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Background: An oxidized guanine, 8-oxo-7,8-dihydroguanine, induces base mispairing, thereby altering genetic
information.
Results:HumanMTH3 degrades 8-oxoguanine-containing nucleoside diphosphates to preventmisincorporation of 8-oxogua-
nine into DNA and RNA.
Conclusion:MTH3 is closely related to MTH1 and MTH2 but differs in substrate specificity.
Significance:MTH3maybe involved inmaintaining the high fidelity ofDNAreplication aswell as transcriptionunder oxidative
stress.

Most of the proteins carrying the 23-residue MutT-related
sequence are capable of hydrolyzing compounds with a general
structure of nucleoside diphosphate linked to another moiety X
and are called the Nudix hydrolases. Among the 22 human
Nudix proteins (identified by the sequence signature), some
remainuncharacterized as enzymeswithout a defined substrate.
Here, we reveal that the NUDT18 protein, whose substrate was
unknown, can degrade 8-oxo-7,8-dihydroguanine (8-oxo-Gua)-
containing nucleoside diphosphates to the monophosphates.
Because this enzyme is closely related to MTH1 (NUDT1) and
MTH2 (NUDT15), we propose that it should be named MTH3.
Although these three human proteins resemble each other in
their sequences, their substrate specificities differ considerably.
MTH1 cleaves 8-oxo-dGTP but not 8-oxo-dGDP, whereas
MTH2 can degrade both 8-oxo-dGTP and 8-oxo-dGDP,
although the intrinsic enzyme activity of MTH2 is considerably
lower than that of MTH1. On the other hand, MTH3 is specifi-
cally active against 8-oxo-dGDP and hardly cleaves 8-oxo-
dGTP. Other types of oxidized nucleoside diphosphates, 2-hy-
droxy-dADP and 8-hydroxy-dADP, were also hydrolyzed by
MTH3. Another notable feature of the MTH3 enzyme is its
action toward the ribonucleotide counterpart. MTH3 can
degrade 8-oxo-GDP as efficiently as 8-oxo-dGDP, which is in
contrast to the finding that MTH1 and MTH2 show a limited
activity against the ribonucleotide counterpart, 8-oxo-GTP.
These three enzymes may function together to help maintain
the high fidelity of DNA replication and transcription under
oxidative stress.

Reactive oxygen species, such as superoxide and hydroxyl
radicals, are generated in normally growing cells under physio-

logical conditions. Although most of these radicals are elimi-
nated by the actions of antioxidant systems, some remain in the
cell and damage its constituents, including proteins, lipids, and
nucleic acids (1–3). Among the various types of oxidized purine
and pyrimidine bases thus produced, 8-oxo-7,8-dihydrogua-
nine (8-oxo-Gua)2 is the most abundant and seems to play a
critical role that affects themaintenance and transfer of genetic
information (4–8). Unlike other types of oxidized bases, 8-oxo-
Gua does not block nucleic acid synthesis but rather induces
base mispairing. When such mispairing occurs during DNA
replication, AT-to-CG and GC-to-TA transversions are
induced. Likewise, 8-oxo-Gua mispairing that occurs in RNA
can cause translational errors, resulting in the formation of
abnormal proteins in the cell.
Organisms are equipped with elaborate mechanisms for

counteracting such deleterious effects of 8-oxo-Gua. In Esche-
richia coli, MutT plays a major role in preventing mutations
caused by misincorporation of 8-oxo-Gua into DNA. The
MutT protein hydrolyzes the 8-oxo-Gua-containing deoxyri-
bonucleoside tri- and diphosphates, 8-oxo-7,8-dihydro-2�-de-
oxyguanosine triphosphate (8-oxo-dGTP) and 8-oxo-dGDP, to
the monophosphate, thereby preventing the incorporation of
8-oxo-Gua-containing nucleotides into DNA (9, 10). In addi-
tion to this antimutagenic activity, MutT possesses the ability
to degrade the 8-oxo-Gua-containing RNA precursors, 8-oxo-
GTP and 8-oxo-GDP, to prevent the formation of 8-oxo-Gua-
containing RNA (11, 12). Therefore, MutT is responsible for
ensuring accurate DNA replication as well as preventing erro-
neous protein synthesis under oxidative stress.
In our search for an enzyme with activity similar to that of

