicine approaches.
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Introduction

Adult cells in mammals were considered terminally differenti-
ated. The differentiation of diverse cell types is achieved by specific
transcription factors that reinforce cell-type-specific gene expres-
sion patterns; these patterns are stabilized by epigenetic modifi-
cations that can be transmitted to daughter cells [1]. However, it
was recently established that the fate of adult somatic cells is not
rigidly fixed; in fact, adult somatic cells have a substantial amount
of developmental plasticity [2—4].
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The remarkable transformation of adult cells into pluripotency
has been interpreted as a reversion from the mature state into a
primitive developmental state, which, in many aspects, resembles
embryonic stem cells [5,6]. However, the forced expression of
lineage-specific developmental factors in adult cells induced traits
of various committed cell types without first inducing pluripotency
[7-10] The first example of functional adult cell reprogramming
to the pancreatic lineage in vivo, was documented over a decade
ago [7]. Numerous research groups have been successful in
activating the pancreatic lineage in liver cells from Xenopus laevis
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[11], rodents [7,12—17], and humans [18-21], in vivo and in vitro,
respectively. It was suggested that the ectopic expression of a
dominant pancreatic transcription factor, PDX-1, played a critical
role in the reprogramming process [12,19,22-24]. Furthermore,
increased efficiency of the reprogramming process was achieved
by co-expressing PDX-1 with one or several other pancreatic
transcription factors, including MAFA, NGN3, and/or NEU-
RODI1 [16,17,25,26].

The success in activating the endocrine pancreatic lineage in
liver or exocrine pancreas [27,28] has been attributed to the close
developmental relationship between the transconverting tissues;
that is, they all originated from the primitive foregut endoderm
[29-31]. However, the current understanding of stem cell biology
and induced pluripotency favors the notion that every adult tissue
may have the potential to undergo reprogramming to a
pluripotent state in response to defined developmental factors
[32]. The fact that adult cells can be reprogrammed into
pluripotency suggests that cellular integrity is preserved through
adulthood by epigenetic barriers that can be reversed with
developmental stimuli. The general notion that adult cells possess
this plasticity suggests that it may be possible to reprogram adult
somatic cells directly to committed lineages, including the
pancreatic lineage.

This study aimed to determine whether the ability to reprogram
adult cells directly into the endocrine pancreatic lineage and
confer pancreatic function could be applied to a broader spectrum
of cell types than previously suggested. We hypothesized that
reprogramming may be possible between developmentally unre-
lated tissues. To test this, we focused on reprogramming ectoderm-
derived human skin keratinocytes into the endoderm-derived
pancreatic lineage. We chose ectoderm-to-endoderm lineage
reprogramming, because cells from distinct developmental germ
layers have pronounced developmental disparity. We tested
pancreatic transcription factors for the capacity to directly activate
the pancreatic lineage and B-cell-like function without first
inducing pluripotency in human keratinocytes.

Methods

Ethics statement

Human skin tissues were obtained from neonatal foreskins (8
days old) and from split thickness skin grafts (1-4 cm?), taken from
9-70 years old donors, with approval from the Committee on
Clinical Investigations (institutional review board, Sheba MDC).
All donors provided written informed consent for the collection of
all samples and subsequent analysis.

Cell culture

3T3 cells were grown at 37°C in humidified incubator with 5%
COy, in DMEM (high, 4.5 g/1 glucose), 10% FCS (Gibco), 2 mM
I-glutamine, 100 U/ml penicillin, 100 pg/ml streptomycin and
0.25 pg/ml Amphotericin B (all from Biological Industries, Beit
Haemek, Israel). To block 3T3 cell proliferation, cells at 70%
confluency were incubated with Mitomycin-c (4 pg/ml, Sigma) for
90 min. The cells were subsequently washed by PBS and cultured
in DMEM for additional 24 h before used as a feeder layer for the
human keratinocytes.

Primary culture of human keratinocytes

Keratinocytes isolation and culture were performed as
previously described [33-35]. Skin tissues were cut to 2-3 cm®
pieces, washed twice in PBS and incubated overnight at 4°C in
2 U/ml Dispase (Gibco). The epidermis was separated and
incubated in trypsin at 37°C for 10 min, cells were collected by
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centrifugation and seeded on the mitomycin c treated 313 cells at
the density of 107 cells/100 mm plate. The culture media used was
Green medium (Green et al [33-35]), composed of F-12 Nutrient
mixture with DMEM High glucose (1:3), 2 mM I-glutamine,
100 U/ml penicillin, 100 ug/ml streptomycin, 0.25 pg/ml Am-
photericin B, 0.05 mg/ml Gentamycin Sulphate (Biological Indus-
tries, Beit Haemek, Israel), 10% FCS (Gibco), 10 ng/ml Epidermal
Growth Factor, 107! M Cholera Toxin, 0.4 ug/ml Hydrocorti-
sone, 2 nM T3, 5 ug/ml Transferrin, 5 pg/ml Insulin, 0.18 mM
Adenine (all from Sigma). Within a week or two the keratinocytes
grow and filled the plate, displacing the 3T3 cells. Subsequently, the
cells were split once a week as the cells reached confluence but
before the cells started to undergo spontaneous stratification. Cells
detachment was performed by trypsin, and the cells were seeded
without the feeder layer at 10° cells/100 mm plate, for up to 6
passages.

Viral infection

For adenovirus infection, keratinocytes at passage 2-4 were
plated at 3x10° cells/100 mm plates and infected with the
relevant recombinant adenovirus on the next day at 10-1000 moi
(multiplicity of infection). The following adenoviruses were used in
this study: Ad-CMV-PDX-1 (replication-deficient recombinant
adenovirus that encodes rat PDX-1 ¢cDNA under the control of
the cytomegalovirus promoter,[36]); Ad-CMV-GFP (Clontech,
Mountain View, CA); Ad-CMV-f-gal (a gift from C.B. Newgard,
Duke, NC); Ad-RIP-GFP [18]; Ad-RIP-luciferase [36].

