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Background: A major hepatic resection for malignancies requires an adequate post-operative liver

reserve. Portal vein embolization (PVE) with intra-arterial therapy (IAT) may increase future liver remnant

(FLR) hypertrophy. As such, the feasibility, safety and efficacy of IAT+PVE were investigated.

Methods: Between 2000 to 2011, 86 patients with malignancy of the liver were identified from a

multi-institutional database. Twenty-nine patients underwent sequential IAT+PVE, 25 had PVE alone and

32 had IAT alone. Clinicopathological data were evaluated.

Results: Most patients had hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) (65.1%) and 31.4% had secondary meta-

static disease. A complete or partial response using European Association for the Study of the Liver

(EASLD) criteria was seen in 48.3% of patients undergoing IAT+PVE vs. 56.6% among patients under-

going IAT (P = 0.601). The median increase in percentage FLR volume was comparable in IAT+PVE (7.4%)

vs. PVE only (7.9%) (P = 0.203). There were no IAT+PVE-associated deaths and only one complication.

Among patients treated with IAT+PVE (n = 29), 27 underwent a subsequent hepatic resection. Peri-

operative morbidity and mortality was 29.6% and 7.4%, respectively. Among the patients with HCC who

underwent curative intent surgery after IAT+PVE, the median survival was 59.0 months.

Conclusions: Sequential IAT and PVE are feasible and safe. Utilization of IAT+PVE before a resection

can lead to long-term survival and should be considered in the treatment of patients with advanced

hepatic malignancies.
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Introduction

A major hepatic resection is the only curative option for many
patients with advanced malignancies of the liver. In recent decades,
improvements in surgical technique, increased understanding of
hepatic anatomy and advances in peri-operative care have resulted
in improvements in peri-operative mortality associated with a

liver resection. Mortality is now reported to be less than 5% at
most high-volume centres.1–5 However, post-operative liver failure
remains a serious concern associated with high mortality.6 A
number of studies have identified the risk factors associated with
post-operative liver failure including cirrhosis, chemotherapy
induced steatohepatitis, sepsis and cholestasis.6,7 Most efforts to
reduce the risk of liver failure after resection have focused on
insuring an adequate post-operative hepatic reserve.4,6–8

Characterization of an adequate hepatic reserve has resulted in
the development of scoring systems and biochemical tests.9,10
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However, in most centres pre-operative measurement of the
future liver remnant (FLR) is utilized to ensure that an adequate
minimal functional liver volume will be left after resection to
avoid liver insufficiency. In general, patients with normal under-
lying hepatic parenchyma require an FLR of 20% to 30%, whereas
patients with underlying liver disease may require an FLR of 30%
to 50%.11 Pre-operative portal vein embolization (PVE) has been
utilized as a strategy to induce hypertrophy of the FLR to mitigate
the risk of liver failure among patients undergoing a major hepatic
resection. However, there have been some concerns over tumour
progression after portal vein occlusion. Several previous studies
have demonstrated either primary or metastatic tumour progres-
sion after pre-operative PVE.12–15 Preclinical evidence in mouse
models has also suggested that portal vein occlusion may increase
the growth rate of liver metastasis through growth factor secre-
tion.16 Other studies have suggested that PVE may be associated
with tumour progression through various potential routes includ-
ing a combination of growth factor secretion and increased
hepatic artery flow.17

Because of the risk of tumour progression and the desire to
treat the intrahepatic disease around the time of PVE, there has
been interest in combining PVE with intra-arterial therapy (IAT).
Sequential IAT and PVE may allow for the treatment of intrahe-
patic disease, while also increasing the hypertrophy of the FLR
owing to occlusion of both the portal and arterial flow to the
tumour-bearing liver. However, combined IAT and PVE may also
result in more morbidity as a result of double occlusion of hepatic
vascular in-flow. Data on sequential IAT and PVE prior to major
hepatic resection remain poorly defined. Most reports on the
topic have been single institution series and therefore may have
limited generalizability.18–20 The current series utilized an interna-
tional multi-centre database derived from six major hepatobiliary
centres. The short- and long-term outcomes of patients who were
managed with sequential IAT and PVE prior to hepatic resection
were examined. Specifically, the aim was to determine the feasi-
bility, safety and efficacy of combined sequential IAT and PVE.