MutT, we found that certain human tumor-derived cell lines
contain a potent activity to degrade 8-oxo-dGTP (13). The
enzyme that was identified, which was namedMTH1 forMutT
homologue 1, was purified to physical homogeneity, and based
on its amino acid sequence, its cDNAwas cloned (14, 15). Com-
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parison of the sequences of human MTH1 and E. coli MutT
revealed that the two proteins are similar in size and carry a
conserved 23-amino acid sequence, named theMutT box. Sub-
sequently, this sequence (GX5EX7REUXEEXGU, where U is a
bulky hydrophobic residue and X is any residue) was found in
many proteins in various species. Because most of these pro-
teins possess catalytic activities to hydrolyze a group of com-
pounds characterized as nucleoside diphosphates linked to
another moiety X, it was proposed that these should be called
Nudix hydrolases (16–18). In human, 22 Nudix proteins are
presently known, the substrates of which range from sugar
phosphates tomRNAcap nucleotides. Referring to its substrate
specificity as well as its structural feature, MTH1 clearly
belongs to the Nudix hydrolase family and was assigned the
name NUDT1. We found subsequently that mammalian cells
possess another enzyme, namedMTH2 (NUDT15), which also
hydrolyzes 8-oxo-dGTP (19). Although the intrinsic enzyme
activity of MTH2 is considerably lower than that of MTH1,
these two enzymes are closely related because their sizes and
primary structures resemble each other. In addition to these
enzymes, which act primarily on 8-oxo-dGTP, it was found that
NUDT5, which was originally characterized as an enzyme that
cleaves sugar phosphates (20–22), is capable of degrading
8-oxo-dGDP to the monophosphate form (23–25). However,
the physiological role of NUDT5-associated 8-oxo-dGDPase
activity may be limited because the optimum pH for the 8-oxo-
dGDP cleavage reaction is 10.5, which is in contrast to the find-
ing that the cleavage of ADP-ribose efficiently occurs around
pH 7.5 (24).
The error rates of RNA transcription are usually high com-

pared with those of DNA replication because RNA polymerase
enzymes lack editing nuclease activities. Under aerobic condi-
tions, where the oxidation of substrate guanine nucleotides
occurs, the fidelity of transcription would be expected to be
worse. It has been shown that E. coli RNA polymerase can uti-
lize 8-oxo-Gua-containing ribonucleotides as substrates (11),
and mammalian RNA polymerase II also possesses this ability
(26). The existence of 8-oxo-Gua in mRNA may cause transla-
tional errors, eventually resulting in the accumulation of a large
amount of abnormal proteins in the cell. The MutT protein of
E. coli is capable of degrading 8-oxo-Gua-containing ribonucle-
oside di- and triphosphates as efficiently as the deoxyribonucle-
otide counterparts, thus preventing the formation of erroneous
proteins in cells growing under an aerobic state (11, 12). In
mammalian cells with longer life spans, the elimination of
8-oxo-Gua-containing RNA precursors may be more impor-
tant, and in this regard, it is worth noting that the MTH1 pro-
tein possesses a low but significant level of activity to degrade
8-oxo-GTP (25). Reflecting the fact that most mammalian cells
contain larger amounts of RNA compared with DNA and also
that RNA is metabolically more active, the pool size of RNA
precursors is larger than that of DNA. This raises the question
as to whether mammalian cells possess an enzyme acting on
8-oxo-Gua-containing ribonucleotides, besides MTH1.
Among the 22 humanNudix proteins (identified on the basis

of the existence of certain sequence motifs), some remain
uncharacterized as enzymes (17). Considering the substrate
specificities of the other Nudix enzymes, some of these might

act on oxidized nucleotides. Because the sequence of NUDT18
is closely related to those ofMTH1 andMTH2,we have focused
on this protein and explored its enzyme activity.Wepresent the
results of these studies.

