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Abstract
Integrins are the principle cell adhesion receptors that mediate leukocyte migration and activation
in the immune system. These receptors signal bidirectionally through the plasma membrane in
pathways referred to as “inside-out” and “outside-in” signaling. Each of these pathways is
mediated by conformational changes to the integrin structure. Such changes allow high affinity
binding of the receptor with counter-adhesion molecules on the vascular endothelium or
extracellular matrix, and lead to association of the cytoplasmic tails of the integrins with
intracellular signaling molecules. Leukocyte functional responses resulting from outside-in
signaling include migration, proliferation, cytokine secretion and degranulation. Here we review
the key signaling events that occur in the inside-out versus outside-in pathways, highlighting
recent advances in our understanding of how integrins are activated by a variety of stimuli and
how they mediate a diverse array of cellular responses.
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INTRODUCTION
At sites of inflammation or infection, leukocytes exit the vasculature through a cascade of
events that involve a series of adhesion and homing receptors (1). Integrins play a central
role in this cascade, mediating firm arrest of leukocytes on the inflamed endothelium and
coordinating transmigration through the basement membrane to allow homing to the site of
infection or inflammation.

Integrins are cell surface receptors composed of α and β chain heterodimers of type I
transmembrane glycoproteins with short cytoplasmic tails. There are 18 different α and 8
different β subunits, which associate in pairs to form at least 24 distinct αβ receptors (2).
Common integrins expressed on leukocytes include leukocyte function-associated antigen 1
(LFA-1 or αLβ2), Mac-1 (αMβ2) and very late antigen 4 (VLA-4 or α4β1). The ligands (or
counter- receptors) for LFA-1 are the intercellular adhesion molecules (ICAMs 1–5) that are
expressed primarily on vascular endothelial cells. Mac-1 recognizes a more diverse set of
ligands including extracellular matrix proteins such as fibrinogen and fibronectin as well as
activated complement proteins such as iC3b. VLA-4 recognizes the vascular intercellular
adhesion molecule, VCAM-1, while the major integrin on platelets, αIIbβ3, binds primarily
fibrinogen. In leukocytes these integrins are involved in slow rolling, adhesion
strengthening, transendothelial migration and transmit signals that facilitate respiratory
burst, complement-mediated phagocytosis, cytokine production, proliferation, survival,
differentiation, degranulation and cellular polarization. In platelets, integrins are required for
stable clot formation and hemostasis. From a cell biologic point of view, the primary
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function of integrins is to serve as a link between the actin cytoskeleton of the cell (or
platelet) and the extracellular matrix.

The key role integrins play in immune function is evidenced by several human conditions
where defects in integrin expression or function occur. These conditions are collectively
known as leukocyte adhesion deficiencies (LAD) and summarized in Table 1. In mice, all
the leukocyte integrins have been knocked out, and several floxed alleles have been
reported. In addition, mice containing specific point mutations in different integrins have
been engineered either to study the role of specific pathways in vivo, or to try and mimic
human disease (those discussed in the text are summarized in Table 2).

INSIDE-OUT SIGNALING
Inside-out signaling is defined as those events that induce conformational changes in the
integrin leading to increased ligand binding affinity (“integrin activation”) and clustering of
integrins in the membrane, which together result in “avidity modulation” allowing cell
attachment. Circulating leukocytes generally maintain their integrins in a non-adhesive state
in which the integrin ectodomains are held in a bent or folded conformation that restricts
their ability to bind ligands. Chemoattractants or cytokines stimulate receptors leading to
rapid integrin activation and clustering. In lymphocytes, integrin avidity is also modulated
by stimulation through the B cell receptor (BCR) and T cell receptor (TCR). Signaling
through other receptors, such as CD14 on monocytes and CD40 on B cells, also affects
integrin-mediated adhesion. The first step in integrin activation is separation of the
cytoplasmic tails. This ultrastructural change is relayed throughout the length of the integrin
and results in unfolding of the ectodomain of the receptor (2). The extended conformation of
the integrin becomes a high affinity receptor for its ligand and facilitates clustering of the
extended receptors at the cell surface. This process enables leukocytes to rapidly adhere and
de-adhere to vascular endothelium during inflammatory cell responses. Experimentally,
inside-out signaling leading to integrin activation can be measured by binding of activation
state-specific antibodies or attachment to ligands such as ICAM. Integrin affinity
modulation is also involved with the initial stages of leukocyte rolling on vascular
endothelium (1).

Analysis of integrin mutants that either cause constitutive integrin activation or failure to
bind ligands, along with structures obtained by x-ray crystallography and electron
microscopy, have defined regions important in integrin activation (2, 3). It is clear from
FRET analysis of αL and β2 that the cytoplasmic domains are close together in the resting
inactive state, but spatial separation is detected upon integrin activation by a variety of
intracellular signals including activation of protein kinase C (PKC), G-protein coupled
receptors (GPCRs) or transfection of the talin head domain.

How do signals from divergent cell surface receptors converge to mediate these structural
changes in integrins? The cytoplasmic tails of integrins are fairly short (Figure 1). α integrin
cytoplasmic tails contain a conserved GFFKR amino acid sequence that is critical for a salt
bridge-mediated interaction with the β chain; deletion or mutations of the GFFKR sequence
lead to impaired association with the β chain and constitutive integrin activation both in
vitro and in vivo (2). The β taiIs also contain amino acids important for the salt bridge with
the α chain, and two NPXY/F motifs that mediate protein binding. Several phosphorylation
sites have been identified in α and β tails and a number of proteins specifically associate
with either tail (Figure 2).
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Rap GTPases in the inside-out pathway
The Rap GTPases have been implicated as major regulators of the inside-out pathway in
lymphocytes (4). Rap1 and Rap2 are activated downstream of TCR/BCR or chemokine
signaling, leading to LFA-1 and α4 integrin-dependent adhesion (5–7). Activation of either
Rap1 or 2 in myeloid cells has not been reported. Sebzda et al made a transgenic mouse
expressing a constitutively active form of Rap1 in T cells that leads to unregulated activation
of LFA-1 (8). Expression of dominant negative Rap1 inhibits TCR-mediated LFA-1
activation in Jurkat T cells (9), while overexpression of the Rap1-specific GAP, SPA1,
inhibits rapid ICAM-dependent adhesion of primary T cells to vascular endothelium (7). In
B cells, expression of constitutively active Rap2 enhances B cell adhesion, whereas
expression of a Rap-specific GAP leads to a reduction in LFA-1 and VLA-4 dependent
adhesion (5). Mice that lack Rap1b show embryonic and perinatal lethality due to bleeding
disorder, which may be attributable to poor activation of αIIbβ3 on platelets (10). Despite
high similarity between Rap1a and Rap1b, mice that lack Rap1a are viable, but both
lymphoid and myeloid cells manifest integrin-dependent adhesion defects (11, 12). Several
GEFs that activate Rap GTPases have been identified; in particular modulation of CalDAG-
GEF1 activity leads to changes in cell adhesion and migration (13). These GEFs are
activated by a variety of upstream stimuli such as PKC or PKD activation, cAMP and
calcium suggesting that multiple pathways can converge on Rap GTPases.

