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Summary

To evaluate the clinical utility of new risk markers, a crucial step is to measure their predictive
accuracy with prospective studies. However, it is often infeasible to obtain marker values for all
study participants. The nested case-control (NCC) design is a useful cost-effective strategy for
such settings. Under the NCC design, markers are only ascertained for cases and a fraction of
controls sampled randomly from the risk sets. The outcome dependent sampling generates a
complex data structure and therefore a challenge for analysis. Existing methods for analyzing
NCC studies focus primarily on association measures. Here, we propose a class of non-parametric
estimators for commonly used accuracy measures. We derived asymptotic expansions for
accuracy estimators based on both finite population and Bernoulli sampling and established
asymptotic equivalence between the two. Simulation results suggest that the proposed procedures
perform well in finite samples. The new procedures were illustrated with data from the
Framingham Offspring study.
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1 Introduction

Establishing reliable and parsimonious classification rules for predicting patient survival is a
crucial step in the path toward personalized medicine. With the advancement of technology,
much progress has been made in identifying new markers useful for disease prognosis. For
example, the MammaPrint genetic test holds great potential in predicting disease
progression for lymph node negative breast cancer patients and was approved for clinical
usage in 2007 (Food and Drug Administration, 2007). In epidemiology studies, risk scores
have been developed for many diseases and adopted in public health practice to assist in
prevention and treatment efforts. Examples include the Framingham risk score for
cardiovascular events (Wilson et al., 1998) and the Gail model for breast cancer (Gail et al.,
1989). Here and in the sequel, the terms “biomarker” and “marker” refer generally to the
continuous output of a prognostic classifier, such as a biological marker, a genetic score or a
clinical risk score.

Several large cohorts have been assembled over the past decade in which biological
specimens were collected and stored for future studies. While such prospective cohort
studies are crucial for evaluating the prognostic potential of a novel marker, it is often
undesirable and/or infeasible to measure markers for the entire cohort due to costs associated
with the measurement. Two subcohort sampling designs, the case cohort and the nested
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case—control (NCC), are often employed as cost-effective alternatives to the full-cohort
design. In particular, under the NCC design, markers are only measured for cases and a
fraction of controls selected from the risk sets of the corresponding cases. Such a design is
often preferred in a biomarker study as it naturally accommodates practical issues such as
batch effects, storage effects and freeze-thaw cycles (Rundle et al., 2005). However, the
design also generates complex datasets in which the missingness of the marker values
depends on the outcome of interest, making inference about the predictive accuracy of the
marker challenging.

Statistical methods for quantifying the prognostic accuracy of a marker with data from NCC
studies are not well developed. Existing literature on NCC studies focuses primarily on
relative risk parameters. Inference procedures for the hazard ratio under the Cox model
(Cox, 1972) have been proposed (Goldstein & Langholz, 1992; Samuelsen, 1997; Chen,
2001). For example, Goldstein & Langholz (1992) developed a conditional logistic
regression estimator and Samuelsen (1997) proposed an inverse probability weighted (IPW)
estimator. However, such relative measures ignore some fundamental aspects of risk
prediction and do not fully capture the predictiveness of a marker (Pepe et al., 2004; Ware,
2006). To construct more clinically relevant accuracy measures, various time-dependent
accuracy measures, including the time specific true positive rate (TPR), false positive rate
(FPR), receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curve, positive predictive value (PPV) and
negative predictive value (NPV), have been proposed (Heagerty et al., 2000; Heagerty &
Zheng, 2005; Cai et al., 2006; Zheng et al., 2008). These measures extend existing
classification measures for binary outcomes to incorporate the time domain by
dichotomizing the continuous event time 7 into two disease states at any given time-point of
interest £ For example, one may consider the classification between subjects with 7< tand
those with 7> £ This leads to the following accuracy measures:

TPR, (¢)=P (Y > c|T <1), FPR,(c)=P (Y > c|T>1),

PPV, (¢)=P(T <{|Y > ¢), NPV, (c)=P(T>t|V<c),

using the convention that a larger value of Y'is associated with higher risk of failure. The

corresponding time-dependent ROC curve is then ROC; (1) =TPR; {FPR?] (u)}. Existing
estimators for these accuracy measures are limited to the case when Y'is fully observable.
Because of the non-random missingness in Y; they are not directly applicable to data from
NCC studies.

Here, we propose non-parametric IPW estimators for the aforementioned accuracy measures
with observations inversely weighted by their probabilities of being sampled into the NCC
subcohort. We take a non-parametric approach here for the following reason: although risk
scores used in practice are often derived from regression models such as the Cox model,
validating their prediction performance ideally should not require stringent model
assumptions. Our approach is robust in that it remains valid even when the regression model
from which the score is derived fails to hold. We consider two different sampling schemes
for selecting controls from the risk sets based on: (i) finite population sampling (F-
sampling); and (ii) independent Bernoulli sampling (B-sampling). For (i), we obtain IPW
estimators using true sampling weights and calculated their asymptotic variance by
accounting for the between subject correlation due to sampling. For (ii), we construct IPW
estimators using estimated sampling weights. We show that these two types of estimators
are equivalent with respect to their asymptotic variance. Such an equivalence has been
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established in Breslow & Wellner (2006) for IPW estimators under two-phase stratified
case-cohort sampling where the number of matched case-control strata is finite. Here, under
NCC design, the number of case-control strata increases with sample size and we show that
such an equivalence remains. In addition we consider estimators that accommodate different
censoring assumptions. In practice, censoring time C can be quite frequently dependent on
marker values. For example, subjects with lower marker values might drop out of the study
earlier. To incorporate marker-dependent censoring, we propose IPW kernel smoothing
based estimators under the standard survival analysis assumption that 7and Care
independent given Y. When Cis independent of both 7and Y, we derive a double IPW
estimator as a simple alternative.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. Section 2 discusses estimation procedures
under both sampling schemes and under two types of censoring assumptions. Detailed
inference procedures are provided in section 3. We present simulation results in section 4 to
demonstrate the finite sample performance of proposed procedures. These procedures are
applied to data from the Framingham Offspring study to evaluate the accuracy of a recently
develop risk score for predicting cardiovascular events. Concluding remarks are presented in
section 5.