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES

Purification of MTH3 and Related Proteins—The cDNA
encoding human MTH3 was isolated from a SuperScript pre-
made cDNA library constructed from HeLa cells (Invitrogen
11254018) by PCR amplification and inserted into the SphI/
HindIII sites of E. coli expression vector pQE80L (Qiagen). The
resulting plasmid was named pQE80L(Hs_MTH3) and was
used to produce the human MTH3 protein with six repeats of
the His tag sequence at its N terminus. E. coli strain BL21 car-
rying pQE80L(Hs_MTH3) was grown at 37 °C for 3 h in the
presence of 1 mM isopropyl �-D-thiogalactopyranoside. The
cells (5 g, wet weight) were collected by centrifugation, and
the lysate was prepared by sonication in 100 ml of 20 mM

sodium phosphate buffer (pH 7.4) containing 500 mM NaCl,
10% glycerol, 20 mM imidazole, and 1 mM DTT. After clarifica-
tion by low speed centrifugation, 100 ml of crude cell extract
was loaded on a HisTrap HP column (1-ml bed volume). The
column was washed with 5 ml of buffer containing 20 mM

sodium phosphate (pH 7.4), 500 mM NaCl, 10% glycerol, 1 mM

DTT, and 20 mM imidazole and then developed by a linear
gradient (20–250mM) of imidazole in 20ml of the same buffer.
Each fraction was monitored by Western blot analysis using a
primary antibody against the His tag (Abcam ab5000), and the
fractions containing the protein were combined. The sample
was dialyzed against 20 mM sodium phosphate buffer (pH 7.4)
containing 10% glycerol, 1 mM DTT, and 50 mM NaCl and
applied to a HiTrap heparin HP column (1 ml). Proteins were
eluted with 10 ml of 400 mM NaCl, and fractions containing
MTH3 (NUDT18) were collected. The sample was dialyzed
against equilibration buffer (20mM sodiumphosphate (pH 7.4),
10% glycerol, 1 mM DTT, and 25 mM NaCl) and applied to a
Mono S 5/50 GL column. After washing the column with 5
volumes of equilibration buffer, proteins were eluted with a
linear gradient of NaCl (25–800 mM) in 20 column volumes of
equilibration buffer. Finally, the second cycle of HisTrap HP
column chromatography was applied.
To produce N-terminally His-tagged human MTH1, cDNA

for human MTH1, which was cloned previously (15), was
inserted into the NdeI/XbaI sites of E. coli expression vector
pCold1 (TaKaRa). The pCold1(Hs_MTH1) plasmid was intro-
duced into E. coli strain Rosetta 2 (Novagen), which carries
extra tRNAs for the codons rarely used in E. coli. The cDNA
encoding human MTH2 (GenBankTM accession number
BC107875.1) was amplified by PCR from the I.M.A.G.E. clone
(I.M.A.G.E. ID 6451308; purchased from DNAFORM) and
inserted into the NdeI/XbaI sites of pCold1. The plasmid was
named pCold1(Hs_MTH2) and introduced into E. coli BL21.
Cells carrying each of the plasmids were cultured at 15 °C for
24 h according to the manual for the pCold DNA cold shock
expression system (TaKaRa). His6-tagged MTH1 and MTH2
were affinity-purified using TALONmetal affinity resin (Clon-
tech) according to the manufacturer’s instructions. All of the
purified proteins were concentrated using a Microcon YM-3
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unit (Amicon) in 10mMTris-HCl buffer (pH8.0) containing 0.1
mM EDTA, 5 mM DTT, and 10% glycerol.
Preparation of Oxidized Nucleotides—Oxidized forms of