Methods
Patients and data collection
Utilizing an international multi-institutional database, 86 patients
with an advanced malignancy of the liver diagnosed between
January 2000 and June 2011 were identified from one of six insti-
tutions (Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Baltimore,
MD, USA; Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, USA; Univer-
sity of Calgary Hospital, Calgary, Canada; Curry Cabral Hospital,
Lisbon, Portugal; Eastern Hepatobiliary Surgery Hospital, Shang-
hai, China; and Ospedale Mauriziano Umberto I, Turin, Italy).
The Institutional Review Boards of each respective institution
approved the study. The study cohort consisted of 29 patients who
had undergone a prospectively planned sequential IAT+PVE,
compared with patients who had undergone either PVE (n = 25)
or IAT (n = 32) alone.

Standard demographical and clinicopathological data were col-
lected including patient and primary tumour characteristics. Spe-
cifically, as previously described,21 data collected included patient
demographics; primary tumour size, number; serum laboratory
exams [e.g. international normalized ratio (INR), bilirubin, crea-
tinine etc.]; and model of end-stage liver disease (MELD) score.
Detailed data on imaging characteristics were also collected. Com-
plete response (CR), partial response (PR), stable disease (SD) and
progressive disease (PD) were assessed using standard European
Association for the Study of the Liver (EASL) criteria,22 as previ-
ously described.23 For those patients who underwent a resection, a
pathological response was also assessed according to established
criteria.24 Data on the type of IAT and PVE treatment, as well as
peri-procedural and long-term outcomes were also collected. IAT
was performed using conventional trans-arterial chemoemboliza-
tion (cTACE) with either cisplatin+doxorubicin+mitomycin
C or doxorubicin drug-eluting beads (DEB). PVE was performed
using either cyanoacrylate, microspheres or coils as described
previously.25–27 In general, the doses of chemotherapy for conven-
tional TACE were 100 mg of cisplatin, 50 mg of doxorubicin and
10 mg of mitomycin C mixed with lipiodol 1–2 to 1 depending on
arterial flow. The volume used was usually 10 cc of chemo + 5–15
cc of lipiodol. The size of the microspheres used to embolize as
part of conventional TACE was 100 to 300 microns. The size of the
DEB-TACE particles was 100 to 300 microns loaded with 1 vial or
50 mg of doxorubicin. In general, 1 or 2 vials were used per case.
For PVE, the particles were usually 100–500 microns, whereas for
the N-Butyl Cyanoacrylate or glue typically two tubes or 2 ml of
total mixed with lipiodol at four times the volume of glue, there-
fore approximately 8 ml was used.

Cross-sectional volumetry was performed after PVE to assess
contralateral liver hypertrophy.28,29 Survival status was determined
using both hospital records as well as the Social Security Death
Index.

Data analysis
Summary statistics were obtained using established methods
and presented as percentages or median values. The chi-square test
was used to compare categorical data, whereas the Mann-Whitney
U-test was used for continuous data. Factors including procedure-
related complications, change in FLR, tumour response on
imaging and pathology, as well as overall survival were compared
among patients undergoing sequential IAT+PVE versus either IAT
or PVE alone. Survival times were estimated using the Kaplan–
Meier method and differences were examined using the log-rank
test. A P-value of less than 0.05 was considered significant. All tests
were performed using the SPSS version 18.0 (IBM Corporation,
Armonk, NY, USA).