Proteins that interact with integrin α chains during inside-out signaling
The Rap effector RapL binds to a site consisting of two lysine residues following the
GFFKR motif in the αL chain (14). As shown in Figure 1, only αL contains these lysine
residues, so the role of RapL in activation of other integrins is unclear, although reduction of
RapL protein affects VLA-4-mediated adhesion (15). Lymphocytes and dendritic cells
isolated from RapL-deficient mice display reduced adhesion in response to chemokines, and
homing and migration defects in vivo (16). RapL forms a complex with the serine/threonine
kinase Mst1. Rap1 activation leads to recruitment of both RapL and Mst1 to LFA-1 and
activation of Mst1 kinase activity. Mst1 activation is not seen in RapL-deficient cells. When
Mst1 expression is knocked down using siRNA, integrin activation in response to TCR or
chemokine stimulation is reduced (17).

Paxillin binds to a sequence within the α4 cytoplasmic tail; Y991A or E983A mutations
within the α4 tail abolish this interaction (18). Binding is also blocked by phosphorylation of
S988 within this sequence; mutation of this residue to a phosphomimetic amino acid,
S988D, disrupts paxillin binding and causes increased spreading and decreased migration.
Conversely, mutation of this residue to S988A results in enhanced binding of paxillin to α4
and reduced spreading (19). Mice expressing α4 that lacks the paxillin binding site due to a
Y991A mutation are viable and fertile, in contrast to mice that lack α4, however they show
impaired mononuclear cell recruitment in thioglycollate-induced peritonitis (20). These
observations are consistent with an inhibitory role for paxillin association with α4 integrin.

Phosphorylation of integrin α chains can affect integrin activation, however the residues
involved are found in human but not mouse integrins. Phosphorylation of the αL cytoplasmic
tail occurs on S1140 in T cells stimulated either by antibody crosslinking of the TCR, or by
treatment with phorbol ester. A mutant S1140A αL chain cannot be activated in T cells by
chemokines or expression of constitutively active Rap1 (21). Integrin αM is constitutively
phosphorylated on S1126 in human neutrophils, and when this site is mutated neutrophils
can no longer be activated to bind ICAM-1 or 2 and fail to migrate into target organs in vivo
(22).
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Proteins that interact with integrin β chains during inside-out signaling
Talin is a large cytoskeletal protein consisting of head and rod domains that are separated by
a calpain cleavage site. In human T cells, siRNA knockdown of talin leads to defects in
TCR-mediated LFA-1 activation (23), while in CHO cells that express integrin αIIbβ3
reduced binding of an activation state-specific antibody is observed (24). In phagocytes,
talin is required for complement-mediated, but not FcRγ-mediated phagocytosis; lack of
talin impairs particle binding (25). Mice deficient in talin die during embryogenesis but
platelets that lack talin (generated using a talinloxP strain, crossed with the Mx-cre line) fail
to activate integrins in response to many different ligands; these mice are resistant to arterial
thrombosis mediated by platelet β1 and β3 integrins (26, 27).

The head domain of talin contains a FERM domain that interacts with β1, β2, and β3 integrin
cytoplasmic tails. The FERM domain contains three subdomains F1, F2 and F3. The F3
subdomain contains a phosphotyrosine binding (PTB)-like domain that binds to the
membrane proximal NPXY/F motif found in β integrin cytoplasmic tails (28). Expression of
the talin N-terminal head domain leads to increased ligand binding of several integrins
including αMβ2 and αIIbβ3 (25, 29). However, the talin-integrin interaction is complex and
requires “activation” of full length talin via mechanisms such as calpain-mediated cleavage,
binding of phosphoinositol phosphates and phosphorylation (29).

Recent work has tried to accurately determine the nature of the talin-integrin interaction
through structural studies. It has been suggested that talin constitutively associates with
inactive integrins but its cleavage alters the binding in such a way that integrin tail unfolding
occurs, initiating integrin activation. Talin then dissociates from the β integrin tail and α-
actinin binds in its place (30). β3 integrins that contain mutations in the talin binding site fail
to activate, although some of these mutants will also prevent binding of other proteins such
as filamin (24). Association of any PTB-containing protein to the integrin NPXY motif
alone is not sufficient to cause activation. Other regions of the talin head domain associate
with more membrane proximal residues in the integrin tail with a lower affinity, and these
disrupt the salt bridge between the α and β tails allowing integrin activation (31). These
other requirements for talin binding may be distinct for different integrins, for example the
F3 domain of talin by itself will activate β3 but not β1 integrins, where portions of the F1
head domain are also required (32). Hato et al found that a chimera consisting of β3 integrin
with a β1 tail is constitutively active. Two mutations in β3 also lead to constitutive activation
(I719M and E749S), and conversely reverse mutations in β1 inhibit its activation. The
activity of the mutants is dependent on the presence of talin (33).

Confirmation that the talin interaction with β integrin tails controls inside-out signaling was
demonstrated in knock-in mice expressing β3 integrin that contains point mutations in the
cytoplasmic tail. A Y747A mutation disrupts binding of talin, filamin and several other
binding proteins, while L746A disrupts binding of specifically talin (34). Platelets from both
strains of mice show impaired agonist-induced fibrinogen binding and platelet aggregation,
hallmarks of integrin inside-out signaling. When integrins are activated exogenously by
addition of Mn2+, platelets are able to spread and initiate outside-in signals. In in vivo
models of thrombosis, the Y746A mouse is resistant to pulmonary thromboembolism and
ferric-chloride-induced vascular injury. Furthermore, this mouse does not show the anemia
and gastrointestinal bleeding seen in β3-null mice suggesting that different functions of
integrins could be targeted therapeutically.

Cytohesin-1, a GEF for ARF-GTPases, is predominantly expressed in hematopoietic cells
where it interacts with the cytoplasmic tail of β2 integrin and regulates adhesion (35).
Mutation of membrane proximal residues WKA723-725TRG of the β2 cytoplasmic tail
abolishes binding. Expression of this mutant in a T cell line that lacks endogenous β2
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integrins results in reduced adhesion to ICAM when compared to expression of wild type β2.
The exchange activity of cytohesin-1 is not required for integrin activation as measured by
binding of an integrin activation state-specific antibody, but is required for spreading
suggesting that cytohesin plays different roles in inside-out versus outside-in integrin
signaling (see below). Overexpression of cytohesin-1 leads to LFA-1-dependent arrest of T
cells stimulated by SDF1α.

The actin-binding protein, α-actinin, binds to β2 integrin tails in neutrophils following
activation (30). Experiments suggest that following talin activation, tail displacement opens
up the α-actinin binding site in a membrane proximal region of the β2 tail, which may
stabilize the integrin open conformation allowing for firm adhesion. α-actinin binding is not
mediated by a PTB/NPXY interaction. Activation state-specific antibodies have
demonstrated that α-actinin co-localizes with intermediate affinity extended integrins found
at the leading edge of migrating T cells rather than high affinity integrins found at firm
adhesion points (36). These results suggest there may be a cascade of protein interactions
with integrin tails that stabilize different conformations during inside-out signaling.

Kindlin family members are FERM domain-containing proteins that interact with integrin β1
and β3 tails at the membrane distal NPXY motif i.e. a site distinct from the talin interaction
domain. The FERM domain of the kindlins is most closely related to that of talin, however
expression of the kindlin-2 FERM domain alone cannot activate integrins in the same way
that talin does (37). Kindlins instead seem to work as coactivators of integrins with talin
because co-expression of the talin and kindlin-2 FERM domains has a synergistic effect on
integrin activation (38). Kindlin-1 and 2 are ubiquitously expressed whereas kindlin-3 is
restricted to hematopoietic cells. Mutations in kindlin-1 are associated with skin disease;
perhaps mutations in other kindlins could cause LAD. Kindlin-3-null mice die shortly after
birth due to severe bleeding from a platelet dysfunction; inside-out αIIbβ3 integrin signaling
in platelets is completely defective in these animals (39). Loss of kindlin-2 in mice results in
peri-implantation lethality, but embryonic stem cells from these mice show decreased
adhesion on a variety of integrin ligands (38).