nucleotides were prepared as described (24) with slight modi-
fications. The reaction was performed in a mixture containing
100 mM sodium phosphate (pH 6.8), 6 mM nucleotide (dGTP,
dGDP, dGMP, GTP, GDP, or GMP), 30 mM ascorbic acid, and
100mMH2O2 at 37 °C for 5 h in the dark. Themixture was then
loaded onto an ion-exchange column (Mono QHR 5/5, 5 � 50
mm, GE Healthcare) equilibrated with 5% triethylammonium
hydrogen carbonate and developed with a 5–80% gradient of
triethylammonium hydrogen carbonate for 40 min. To obtain
purified materials, the sample was monitored with UV absorp-
tion for two cycles of the separation procedure. Fractions con-
taining oxidized nucleotides were lyophilized, dissolved in
deionized distilledwater, and stored at�20 °C.Oxidized dADP
derivatives, 2-hydroxy-2�-deoxyadenosine diphosphate (2-OH-
dADP) and 8-OH-dADP, were prepared as described by Fujikawa
et al. (27).
Enzyme Reactions—The reaction mixture contained an

enzyme, one of the substrates, 80 �g/ml BSA, 8 mM MgCl2, 40
mM NaCl, 5 mM DTT, 2% glycerol, and 20 mM Tris-HCl (pH
8.0). The reactions were carried out at 30 °C for various times
and terminated by the addition of SDS (final concentration,
1%). After the hydrolytic reaction, nucleotides were separated
by HPLC using a TSKgel DEAE-2SW column (4.6 � 250 mm,
Tosoh Corp.) in an isocratic solution of 0.12 M sodium phos-
phate (pH 6.0) containing 40% acetonitrile at a flow rate of 0.7
ml/min. Nucleotides were quantified by measuring the area of
UV absorbance using the Empower 2 software program
(Waters). The Km andVmax values for hydrolysis of nucleotides
were determined from the intercepts of both axes, x (1/S) and y
(1/v), of Lineweaver-Burk plots, respectively.
Phylogenetic Analysis—The primary structures of human

Nudix proteinswere analyzed using theClustalW software pro-
gram, which is equipped with a sequence analysis application,
MacVector (MacVector, Inc.).

RESULTS

Purification of Enzymes Acting on Oxidized Guanine-con-
taining Nucleotides—The N-terminally His-tagged forms of
human MTH1, MTH2, and MTH3 proteins were produced in
E. coli cells harboring plasmids with the respective cDNAs. The
proteins were purified to apparent physical homogeneity by a
series of affinity and ion-exchange column chromatographic
separations. On SDS-polyacrylamide gel, each of the proteins
exhibited a single band at positions corresponding to the
molecular masses of the fusion proteins (Fig. 1).
Using these preparations, we examined their enzyme activi-

ties against 8-oxo-Gua-containing deoxyribonucleotides. The
reactions were carried out at pH 8.0 in the presence of Mg2�,
and the products were analyzed by HPLC. Fig. 2 shows the
elution profiles of nucleotides before and after the enzyme
treatment. Aswe reported previously (13, 19), 8-oxo-dGTPwas
degraded to the monophosphate form by treatment with
MTH1 as well as with MTH2. Under these conditions, 8-oxo-
dGDP was hardly degraded by MTH1, but a considerable
degree of cleavage of 8-oxo-dGDP was observed with MTH2

treatment. MTH3 cleaved 8-oxo-dGDP but hardly degraded
8-oxo-dGTP. Therefore, MTH1 and MTH3 exhibit substrate
specificities that are complementary to each other.
Comparison of the Three Types of Enzymes—We first deter-

mined the optimum pH for the 8-oxo-dGDP cleavage reaction
byMTH3 and the 8-oxo-dGTP cleavage byMTH1 andMTH2.
As shown in Fig. 3, all of the enzymes exhibited similar pH
dependence curves, with the highest values at pH 8.5. We also
measured the pH dependence of the ribonucleotide cleavage
reactions with these enzymes, and the results are also shown in
Fig. 3. Essentially similar curves were obtained for deoxyribo-
and ribonucleotides when each of the maximum values was set
at 100.
Fig. 4 shows the time course of cleavage of 8-oxo-Gua-con-

taining deoxyribo- and ribonucleotides by the three types of
enzymes. It was evident that MTH3 cleaved 8-oxo-dGDP and
8-oxo-GDP with almost the same efficiencies. On the other
hand, MTH1 and MTH2 were less active on 8-oxo-Gua-con-
taining ribonucleotides compared with the deoxyribonucle-
otide counterparts. The rate of cleavage of 8-oxo-GTP by these
two enzymes was �5% of that of 8-oxo-dGTP.
Substrate Specificity of MTH3—A purified preparation of