Results
Patient characteristics and demographics
The patient and tumour characteristics of the 86 patients who
were diagnosed with a primary or secondary hepatic tumour and
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who were included in the current study are detailed in Table 1.
Fifty-six patients had a primary hepatic cancer and 27 had sec-
ondary metastatic disease. Overall, 59 patients had a solitary liver
lesion and 21 had bilobar hepatic metastasis. The median size of
the largest lesion was 6.2 cm (range, 1.5–15.0 cm). Ten patients
had concurrent extrahepatic metastatic disease.

Although the distributions of certain factors (e.g. age, gender,
INR, creatinine and the presence of extra-hepatic disease) were
similar among the three study groups, univariate analyses revealed
several differences (Table 1). While most patients who underwent
sequential IAT+PVE (n = 24) and those who underwent IAT alone
(n = 27) had HCC, patients who underwent PVE alone more often
had colorectal liver metastasis as a diagnosis (n = 16) (P < 0.001).
Patients who underwent IAT+PVE had the largest burden of intra-
hepatic disease. Specifically, the median size of the largest intrahe-
patic lesion was 10.2 cm among patients treated with IAT+PVE vs.
6.0 cm and 5.5 cm, respectively, for patients undergoing IAT or
PVE alone (P = 0.006). There was also a corresponding difference

in the extent of hepatic involvement (>50% intrahepatic tumour
burden: IAT+PVE, 53.9% vs. IAT alone, 28.1% vs. PVE alone,
29.1%; P = 0.032).

IAT and PVE procedural details and
associated morbidity
Details regarding the IAT and PVE procedures are outlined in
Table 2. Overall, among patients undergoing IAT, patients were
treated with either cTACE with cisplatin+doxorubicin+mitomycin
C (n = 29) or DEB (n = 32). The median number of IAT treatments
was 1 (range, 1 to 4). All patients who were treated with sequential
IAT+PVE (n = 29) had IAT therapy as the initial liver-directed
therapy. Compared with patients who underwent IAT alone
(n = 10), patients who underwent sequential IAT+PVE (n = 19)
were more commonly treated with doxorubicin DEB (P = 0.010)
(Table 2). Overall, repeat IAT treatment was performed among
44.8% of IAT+PVE patients vs. 71.0% of the IAT patients. Repeat
IAT therapy most often consisted of DEB (84.6%) among IAT+PVE

Table 1 Baseline characteristics of patients according to treatment received

IAT PVE IAT & PVE P-value

(n = 32) (n = 25) (n = 29)

Age at diagnosis (years); median (range) 61.1 (13.4–74.0) 62.4 (42.4–71.3)– 60.1 (48.2–69.8) 0.316

Male gender; n 22 17 24 0.300

Race

White; n 19 23 23 <0.001

Black; n 13 1 1

Other; n 0 1 5

Cirrhotic liver; n 22 1 11 <0.001

Chemistries

Serum bilirubin (mg/dl); median (range) 1.0 (0.2–3.8) 0.7 (0.3–4.3) 0.9 (0.3–1.7) 0.078

INR; median (range) 1.1 (1.1–1.4) 1.0 (0.9–1.4) 1.1 (1.0–1.2) 0.141

Serum creatinine (mg/dl); median (range) 1.0 (0.4–1.4) 0.9 (0.7–1.2) 0.9 (0.6–1.2) 0.481

Tumour histology

HCC; n 27 5 24 <0.001

CRLM; n 2 16 1

Neuroendocrine; n 3 2 3

Cholangiocarcinoma; n 0 2 1

Tumour size (cm); median (range) 6.0 (1.5–9.4) 5.5 (1.8–12.1) 10.2 (2.9–15.0) 0.006

Lymph node metastatsis; n 4 10 0 <0.001

Extrahepatic disease; n 4 3 5 0.851

Estimated hepatic involvementa

0–25%; n 13 6 5 0.032

26–50%; n 10 11 7

51–75%; n 9 3 14

>75%; n 0 1 (4.8) 0

MELD score; median (range) 8.4 (4.4–15) 7.6 (2.5–11) 7.6 (3.0–8.2) 0.043

aData were missing for seven patients.
IAT, intra-arterial therapy; PVE, portal vein embolization; CRLM, colorectal liver metastatsis; HCC, hepatocellular carcinoma, INR, international
normalized ratio; MELD, model for end-stage liver disease.
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patients, whereas 18 of the 22 IAT-only patients who underwent a
repeat IAT received cTACE (P < 0.001).