Several other FERM domain-containing proteins have been described that bind to β integrin
tails. Radixin, like talin, is held in a closed conformation by an intramolecular interaction.
Expression of the head domain alone leads to increased adhesiveness of CHO cells
containing αMβ2 and increased binding of an activation state-specific antibody. The
interaction does not require either of the β2 tail NPXF motifs, instead it binds to a more
membrane proximal region that overlaps with the cytohesin-1 binding site (40). Other
FERM domain-containing proteins that interact with integrin β chains have been identified.
These proteins may act in the same way as kindlins to promote integrin activation through
talin or inhibit integrin activation by competing with talin. Examples include Myosin X,
ICAP-1a, Dok1 and Numb (41, 42).

Several phosphorylation sites have been reported in β integrin tails. The tyrosine residues
found in both NPXY motifs of β1 and β3 integrins are obvious targets. While binding of talin
to integrins is phosphorylation-independent, other proteins show preference for
phosphorylation of the tyrosine contained within the NPXY motif. Genetically engineered
mice have been generated to address the role of the tyrosine residues contained within the
NPXY motifs of the integrin β tail (Table 2). Mutation of the tyrosines to phenylalanines
prevents phosphorylation of the tail but would not be expected to interfere with proteins that
bind in a phosphorylation-independent manner, whereas mutation of the tyrosines to
alanines would be expected to interfere with all NPXY motif-binding proteins. Mice that
express β1 containing both Y783A and Y795A mutations phenocopy the β1 null phenotype
implying that the NPXY motifs are critical for β1 integrin function. Mice that express β1
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containing both Y783F and Y795F mutations do not show any obvious phenotype
suggesting that tyrosine phosphorylation of these motifs is not required (43, 44). However,
platelets from these mice do have mild spreading defects suggesting that tyrosine
phosphorylation of the integrin β tails is important for outside-in signaling. Similar results
were seen in mice containing analogous mutations in β3 integrin (Y772F,Y784F); platelets
showed no defect in inside-out signaling but failed to aggregate (45). A Y772A mutation in
the β3 cytoplasmic tail disrupts talin binding to the proximal NPXY motif and prevents
integrin activation, but also disrupts binding of other PTB-containing proteins such as
filamin. It is interesting to note that β2 integrins contain phenylalanine residues instead of
tyrosine in both their NPXY/F motifs, and therefore would not be regulated by tyrosine
phosphorylation. β2 chain phosphorylation on T758, which is the first of three threonine
residues found between the two NPXF motifs, occurs in response to TCR stimulation and
phorbol ester treatment and creates a binding site for 14-3-3 proteins (21). Mutation of this
residue to alanine seems to affect cell spreading which may suggest an outside-in signaling
defect, possibly linking integrins to Rac and Cdc42-mediated actin cytoskeletal changes.
Filamin also binds to a region of the β2 tail that includes T758, but only when the threonine
is unphosphorylated. Talin and filamin, and therefore 14-3-3 proteins, can all compete for
the same binding site on β2 integrin tails (46).

The sequence of events in inside-out signaling
While it is clear that many proteins associate with integrin cytoplasmic tails and impact both
inside-out and outside-in signaling, the kinetics of binding of all these proteins and the
cascade of protein associations that lead to integrin conformational change and
phosphorylation are poorly understood. Moreover, the pathways regulating inside-out
signaling can be common to several integrins or specific to others depending on cellular
context. Han et al used CHO cells expressing αIIb and β3 to reconstruct integrin inside-out
signaling (47). They observed increased binding of an αIIbβ3 activation state-specific
antibody in response to phorbol 12-myristate 13-acetate (PMA) if cells also expressed levels
of talin and PKCα equivalent to levels found in platelets. Although talin is a substrate for
PKC, phosphorylation of talin by PKC is not required for PMA-stimulated αIIbβ3 activation.
The authors also found that activated Rap1 could substitute for PMA and PKCα. PKC
(activated by PMA or through TCR stimulation) can activate and relocalize Rap1 by
phosphorylating PKD1; PKD1 associates with Rap1 via its PH domain, which leads to
membrane relocalization and association with the cytoplasmic tail of β1 integrin (48). Rap1
is activated by DAG and cytosolic calcium therefore is likely to be downstream of PLC.
Indeed, TCR-mediated activation of LFA-1 and Rap1 is dependent on PLCγ (6). Strong
evidence for a role of the Rap1 GEF, CalDAG-GEFI, in the activation of Rap1 has come
from in vivo mouse and human data. Platelets from CalDAG-GEFI null mice showed greatly
reduced activation of αIIbβ3 as measured by activation state-specific antibodies, and fail to
aggregate (49). Neutrophils from these mice also show defects in Rap1 activation, and
consequently β1 and β3 activation (13). These mice show similar defects as patients with
LAD type III where mutations in CalDAG-GEFI were found (50).

The ability of Rap1 to activate αIIbβ3 is dependent on talin interacting with the β3 tail. Rap1
induces the formation of an “integrin activation complex” containing talin and the Rap1
effector, RIAM (Rap1-GTP-interacting adaptor molecule), which binds and activates αIIbβ3
(51). RIAM-mediated recruitment of talin unmasks the β3 integrin binding site in the talin
F3 domain. RIAM also links Rap1 to ADAP and Skap55, which are essential for TCR-
induced integrin activation (52). Downregulation of Skap55 by siRNA in T cells impairs
TCR-mediated LFA-1 clustering and T cell-APC conjugation (53). T cells from Skap55-
deficient mice show defects in β1 and β2 integrin adhesion, clustering and downstream
functions. A similar phenotype is seen in mice lacking ADAP, which also lack Skap55
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expression (54). Membrane targeting ADAP and Skap55 can increase T cell adhesiveness in
the absence of TCR stimulation indicating that this complex may help to recruit active Rap1
to the membrane (55). These observations suggest that, in T cells, formation of a Rap1/
RIAM/ADAP/Skap55 complex at the membrane is an early step in the pathway leading to
talin activation and integrin tail unfolding. How this pathway intersects with PKC/PKD-
mediated activation of Rap1 is unclear. Related molecules, such as the ADAP/Skap55
homologs PRAM-1 and SkapHom, may function in a similar fashion in myeloid cells.