Luciferase assay

Keratinocytes were co-infected with Ad-RIP-  luciferase
(200moi) and Ad-CMV-PDX-1 or Ad-CMV--gal as control
(both at 1000moi). Seven days later, lucifease activity was
measured using Lucifersase assay System (Promega) by LKB
1250 Luminometer (LKB, Finland). The results were normal-
ized to total cellular protein measured by the Bio-Rad Protein
Assay kit (Bio-Rad).

Letniviruses production and infection

The two component lentivirus system described by Russ et. al.
[37], was used to irreversibly label keratinocytes for KRT5
expression manifested by its promoter activity. Human keratino-
cytes at passage 2 were co-infected with the Reporter vector
CMV-loxP-DsRed2-loxP-eGFP (R/G) and a vector which carries
the expression of Cre-recombinase under the control of the KRT5
promoter (a gift from P.W. Zoltick [38]). R/G treatment resulted
in DsRed2 but not eGFP expression. The KRT5 promoter
activates Cre-recombinase expression only in KRT) positive cells
which cleaves the “floxed” DsRed2, allowing the expression of
eGFP under the CMV promoter. Keratinocytes which are positive
to KR'T5 and co-express both lentiviruses are expected to activate
eGFP and lose the original DsRed2 labeling [37]. Ten days
subsequent to lentivirus infection, keratinocytes were treated to
ectopically express pancreatic transcription factors, using recom-
binant adenoviruses.

RNA isolation, RT and RT-PCR reactions

Total RNA was isolated, cDNA was prepared and amplified
as described previously [12,18]. Quantitative real-time RT-
PCR was performed using ABI StepOnePlus sequence
Detection system (Applied Biosystems, CA, USA) as described
previously [18,20,39]. The primer sets used in this study are
listed in Methods S1.

October 2011 | Volume 6 | Issue 10 | e26298



Immunoflorescence

Keratinocytes were seeded on cover-slips and infected with
the indicated adenovirus on the next day. Seven days later cells
were fixed and stained as previously described [18,20,39]. The
antibodies used in this study were: anti mouse KRT5 (1:100),
anti human P63 (1:100) anti human KRT8/18 (1:200), anti
human Ki67 (1:150)(all from Abcam, Cambridge UK), anti
human C-peptide (1:200 Biodesign, Maine, USA), anti human
glucagon (1:200, Dako, Glostrup, Denmark), anti mouse
NKX6.1 (1:6000 a generous gift from C.B. Newgard, Duke
University), anti mouse NEUROD]1 (1:00, Santa Cruz Biotech-
nology, Santa Cruz, CA, USA), anti mouse NGN3 (1:50) anti
chick NKX2.2 (1:50) both from Developmental Studies
Hybridoma Bank, Iowa, USA), anti-CRE (1:1,000; Novagen),
anti-rabbit PDX-1, anti- goat PDX-1 (both 1:10000 a generous
gift from C.V. E. Wright). Anti-Secondary anti-rabbit IgG
Cyanine (cy2) conjugated antibody, anti-rabbit IgG indocarbo-
cyanine (cy3) conjugated antibody, anti-goat IgG Cyanine (cy2)
conjugated antibody, anti-goat IgG indocarbocyanine (cy3)
conjugated antibody, anti-mouse IgG Cyanine (cy2) conjugated
antibody, anti-mouse IgG Indodicarbocyanine (cy5) conjugated
antibody, anti-mouse IgG Aminomethylcoumarin (AMCA)
conjugated antibody and anti-mouse IgG indocarbocyanine
(cy3) conjugated antibody (all 1:250 from Fackson ImmunoResearch,
PA). Finally, the cells were stained with 4', 6-diamidino-2-
phenyl-indole (DAPI, Sigma). The slides were analyzed using a
fluorescent microscope (Provis, Olympus), or Laser Scanning
Confocal microscopy (Bio-Rad, LSM-1024).

C-peptide secretion

C-peptide secretion was measured by static incubations of
keratinocytes cells, 7 days after the initial exposure of the cells to
the adenovirus treatment as described [18,39]. The glucose
regulated insulin and c-peptide secretion were measured at 2
and 25 mM glucose or 2 Deoxy-D-glucose, at similar concentra-
tions. C-peptide secretion was detected by radioimmunoassay
using human C-peptide radioimmunoassay kit (Linco Research,
St. Charles, MO; <4% cross-reactivity to human proinsulin/
insulin). The secretion was normalized to the total cellular protein
measured by a Bio-Rad protein assay kit.

Statistical Analyses
Statistical analyses were performed with a 2-sample Student ¢
test assuming unequal variances

Results

Characterization of primary human keratinocyte cultures

Monolayer cultures of human keratinocytes derived from both
neonates and adults were allowed to proliferate for up to 5-6
passages (Fig. 1, 25% Ki67 positive cells). Over 85% of the cells
expressed the keratin-5 protein (KR'T'5; Fig. 1lc, d), but most were
negative for the KRT1/10 protein (immunofluorescence data not
shown). Approximately 10-15% of the cells expressed the KRT8/
18 cytokeratins, which are specifically expressed in simple
epithelium. Thus, these primary cells were in an early stage of
epidermal differentiation in culture (Fig. le) [40]. About 60% of
the cells in culture were positively stained for P63 nuclear factor,
which is a homolog to the tumor suppressor P53 and plays a
critical role in the development of stratified epithelia, like the
epidermis [41]. These keratinocytes were efficiently infected (70—
90%) n vitro with the adenoviral vector, Ad-CMV-GFP (1000 moi,
data not presented).
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Ki67/DAPI

Figure 1. Characterization of primary culture of human
keratinocytes in-vitro. Human keratinocytes proliferated efficiently
for up to 5-7 passages in culture. (a, b) Representative phase contrast
images show the morphology of keratinocytes at passages (a) 0, and (b)
3. Arrowheads (a) indicate cells of the 3T3 fibroblast feeder layer in
passage 0; original magnification x10. (c-f) Keratinocytes (passage 3)
were stained for keratinocyte markers: (c) KRT5, (d) P63, (e) KRT8/18,
and (f) for the proliferation marker, Ki67. Nuclei were stained with DAPI
(blue); original magnifications, x20.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0026298.9001