2 Estimation

2.1 Sampling Probabilities for the NCC subcohort

Suppose we have a cohort of nindividuals followed prospectively for a clinical event. Due
to censoring, for 7, we observe a bivariate vector (X, §), where X=TA C, 6 = (T< O). Let
P={(X;,6:,Y:),i=1,--- ,n) denote the full cohort data, where Y;only observable if subject /
was selected into the NCC subcohort. We assume that Y has a finite support [¢, ¢,], Chas a
finite support [0, T]. We consider the prediction of survival up to tg < t such that

infye 1P (X>70|Y=y) >0. Throughout, we require the standard conditional independent
censoring assumption, i.e. 7and Care independent given Y. Note that in a purely non-
parametric setting, the distribution of 7is not identifiable if Cis dependent on 7 given Y
and this assumption is not verifiable in general without additional assumptions on the
dependence structure (Tsiatis, 1975).

Without loss of generality, we consider a typical NCC study where all cases are included in
the subcohort. For each observed case failed at #;, /7 controls are randomly sampled from
his/her risk set excluding the candidate case, which is of size ™ (t)) =Zi:]1 (i=1))-1,
The m controls are sampled without replacement for F-sampling. For B-sampling, each
eligible subject in the risk set of #is sampled independently with probability m/n (fj) asa
control for £ Both sampling schemes are easy to implement in practice, but F-sampling may
be more frequently used. For either of the sampling scheme, V4 ;denotes whether subject 7is

ever sampled as a control and V;= 6§ +(1-6)) V4, indicates being sampled into the NCC
subcohort.

Under F-sampling, the sampling probability for subject 7is p,=P (V;=1|2) =6;+ (1 — 6,) po;
(Samuelsen, 1997), and thus the weight used for the IPW estimators is

Wi=Vi/pi=6i+ (1 — 6;) Voi/ Por-

where p,.=1 — G,, (X;) is the probability of subject /being sampled as a control and
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_ mo
G (t)= 1-—=1
j:Xj];Lj=1 { n (Xj)}

For the B-sampling scheme, Let B, denote an indicator that takes the value 1 if subject & is
sampled as a control for subject /(0 otherwise). Then {Bj} are independent Bernoulli

random variables with success probability I(Xk 2 Xj k # j) ojm/n” (X/) and Vp;=1-
Hj.x,sx,-,sjzl(l — Bjj). Note that the true sampling probability for subject /is also p,, i.e.,
P (Vi=1|2) =p,, and one may use the true sampling weight, i.e., V;/p, to construct IPW
estimators. However, similar to the findings for case-cohort studies (Breslow & Wellner,
2006; Nan et al., 2009), it can be shown that using estimated sampling weights yields
improved efficiency. To construct IPW estimators under B-sampling that correspond to
those obtained under the F-sampling, we instead use weights

W?:Vi/ﬁizéﬁ (1 =6:) Voi/ Poi

where we estimate P (V.=1|2) as p;=6;+ (1 — 6;) Po» poi=1 — G (X;) @nd

N
2B
G, ()= l_l 1=

JXjst5)=1 nw (X/)

2.2 IPW Conditional Nelson-Aalen Estimators of the Conditional Risk and Accuracy

Functions

Estimators of the accuracy measures can be constructed by consistently estimating the
bivariate survival function - (¢, 1) =P (T’>t, Y>c) and the marginal distribution of Y,

F (y)=P (Y > ). We first direct attention to estimating the conditional survival SA)=R~AT
= t| Y= ). In the following, the IPW weight to account for sampling will be chosen as

w;=w: for B-sampling and w,=w; for F-sampling.

Conditional Survival Estimation—To estimate S,(#) without imposing any parametric
assumptions on the relationship between 7and Y; we consider the kernel-smoothed
conditional Nelson-Aalen (CNA) estimator (Beran, 1981; Dabrowska, 1989; Du & Akritas,
2002). Aside from providing a natural estimator for estimating S(#) nonparametrically, the
CNA estimator is also known for its robustness when censoring is dependent on Y. Under
NCC sampling, we propose to modify the estimator with IPW to account for the outcome-
dependent missingness in Y. Specifically, we propose to estimate the cumulative hazard
function A (9 = —log S() as

+ dNy ()
07w’

A=/

where ﬁy (1) =n_lZ:l=l;V\[Kh Yi—-yIX; <1 6,‘1 ’J?y 6 :n_lZ:;lWiKh Yi-nIX; 2 t),
Ki(x) = K(x/h)/hand Kis a known smooth symmetric density function. As for the standard
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kernel estimation (e.g. Beran, 1981; Dabrowska, 1989; Du & Akritas, 2002), the bandwidth
parameter h is assumed to be of order O(r7) with v € [1/5, 1/2) to ensure the consistency

and asymptotic normality of Ky (¢). More discussions on the order of / for the accuracy
estimators are given in section 3. Subsequently, S,(2) can be estimated as