Open questions in the inside-out pathway
In summary, it is clear that a pathway involving Rap GTPases and talin is critical for inside-
out signaling but there are many unanswered questions. The requirement for the different
pathway components downstream of classical immunoreceptors such as the TCR and BCR
compared to GPCRs still needs to be clarified, for example the role of Rap GTPases and
ADAP-RapL-RIAM proteins in myeloid cells downstream of chemokine receptors is
unknown. Whether these pathways differ in their ability to activate different integrins is also
unclear. For example, in human T cells, inactivation of Rap1 blocks SDF1α stimulated
LFA-1-mediated binding to ICAM1, but not binding of VLA-4-mediated binding to VCAM.
Similarly, silencing of CalDAG-GEFI inhibits SDF1α and PMA stimulated adhesion to
ICAM but not VCAM. This data suggests that different pathways are used to activate LFA-1
and VLA-4 (56). However in B cells, inactivation of Rap2 decreases both LFA-1 and
VLA-4-mediated adhesion to ligands (5). Experiments have suggested that different
chemokines show specificity for activation of different integrins. Neutrophil chemotaxis to
fMLP is dependent on Mac-1 and mediated by p38MAPKs, whereas IL-8 is dependent on
LFA-1 and mediated by phosphatidylinositol-3-kinase (PI3K). In the presence of both
chemokines, fMLP is dominant unless p38MAPKs are inhibited (57). Are both these
pathways activating Rap GTPases to the same extent? There is recent evidence that Rap
GTPases are also involved in the maintenance of basal integrin activity. Intermediate affinity
VLA-4 is found on resting eosinophils, allowing attachment to the endothelium under shear
flow, and this requires Rap GTPase activity, PLC and homeostatic calcium concentrations,
but not p38MAPK (58). Lastly, if a similar pathway is activating integrins downstream of
chemokines and TCR or BCR stimulation, is the signaling additive? This prompts the
question that, in general, chemokines promote migration whereas TCR or BCR stimulation
requires stable cell-cell contacts found in immunological synapses, so how are these two
outcomes achieved? Imaging the localization of integrins at different stages of activation
upon treatment with diverse stimuli could help to address this.

The pathway to clustering
Inside-out signaling pathways are known to stimulate integrin clustering, which contributes
towards increased integrin avidity. It appears that this is particularly important for LFA-1,
which undergoes dramatic relocalization in T and B cells during the formation of
immunological synapses allowing cells to respond to much lower concentrations of ligand
(59). It is unclear whether clustering is stimulated by the same signaling pathways as
changes in integrin affinity, although stimuli that affect either clustering or affinity
selectively have been observed (60). Luo et al identified mutations in the transmembrane
domains of αIIb and β3 that selectively affect either affinity upregulation or clustering (61);
molecules such as Skap55 are clearly required for clustering only (53). Upon PMA
stimulation of T cells, LFA-1 is known to become more mobile within the lipid bilayer and
is clustered in rafts. Clustering of LFA-1 into rafts alone using crosslinking antibodies
against cholera toxin or raft-associated CD24 increases binding to ICAM, and this effect is
dependent on PI3K activity (62). Cholesterol depletion prevents cholera toxin antibody- or
PMA-mediated increases in integrin ligand binding, but importantly does not affect
increased ligand binding mediated by extracellular Mg2+ (62, 63). More recently, single
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particle tracking has been used to determine that different integrin conformations have
distinct diffusion profiles within the membrane implying that different activation states are
uniquely tethered (64). LFA-1 may exist in clusters on some cells allowing them to respond
more rapidly to stimuli. Cambi et al suggest that the presence of LFA-1 in nanoclusters
allows monocytes to bind ICAM-1 whereas DCs cannot (65). Clearly, how integrin affinity
modulation by inside-out signaling affects integrin clustering remains to be defined.
Clustering represents the final steps in the inside-out pathway leading to a transition to
outside-in signaling events that are more associated with leukocyte functional activation.

OUTSIDE-IN SIGNALING
The signaling steps that occur following ligand-induced clustering of leukocyte integrins are
referred to as the outside-in pathway (Figure 3). In leukocytes, much of the signaling from
integrins themselves occurs in the context of other stimulatory events involved in inside-out
pathways, such as engagement of the TCR or activation of GPCRs. Hence, it can be difficult
to separate outside-in signaling events unique to the integrin versus those that are also
induced by additional stimuli. In this regard, especially in lymphocytes, we often think of
the outside-in pathway as being mainly an amplifier, or “co-stimulus” to other signaling
reactions. However, it is now well defined in lymphocytes, myeloid cells and especially
platelets that there are specific signaling pathways induced by integrin engagement that lead
to well-defined functional responses of cells. Using agents that bypass inside-out signaling
such as PMA or Mn2+ investigators can isolate outside-in signaling. For the sake of
discussion, we will define outside-in signaling responses from integrins as those events that
lead to firm cell adherence, cell spreading due to actin cytoskeletal rearrangement and
aspects of cell migration. These cellular responses in turn lead to functional leukocyte
activation. In T cells, integrin outside-in signaling responses include activation of
proliferation, IL-2 secretion and stabilization of T cell/APC contacts. In neutrophils,
integrin-induced signaling results in degranulation and activation of the NADPH oxidase,
leading to ROS production, while in macrophages integrin signaling induces stabilization of
cytokine messages, in particular IL-1β, and differentiation. Outside-in integrin signaling
responses in platelets are classically studied by examination of filopodial and lamellipodial
extensions that produce full spreading and firm adhesion, leading in vivo to thrombus
formation (66).

Initiating events in the outside-in pathway
Perhaps the earliest biochemical event in the outside-in signaling response is activation of
tyrosine kinases, particularly those of the Src and Syk families. Rapid activation of these
enzymes has repeatedly been demonstrated in lymphocytes, myeloid cells and platelets
following β1, β2 and β3 integrin engagement (67). The requirement for these kinases in
mediating outside-in signaling responses has been most clearly defined using knockout
mouse models, in particular in studies of myeloid cells and platelets where integrin signaling
events can be clearly distinguished from other signaling events. Deficiency of the major Src-
family kinases expressed in myeloid cells (Hck, Fgr and Lyn) produces a complete block in
neutrophil degranulation and ROS production following engagement of β2 and β3 integrins.
Similarly, firm adhesion, cell spreading and phosphorylation of specific downstream
substrates (such as Vav, Cbl and other molecules described below) are defective in
macrophages lacking Src-family kinases. Platelets isolated from src−/−hck−/−fgr−/−lyn−/−

combinatorial mutant mice show complete defects in spreading responses following plating
on fibrinogen-coated surfaces, which are mediated by the β3 integrin (66). That deficiency of
these kinases affects primarily the outside-in versus inside-out integrin signaling pathways
has been somewhat difficult to prove. Indeed, there are many examples in the literature of
Src-family kinases being implicated in integrin activation events. In part, this distinction
depends on the assays being used – for example classic leukocyte adhesion assays, which
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are generally assumed to reflect integrin affinity modulation required for attachment, may
also reflect changes in outside-in pathways such as cell spreading and actin cytoskeletal
rearrangement. Deficiency of Src-family kinases appears not to affect cell attachment
following stimulation by fMLP, P- or E-selectin (68, 69). Instead, post-integrin receptor
events leading to cell spreading, firm adhesion and resistance to shear force (i.e. sustained
adhesion) are primarily lost in neutrophils isolated from mice lacking Hck, Fgr and/or Lyn
kinase demonstrating that these kinases are involved in the outside-in pathway. In Jurkat T
cells, it is easier to distinguish signaling events that are specifically mediated by β2 integrins
using mAbs that directly crosslink and cluster the integrin. Such experiments result in
formation of a focal area of polymerized actin (referred to as the actin cloud), which
contains many of the adapters and downstream signaling molecules implicated in outside-in
integrin signaling (70). Formation of this structure is dependent on the Src-kinase Lck in
Jurkat cells suggesting that Lck functions predominately in the outside-in pathway since
these experiments are done in the absence of agonists that would affect integrin affinity
modulation. Ultimately, the question of whether loss of Src-family kinases affects the
inside-out versus outside-in pathway will necessitate development of conformation-specific
mAbs that recognize activated or clustered versions of the murine β2 or β3 integrins – such
antibodies have been invaluable in the study of integrin activation in human leukocytes.