Expression of pancreatic transcription factors activate
pancreatic hormone gene expression in adult and

neonate human keratinocytes

Transcription factors that are instrumental in driving pancreatic
organogenesis in the embryo demonstrated a similar role in
reprogramming adult endoderm-derived cells to follow the
pancreatic lineage. Several transcription factors, including PDX-1
[12,19,22-24], NEURODI [42], or NGN3 [26] have exhibited
individual roles in liver cell transdifferentiation to the pancreatic
lineage. To determine whether these factors could induce a similar
developmental process in cells of developmentally unrelated
tissues, we tested them individually for activating pancreatic
hormone gene expression in human keratinocytes. Ectopic
expression of pancreatic transcription factors was mediated by
viral infection with non-integrating, recombinant adenoviruses,
Ad-CMV-PDX-1, Ad-CMV-NGN3, Ad-CMV-NEURODI1, Ad-CMV-
MAFA, or Ad-CMV-NEX6.1 (all at 1000 moi). Ectopic NKX6.1
expression could not activate pancreatic hormone gene transcrip-
tion in keratinocytes, consistent with its lack of individual effect on
liver cells [21]. Ectopic NGN3 expression activated insulin and
glucagon, but not somatostatin transcription. Both PDX-1 and
NEURODI ectopic expression activated the transcription of all
three pancreatic hormones. However, PDX-1 induced a higher
level of hormones gene expression than NEURODI(Fig. 2a).
Therefore, we focused on the individual ability of PDX-1 to drive
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Figure 2. Ectopic PDX-1 expression promoted pancreatic differentiation in human keratinocytes. (a) Human keratinocytes isolated from
neonatal foreskin were analyzed by quantitative RT-PCR to determine insulin (INS), glucagon (GCG), and somatostatin (S5T) gene transcription levels
induced by adenoviral infections with transcription factor genes PDX-1, NGN3, NKX6.1, or NEUROD]1. The control virus carried only the f-gal gene
sequence. All vectors were infected at 1000 moi and cells were analyzed 7 days post infection. (b) Human keratinocytes isolated from neonatal
foreskin or adult skin grafts, (9-70 year-old donors) were infected with increasing concentrations of PDX-1 (10-1000 moi) or control (8-gal) adenovirus
constructs to determine INS gene transcription. (c) Adult keratinocytes were infected with increasing concentrations of PDX-1 (10-1000 moi) or
control (f8-gal) adenovirus constructs to determine GCG and SST gene transcription levels. (d, e, f) Keratinocytes from neonatal foreskin were infected
with PDX-1 or control (-gal) adenovirus constructs (both at 1000 moi) to determine transcription levels of genes encoding (d) pancreatic-specific
proteins, (e) pancreatic specific transcription factors, and (f) B-cell specific transcription factors. The results are normalized to f-actin gene
transcription within the same cDNA samples. The mean *standard deviations are expressed as the signal strength relative to cells treated with the

control virus. All results represent n=8 samples tested in three independent experiments *P<0.01.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0026298.9g002

the developmental fate of human keratinocytes to the pancreatic
lineage.

PDX-1 activates transcription of numerous pancreatic
markers in keratinocytes

Expression of PDX-1 in human keratinocytes caused the
transcription of numerous genes characteristic of the pancreatic
lineage and P-like-cells (Fig. 2), without affecting cell morphology
(Fig. 3a, c). This effect of PDX-1, but not control virus, was dose
dependent in both neonatal and mature human keratinocy-
tes (Fig. 2b, c). Due to their ready availability and higher
responsiveness, we performed further analyses in neonatal-derived
human keratinocytes. PDX-1 expression activated the expression
of genes involved in P-cell glucose sensing (GLUT-2, GK),
prohormone processing (PC1/3 and PC2), and secretion granule
assembly (SGNEL; Fig. 2d). These genes, characteristic of
endocrine cells, were silent in untreated or control treated
keratinocytes. The considerable pancreatic repertoire induced by
PDX-1 could partly be attributed to its marked activation of
numerous pancreatic-specific transcription factor genes (Fig. 2e, f),
including NGN3, ISLI, NEURODI, NKX2.2, NKX6.1, MAFA,
PAX4, and the endogenous human PDX-/. Importantly, many of
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the treated human keratinocytes exhibited co-localization of PDX-
1 and the induced transcription factors in the nucleus (Fig. 4); 51%
of PDX-1 positive cells were positive to NGN3; 41% were positive
to NKX2.2; 45% were positive to NKX6.1 and 46% were positive
to NEURODI. Taken together these data suggest that PDX-1
induced a wide developmental alteration when ectopically
expressed in human keratinocytes.

The efficiency of PDX-1 induced keratinocytes
reprogramming along the endocrine pancreatic lineage

To examine the efficiency of reprogramming skin keratinocytes
to become insulin-producing cells, we determined the percentage
of PDX-1 treated keratinocytes that were capable of activating an
ectopically expressed insulin promoter.

Human keratinocytes were co-treated with either Ad-CMV-
PDX-1 or Ad-CMV-f-gal control recombinant adenoviruses (1000
moi) and Ad-RIP-GFP, which carries the GFP reporter gene
sequence under the control of the rat insulin promoter 1 [18].
Twenty five percent of cells were capable of activating the ectopic
pancreatic insulin promoter upon PDX-1 infection; no signal was
detected with control adenovirus infection (Fig. 3a—d). The PDX-1
dependent activation of the insulin promoter was further
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Figure 3. Nuclear localization of PDX-1 induced pancreatic transcription factor expression in human keratinocytes. Human
keratinocytes isolated from neonatal foreskin were analyzed 7 days subsequent to Ad-PDX-1 infection (ectopic PDX-1). Double Immunofluorescence
analyses showed co-localization of (i, ii, iii) NGN3 (red) and ectopic PDX-1 (green); (iv, v, vi) NEUROD1 (red) and ectopic PDX-1 (green); (vii, vii, ix)
NKX6.1 (green) and ectopic PDX-1 (red); and (x, xi, xii) NKX2.2 (red) and ectopic PDX-1 (green). In panels iii, vi, ix, and xii, the images were
superimposed to visualize co-localization (merged colors). Nuclei were stained with DAPI (blue). Original magnification x20; arrows indicate double-

stained cells.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0026298.g003

confirmed in a Luciferase reporter (Ad-RIP-Luciferase) assay. This
showed that the insulin promoter was significantly stimulated by
PDX-1 (Fig. 3e).