Sy (1) =exp {-Ay (1)},

Accuracy Measure Estimation—Based on the estimated conditional survival, we

construct the following empirical estimator for the bivariate survival function
S (c,)=P(T >21,Y >¢) as

35, Wl (Y 2 o)
Fen=[75,0dTF ) =" @.1)
2w
=1
for - (¢, ¢), where we estimate the marginal distribution of Y as
F =) Wl Yizy) /)W 22)
=1 i=1

Subsequently, we may estimate the marginal survival distribution of 7, - (t) =P (T > 1), as

(1) =7 (¢, 1) With the joint and marginal distributions of Y'and 7 estimated, we may
easily construct the following plug-in estimators of the aforementioned accuracy measures:

_ 1-7F — 7 Lt - 77
TPR, (¢) i (C)}A ©0 R0 =2, 23)
1-(@) (1)
. 1-Z — 7 t - T () — P
PPV, (¢) ={ (C)}A (C ), N ABEEAUREACUY (2.4)
1-%(c) Z (0

__ (1
The ROC curve can be estimated as ROC: () =TPR, {FPR, (”)}.

2.3 Double Inverse Probability Weighted Estimators

When the censoring Cis independent of both Yand 7, one may consistently estimate the
accuracy measures using double IPW (DIPW) to account for missingness due to both NCC

sampling and censoring. Specifically, let a; () =6:1(X; <1 /?(X,-) +I (X;>1) /GZ(I), where
& (1) is the Kaplan-Merier estimator of ¢ (1) =P (C > 1) =P (C > #|Y), It is straightforward to

see that £ (5,1 (X; < 1) /9 (Xi) +1 (X;>1) /9 (1) |T;, Y;} =1 and one may use @, (1) to account for
missing information about A 7;< # due to censoring. Thus, - (c,)) =P (T > #,Y > ¢)and
H¢) can be estimated as

n n

Yool (Xi>1,Y;>c) S @i (Yi<c)
T (t,0)=" . Flo=S0mr——,
— AT —_——

Wiw; 2, Wiw;

—

=

l
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respectively. Subsequently, we obtain estimates of the accuracy measures by replacing
Tt ) .7 (1) F (¢)in (2.3) and (2.4) with &7 (¢, ¢), .7 (1), and FT (¢), respectively. Note
that double weighting was used for F' (¢) to ensure that the estimated accuracy measures are

between 0 and 1. The resulting estimators are denoted by TPR, (c), FPR, (c), PPV, (c),
The DIPW approach has the advantage of being simple to calculate without kernel

smoothing. However, as shown in the simulation section, the resulting estimators are subject
to bias when the censoring distribution depends on the marker values.

3 Asymptotic Properties and Inference Procedures

The NCC sampling scheme brings in additional complexity and poses a significant
challenge in the theoretical study of the proposed estimators. Specifically, our proposed

estimators based on F-sampling involve the sampling variables {V}, ..., vV}, which are
weakly dependent conditional on £. To establish the consistency and asymptotic normality
of the proposed estimators, one may account for the dependence using the law of large
numbers and central limit theorems for sequences of asymptotically linear negative quadrant
dependent random variables (Zhang, 2000; Cai, 2005). Under B-sampling, the sampling
variables are independent conditional on & and the asymptotic properties of the
corresponding estimators can be established using empirical processes theory.

Variance Form

Consistency

For the F-sampling scheme, we show in Appendix A.1 that the asymptotic variance (aVAR)

of a generic IPW estimator of the form n-%;;wfg (Dy) is Ué, which is defined in (A.1). In
addition, we demonstrate in Appendix A.2 that under B-sampling scheme, the aVAR of the

IPW estimator n’%Z;Vv‘?f (D;) is also (T?. It is easy to show that for B-sampling, the

aVAR of n‘%ﬁfldlvf/pig (D), the IPW estimator with true weights, is £ {S(Di)2/pi} ><T§,

. =1. .. -
where pjis defined in Lemma 1. Similar phenomenon has been observed for various IPW

estimators (e.g. Breslow & Wellner, 2006; Nan et al., 2009) with case-cohort studies. As
emphasized in Robins et al. (1994), the variance form of this type of IPW estimators can be
viewed as a residual sum of squares and thus the enrichment of the model for the sampling

probability is likely to enhance the efficiency of the estimation. Since the use of {W'\Ff} and

{W],B} yields the same efficiency, we only provide detailed asymptotic derivations for the
latter with w,=wr.

In Appendix B, we showed that for the IPW conditional Nelson-Aalen estimator,
sup Ay () = Ay (1) =0, {(nh)™"log (n))

yel[ ¢+h,c,—h]

when A= O(rV) with v € [1/5, 1/2). Thus §y (#) is uniformly consistent for S(4 in .
Furthermore, .Z (c), TPR, (), FPR, (c), TPR, (c), and TPR, (c), are uniformly consistent for

F (0), TPR{), FPRAc), NPV{0), and PPV{¢) for € € = [E’ E] < (@ <) and

J Am Stat Assoc. Author manuscript; available in PMC 2012 July 25.
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reQ,= [I’ T] < (0,70] \where ¢, 7 Tand 7 are constants such that

P(Y<E)P(Y> E)P(T<7_')P(T> %) >0

Asymptotic Normality and Interval Estimation

To construct confidence intervals (Cls) for the proposed accuracy measures, we show in

Appendix C that 7, (c,t)=n? {7 (c.t) - . (c, n}and 7, (c.1) =n*|{F ()~ F (©)}
converge jointly to zero-mean Gaussian processes in ¢ € Qywhen 2= O(r7V) with v € (1/4,
1/2). It is important to note that we require the standard under-smoothing assumption to
avoid bias for the resulting accuracy estimators as for smoothed empirical processes (van der
Vaart, 1994; Zheng et al., 2008; Leon et al., 2009). Furthermore, we established weak
convergence for the accuracy estimators. With the aforementioned rate for 5, the asymptotic
distribution of the accuracy estimators does not depend on / at the first order.