The second class of kinases implicated in the outside-in pathway are the Syk/ZAP-70
kinases – Syk in myeloid cells and platelets and ZAP-70 in T cells. Again, the strongest
evidence implicating Syk/ZAP-70 comes from genetic studies. Deficiency of Syk kinase
results in a complete block in β1, β2 and β3 integrin signaling events in neutrophils and
macrophages (71). Similarly, Syk-deficient platelets manifest a complete block in firm
adhesion and spreading over fibrinogen-coated surfaces (66, 72). In contrast, deficiency of
this enzyme does not block GPCR signaling events in neutrophils or mast cells, supporting
the notion that the integrin signaling defect resides within the outside-in pathway (73).
Deficiency of ZAP-70 in T cells also abrogates signaling events from the β1 integrin in
Jurkat T cells and can, in part, be separated from the signaling defects in CD3/TCR-
mediated events caused by deficiency of this kinase (74).

While there is strong evidence that these kinases are required for leukocyte integrin
signaling events leading to cellular activation (especially in myeloid cells), the role of these
kinases in leukocyte migration, which is classically thought to be the primary function of
integrins, is somewhat confused (67). While monocytes and macrophages lacking Src-
family kinases or Syk display significant migratory defects both in vitro and in vivo, kinase-
deficient neutrophils seem to migrate normally in both standard transwell chemotaxis assays
and during migration into the inflamed peritoneum. In contrast, migration of neutrophils or
eosinophils into the lung during inflammatory or allergic reactions is dependent on Src-
family kinase activity (67). Similar differences seem to exist for Syk-deficient neutrophils.
In the inflamed cremaster muscle model, syk−/− cells show profound defects in adhesion to
the vessel wall and transmigration (75). In contrast, in the Schwartzman skin hemorrhagic
vasculitis model, Syk-deficient (and Src-family kinase-deficient) neutrophils readily enter
the inflammatory site, but fail to undergo Mac-1-mediated activation and hence cause very
little tissue damage (76). Thus one is left with the conclusion that the requirement for
integrin outside-in signaling during leukocyte migration is dependent on both the cell type
and the inflammatory tissue site. Indeed, the recent report from Lammermann et al suggests
that leukocyte integrins are not required at all for dendritic cell migration both in 3D
collagen gel matrices in vitro as well as into lymph nodes and skin in vivo (77). Of course, it
has long been recognized that at least β2 integrins are essential for neutrophil migration,
since both mice and humans lacking this receptor present with LAD (Table 1 and 2). Hence,
the notion that integrin outside-in signaling is a required component of leukocyte migration
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is too broad and needs to be assessed in the context of the specific type of inflammatory
response involved.

The principle other tyrosine kinases implicated in leukocyte integrin signaling are FAK and
its homolog Pyk2. Based on models in fibroblasts, these kinases are generally thought to act
downstream of Src-family members – FAK has a number of tyrosine residues that are
phosphorylated by Src and are required for FAK function. Since FAK deficiency results in
early embryonic lethality, FAKloxP mice crossed to the LysM-cre strain have been used to
study the effect of FAK deletion in myeloid cells. Macrophages lacking FAK fail to form
stable lamellipodia and as a result have marked defects in directional chemotaxis and
impaired migration into the peritoneum in vivo (78). Macrophages derived from pyk2−/−

mice also exhibit altered cell polarization and diminished chemokine-induced motility,
similar to the FAK-deficient cells (79), suggesting that these kinases may have partially
overlapping functions in macrophage motility. In neutrophils, Pyk2 is implicated in integrin
outside-in signaling using pharmacologic inhibitors or by transduction of inhibitory Tat-
Pyk2 fusion peptides into human cells (80). Macrophages and neutrophils lacking Src-
family or Syk kinases show impaired activation/phosphorylation of FAK and Pyk2
following integrin engagement, while the reverse tends not to be the case, supporting the
notion that FAK and Pyk2 act further downstream in the integrin outside-in pathway (81).
Further studies of the role of these kinases using newly available knockout mouse models
are needed.

Coupling kinases to the integrins
As in other signaling cascades, it is believed that physical clustering of the integrins leads to
clustering of associated Src and Syk kinases, which can phosphorylate each other and
initiate the outside-in pathway. This raises the unanswered question of how the kinases
become coupled to integrins. Most leukocyte integrins do not have any obvious interaction
motifs for the various protein domains (such as SH2 or SH3) involved in protein kinase
associations. However, direct interaction between both Src-family kinases and Syk kinase
and the cytoplasmic domain of β2 and β3 integrins has been reported (82). In most cases,
these interactions have been defined either by co-immunoprecipitation or by analysis of
binding by recombinant proteins encompassing domains of the kinases and integrins.
However, in CHO cells it is possible to observe physical interactions between the β3 tail and
Src using FRET reporter methods (83). The interaction between the kinase and the integrin
cytoplasmic tail is found in resting cells, and in the case of Syk, occurs independently of
kinase activation. This supports the general model that resting, inactive integrin tails have
low levels of associated Src and Syk kinases, and following integrin activation/clustering,
the enzymes become activated (often recruiting more kinase molecules to the complex) and
downstream signaling is initiated (66).

More recently, studies from several other groups have suggested that molecules containing
immunoreceptor tyrosine-based activation motifs (ITAMs) are also involved in the coupling
of kinases to integrins (72, 84). Neutrophils isolated from mice lacking the two ITAM
adapter proteins FcRγ (the ITAM-containing signaling chain of the IgG and IgE Fc
receptors) and DAP-12 (which is associated with a number of activating receptors in NK
and myeloid cells) are deficient in β2 and β3 integrin signaling. The function of ITAM-
containing molecules in classical immunoreceptor signaling pathways, such as the TCR,
BCR or FcR, has been well defined; these proteins are phosphorylated by Src-family kinases
and serve as docking sites for Syk or ZAP-70 which in turn initiate downstream signaling
responses (85). Using retroviral-mediated gene transduction of hematopoietic stem cells, the
two studies demonstrate that Syk SH2 domain binding to phosphorylated ITAMs is critical
for outside-in signaling from β2 and β3 integrins in neutrophils and platelets, respectively. In
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this regard, initiation of the integrin outside-in pathway seems to mimic the steps involved in
initiation of immunoreceptor signaling (86).

While at first glance it may appear that these models of initiation of outside-in signaling are
conflicting, it is possible that both models represent different phases of the signal. Integrin-
associated kinase activity may be involved in helping the integrin cytoplasmic tails open up,
allowing association of ITAM adapters such as DAP-12 and FcRγ, which in turn amplify the
signal leading to actin cytoskeletal rearrangement, cell spreading and activation of effector
function. An obvious question in the ITAM model is how the signaling adapter becomes
associated with the cytoplasmic tail of β2 or β3. Is the association constitutive in resting cells
or is it induced in activated cells? Integrins lack transmembrane charged residues that are
generally required for receptor association with DAP-12 or FcRγ and to date there is no
genetic or biochemical evidence for direct association of the adapters with the integrins. An
intriguing recent study from Zhu et al demonstrates that physical separation of the α and β
tails of the αIIbβ3 integrin is required for initiation of intracellular outside-in signaling events
(87). In this study, the investigators introduced a disulfide bond between the α and β chains
which locks the transmembrane regions together. When expressed in CHO cells, this mutant
integrin displays normal inside-out signaling responses in that it adopts an extended
conformation and allows cell attachment to fibrinogen-coated surfaces. However,
subsequent outside-in signaling steps of cell spreading, actin polymerization and focal
adhesion formation are blocked. Other mutations in the integrin β3 tail have been defined
which impair outside-in signaling specifically, though it is unclear if they affect structural
changes in the cytoplasmic tails (88). It is interesting to speculate that this tail separation is
required for association of ITAM-containing adapters with the integrin tail, to allow
propagation and expansion of the outside-in signal.