Ectopic insulin promoter activation provides an essential clue on
the reprogramming efficiency; however, it does not reflect changes
in the epigenetic status of the host cells, as the adenovirus reporter
gene (Ad-RIP-GFP or Ad-RIP- Luciferase) does not integrate into the
host genome. A more stringent indication for reprogramming
toward B-cell lineage can be obtained by analyzing endogenous
insulin gene expression (Fig. 2b) and hormone production (Fig. 5).
Indeed, 12.61£8% of PDX-1 positive cells stained positive for the
endogenous insulin (C-peptide, detected with the anti-human C-
peptide antibody; Biodesign; Fig. 5b & c¢). Ectopic PDX-1
expression also activated glucagon production in human kerati-
nocytes (Fig. 5¢ & f). Co-localization of PDX-1 in glucagon
producing cells, may suggest these cells immature characteristics.
Taken together these data demonstrate the capacity of PDX-1 to
activate the pancreatic lineage in human keratinocytes at the
molecular and cellular levels. Although ectopic expression of
PDX-1 was detected in 70-90% of all cells in culture, the
activation of the pancreatic phenotype occurred only in scattered
keratinocytes, which as in liver may be prone to transdifferentia-
tion [18,20,22,39]. The nature or the characteristics of the
predisposed cells is not yet understood.

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

PDX-1 induced B-cell-like function in human skin
keratinocytes

The significant activation of numerous markers and transcrip-
tion factors characteristic of the endocrine pancreas together with
the generation of pancreatic hormones producing cells, motivated
us to determine whether PDX-1 also activated B-cell-like function
in the ectoderm-derived human keratinocytes.

The most critical demonstration of B-cell-like function is the
capacity to produce insulin, sense glucose, and accordingly,
secrete the processed hormone [43]. We incubated PDX-1
treated keratinocytes with low (2 mM) or high (25 mM) glucose
concentrations and analyzed C-peptide secretion into the media
as an indicator of processed insulin (human C-peptide RIA
(Linco, <4% cross-reactivity to human proinsulin or insulin)). We
found that PDX-1 treated keratinocytes released the processed
hormone only upon exposure to high concentrations of glucose
(Fig. 5g). A non-metabolizable glucose analog, 2-deoxy-glucose
(2-DOG), served both as an indicator of osmolarity and a
functional control. We found that a similar concentration of 2-
DOG (25 mM) did not trigger C-peptide secretion (Fig. 5g). This
suggested that, like pancreatic B-cells, the reprogrammed
keratinocytes required glucose metabolism to trigger insulin
secretion; thus, glucose metabolism was coupled to the hormone
secretion process.

October 2011 | Volume 6 | Issue 10 | e26298
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Figure 4. Ectopic PDX-1 expression activated the insulin promoter in human keratinocytes in-vitro. Human keratinocytes isolated from
neonatal foreskin were co-infected with either the control virus Ad-f-gal or Ad-PDX-1 (both at 1000 moi) and a reporter gene of either (a-d) Ad-RIP-
GFP (1000 moi,) or (e) Ad-RIP-Luciferase (100 moi,), for 7 days. (a, c) Representative phase contrast micrographs show cell morphology. (b, d) Green
fluorescent protein imaging of the same fields (a&b; c&d) presented in the phase contrast. (b) control cells did not express GFP; and (d) PDX-1
stimulated GFP expression in numerous cells. (e) Luciferase activity of the infected keratinocytes. The mean *standard deviation is expressed in
relative luciferase units; data represents n=8 samples in three independent experiments.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0026298.g004

Reprogramming specificity: PDX-1 activates the
expression of early endodermal markers but not that of
other adult endodermal tissues, in human keratinocytes

During pancreas development in the embryo, early
endodermal markers expression exceeds that of PDX-I.
Surprisingly, in ectoderm-derived cells, PDX-1 activated the
expression of numerous early endodermal markers (Fig. 6a).
The expression of endodermal markers SOX17 and GATA4
was evident within 48 h while insulin expression was
maximally detected 5-7 days after PDX-1 treatment (data
not presented).

Despite the activation of the general endodermal markers,
neither pancreatic exocrine genes (Amylase), nor hepatic markers
(ADH1b and AFP; Fig. 6b) expression was induced in human

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

keratinocytes, suggesting the specificity of the PDX-1 induced
reprogramming process.

PDX-1 inhibits the expression of keratinocytes markers
but does not activate embryonic cell markers, in human
keratinocytes

Hepatic dedifferentiation has been suggested essential for the
activation of the alternate pancreatic repertoire [39]. Moreover,
PDX-1 has been suggested to play a dual role in liver to pancreas
reprogramming by both repressing the host repertoire of expressed
genes, while activating the alternate pancreatic repertoire. To
analyze whether PDX-1 plays a similar role in human keratino-
cytes, we analyzed its effect on typical keratinocytes markers
expression. Ad-PDX-1 but not control virus, repressed KRT5,
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Figure 5. Ectopic PDX-1 expression induced insulin and glucagon expression and promoted glucose-regulated C-peptide secretion.
Double immunofluorescence of human keratinocytes isolated from neonatal foreskin treated with (a, d) control Ad-f-gal or (b—c, e-f) Ad-PDX-1
adenovirus for 7 days. Inmunofluorescence analyses showed co-localized expression of (a-c) PDX-1(green) and insulin (red) and (d—f) PDX-1(red) and
glucagon (green). The nuclei were stained with DAPI (blue). (a-b, d-e). Original magnification x20 (c, f); original magnification (confocal microscope)
x90. (g) Human keratinocytes were infected with Ad-f-gal or Ad-PDX-1, both at 1000 moi, and analyzed for secretion of processed insulin into the
culture medium upon exposure to 2 and 25 mM glucose or 25 mM 2DOG. C-peptide in the medium was measured with a specific RIA kit (Linco
human c-peptide no crossreactivity with pro-insulin). Data represents n=7 samples in four independent experiments.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0026298.9005

KRTI1, KRTI10 (Fig. 6¢c—e and data not presented), and GFAP
expression (Fig. 6f&g). Along with the repression of keratinocytes
markers, PDX-1 repressed both p63 isoformes expression (TAp63
and ANp63; Fig. 6¢). These isoforms endow the keratinocytes’
transcription factor, p63, a dual role in initiating the epithelial
stratification during development and maintaining proliferate
potential of basal keratinocytes in mature epidermis [41].