The aVAR of these estimators can be estimated empirically, and the Cls can be constructed
based on normal approximations. For example, we showed in Appendix C that

%RZ (c) =n% {F/ﬁ{t (c¢) — FPR; (c)} - N (0, ofPRt (c))

in distribution, where

T, (© =E (G, (D) i} = m )™ n (e’ dAec ) Linm, (D) fs defined in
Appendix C and ncrpre (6 W) = E{CrprAC D) AXi= U)(1 - p)lpi}- A 95% confidence

1

interval for FPR{c) may be obtained as FPR, (c) + 1.96n" 27, (c), Where

O-FPR,
G =n-liw,- (G, DD Bif=m [ 1™ @) )77 (e.w)’d [ ~log {Gon )]
i=1

’ﬁéVFPR, (c,u) :n_lszIWié‘FPRt (e, D) I(X; > u) (1 - E) /’[;z}, and ZFPR, (¢, D) is obtained by
replacing all theoretical quantities in CeprA ¢, D,) by their empirical counterparts. Similar
point-wise Cls can be constructed for the ROC curve as well as the predictive value
functions.

Similar arguments could be used to establish the asymptotic properties of the DIPW
estimators when Cis independent of Yand 7. Under this assumption, & () is a uniformly

consistent estimator of ¢ (1), and nZ {7 (1) — ¢ (1)} converges weakly to a zero-mean
Gaussian process (Kalbfleisch & Prentice, 2002). This, together with similar arguments as
given in the Appendices, can be used to establish the consistency and asymptotic normality
of the DIPW accuracy estimators.

4 Numerical Studies

4.1 Simulation Studies

Simulation studies were conducted to assess the performance of the proposed inference
procedure in finite samples and to compare the accuracy estimators. To this end, we

generated ¥ from a truncated normal such that Y=sign (¥)min (171, 5) with v (0, 1). The

J Am Stat Assoc. Author manuscript; available in PMC 2012 July 25.
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event time 7 was generated from a Cox model with log 7=1 - 1log(3) ¥/2 + e and €
generated from an independent extreme-value distribution. We generated Cas C= min(Cy,
) with Gy ~ Uniform(.5,1). Two configurations were used for C; to incorporate (i)
independent censoring and (ii) marker dependent censoring. For (i), we let C; ~ 0.1+
Gamma(2,2); and for (ii), we let C; = €Y10-1 +¢Y5Gamma(2,5). Both types of censoring
lead to about 90% of censoring and event rate of 5% by £ = 0.5. The cohort sample size was
chosen to be 5000, and for each observed case, either 1 or 3 matched controls were selected.
For each dataset, we obtained point and interval estimators for the accuracy of Yin
predicting the risk of having an event by £ based on both the F- and B-sampling. For each
configuration, we simulated 1000 datasets to summarize the empirical performance of the
proposed estimators.

We first focus on the CNA estimators. In Table 1(a), we present results for FPR, TPR, PPV,

and NPV at c,,:ﬁ‘1 (p) from simulated datasets with 1 matched control and under
independent censoring, for p= 0.2, 0.4, 0.6, 0.8. First, we note that all estimators have
negligible bias; the estimated standard errors (SE) are close to the sampling standard errors,
and the 95% Cls have empirical coverage level close to the nominal level. Second,
consistent with the theoretical results, the two sampling schemes yield asymptotically
equivalent estimators with both the sampling SE and the estimated SE close to each other. In
clinical applications, it is often of interest to summarize the overall accuracy of the marker
using the area under the ROC curve (AUC) and also to examine the accuracy of a marker
with cut-off value selected to achieve a certain level of sensitivity or specificity. In Table
1(b), we present results for AUC as well as for FPR, PPV and NPV at a sensitivity level of
0.90, representing a relatively low level of false negative rate. The proposed point and
interval estimates also perform well with respect to bias and coverage levels.

Results for independent censoring with 3 matched controls are shown in Table 2. In addition
to observing reasonable performance for propose estimators, we found that an increase in
the number of matched controls appears to be most helpful in improving the estimation of
the FPR with about 65% of reduction in the variance. The % reduction in the variance is
about 30% for the AUC estimation and ranges from 0% to 21% for the TPR estimation.
Similar patterns were also observed under the scenario of marker dependent censoring
(Table 3).

As discussed in Section 2.3, we may estimate the accuracy measure via the DIPW approach,
which has the computational advantage compared to the CNA approach. To compare the
performance of these two approaches under both the F- and B-sampling, we generated data
from the same models as described above and assessed the percent bias (relative to the truth)
and mean squared errors of all the proposed estimators. In Table 4, we summarize the results
for the case with /m = 3. With independent censoring, all the estimators have negligible bias.
Gauged by the mean square errors, both the CNA approach and the DIPW approach yield
estimators with comparable efficiency. On the other hand, when the censoring distribution
depends on the value of Y; the DIPW approach leads to substantially biased estimators with
relative bias as high as 15.6%, while the CNA approach always yields consistent estimators
with negligible bias.

The Framingham risk model, based on several clinical factors, is used extensively for
detecting risk for coronary heart disease. However it has only moderate levels of sensitivity
and specificity. A new risk model, based on both Framingham risk model variables (Wilson
etal., 1998) and an inflammation marker, C-reactive protein (CRP), has been developed
recently using data from the Women's Health Study (Cook et al., 2006). We illustrate here

J Am Stat Assoc. Author manuscript; available in PMC 2012 July 25.
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how our proposed procedure can be used to evaluate the clinical utility of the cardiovascular
risk prediction model using an independent dataset from the Framingham Offspring study
(Kannel et al., 1979).