Another potential mechanism of co-association of ITAM-containing proteins and kinases
with leukocyte integrins may be through their joint recruitment to lipid raft membrane
domains following adhesion. Disruption of lipid raft structures inhibits T cell adhesion via
both LFA-1 and VLA-4 (63). The reverse is also true – enforced clustering of T cell lipid
rafts will induce LFA-1 mediated adhesion (62). In contrast, lipid rafts seem not to be
involved in αIIbβ3 integrin outside-in signaling in platelets (89) while treatment of
neutrophils with methyl-β-cyclodextrin primes the cells for enhanced adhesion and integrin
signaling (90). Clearly, the details in this area remain to be explored. Since the Src-family
kinases are well known components of lipid raft domains, it is likely that some co-
localization of ITAM adapters, integrins and potentially other downstream signaling
molecules within these domains is contributing to the outside-in signal.

Recent observations have shown that these ITAM-containing adapters also play a role in
signaling through the P/E-selectin receptor PSGL-1 to modulate integrin affinity states
allowing the neutrophil to respond more rapidly to endothelial-expressed chemokines (91).
The homology between the signaling events involved in PSGL-1-mediated integrin
activation and subsequent integrin-mediated functional responses in leukocytes is perhaps
the best example of the overlap between inside-out and outside-in signaling pathways.

Downstream proteins in the outside-in pathway
A number of adapter proteins that serve as scaffolds for protein-protein interactions have
been implicated in integrin outside-in signaling. Perhaps the most well studied example is
SLP-76. Deficiency of SLP-76 leads to a severe block in β2 and β3 integrin outside-in
signaling events in neutrophils, dendritic cells and platelets (92). Mice lacking SLP-76
specifically within the myeloid lineage (using SLP-76loxP mutants crossed to the LysM-cre
strain) are completely protected in the Schwartzman skin hemorrhagic vasculitis model,
similar to mice lacking the myeloid Src-family kinases or Syk, demonstrating the in vivo
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significance of SLP-76 for integrin outside-in signaling. While SLP-76 is also implicated in
immunoreceptor signaling, it is interesting that specific mutations within SLP-76, which
affect its ability to bind downstream proteins such as Gads, can impair T cell receptor
signaling without affecting integrin signaling. Likewise, targeting SLP-76 to membrane lipid
rafts restores the ability of this adapter protein to function in the immunoreceptor pathway
but does not restore normal β2 integrin signaling events in SLP-76−/− neutrophils (72). This
suggests that differential association of downstream signaling molecules with SLP-76 may
serve to distinguish immunoreceptor from integrin signaling responses in leukocytes.

The adapter protein ADAP and its myeloid specific homolog PRAM-1 have also been
implicated in outside-in integrin signaling. The major function of ADAP in T cells is the
activation of β1 and β2 integrins following engagement of the TCR, as described above. In
neutrophils however, ADAP seems to play a role in the outside-in pathway, since ADAP-
deficient cells show defects in adhesion-induced superoxide production (92). Similar results
have been observed with PRAM-1-deficient neutrophils, suggesting an overlapping role for
these two adapters in myeloid integrin outside-in pathways (93). The dual role of SLP-76,
ADAP and its associated molecules in inside-out pathways in T cells, versus outside-in
events in myeloid cells, illustrates the cell specificity of these signaling cascades.

Cytohesin-1 also appears to serve a dual function in T cell integrin signaling. Though
initially studied in the inside-out pathway of integrin activation, as described above, direct
involvement of cytohesin-1 in the outside-in pathway is suggested by the observation that
engagement of LFA-1 in Jurkat T cells leads to threonine phosphorylation of cytohesin-1
while signaling through the TCR does not. Expression of a dominant negative form of
cytohesin-1 blocks LFA-1-mediated ERK activation and impairs IL-2 production following
costimulation of LFA-1 and the TCR (94).

JAB1, a co-activator of the c-Jun transcription factor, is implicated in LFA-1 outside-in
signaling. JAB1 is found in both the nucleus and cytoplasm, where a fraction of the JAB1
pool associates with LFA-1. Engagement of LFA-1 causes dissociation of JAB1 from
LFA-1 with a concomitant increase in the nuclear pool of JAB1, leading to formation of c-
Jun complexes and activation of AP-1 transcriptional responses (94). Expression of
dominant negative forms of JAB1 specifically block c-Jun phosphorylation and result in
impaired IL-2 production, similar to the effects of cytohesin-1 inhibition.

In myeloid cells, the dual adapter and ubiquitin ligase protein c-Cbl has been implicated in
integrin outside-in signaling responses through study of Cbl-deficient macrophages (95).
Following engagement of integrin β2 in neutrophils or β1 in macrophages, c-Cbl is rapidly
tyrosine phosphorylated by Src-family kinases and becomes associated with PI3K where it
may assist in translocation of a fraction of intracellular PI3K to the membrane (96).
Macrophages from c-Cbl−/− mice display reduced adhesion, poor podosome formation and
impaired migratory responses (95). Hence, part of the role of Cbl in the outside-in pathway
may involve its ability to bring PI3K to the membrane to generate lipid products needed to
activate downstream signaling components.

PKC family members also function in both inside-out and outside-in pathways. Recently,
both PKCβ and PKC θ have been implicated in αIIbβ3 outside-in signaling responses (97,
98). Platelets deficient in PKCβ or PKCθ do not spread on fibrinogen-coated surfaces,
although agonist-induced binding of soluble fibrinogen occurs normally (indicating normal
β3 integrin activation via inside-out pathways). Both PKC isoforms associate with β3
integrin; PKCβ following integrin ligand binding and PKCθ constitutively. The substrates of
these PKC isoforms are unknown, and their roles in inside-out or outside-in pathways
remains to be explained.
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Connecting integrin outside-in signaling to the actin cytoskeleton
Following integrin clustering, a number of biochemical events are induced downstream that
culminate in modulation of the actin cytoskeletal network. Many of these reactions function
to modulate Rho GTPases. Activation of the Vav family of Rho-GEFs is a key step
downstream of integrin clustering (99) and the most definitive studies have come from
examination of Vav-family-deficient mice. Neutrophils lacking all three Vav family
members show profound defects in β2 integrin signaling, including poor adhesion,
spreading, and activation of oxidative burst, which mimics the phenotype of Src-family
kinase or Syk-deficient cells (100). As predicted, β2-induced activation of Cdc42, Rac1, and
RhoA is defective in Vav1/3-deficient neutrophils. Like Src or Syk kinase-deficient cells,
chemokine-induced attachment and initial adhesion of Vav-deficient neutrophils to inflamed
endothelium is unaffected, arguing that integrin affinity modulation is intact in these cells.
However, because of impaired signaling events to the Rho GTPases and poor cell spreading,
Vav-deficient neutrophils show an inability to maintain firm adhesion under shear flow
conditions. The defective activation of oxidative burst activity as well as other integrin
signaling events likely contributes to the severely compromised host defense against
bacterial pneumonia seen in Vav-deficient mice (100). In a similar fashion, platelets lacking
Vav1 and Vav3 show poor adhesion and spreading responses following engagement of
αIIbβ3 (101).