MTH3 was applied to eight different kinds of nucleotides, and
the time courses of conversion to the monophosphate forms
were determined. As shown in Fig. 5, 8-oxo-dGDP and 8-oxo-
GDP were rapidly converted to the corresponding monophos-
phates, whereas no significant cleavage of 8-oxo-dGTP and
8-oxo-GTP was observed. Under these conditions, MTH3
exhibited no or minimal activity toward normal nucleotides.
The kinetic parameters of the MTH3 enzyme for the hydro-

lysis of 8-oxo-dGDP and 8-oxo-GDP were determined, and the
results are summarized in Table 1. The apparent Km and Vmax
values for the deoxyribo- and ribonucleotides were essentially
the same. It seems thatMTH3 removes oxidized guanine nucle-
otides from both DNA and RNA precursor pools.
Actions of MTH3 on Other Types of Oxidized Nucleotides—It

has been shown that the human MTH1 and NUDT5 proteins
possess the ability to hydrolyze other types of oxidized nucleo-
tides besides those containing 8-oxo-Gua (27, 28). To deter-
mine whether MTH3 has such an activity, three types of oxi-
dized nucleoside diphosphates were treated with MTH3, and

FIGURE 1. SDS-PAGE of purified preparations of N-terminally His-tagged
human enzymes. Purified proteins (800 ng each) were subjected to 15%
SDS-PAGE. Lane 1, molecular mass markers; lane 2, MTH1; lane 3, MTH2; lane 4,
MTH3.
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the reaction products were analyzed byHPLC. As shown in Fig.
6A, 8-OH-dADP and 2-OH-dADP were converted to the
monophosphates, as was 8-oxo-dGDP. Fig. 6B shows the time
courses of the reactions when the three types of oxidized nucle-
otides were treatedwith the same amount ofMTH3. The cleav-
age rate of 8-OH-dADP was slightly higher than that of 8-oxo-
dGDP, whereas 2-OH-dADP was cleaved more slowly by
MTH3. In this respect,MTH3 resemblesNUDT5, although the
optimum pH levels for the two enzymes differed considerably.

DISCUSSION

The MutT protein of E. coli is capable of hydrolyzing a wide
range of 8-oxo-Gua-containing nucleotides (8-oxo-dGTP,

8-oxo-GTP, 8-oxo-dGDP, and 8-oxo-GDP) to forms that are
unusable for nucleic acid syntheses (12). Because cells lacking
this protein exhibit an extremely high frequency of spontane-
ous mutations, it seems that MutT is solely responsible for
eliminating the oxidized guanine nucleotides from the precur-
sor pool (9, 10). On the other hand, in mammalian cells, multi-
ple species of enzymes appear to sanitize the nucleotide pool.
Several mammalian counterparts of MutT, including MTH1
(NUDT1), MTH2 (NUDT15), and NUDT5, have been identi-
fied, all of which carry the 23-residue MutT-related sequence
(Nudix box) (15, 19–21). Despite their structural similarities,
these mammalian enzymes exhibit different preferences for
substrates. MTH1 and MTH2 preferentially degrade 8-oxo-