The Framingham Offspring Study was established in 1971 with 5,124 participants who were
monitored prospectively on epidemiological and genetic risk factors of CVD. We consider
here 1728 female participants who were free of CVD and have CRP measurement and other
clinical information at the second examination. The average age of this subset was about 44
years with standard deviation 10. The outcome we considered was the time from exam date
to first major CVD event, including CVD-related death. During the follow-up period, 269
participants experienced at least one CVD event and the 5-year event rate was about 2%.
Since CRP measurements are complete in the cohort, the Framingham data allows us to
illustrate the methods with a real dataset and compare estimators obtained using data from
NCC subcohorts to those from the full cohort.

We first calculated the risk score using an algorithm developed previously in Cook et al.
(2006), combining information on age, systolic blood pressure, smoking status, high-density
lipoprotein (HDL), total cholesterol, medication for hypertension and CRP concentration.
The score was derived using a Cox proportional hazards model. To evaluate the clinical
utility of the score in a different dataset, it is sensible to seek a procedure that is independent
of the original modeling assumption. Our nonparametric procedures fit well for this purpose.
To compare different sampling designs, for each design with either 1 or 3 matched controls,
we assembled 500 nested case control datasets by repeatedly sampling the matched controls.
For each dataset, we obtained the point and interval estimates of accuracy summaries for the
new score in predicting the risk of developing CVD events within 5 years since predictor
measurements. In Table 5, we report the average of the estimates over the 500 sets from
three subsampling settings: (i) the full cohort; (ii) NCC samples with m = 1; and (iii) NCC
samples with /m = 3 Since the B-sampling results in asymptotically equivalent estimators, we
focus only on the F-sampling. For comparison, results from both the CNA and DIPW
method are reported. Since the results are fairly comparable between these methods, below
we summarize estimates from the CNA method only.

Across all accuracy measures, the point estimates from all three subsampling settings are
close to each other. The sampling variability of these estimators decreases as the number of
controls increases. However, similar to the results in simulation studies, the gain in precision
is most pronounced in estimates of FPR. It appears that a NCC design with m= 3 would
yield accuracy estimators with precision comparable to that of the full cohort in most of the
cases. The estimated AUC is about 0.75 with standard error about 0.04 and 95% CI (0.67,
0.84) based on NCC samples with /m = 3. These estimates suggest that the new score
incorporating the CRP information has a moderate accuracy in predicting the 5-year risk of
CVD events. One utility of the risk score is to recommend preventive strategies such as a
statin therapy to patients who are positive on the score-based test. If a low false negative
rate, say 10%, is desirable, then a decision rule based on the corresponding threshold would
yield about an FPR of 65% (s.e. 14%); PPV of 99% (s.e. 0.3%) and NPV of 2.9% (s.e.
0.8%).

5 Remarks

Ensuring adequate validation of a prediction model is one of the major challenges in
prognostic tool development. In this paper, we proposed nonparametric estimators for
prognostic accuracy measures of novel markers with data generated by a NCC design within
a prospective cohort study. By using a kernel smoothing technique along with IPW, our
proposed estimators are robust and broadly applicable to complex settings where censoring

JAm Stat Assoc. Author manuscript; available in PMC 2012 July 25.
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is marker dependent and marker information is missing by design. Results from extensive
simulation studies and practical examples suggest that the commonly time-dependent
accuracy measures can be estimated well using data from NCC studies. In general, we find
that the CNA approach works well for smaller cohort sizes provided that there are a
sufficient number of cases. For example, we also conducted simulation studies with 7=
2000 using similar setting as those described above but with slightly higher event rate
yielding about 300 cases by the end of the study. As shown in Table 6, the proposed point
and interval estimates for the accuracy measures perform well under this setting.

Biological samples collected from cohort members in large studies are often limited and
should be used as efficiently as possible. Our proposed approach will enable researchers to
efficiently utilize existing resources collected in large cohort studies such as the Nurses'
Health Study (Colditz et al., 1997) or the Health Professional Follow-up Study (Hunter et
al., 1992), while maintaining scientific rigor in validating novel prediction models for
patients' future risk and prognosis. Depending on the quantity of interest, it is possible that a
1:1 matching with m = 1 provides sufficient estimation precision. The majority of the
precision gain due to a larger /m contributes to the FPR estimation. When the desired FPR
level is low, the width of the CI could be rather small in general and thus one may achieve a
reasonable precision for the estimation of most accuracy measures with a small /. In
practice, it appears that when /m = 3, most of the accuracy estimates achieve reasonable
efficiencies relative to those obtained from the full cohort. This echos the finding in the
literature that for testing the significance of a single binary covariate, the efficiency of a
design with /mmatched controls per case relative to use of all controls is m/(m+ 1) (Ury,
1975; Breslow et al., 1983).

We established the asymptotic equivalence between estimators derived under the F-sampling
and B-sampling. This suggests that in practice, sampling with and without replacement can
lead to estimators with similar efficiency when appropriate weights are used. While we
show that asymptotically the variances of the CNA estimators are not influenced by the
choice of bandwidth / provided that it has the correct order, in practice the selection of Ain
a particular dataset requires special attention to ensure stable estimation. When Cis
independent of Yand 7, the DIPW estimator may be a useful alternative to the CNA
estimator with advantage of not requiring smoothing and thus may be more stable when the
number of cases is not large. However, one needs to use this estimator with caution as they
are prone to bias when the censoring pattern changes with the marker values. The current
development considers the predictive accuracy for A 7< 9 at a pre-specified time point ¢
When there are multiple time points of interest, one may obtain accuracy estimates across all
the points. The asymptotic derivations given in the appendix can be used to justify that
properly standardized accuracy estimates over time converge jointly to a multivariate
normal. This would allow one to construct simultaneous Cls for these parameters to account
for multiple comparisons.