Another major function of Vav family members is regulation of PLCγ isoforms and
downstream Ca2+ signaling, particularly in immunoreceptor pathways in T cells and B cells
(99). Recent studies in neutrophil integrin signaling show a similar role for Vav proteins;
Vav-deficient neutrophils fail to activate PLCγ2, leading to poor Ca2+ responses which
likely contribute to impaired activation of oxidative burst (100). This same phenotype is
seen in Vav1/3-deficient platelets (101). These observations are supported by the fact that
PLCγ2-deficient neutrophils and platelets show similar defects in integrin-mediated
activation events as Vav-deficient cells (100, 101). The mechanism by which PLC isoforms
modulate integrin signaling is unclear, but likely involves associations with SLP-76 and Vav
proteins. As in the immunoreceptor pathway, integrin ligation induces a SLP-76/Vav/PLCγ
complex that is required for PLCγ phosphorylation and activation. Mutations in SLP-76 that
block this association also block integrin outside-in responses (92). An equally likely role
for PLCγ is production of the lipid mediator IP3, which is known to have direct effects on
Rho GTPase activation.

The primary effectors of the integrin outside-in signaling pathway leading to the actin
cytoskeletal rearrangements needed for cell spreading and firm adhesion are the RhoGTPase
family members – Rac, Rho and Cdc42. The literature on these GTPases in integrin
signaling is vast, primarily in non-hematopoietic cells. Most studies of the RhoGTPases in
leukocyte integrin signaling involve their role in polarization and migration following
adhesion (102). A recent example involves phosphorylation of the α4 chain following VLA4
ligand binding. This releases paxillin and the GTPase ARF6 from the membrane, leading to
accumulation of active Rac at the leading edge (103). Ultimately, the establishment of cell
polarity and directed migration will be the sum of chemoattractant, mechanical (caused by
shear stress in the vasculature) and integrin signals, which will obviously vary depending on
the migratory site and the inflammatory stimulus involved.

Of the many effector molecules downstream of the RhoGTPases, the Wiskott-Aldrich
syndrome protein (WASp) has been defined as playing a major role in integrin signaling in
lymphocytes, myeloid cells and platelets (104). WASp is activated by a number of stimuli,
such as association with GTP-bound Cdc42 and tyrosine phosphorylation. Activated WASp
assumes an unfolded conformation that allows the molecule to interact with the Arp2/3
complex to nucleate actin polymerization. Lack of WASp, in both humans and mice, results
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in impaired leukocyte (and platelet) adhesion, poor spreading responses, reduced migration
and impaired lymphocyte activation. WASp-deficiency results in poor clustering of β2
integrins in macrophages and dendritic cells, resulting in impaired podosome formation and
reduced migration both in vitro and in vivo. Both mouse and human neutrophils lacking
WASp show similar defects in β2 integrin clustering, leading to poor polarization following
adhesion, impaired transendothelial migration in shear flow and reduced activation of
degranulation/respiratory burst (105). At face value, reduced integrin clustering may sound
more like an inside-out signaling impairment, however given that WASp is downstream of
Cdc42 GTPase activation, we interpret this finding to indicate that the defective actin
polymerization responses in the WASp-deficient leukocytes results in a reduced ability to
form secondary adhesion structures (e.g. podosomes in mononuclear cells) needed for firm
adhesion and spreading. In other words, loss of this distal step in outside-in signaling leads
to a reduction of subsequent inside-out steps as leukocyte adhesion progresses suggesting
that integrin signaling is really a circular pathway.

CONCLUSION
The bidirectional nature of integrin signaling, first envisioned by Richard Hynes (106), is
now a firmly established fact. The conformational changes that β2 and β3 integrins undergo
following activation by inside-out signals are becoming well understood at a molecular
level. The diversity of signals originating from these receptors, when clustered by their
respective ligands, is also being unraveled, cell type by cell type. In reality, the two phases
of integrin signaling are almost certainly overlapping and it is often difficult to separate
them experimentally. It is clear that some molecules are involved in the activation of
different integrins in different cell types, such as talin and Rap GTPases, but inside-out
pathways leading to LFA-1 activation in T cells are different from those that activate αIIbβ3
in platelets. Likewise, it is clear that many molecules appear to be involved in both inside-
out and outside-in pathways; in many cases this results in a circular pathway that propagates
signaling which is likely needed for rapid adhesion and cell spreading, particularly in
response to intravascular shear stress. This type of regulation has recently been coined as an
adhesion-strengthening function of integrins (1). In a general sense, for leukocytes, this
dynamic regulation makes sense. Leukocyte adhesion needs to be carefully regulated to
allow rapid migration to sites of infection/inflammation, to modulate immune responses in
secondary lymph nodes, or in the case of platelets to quickly establish hemostasis. So given
this multitude of functional requirements, it is not surprising that integrin signaling is
complex. Yet general themes do exist in all integrins, such as the conformational changes in
the cytoplasmic domains induced by binding of cytoplasmic proteins such as talin or the
activation of tyrosine kinases as initiators of outside-in responses. If we are ever going to
design therapeutics that target integrin signaling events (and given some of the initial
positive clinical results with inhibitors that block integrin/ligand interactions, therapeutic
modulation of integrin function may hold great clinical promise - see Text Box), then a
greater understanding of how these events are regulated will be an area of active research in
the future.
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Definitions

LFA1 leukocyte function-associated antigen 1, integrin αLβ2, CD11a/CD18
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Mac1 integrin αMβ2, CD11b/CD18

VLA4 very late antigen 4, integrin α4β1

LAD leukocyte adhesion deficiency, encompasses a variety of human
syndromes detailed in Table 1

GEF guanine nucleotide exchange factor, activates GTPases by catalyzing
exchange of GDP for GTP

Integrin
affinity

alterations in integrin conformation from bent inactive form to
intermediate and high affinity active ligand binding forms

Integrin
avidity

combination of affinity changes and clustering that lead to increased
ligand binding and signaling

Integrin
clustering

changes in local densities of integrin molecules within the membrane

FRET fluorescence resonance energy transfer

GPCR G protein coupled receptor

TCR T cell receptor

BCR B cell receptor

FERM
domain

named after domain found in 4.1 protein, ezrin, radixin and moesin.
Molecules containing this domain act as linkers between the membrane
and the actin cytoskeleton

PTB phosphotyrosine binding domain, typically binds NPXY motifs and can
be dependent or independent of tyrosine phosphorylation

Src family
kinases

a family of cytoplasmic tyrosine kinases containing an N terminal
unique domain, followed by SH3 and SH2 domains. Src, Hck, Fgr, Lyn,
Blk, Fyn and Lck are expressed in hematopoietic cells

Syk predominantly hematopoietic expressed cytoplasmic tyrosine kinase
containing two N terminal SH2 domains, related to ZAP-70 which is
restricted to T and NK cells

SH2 Src homology 2 domain, binds phosphotyrosine residues

SH3 Src homology 3 domain, binds polyproline motifs

ITAM immunoreceptor tyrosine-based activation motif

Lipid raft cholesterol- and sphingolipid-enriched microdomain found in the
plasma membrane which allows compartmentalization of different
signaling molecules

PLC phospholipase C, recruited to plasma membrane through lipid binding
pleckstrin homology domain and converts PIP2 into two important
signaling second messengers, DAG and IP3