FIGURE 2. Actions of MTH1, MTH2, and MTH3 on 8-oxo-dGTP and 8-oxo-dGDP. 8-Oxo-dGTP (A) and 8-oxo-dGDP (B), both at a concentration of 10 �M, were
incubated with 3 ng of MTH1, 400 ng of MTH2, or 120 ng of MTH3 in a reaction mixture (40 �l) containing 20 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.0), 80 �g/ml BSA, 8 mM MgCl2,
40 mM NaCl, 5 mM DTT, and 2% glycerol. The reactions were carried out at 30 °C for 15, 6, and 9 min for MTH1, MTH2, and MTH3, respectively.
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dGTP, but their potencies are considerably different; MTH1 is
�40 timesmore active thanMTH2, as calculated from the data
shown in Fig. 2. It was further noted thatMTH2 possesses a low
but significant activity for hydrolysis of 8-oxo-dGDP, whereas
MTH1 does not appear to hydrolyze this substrate. In addition
toMTH1 andMTH2, NUDT5was found to cleave 8-oxo-Gua-
containing nucleotides. NUDT5was originally characterized as
an enzyme that hydrolyzes ADP-ribose to AMP and ribose
5�-phosphate (20–22). Because high concentrations of free
ADP-ribose could result in non-enzymaticADP-ribosylation of
proteins, which is hazardous to cells, the role of NUDT5 was
assumed to be its control of the intracellular level of ADP-ri-
bose. Subsequently, it was found that NUDT5 has the ability to
degrade 8-oxo-dGDP to themonophosphate form (23, 24). The

cleavage of 8-oxo-dGDP was competitively inhibited by ADP-
ribose and vice versa, in accord with the idea that the substrates
share the same binding site for catalysis. The crystal structures
of the NUDT5 complex with 8-oxo-dGDP and ADP-ribose
revealed that this is indeed the case (30–32).Nevertheless, their
modes of binding and subsequent cleavage reactions are con-
siderably different. Moreover, it was shown that the optimum
pH for the cleavage of 8-oxo-dGDP is �10, whereas that for
ADP-ribose is 7.5 (24). This raised the question as to whether
NUDT5 plays a physiological role in the sanitization of the
nucleotide pool. In this regard, it is important to note that
MTH3 has the ability to cleave 8-oxo-dGDP in the neutral pH
range. In this study, we have shown that the pH dependence
curve of MTH3 is essentially the same as those of MTH1 and
MTH2. Our previous studies on gene-targeted mice revealed
that MTH1 is involved in suppression of spontaneous tumori-
genesis in certain organs (29).
Another notable feature of MutT-related proteins is their

actions on 8-oxo-Gua-containing ribonucleotides. Although
E. coli MutT is capable of degrading 8-oxo-GTP and 8-oxo-
GDP as efficiently as their deoxyribonucleotide counterparts
(12), the actions of human enzymes toward oxidized deoxyribo-
and ribonucleotides are somewhat different. As shown in this
study, MTH1 and MTH2 degrade 8-oxo-GTP at rates �5% of
those for 8-oxo-dGTP. On the other hand, MTH3 cleaves
8-oxo-GDP and 8-oxo-dGDP with almost the same efficiency.

FIGURE 3. Effects of pH on hydrolysis of 8-oxo-Gua-containing nucleo-
tides by MTH3, MTH1, and MTH2. The reaction mixture (10 �l) contained 20
mM Tris-HCl (pH 6.5–9.5), 80 �g/ml BSA, 8 mM MgCl2, 40 mM NaCl, 5 mM DTT,
2% glycerol, 10 �M nucleotides, and appropriate amounts of enzymes. The
reaction was performed at 30 °C and terminated by the addition of SDS (final
concentration, 1%). A, hydrolysis of 8-oxo-dGDP and 8-oxo-GDP by MTH3. For
both 8-oxo-dGDP (●) and 8-oxo-GDP (E), 10 ng of MTH3 was used for 15- and
21-min reactions, respectively. B, hydrolysis of 8-oxo-dGTP and 8-oxo-GTP by
MTH1. For the cleavage of 8-oxo-dGTP (●) and 8-oxo-GTP (E), 0.5 and 1.5 ng
of MTH1 were used for 10- and 20-min reactions, respectively. C, hydrolysis of
8-oxo-dGTP and 8-oxo-GTP by MTH2. 8-Oxo-dGTP (●) and 8-oxo-GTP (E)
were treated with 20 and 60 ng of MTH2 protein in 10- and 20-min reactions,
respectively.