Compared with a case-cohort design, individually matched NCC design is known for its
weakness that biomarker information on controls is limited to testing the specific study
hypotheses. The proposed IPW approach to analyzing NCC data overcomes such design
limitations. Indeed, when selected individuals are weighted inversely by their sampling
probability, they provide representative data on the entire cohort and can be used for
additional evaluation with a different outcome. The IPW approach, however, may not be
most efficient. When auxiliary variables are available, it would be interesting to improve the
estimation efficiency via augmentation. For example, one may consider efficient estimators
along the lines of Robins et al. (1994) or constructing an optimal augmentation procedure
within a pre-specified class of functionals as in Bang & Tsiatis (2000) and Bang & Tsiatis
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(2002). The work presented here is an initial step toward future development along that
direction.

Throughout, let () = KX;< 08, N 0 =n"">"" Ni(®), r(h = P(X;2 1),

 dE {N;
Ayee O =], 0%, and G (1) =exp {—mA . (1)}

We assume that C has a finite support [0, t], which is shorter than that of 7. The marker Y'is
assumed to be continuous and bounded. Throughout, unless noted otherwise, the sup over
time tis taken over [0, t]. We use the notation < to denote bounded up to a constant and =~
to denote equal up to g,(1) in the uniform sense unless specified otherwise. For the kernel
function K'and marker Y; we make the same assumptions as in Du & Akritas (2002),
including: (i) K'is a symmetric probability density function with finite support and bounded
second derivative; (ii) the distribution function of Y, # () =P (Y <) has bounded second
and third derivatives with inf, x) > 0, where f (x) =d.F (x) /dx,

A Equivalence Between the Finite Population Sampling with True Weights
and the Bernoulli Sampling with Estimated Weights

Here, we demonstrate that in general, the IPW estimators obtained based on the two
sampling schemes are asymptotically equivalent at the first order.

A.1 Asymptotic Variance with Finite Population Sampling

Our proposed estimators based on the F-sampling involve the sampling variables {V7, ...,

VE} which are weakly dependent conditional on 2. To establish the consistency and
asymptotic normality of the proposed estimators, one may account for the weak dependence
using the law of large numbers (Cai, 2005) and central limit theorem theorems (Zhang,
2000) for sequences of asymptotically linear negative quadrant dependent random variables.
Here, we focus primarily on the derivation of the asymptotic variances and outline the
justification for the following Lemma:

Lemma 1 Let &(-) be a given function of D = (X, 8, Y)T such that E{€(D)} = 0, E{§(D)?} <

oo and the total variation of (D) is bounded by a constant. Then the random variable D@’;P of
the form

n—%z”:;v‘% (D)) — z”: (W{F - 1){-‘ D)) 7t znlf (Dy)
i=1 i i=1

i=1

has asymptotic variance

o2E ED;)? [P @
13 pi 7(u)

(A1)

where ne(u) = E{§(Di)I(X; > u)(1 - pi)/pi} and pj = 6 + (1 = 6;){1 - Gm(X(}-
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To obtain the asymptotic variance, we note that from Samuelsen (1997),

var (W]Fl.@) =(1 - p;/P;), and for i #

— (1=poi)(1=po;)(1-6)(1-6;) s (1-p)(1-5;)

F 5F .
cov (”’f’”/"@ ) Pij P %"ﬁof) ( )lj P<P
_ _m (1X20I(X20)A-p)(1-p;) Ay (O -3/2
- "f PiPj 7(t) +0 ( )
where
— 2mé}; m(m—1)y moy, 2
pij = [ [1 EEEC AR vA TRe A ]/ {1 - —nf&w} -1

k:X'k<min(X,',Xj)

— 21X 2 01(X; 2 t) sz(CS()ﬂLO (3"2).

On the other hand, since E {12} =1

S

var {n_% Swhe (Di)} =E [var {n_% iWEf (D;) |-@} +var | E {n 2 i wé (D)) |9}]
i=1
_ (- p,)(l B)éD)E(D;)

-k [n—l § suem oy, A +E{Em)?)

g0 _ my g f1<x>r>1(X,>z)<1—p,>(1—pj)<<Di>f(Dj) cen | o 2
Pi n? by PiPj 7(t) £

1

A.2 Bernoulli Sampling with Estimated Weights
Here we derive the asymptotic variance for a statistic of the form

75 =n sz £D)

for some deterministic function €. First, since conditional on 2, {8} are independent

Bernoulli random variables with success probability I(Xj > Xii # j) mé;/n” (X;) and {V,

., VE} are independent Bernoulli with success probability p,. By the standard empirical
process theory (Pollard, 1990), it is not difficult to show that, uniformly over t € [0, ],
conditional on 2

1G (1) = Gy (1) 1
nzié nzg 2 XjZX,‘){B,‘j——n_TXi)}

which converges weakly to a zero-mean Gaussian process. This, together with a taylor
expansion and a uniform law of large numbers (ULLN) (Pollard, 1990), implies that

~ n_% ZW?{-‘ (Dj) - Eg (A3)
J=1

+0, (n_% ) (A.2)

where w7 =V /5, Eg:n‘%zzlzlfng (s) de; (s) and
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N; (s).