PKC Protein kinase C has many different isoforms that are activated (variably
depending on isoform) by DAG and Ca2+; serine/threonine kinases, key
signaling modulators
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TEXT BOX

Integrin-directed therapies in the clinic

There are several integrin antagonists used in clinical studies. These fall into three
groups; humanized antibodies, synthetic peptides and non-peptide small molecules
(reviewed in 123, 124). All target the extracellular region of integrins and interfere with
ligand binding. Antibodies have been made to target several different integrins including
Efalizumab (Raptiva®), which antagonizes αLβ2, and is used to treat psoriasis, and
Natalizumab (Tysabri or Antegren®), which binds to the α4 chain and antagonizes α4β1
and α4b7 integrins, and is used to treat multiple sclerosis and Crohn’s disease. The
antibodies MEDI-522 (Vitaxin or Abegrin) and CNTO95 target integrin αV and are
currently begin tested as inhibitors of angiogenesis in several cancer trials (125).
Abciximab (ReoPro®) is a Fab fragment that binds αIIbβ3 and is used to inhibit platelet
aggregation. Cilengitide and Eptifibatide (Integrilin®) are cyclic RGD peptide mimetics
that inhibit either αVβ3 and αVβ5 or αIIbβ3 respectively. Non-peptide inhibitors include
Tirofiban (Aggrostat®) that targets αIIbβ3 and is also used to inhibit platelet aggregation,
and Valategrast, a small molecule inhibitor of α4β1 for treatment of asthma. With the
increased understanding of integrin conformational changes, other modulators of integrin
function have been generated and are being evaluated in preclinical models. Whether
inhibitors could be designed that target the intracellular portion of integrins, potentially
distinguishing between different signaling pathways, has not yet been explored.
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Figure 1.
Alignment of transmembrane and cytoplasmic regions of leukocyte integrins. Data is taken
from UniProt (www.uniprot.org), and amino acid numbering does not include the signal
sequence. The solid orange box indicates the transmembrane domain predicted by the
Hidden Markov model (121). The open red box indicates residues that were experimentally
determined to be within the lipid bilayer (122). Residues boxed in yellow are important for
the salt bridge linking the α and β integrin tails. The purple boxes indicate the two NPXY/F
motifs in the β integrin tails.
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Figure 2.
Integrin inside-out signaling. The figure outlines the key signaling events that occur
downstream of chemokine, T and B cell receptors that lead to integrin activation. Inactive
integrins exist in a bent conformation and the α and β cytoplasmic tails are held in close
proximity by a salt bridge between residues found in the membrane proximal region of the
tail. Activation of a variety of signaling pathways results in the recruitment of GTP-bound
Rap1 and activated talin to the integrin, leading to tail separation. The conformational
change in the cytoplasmic region is transmitted through the integrin transmembrane domain
and results in structural changes in the extracellular region, leading to an open conformation
that can bind ligand with high affinity. The C-terminal rod domain of talin interacts with the
actin cytoskeleton, to provide physical coupling of the integrin to the actin network of the
cell. Many other molecules have been shown to interact with integrin cytoplasmic tails, but
exactly how these interactions are coordinated with integrin activation is unclear.
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Figure 3.
Integrin outside-in signaling. The figure details integrin-mediated signaling events that occur
downstream of ligand binding. Zhu et al have shown that outside-in signaling requires
structural changes with the cytoplasmic region of integrin tails (87). Activation of Src family
kinases is a key step, although the exact mechanism by which this occurs is unclear, and
results in phosphorylation of a variety of downstream molecules. These include ITAM-
containing adapters that, when phosphorylated, lead to the recruitment and activation of Syk
or ZAP-70 kinases. These kinases in turn phosphorylate various substrates including SLP76
and Vav. This lead us to propose that integrin outside-in signaling is analogous to signaling
downstream of immunoreceptors, as indicated by the molecules in bold (85, 86). Vav
activates Rho GTPases leading to actin cytoskeletal reorganization. Src family kinases can
also activate FAK and Pyk2 kinases leading to Cbl phosphorylation and recruitment, as well
as PI3K activation. Association of other molecules such as JAB and cytohesin with the
integrin cytoplasmic tails activates other downstream signaling pathways. In this figure,
signaling is depicted as happening in lipid rafts (indicated as orange swirls in the
membrane), although the role of rafts in integrin signaling differs in various cell types.
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Table 1

Human genetic mutations associated with leukocyte adhesion deficiency.

Syndrome Phenotype Defect Mutations References

LADI recurrent
bacterial
infections,
impaired
wound
healing,
defects in
multiple cell
types

loss or reduced β2
on cell surface,
defects in β2
signaling;
mutations in β2

http://bioinf.uta.fi/ITGB2base/ (107)

LADII infections
(periodontitis),
decreased
chemotaxis
and
neutrophilia

mutations in
selectin
glycosylation
(absence of SLeX)

mutations found in Golgi guanosine diphosphate (GDP)-
fucose transporter

(108)

LADIII (variant LADI) recurrent
bacterial
infections,
impaired
wound
healing,
defects in
multiple cell
types

defects in GPCR-
mediated activation
of multiple
integrins

mutations in CalDAG GEFI identified (109)

Glanzmanns Thrombasthenia autosomal
recessive
bleeding
disorder

mutations in αIIb
or β3, platelet
defects

http://sinaicentral.mssm.edu/intranet/research/glanzmann (110)

Wiskott Aldrich Syndrome increased
susceptibility
to pathogens,
defects in
various
immune cell
types

mutations in WASp http://homepage.mac.com/kohsukeimai/wasp/WASPbase.html (104)
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Table 2

Engineered mouse mutants used to study integrin function as discussed in the text.

Integrin Pairs with Mouse model Phenotype References

β1 α1–11, αV Knockout Embryonic lethal (111)

Floxed-β1 × Mx-Cre normal hematopoietic development, mild delay in platelet
responses

(26)

Y763A, Y775A phenocopies β1 knockout (43, 44)

Y763F, Y775F no gross phenotype, mild defect in outside-in integrin signaling in
platelets

(43, 44)

D739A no phenotype (43)

β2 αL, M, X, D Gene targeting, hypermorph viable, fertile, mild granulocytosis (112)

Knockout viable but chronic dermatitis, T cell defects, increased neutrophil
number, leukocytosis, increased susceptibility to bacterial
infections

(113)

β3 αV, αIIb Knockout viable but platelet defects and osteosclersosis, pathological
bleeding

(114)

Y747F, Y759F selectively disrupts outside-in signaling (45)

Y747A disrupts binding of talin, filamin and other proteins, disrupts
inside-out signaling

(34)

L746A disrupts binding with talin specifically, disrupts inside-out
signaling, protection from pathological bleeding

(34)

α4 β1, 7 Knockout embryonic lethal (115)

Y991A disrupts binding with paxillin, mice viable and fertile, impaired
mononuclear cell recruitment in thioglycollate-induced peritonitis

(20)

Floxed-α4 × Mx-Cre defects in hematopoiesis (116)

αIIb α3 no KO made but treatment with blocking antibodies that don’t
block αVβ3 show same phenotype as β3 null

(117)

αL (CD11a) β2 Knockout viable, defect in leukocyte adhesion and migration (decrease in
airpouch model)

(118)

Deletion of GFFKR constitutively activated integrin, impaired de-adhesion and
migration, impaired T cell activation and neutrophil chemotaxis

(119)

αM (CD11b) β2 Knockout defect in neutrophil binding and degranulation, but no effect on
neutrophil emigration

(120)
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