On the other hand, PDX-1 treatment slightly increased the
transcription of KRT-8/18, cytokeratin filament proteins that are
typically expressed in unstratified basal epithelial cells in skin
development [44]. Since KRT-8/18 1is also expressed in
pancreatic epithelial cells, increases in KRT-8/18 expression
could reflect either a developmental regression of KR'T) positive
keratinocytes to an earlier developmental stage or a develop-
mental shift of KRT5 positive cells toward the endocrine
pancreatic lineage. The fact that PDX-1 repressed the expression
of keratinocyte-specific markers and transcription factor, like
KRTI1, KRT10 and p63 which mark and control keratinocyte
stratification, suggested that PDX-1 may perturb normal
epidermal differentiation (Fig. 6¢). Importantly, PDX-1 induced
keratinocytes markers repression was not associated with
increased cell proliferation (unaltered Ki67 staining) or with
increase in the pluripotent cells markers such as NANOG, OCT-
4 and SOX2 expression (Fig. 6h). Taken together these data
suggest that PDX-1 induced keratinocytes reprogramming along
the pancreatic lineage is associated with restricted developmental
regression but not with induced pluripotency.

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

Lineage tracing: PDX-1 activates the pancreatic lineage in
keratinocytes

Co-localization of insulin (C-peptide) and keratinocyte markers,
may suggest that insulin producing cells are indeed generated in
keratinocytes upon ectopic PDX-1expression. However, because
PDX-1 repressed keratinocyte marker expression (Fig. 6 c-g), we
irreversibly tagged keratinocytes for KRT5 expression prior to the
ectopic PDX-1 treatment. We used a lentivirus-based dual
expression system for tracing cell fate i vitro [37]. This genetic
manipulation allowed continuous tracking of keratinocytes’ fate
after the endogenous KRT5 expression vanished. Lentiviral
infection of the keratinocytes was performed at passage 2. The
reporter virus alone infected 47+10.4% of cells (averaged over 3
cultures). Double lentivirus infections were
22.8%10.4% of cells, based on measurements of the constitutively
active CMV-CRE virus (Fig. S1). Expression of eGFP upon
DsRed2/eGFP reporter and KRT-5 Cre-recombinase treatment
was detected in 20.5%7.4% of cells (Fig. S1). The specificity of
KRTS5 lineage tracing was exemplified by co staining for the Cre-
recombinase protein which was restricted only to KRT) positive
cells (data not presented). Thus, the KRT5 promoter-CRE
lentiviral system specifically and irreversibly tagged KR'T'5-positive
cells.

successful in

Keratinocytes irreversibly labeled with KRT5 expression were
treated with Ad-CMV-PDX-1 and immunostained for co-expres-
sion of eGFP and C-peptide (Fig. 7b). Indeed, C-peptide positive
cells generated upon PDX-1 treatment, also expressed eGFP,
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Figure 6. Ectopic PDX-1 activated early endoderm but not hepatic or pancreatic acinar markers, while repressing the expression of
keratinocyte-specific markers. Human keratinocytes isolated from neonatal foreskin were infected with Ad-f-gal or Ad-PDX-1 (both at 1000 moi)
for 7 days. Quantitative real time RT-PCR analyses indicated the relative transcription levels of (a) early endoderm-specific markers, (b) hepatic and
pancreatic acinar markers, (c) keratinocyte markers or (h) embryonic stem cell markers. The results were normalized to the level of f-actin gene
transcription within the same cDNA sample. The mean *standard deviations of Ad-PDX-1 treated cells are expressed relative to the mean levels
observed in Ad-f-gal treated cells. n=6 from 3 different cultures. *P<<0.01, **P<<0.05 (h) cDNA extracted from human embryonic cells was used as
positive control. (d-g) Cells treated with either (d, f) Ad-$-gal or (e, g) Ad-PDX-1 were fixed and co-stained for (d, €) KRT5 (green) and PDX-1 (red) or for
(f, g) GFAP (green) and PDX-1 (red). The nuclei were stained with DAPI; magnification: d—g x30.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0026298.g006

suggesting that insulin producing cells can be directly generated in
keratinocytes that were positive for KR'T5 expression prior to PDX-
1 induced reprogramming. The relatively low efficiency of lenti-
virus infection (20.5%+7.4% of KRT" cells), cannot rule out the
possibility that additional cells in the culture could give rise to insulin
producing cells. Nonetheless, C-peptide and eGIFP co-expression,
unequivocally suggest that PDX-1 was capable of activating insulin
production in ectoderm-derived human keratinocytes.

Discussion

The present study demonstrated for the first time the capacity to
directly activate the endocrine pancreatic lineage and function in
ectoderm derived human keratinocytes. Our data suggested that
transcription factors that control pancreas organogenesis such as
PDX-1 could activate the pancreatic lineage and function in adult
cells of developmentally unrelated tissue in a process which crosses

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

the boundaries of distinct developmental germ layers. This
transdifferentiation process is associated with host cells dediffer-
entiation but not with increased cells proliferation or induction of
embryonic markers expression.