n 1(X; 2 X;) (B

=l X)) /n n- (X))

€i(s)=

We next approximate var { 2|}, Since var (Bi1Z) =m/n” (X)) +0, (n”*) and
var (W?l@) =(1-p)/p;

n 1 —PD.
var {(#2 ~ 1)¢(D,) 12} =n"" ﬁ{’fg(n,)z (A
i=1 J
25,
var (sglg nmz le()((X) )f +0, (n’z) - f "fr((g dAye () (A5)

Conditional on 2, By and V;S are independent when j* # /. Thus, the covariance between
n‘%z; (ﬂv;Bf - l)g(D,-) and g given Z is
cov (B VA1) (D)

Ng (X)5 > X,
ZZ =) > X;) B

i=1 j=1

Since V(I)Bj:O implies B;;=0,

cov (B, V1) =cov (1 - Bij, 1 - VF12)=(1-6,){P(VE:=0) - P(VE=0) P(Bi;=0)}

n1-5)(V50)_nii)
- n(Xy) T X

This, together with a ULLN, implies that

cov(w .f( ) s,:l_@)—> IM (A.6)

7(t)

On the other hand, var [E {@I@}] ~E {f(Di)z}. Thus, we have

Lemma 2 Let &(-) be a given function of D such that E{€(D)} = 0, E{€(D)?} < oo and the

total variation of €(D) is bounded by a constant. Then the random variable 51?23 of the form

n ZZW £(Dy)=n ZZ(W —1)§(D,)+n_7Z§(DZ)

i=1

has asymptotic variance

A=k {f(Dl) } fqgw) Ay @ A

7(u)
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B Uniform Consistency of the Absolute Risk and Accuracy Estimators
under Bernoulli Sampling
For the consistency, we assume that 7= O(riV) with v € [1/5, 1/2). We first establish the
following uniform convergence rate for K)' (to) =f§;’{7?y (t)}_ldlf\/\y ()

sup|A, (to - Ay (to)) =0, {(nh)_%bg (n)} , (B.1)

».lo

where

[Kw(x—-y)H, (dxst)

K - I’-I\,Td;
JKw (= y) Fodn) "y(f>—fh(x DI D
Ky (x —y) %o (dx

K (x—y) Fo(dn)

N, (1) =

n n
Hy Gety=n"' YWl (Y; < ONi (), HeCety=n"" Y Wil (¥; < 01 (X; 2 1)
=1 i=1

and Fo (x) =n_lzi:11(Yi < x), By Lemma A.3 in Bilias et al. (1997), it suffices to show

that
supll, () = 4, (1)|=0, {mhog ), ©2)
Supl, (1), (01=0, { () H1og ()}, ©3

where A(D) = E{N(D | Y;= v} nfd = AX;= t] Yi= ).

First, we note that since i,5,=5;

JKn (x = y) Hy, i)
[Kn(x =) Fo ()

Ny()—A, (1) = A (D).

where Hyy (x:1) =n_1zi:11(Yi < x)Ni (1), Then (B.2) follows immediately from Du &
Akritas (2002). To show (B.3), we let Hor (x;)=n"" >"" I(¥; < x,Xi > 1) and write
[Ty (1) — 7, (| < lery (1) [+leay ()|, where
JKn (x = y) {Hy (dx;) = Hor (dxs1))

JKn (x =) Fo (dx)

€ly (t) =

and
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[Ky (x = ) Hor (dx;1)
[Kn (x =) Fo (dx)

€y (1) = —m, (D).

For €1,(4, we first note that from a functional central limit theorem (FCLT) (Pollard, 1990),

1

no__ . -
n fzi_lsj (s) converges weakly to a zero-mean Gaussian process in sand thus

n

EHYO

i=1

sup
S<T

=0, (1) (B.4)

This, together with (A.2), a ULLN and Lemma A.3 of Bilias et al. (1997), yields

n

n* {Hy (xit) = Hop (i)} =2 Y {0 = DI (Y < 3, X5 2 1) = [, (s0.0di (9] (B5)
i=1
where ngy (s, X ) = E{At> X;= s, Yi< x)(1 - p)/p3}. Conditional on 2,
{(Wi ~DIY; < x,X 20 - [, (sx0d&(s),i=1,--- n} are independent with mean 0.

Furthermore, (w; — 1) I (Y; < x,X; > 1) — fr;,,” (s;x, 1) dg; (s) can be written as differences of
monotone functions with a constant bound and thus has finite psuedo-dimension (Pollard,

1990). Then by a FCLT, conditional on 2, n? {EN (x31) — EON (x;1)} converges weakly to a
zero-mean Gaussian process in (x, 2. This, together with the standard arguments given in

Bickel & Rosenblatt (1973), implies that sup,léiy (1) [=0p {(nh)_%log (n)}. On the other

_1
hand, from Du & Akritas (2002), sup.,l&:2 (1) 1=0, {(nh) *log (n)}. This concludes the proof
for (B.2) and thus we have (B.1).

The convergence of Xy (1) in (B.1) implies that §y (#) is uniformly consistent for S(2). Since
Z (x) = (x;0), the uniform consistency of .7 () for # (x) follows immediately. The
convergences of .7 (x) and Z(z) along with a continuous mapping theorem and Lemma A.3

of Bilias et al. (1997) imply the uniform consistency of & (¢, r) and all the proposed
accuracy measure estimators.