FIGURE 4. Actions of the three enzymes on 8-oxo-Gua-containing deoxy-
and ribonucleotides. The reaction mixture contained 20 mM Tris-HCl (pH
8.0), 80 �g/ml BSA, 8 mM MgCl2, 40 mM NaCl, 5 mM DTT, 2% glycerol, 10 �M

substrate nucleotide, and appropriate amounts of enzymes, and the reaction
was performed at 30 °C. A, hydrolysis of 8-oxo-dGDP (●) and 8-oxo-GDP (E)
by MTH3. B, hydrolysis of 8-oxo-dGTP (●) and 8-oxo-GTP (E) by MTH1.
C, hydrolysis of 8-oxo-dGTP (●) and 8-oxo-GTP (E) by MTH2.

FIGURE 5. Substrate specificity of MTH3. The reactions were carried out
with 10 ng of MTH3 and 10 �M substrate nucleotide in 20 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.0)
containing 80 �g/ml BSA, 8 mM MgCl2, 40 mM NaCl, 5 mM DTT, and 2% glyc-
erol. A, hydrolysis of 8-oxo-dGDP (●) and dGDP (E) (upper panel) and hydro-
lysis of 8-oxo-dGTP (f) and dGTP (�) (lower panel). B, hydrolysis of 8-oxo-GDP
(●) and GDP (E) (upper panel) and hydrolysis of 8-oxo-GTP (f) and GTP (�)
(lower panel).

TABLE 1
Kinetic parameters of MTH3 on 8-oxo-Gua-containing nucleotides
The reactions were performed at different concentrations of substrates, 2.2–20 �M
8-oxo-dGDP and 8-oxo-GDP, using 10 ng ofMTH3 protein in Tris-HCl buffer (pH
8.0) as described under “Experimental Procedures.” The assays were done in tripli-
cate, and the means � S.D. are shown.

Substrate Km Vmax Vmax/Km

�M pmol/min/�g
8-Oxo-dGDP 10.7 � 3.1 212 � 30 19.8 � 9.7
8-Oxo-GDP 11.7 � 2.9 246 � 49 22.4 � 16.9
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In this regard, it is important to note that ribonucleotide reduc-
tase, which catalyzes the conversion of ribonucleotides to
deoxyribonucleotides, is totally inactive for 8-oxoguanine-con-
taining ribonucleotides (26). It is therefore expected that 8-oxo-
GDPand 8-oxo-dGDPare generated independently in theRNA
and DNA precursor pools. This may be related to the fact that
MTH3 cleaves 8-oxo-GDP and 8-oxo-dGDP with almost the
same high efficiency.
The sequence motif called theMutT or Nudix box is present

in many proteins in �250 species, including viruses, bacteria,
archaea, and eukaryotes (16–18). Based on human genome
sequence analyses, 22 proteins with this motif have been iden-
tified and are collectively calledNudix proteins becausemost of
these proteins possess Mg2�-requiring enzyme activities cata-
lyzing the hydrolysis of nucleoside diphosphates linked to
another moiety X. The phylogenic tree of these proteins is
shown in Fig. 7A. Although the substrate specificities ofmost of
these proteins have been defined, some of them, including
NUDT17, NUDT18, NUDT21, and NUDT22, were uncharac-
terized. In this study, we revealed that NUDT18 has a unique
activity, wherein it degrades 8-oxo-Gua-containing deoxyribo-
and ribonucleoside diphosphates to the corresponding mono-
phosphates. Because this enzyme activity is closely related to
those of MTH1 and MTH2, we named it MTH3. Inspection of

the phylogenic tree reveals that these three proteins are closely
related. NUDT5, which exhibits a potent activity against ADP-
sugars and also is capable of cleaving 8-oxo-dGDP under alka-
line conditions (21, 24), is also present in this region, although it
is somewhat remote from the MTH3-related proteins.
Fig. 7B shows the sequence alignments ofMutT-related pro-