PDX-1 treated keratinocytes acquired ‘endocrine-like’ charac-
teristics associated with specific activation of proinsulin processing
enzymes, granule assembly markers, and a glucose sensing ability
associated with GLUT-2 and Glucokinase (Hexokinase-4) gene
expression. None of these properties were detected in control
treated keratinocytes (Fig. 2d). The reprogrammed keratinocytes
acquired P-cell like functions, including insulin production,
processing, and secretion in response to elevated glucose
concentration (Fig. 5g). Moreover, like in pancreatic B-cells and
in reprogrammed liver cells [18,45], insulin secretion could only
be stimulated by glucose, and similar concentrations of the non-
metabolizable glucose analog, 2-DOG had no effect on insulin
secretion from reprogrammed human keratinocytes. This indi-
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Figure 7. C-peptide positive cells arose from keratinocytes
(KRT5 positive cells). Lineage tracing analyses were performed with
dual Cre-Lox lentiviral infections. (a) Schematic representation of the
Lox (upper) and Cre (lower) lentiviral vectors. Only cells that expressed
KRT5 could activate Cre expression; then, Cre would excise the DsRed2
gene between the Lox sites and remove a stop codon preceding the
eGFP gene, which is subsequently controlled by the CMV promoter. (b)
Ten days after the dual lentiviral infection, cells were treated with Ad-
PDX-1 for 7 days. Fixed cells were stained with three immunofluorescent
antibodies and examined with a confocal microscope to detect
keratinocytes that processed insulin. (i, i, iii) GFP (green) identifies the
cell as a keratinocyte, PDX-1(blue) shows successful ectopic protein
expression, and c-peptide (turquoise) shows processed insulin produc-
tion. (iv) Superimposed images show that all three proteins are
expressed within the same cell. Original magnification x90.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0026298.9g007

rectly suggested functional coupling between insulin storage
compartments and the glucose-sensing apparatus in PDX-1
treated keratinocytes (Fig. 5g).

The reprogramming of human keratinocytes to produce insulin
occurred in a relatively short period of time and was relatively
efficient, when compared to reprogramming into pluripotency. PDX-
1 activated insulin production in 12.61%=8% of cells, 5 to 7 days
subsequent to Ad-PDX-1 administration. In contrast, reprogram-
ming adult cells into pluripotent cells (iPS) typically takes >20 days
[6,46] with an efficiency of 0.05-0.1%; or 3.3% in clonal cells [5,6].

Reprogramming ectoderm-derived cells to become endocrine
pancreatic-like cells occurred without integration of the develop-
mental factor into the host genome [47]. Ectopic rat PDX-1
delivered by recombinant adenoviruses, activated endogenous
human PDX-1 and numerous additional pancreatic transcription
factors that are typically silent in this ectoderm derived tissue, and
which may have collectively activated the downstream o and B cell
specific, adult, functional markers (Figs. 2e—f & 3). The activation of
endogenous PDX-1 may suggest that despite the episomal nature of
the ectopic PDX-1 gene, the induced reprogramming process may
be irreversible, although this should be further directly analyzed.
Reprogramming induction in the absence of integration of foreign
genetic information has important safety advantage [48-51].

Our data suggested that PDX-1 plays a dual role in re-
programming keratinocytes to become B-like-cells, as it both
repressed host repertoire of gene expression, while activating the
pancreatic lineage protein expression in keratinocytes (Fig. 5 & 6¢—
g). Since it seems unlikely that PDX-/ could directly repress
expression of multiple genes in the keratinocytes through a direct
effect, it could potentially repress a keratinocytes specific transcrip-
tion factor, which may in turn affect multiple keratinocytes markers

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

Keratinocytes to Pancreas Transdifferentiation

expression. Indeed, a similar dual role was described in PDX-1
induced reprogramming of liver along the pancreatic lineage [39].
Hepatic dedifferentiation was obligatory for the PDX-1 induced
activation of the pancreatic lineage in liver, and was associated
with PDX-1 induced CEBPJ repression [39]. When ectopically
expressed in keratinocytes, PDX-1 repressed p63 expression which
was suggested essential for epithelial stratification and normal skin
development [41]. However, the direct association between
keratinocytes dedifferentiation and p63 repression should be further
directly analyzed. PDX-1 induced keratinocytes dedifferentiation
was not associated by increased cells proliferation or by the
activation of early embryonic stem cells markers such as OCT-4,
NANOG and SOX-2 (Fig. 6h). This may suggest that restricted
developmental regression rather than complete induction of a
pluripotent state is sufficient for the activation of the alternate
pancreatic repertoire, by ectopic expression of transcription factors
of committed cell lineages.

PDX-1 activated SOX17 and GATA-4 expression in keratino-
cytes (Fig. 6a). The activation of these endodermal markers was
intriguing because in pancreas organogenesis in the embryo SOX
17 expression precedes that of PDX-1 [52]. The potential role of
endodermal markers expression which is associated with the
activation of the pancreatic lineage in PDX-1 treated keratinocytes
should be further analyzed in future studies. On the other hand,
SOX 17 expression may prevent further dedifferentiation into
pluripotency as suggested by Niakan et al [53]. Despite its capacity
to activate early endodermal markers, PDX-1 specifically activated
endocrine pancreatic markers and not markers of other adult
endodermal tissues, such as liver and exocrine pancreas (Fig. 6b).

The advantage of the transdifferentiation process described here
is that it is relatively fast and is neither mediated by integration of
foreign genetic information nor episodes of uncontrolled cell
proliferation. Moreover, the generated cells are equipped by the
desired characteristics and function, to be potentially used in cell
therapy approaches. However, the total number of reprogrammed
cells is restricted since most of the generated cells are post mitotic.
To overcome the limited number of committed cells generated,
the reprogramming efficiency should be further increased and the
transdifferentiation process should be initiated in an abundant
source of proliferating cells, which can be readily propagated prior
to reprogramming induction.

In summary, transdifferentiation of ectoderm derived kera-
tinocytes along the endodermal pancreatic lineage and function
serves as a proof of concept to suggest that the transcription factors
induced reprogramming is wider and more general developmental
process than initially considered. The present study has enlarged
the arsenal of potential cell sources suitable for regenerative
medicine approaches, and future studies may utilize the most
accessible and efficiently proliferating cells to be used as the
desired source of tissue for cell therapy protocols.

Supporting Information

Figure S1 Lineage tracing for KRT)5 positive cells
(keratinocytes). HaCaT cells (human keratinocytes cell line)
were co-infected with the reporter vector (R/G) and either the
constitutively active CMV-CRE vector (a—e, control) or the
KRT5-CRE vector (f; keratinocyte-specific promoter activity).
Seventy two hours (72 h) post infection, the cells express DsRed2
and/or eGFP. (a, f) Schematic presentation of the R/G reporter
and Cre lentiviral vectors; (b, g) Phase-contrast images; (c, h)
DsRed2 protein expression shows that many cells infected by the
DsRed2/eGFP reporter alone or infected by both lentiviruses but,
could not activate Cre; (d, 1) eGFP protein expression shows the
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cells that were able to activate Cre. (e, j) Superimposed images
show merged colors (yellow) where proteins are co-localized. Co-
labeling with eGFP and DsRed?2 likely reflects the activity of the
Cre recombinase and the relatively long half-life of the DsRed2
protein (t;,0=4.5 days), such that the DsRed2 protein can be
detected even 1-2 weeks after the DsRed2 gene is no longer
expressed [34]. Original magnification x20.

