
particularly those with possible mi-
crometastatic disease, and may well
redefine the role of adjuvant therapy.
The status of the regional nodal
basins still remains the single most
important variable predicting prog-
nosis. ALND provides the benefit of
regional control of axillary disease
and may improve overall survival.16

Surgical removal of microscopic
nodal metastases may be curative in
certain populations. It is possible that
some patients may be spared the use
of adjuvant chemotherapy or offered
its use, depending whether micro-
metastasis can be found with the
highly sensitive techniques described. 

In addition to clinicopathological
parameters such as estrogen-receptor
and progesterone-receptor status, tu-
mour size, DNA ploity, degree of
angiogenic activity, which the au-
thors and others have studied in de-
tail, molecular markers such as those
delineating expression of apoptosis-
regulating genes such as P53 and
BCL-2 or HER2-overexpressing tu-
mours may allow prediction of prog-
nosis and chemoresponsiveness.17

Gene expression arrays technology
can identify individual profiles that
may predict prognosis or treatment
response and, if validated, this ap-
proach may enable the selection of
patients who could benefit and
chemotherapy that will optimize
treatment, minimize toxicity and se-

lect the right patient for the most ef-
fective treatment. 
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Correction 
In the article “Users’ guide to the surgical literature:
how to perform a literature search” by Birch and asso-
ciates in the April issue (Can J Surg 2003;46:136-41),
figures 2 and 3 were transposed; the legends are cor-
rect. We apologize to the authors and our readers for
this error.