C Asymptotic Distribution of Accuracy Estimators under Bernoulli

Sampling

To obtain an asymptotic expansion for the proposed accuracy estimators, we first obtain

approximations for ., (1) =A, (r) — A, (t) and %, (y) =n* {ﬁ(y) -7 (y)}. To remove the
potential bias in the accuracy estimators due to the kernel smoothing, we now require /1=
O(rY) with 1/4 < v < 1/2. From the asymptotic approximations given in Appendix B for

ﬁy (1) and T, (r) as well as the arguments given in Bickel & Rosenblatt (1973), we have

_ " (wiKy, (Y — M, (t;D; _L
W},(,)zn—IZ{W ot fé?) y( )+f{A(t,s;y)d§(S)}+op(n 2) (C.1)

i=1
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where My, (5:0) = [y ()™ {dN; () = I (X; > w) dAy ()},
=t sy) = [oE AL (X > s Au) (1= p) [ pilYi=y) my()™ dAy (u),

- n —_
Next, noting that 72 IZHWI‘ — Lin probability, we write

n

Wy 0)=n 2y (W= DUV <) = F O+ 7 ()

i=1

where 7/0; » =n‘%ZL1 {I(Y; <y)—F (y)}. From (A.2) and similar arguments as given
for the approximation of (A.3), we have

Wy )=ty (= DY, <) = F O} 7, (3), where

n

Wi ()=n"2 3 {0 = DAL (Y; <3) = F O} L5 (335) i (5))

i=1

and £, (y;5) =E{I(Y; <y,X; > s) (1 — p;) /p;}. Conditional on Z,

{09 = DA (Y; <) = F 0} = [¢ (v35) dEi () ,i=1,..., n} are independent with mean 0 and
finite pseudo-dimension. Thus, by a FCLT, %\(7 (-) converges weakly to a zero-mean
Gaussian process W, . (-). On the other hand, Wog (y) is tight and weakly convergent to a

zero-mean Gaussian process W, (-). Since, n‘%z; (Wi - DT <y)--F (y}and
7//0; (y) are independent conditional on 2, % (v) converges weakly to W, . () +W, . ().

We next approximate the distribution of %, (c, 1) =n? {§(c, H—3S (c t)}. Since 7, (y) =0, (1)

and 7% ®» =0, {(nh)”%log (n)}, we have

Wi (eot) = —n2 [T, O #, O dF O)+ 7S, () dW 5 ()

It follows from (C.1) that

< {fooWiKh (; _y)Sy(t) Mv (#:D;)

C fo) dy+[4 (e.1.9)da <s>} +op (17t

i:l

where (¢, 1, ) =fj°f5y (1) A (¢, s3y) d-F (y). By a change of variable w = (y - Y)/h,

n_%zfoo Wik (Yi = y) 75 () My, (£:D;)
=1

) 70) dy ~ n—%;w (Yi>¢) .7, () M,, (t:D;).

Therefore,
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n

Wy (e.0) =72 3 (i = 1) By (e, 6D0) + [ £ (c.1, 5) d&i ()} +n72 B, (e, :D%)
=1

i=1

where Z; (c,t:D) =S, ()1 (Yi>c) =S (c,1) =1 (Yi>c) S, (1) M, (:D;). Using similar
arguments as given above, a FCLT may be used to show that conditional on 2,

”_%Z; Wi — D%, (c, ;D) + f s (e, 1, 5) dg; (s) converges weakly to a zero-mean Gaussian

process W (c, ). On the other hand, ”_%Z:l:f%)s (¢, ;D;) also converges weakly to a zero-
mean Gaussian process W (c, 1). Therefore, 7’/5\ (c, r) converges weakly to

W (e, ) +W (c, 1)

Furthermore, it is not difficult to show that the weak convergence of

W, (c.1) = W g (c.) +W,, (c.n)and %, (c) > W, . (c) +W, . (c) holds jointly. The
asymptotic distribution of the accuracy estimators follows directly from the joint distribution

of VZ(c, t)and % (c). This, together with a functional delta theorem, implies the following
approximations for #;,,, (c) =n? {FPR, (¢) ~ FPR, (0)}, #py, (¢)=n* {TPR, (c) ~ TPR, ()},
W, (© =0 {NPV, (¢) = NPV, (0)}, and #;,,, (c) =n {PPV, (¢) - PPV, (0)},

_ e ) =FPR, W (1) —~  TPR(Q W (c1.0) = W () = Wy (c.0)

WFPR, (C) ~ 7 (Z) WTPR, (C) = 1-— 5”(1‘)

T @~ PV 07, @-F @) g FO-F ) -NVOF, (©)
: 1-Z(c) Z ()

The same arguments as given above can then be used to establish the weak convergence for
these processes and obtain the asymptotic variance based on (A.7). For example, since

W, © =173 Dilye, (D7) with

i, (D) =S ()%, (c,:D;) — FPR, (¢) %y (a1, ;D))}, Wrgg, (€) > N(O, T, (C)) in
distribution, where T, (©) =E (G, (D) pi} = m 7)™ Mo, (€ 1)’ dAyee ) and

Mo, (© 0 =E (G, D)1 (Xi 2 u) (1= p) [ pi]

To establish the weak convergence of the ROC curve estimator, we first note that the
arguments above can be extended to show that the weak convergences of the two processes,

Wy, (€) and e (©), hold jointly. This, together with the stochastic equicontinuity of these
processes, implies that for v € [uy, u] C (0, 1),

n? {ROC, (u) - ROC, ()| =7,

TPR,

{FPR! (1)}-ROC, (u) #ppy, {FPRT! ()} +0,, (1),

where ROC 1) = 9ROC{u)/du. It follows that n? {R/O\C, (u) — ROC; (u)} converges weakly to
a zero-mean Gaussian process.
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