(TIF)

Methods S1 Quantitative real-time RT-PCR primers
list. The primer sets used in this study are listed. Annealing
temperate of all primers is 60°c.

(DOC)

References

1. Raff M (2003) Adult stem cell plasticity: fact or artifact? Annu Rev Cell Dev Biol
19: 1-22.

2. Jopling C, Boue S, Izpisua Belmonte JC (2011) Dedifferentiation, transdiffer-
entiation and reprogramming: three routes to regeneration. Nature 12: 79-89.

3. Theise ND (2002) New principles of cell plasticity. C R Biol 325: 1039-1043.

4. Theise ND (2010) Stem cell plasticity: recapping the decade, mapping the future.
Exp 38: 529-539.

5. Hanna J, Markoulaki S, Schorderet P, Carey BW, Beard C, et al. (2008) Direct
reprogramming of terminally differentiated mature B lymphocytes to pluripo-
tency. Cell 133: 250-264.

6. Takahashi K, Yamanaka S (2006) Induction of pluripotent stem cells from
mouse embryonic and adult fibroblast cultures by defined factors. Cell 126:
663-676.

7. Ferber S, Halkin A, Cohen H, Ber I, Einav Y, et al. (2000) Pancreatic and
duodenal homeobox gene 1 induces expression of insulin genes in liver and
ameliorates streptozotocin-induced hyperglycemia. Nat Med 6: 568-572.

8. Szabo E, Rampalli S, Risueno RM, Schnerch A, R M, et al. (2010) Direct
conversion of human fibroblasts to multilineage blood progenitors. Nature 468:
521-526.

9. Vierbuchen T, Ostermeier A, Pang ZP, Kokubu Y, Sudhof TC, et al. (2010)
Direct conversion of fibroblasts to functional neurons by defined factors. Nature
463: 1035-1041.

. Pang ZP, Yang N, Vierbuchen T, Ostermeier A, Fuentes DR, et al. (2011)
Induction of human neuronal cells by defined transcription factors. Nature 2011:
26.

. Horb ME, Shen CN, Tosh D, Slack JM (2003) Experimental conversion of liver
to pancreas. Curr Biol 13: 105-115.

. Ber I, Shternhall K, Perl S, Ohanuna Z, Goldberg I, et al. (2003) Functional,
persistent, and extended liver to pancreas transdifferentiation. J Biol Chem 278:
31950-31957.

. Koizumi M, Doi R, Toyoda E, Tulachan SS, Kami K, et al. (2004) Hepatic
regeneration and enforced PDX-1 expression accelerate transdifferentiation in
liver. Surgery 136: 449-457.

. Nakajima-Nagata N, Sakurai T, Mitaka T, Katakai T, Yamato E, et al. (2004)
In vitro induction of adult hepatic progenitor cells into insulin-producing cells.
Biochem Biophys Res Commun 318: 625-630.

15. Tang DQ, Lu S, Sun YP, Rodrigues E, Chou W, et al. (2006) Reprogramming
liver-stem WB cells into functional insulin-producing cells by persistent
expression of Pdx1- and Pdx1-VP16 mediated by lentiviral vectors. Lab Invest
86: 83-93.

. Kaneto H, Matsuoka TA, Nakatani Y, Miyatsuka T, Matsuhisa M, et al. (2005)
A crucial role of MafA as a novel therapeutic target for diabetes. J Biol Chem
280: 15047-15052.

. Kaneto H, Nakatani Y, Miyatsuka T, Matsuoka TA, Matsuhisa M, et al. (2005)

PDX-1/VP16 fusion protein, together with NeuroD or Ngn3, markedly induces

insulin gene transcription and ameliorates glucose tolerance. Diabetes 54:

1009-1022.

Sapir T, Shternhall K, Meivar-Levy I, Blumenfeld T, Cohen H, et al. (2005)

From the Cover: Cell-replacement therapy for diabetes: Generating functional

insulin-producing tissue from adult human liver cells. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A

102: 7964-7969.

. Zalzman M, Gupta S, Giri RK, Berkovich I, Sappal BS, et al. (2003) Reversal of

hyperglycemia in mice by using human expandable insulin-producing cells

differentiated from fetal liver progenitor cells. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 100:

7253-7258.

Aviv V, Meivar-Levy I, Rachmut IH, Rubinek T, Mor E, et al. (2009) Exendin-4

promotes liver cell proliferation and enhances PDX-1-induced liver to pancreas

transdifferentiation. J Biol Chem 284: 33509-33520.

Gefen-Halevi S, Rachmut IH, Molakandov K, Berneman D, Mor E, et al.

(2010) NKX6.1 Promotes PDX-1-induced liver to pancreatic b-cells repro-

gramming. Cellular Reprogramming 12: 655-664.

Zalzman M, Anker-Kitai L, Efrat S (2005) Differentiation of Human Liver-

Derived, Insulin-Producing Cells Toward the {beta}-Cell Phenotype. Diabetes

54: 2568-2575.

20.
21.

22.

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

10

Keratinocytes to Pancreas Transdifferentiation

Acknowledgments

We thank Dana Berneman, Kfir Molakandov, Keren Shternhall-Ron, and
Vered Aviv for fruitful discussions; we also thank Michael Walker for
critically reviewing the manuscript.

Author Contributions

Conceived and designed the experiments: MMH NL IML SF. Performed
the experiments: MMH NL EC ON IML. Analyzed the data: MMH NL
IML SF. Contributed reagents/materials/analysis tools: EW RM AO
EBM PR. Wrote the paper: NL IML SF.

23. Ferber S (2000) Can we create new organs from our own tissues? Isr Med Assoc J

2: 32-36.