teins, in which the conserved MutT sequences were placed in
the same positions. In the overall structures, MTH3 is about
twice as large as the other human proteins (MTH1,MTH2, and
NUDT5), which are slightly larger than E. coliMutT. MTH3 is
similar in size to Pcd1 (ORFYLR151c) of Saccharomyces cerevi-
siae and NDX-4 of Caenorhabditis elegans, which have capac-
ities to cleave 8-oxo-dGTP and 8-oxo-dGDP, respectively (30,
31). When the amino acid sequence similarity was determined
based on the whole sequence ofMTH3, the highest values were
obtained with the NDX-1 and Pcd1 proteins (37 and 23%,
respectively). Because these three proteins possess long C-ter-
minal regions, this might contribute to the relatively high
scores for the sequence similarity of these proteins. It is note-
worthy that MTH3 and NDX-1 exhibit the same substrate
specificity, mainly acting on 8-oxo-Gua-containing nucleoside
diphosphates, whereas Pcd1 acts primarily on the nucleoside
triphosphates.

FIGURE 6. Hydrolysis of oxidized forms of deoxyribonucleoside diphosphates by MTH3. The reaction mixture (10 �l) contained 20 mM Tris-HCl (pH 8.0), 80
�g/ml BSA, 8 mM MgCl2, 40 mM NaCl, 5 mM DTT, 2% glycerol, 30 ng of MTH3 protein, and 10 �M nucleoside diphosphate (8-oxo-dGDP, 2-OH-dGDP, or
8-OH-dADP). The mixture was incubated at 30 °C, and the reaction was terminated by the addition of SDS (final concentration, 1%). A, HPLC elution profiles of
the nucleotides before and after treatment for 4 or 12 min. B, time-dependent increases of the degradation products.
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We also examined the proteins for a possible relationship
between their primary structures and their ranges of substrate
specificity. The three human proteins MTH1, MTH3, and
NUDT5, as well as the S. cerevisiae protein Pcd1, can cleave
various types of oxidized purine nucleotides, whereas theE. coli
MutT and C. elegans NDX-1 proteins act strictly on 8-oxo-
Gua-containing nucleotides (27, 28, 30), yet specific sequence
motifs for distinguishing these two groups of proteins have not

been identified. The substrate recognition and binding may be
achieved by a few amino acid residues located near orwithin the
active center, and thus, elucidation of the three-dimensional
structures is essential for solving this problem. Analyses of the
crystal structures of MutT, MTH1, and NUDT5, all of which
are complexed with 8-oxo-Gua-containing nucleotides, have
been performed (32–37). In the cases of MutT and MTH1, the
reaction product 8-oxo-dGMP binds to the same substrate-

FIGURE 7. Sequence characteristics of MTH3-related proteins. A, phylogenic tree of human Nudix family proteins. Structural alignment and the construction
of a phylogenic tree were performed using the ClustalW program. NUDT1, NUDT15, and NUDT18 (characterized by their structural features) correspond to
MTH1, MTH2, and MTH3, respectively, the names of which were assigned on the basis of their similar biochemical activities. B, comparison of the structures of
the MutT family proteins. The numbers correspond to the positions of the amino acid residues from the N termini. The positions of the conserved MutT box are
shown by shaded boxes. The relative numbers of amino acid residues identical to those of MTH3 are shown to the right of each sequence.
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binding pocket composed of two �-sheets and one �-helix.
Nevertheless, these two proteins exhibit significantly different
8-oxo-dGMP-binding modes: MutT binds to 8-oxo-dGMP
with large ligand-induced conformational changes, which
would contribute to its high substrate specificity for 8-oxo-
Gua-containing nucleotides, whereas the structure of MTH1
does not change after ligand binding. Furthermore, the 8-oxo-
Gua base-binding mode and the glycosidic conformation are
quite different in MutT and MTH1, although the sugar and
phosphate positions of the two 8-oxo-dGMPs are similar. In
contrast to the finding that MutT and MTH1 exist as mono-
mers (32, 34, 36), NUDT5 forms a homodimer with substantial
domain swapping (33, 35). InNUDT5, the nucleosidemoiety of
8-oxo-dGDP binds to a completely different region near the
dimer interface without ligand-induced conformational changes.
The only common feature among these proteins is the �-phos-
phatepositions in theNudixmotif. Elucidationof the structures of
MTH3 in complexwith 8-oxo-Gua-containingnucleotides is nec-
essary to determine whether it also shares this feature.
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