Li WC, Horb ME, Tosh D, Slack JM (2005) In vitro transdifferentiation of

hepatoma cells into functional pancreatic cells. Mech Dev 122: 835-847.

. Tang DQ, Cao LZ, Chou W, Shun L, Farag C, et al. (2006) Role of Pax4 in

Pdx1-VP16-mediated liver-to-endocrine pancreas transdifferentiation. Lab

Invest 86: 829-841.

Wang AY, Ehrhardt A, Xu H, Kay MA (2007) Adenovirus Transduction is

Required for the Correction of Diabetes Using Pdx-1 or Neurogenin-3 in the

Liver. Mol Ther 15: 255-263.

Zhou Q), Brown J, Kanarek A, Rajagopal J, Melton DA (2008) In vivo

reprogramming of adult pancreatic exocrine cells to beta-cells. Nature 455:

627-632.

. Zhou Q, Melton DA (2008) Extreme makeover: converting one cell into
another. Cell Stem Cell 3: 382-388.

. Deutsch G, Jung J, Zheng M, Lora J, Zaret KS (2001) A bipotential precursor

population for pancreas and liver within the embryonic endoderm. Development

128: 871-881.

Kahn A (2000) Converting hepatocytes to beta-cells-a new approach for

diabetes? Nat Med 6: 505-506.

Gershengorn MC, Geras-Raaka E, Hardikar AA, Raaka BM (2005) Are Better

Islet Cell Precursors Generated by Epithelial-to-Mesenchymal Transition? Cell

Cycle 4: 380-382.

Yamanaka S (2009) Elite and stochastic models for induced pluripotent stem cell

generation. Nature 460: 49-52.

Rheinwald JG, Green H (1977) Epidermal growth factor and the multiplication

of cultured human epidermal keratinocytes. Nature 265: 421-424.

Green H, Rheinwald JG, Sun T'T (1977) Properties of an epithelial cell type in

culture: the epidermal keratinocyte and its dependence on products of the

fibroblast. Prog Clin Biol Res 17: 493-500.

. Rheinwald JG, Green H (1975) Serial cultivation of strains of human epidermal

keratinocytes: the formation of keratinizing colonies from single cells. Cell 6:

331-343.

Seijffers R, Ben-David O, Cohen Y, Karasik A, Berezin M, et al. (1999) Increase

in PDX-1 levels suppresses insulin gene expression in RIN 1046-38 cells.

Endocrinology 140: 3311-3317.

Russ HA, Bar Y, Ravassard P, Efrat S (2008) In vitro proliferation of cells

derived from adult human beta-cells revealed by cell-lineage tracing. Diabetes

57: 1575-1583.

Endo M, Zoltick PW, Peranteau WH, Radu A, Muvarak N, et al. (2008)

Efficient in vivo targeting of epidermal stem cells by early gestational

intraamniotic injection of lentiviral vector driven by the keratin 5 promoter.

Mol Ther 16: 131-137.

Meivar-Levy I, Sapir T, Gefen-Halevi S, Aviv V, Barshack I, et al. (2007)

Pancreatic and duodenal homeobox gene 1 induces hepatic dedifferentiation by

suppressing the expression of CCAAT/enhancer-binding protein beta. Hepa-

tology 46: 898-905.

Moll R, Divo M, Langbein L (2008) The human keratins: biology and

pathology. Histochem Cell Biol 129: 705-733.

Koster MI, Kim S, Mills AA, DeMayo EJ, Roop DR (2004) p63 is the molecular

switch for initiation of an epithelial stratification program. Genes Dev 18: 126-131.

Kojima H, Fujimiya M, Matsumura K, Younan P, Imaeda H, et al. (2003)

NeuroD-betacellulin gene therapy induces islet neogenesis in the liver and

reverses diabetes in mice. Nat Med 9: 596-603.

MacDonald PE, Joseph JW, Rorsman P (2005) Glucose-sensing mechanisms in

pancreatic beta-cells. Philos Trans R Soc Lond B Biol Sci 360: 2211-2225.

Eckert RL, Rorke EA (1989) Molecular biology of keratinocyte differentiation.

Environ Health Perspect 80: 109-116.

German MS, Moss LG, Rutter WJ (1990) Regulation of insulin gene expression

by glucose and calcium in transfected primary islet cultures. J Biol Chem 265:

22063-22066.

Alipio Z, Liao W, Roemer EJ, Waner M, Fink LM, et al. (2010) Reversal of

hyperglycemia in diabetic mouse models using induced-pluripotent stem (iPS)-

derived pancreatic beta-like cells. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 107: 13426-13431.

24.

26.

27.

30.

31.

32.

34.

36.
37.

38.

39.

40.

41.
42.
43.

44.

46.

October 2011 | Volume 6 | Issue 10 | e26298



47. Vorburger SA, Hunt KK (2002) Adenoviral gene therapy. Oncologist 7: 46-59.

48. Pera MF (2011) Stem cells: The dark side of induced pluripotency. Nature 471:
46-47.

49. Lister R, Pelizzola M, Kida YS, Hawkins RD, Nery JR, et al. (2011) Hotspots of
aberrant epigenomic reprogramming in human induced pluripotent stem cells.
Nature 471: 68-73.

50. Gore A, Li Z, Fung HL, Young JE, Agarwal S, et al. (2011) Somatic coding
mutations in human induced pluripotent stem cells. Nature 471: 63-67.

@ PLoS ONE | www.plosone.org

1

53.

Keratinocytes to Pancreas Transdifferentiation

. Zhao T, Zhang ZN, Rong Z, Xu Y (2011) Immunogenicity of induced

pluripotent stem cells. Nature 2011: 13.

Spence JR, Lange AW, Lin SC, Kaestner KH, Lowy AM, et al. (2009) Sox17
regulates organ lineage segregation of ventral foregut progenitor cells. Dev Cell
17: 62-74.

Niakan KK, Ji H, Machr R, Vokes SA, Rodolfa KT, et al. (2010) Sox17
promotes differentiation in mouse embryonic stem cells by directly regulating
extraembryonic gene expression and indirectly antagonizing self-renewal. Genes

24: 312-326.

October 2011 | Volume 6 | Issue 10 | e26298