Among the 54 patients who underwent PVE, 46 patients had
the right portal vein embolized (IAT+PVE, 89.7% vs. PVE alone,
80.0%) (P = 0.351). Six patients underwent PVE of the right
hemi-liver with concurrent embolization of segment 4 (IAT+PVE,
10.3% vs. PVE alone, 12.0%). While most PVE-alone patients

were treated with N-butyl cyanoacrylate (n = 18), IAT+PVE
patients were treated using several different approaches (N-butyl
cyanoacrylate in 12; microspheres in 9; and coils+polyvinyl
alcohol in 6) (P = 0.014). Of the 29 patients who underwent
sequential liver-directed therapy, the median time between
the initial IAT and subsequent PVE was 60 days (range, 28
to 102).

Table 2 Details of procedures undergone by the patients

IAT PVE IAT & PVE P-value

(n = 32) (n = 25) (n = 29)

Portal vein embolization

Vein(s) occluded

Right portal vein; n – 20 26 0.350

Left portal vein; n – 2 0

Right portal vein+left segment 4; n – 3 3

Embolization material –

N-butyl cyanoacrylate; n – 22 12 0.014

Microspheres; n – 1 9

Coils+polyvinyl alcohol; n – 2 6

Procedure-related complications; n – 3 0 0.093

Intra-arterial therapy regimen 1

Extent of tumour

Unilobar; n 20 – 18 0.941

Bilobar; n 12 – 11

Chemotherapy regimen –

Cisplatin+doxorubicin+mitomycin C; n 22 – 10 0.010

Doxorubicin DEB; n(%) 10 – 19

Procedure-related complications; n 1 – 1 0.902

Accompanied systemic chemotherapy; n 1 – 4 0.181

Intra-arterial therapy regimen 2

Patients undergoing second IAT; n 22a – 13 0.402

Chemotherapy regimen; n –

Cisplatin+doxorubicin+mitomycin C; n 18 – 2 <0.001

Doxorubicin DEB; n 4 – 11

Procedure-related complications; n 0 – 1

Accompanied systemic chemotherapy; n 0 – 3 0.040

Surgical resection

Patients undergoing surgery; n 0 19 27 <0.001

Type of operation

Hemi-hepatectomy – 7 15 0.171

Extended resection – 12 12

Margin status –

R0 – 19 26 0.594

R1 – 0 1

Procedure-related complications; n – 6 8 0.891

Operative mortality, n – 1 2 0.190

aFrom a total of 31 patients. One patient had complications arising from the first IAT.
IAT, intra-arterial therapy; PVE, portal vein embolization; DEB, drug-eluting beads.
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Morbidity and mortality after IAT and PVE were uncommon.
Five patients experienced a peri-procedural complication; there
was only one death. The death occurred in a patient who had
undergone IAT alone. This patient was 71 years old and had HCC
with a pre-IAT bilirubin of 3.8 and MELD score of 15. After IAT
therapy with cTACE, the patient developed worsening liver insuf-
ficiency and died post-procedure day 26. Among those patients
who underwent PVE alone, there were no peri-procedural deaths
but there were three patients who had complications. Complica-
tions included a hepatic abscess, haemolytic anaemia and sepsis.
Similarly, there were no procedural-related deaths after sequential
IAT+PVE. One patient did experience a complication of a hepatic
abscess related to IAT therapy, but this resolved with conservative
management and antibiotics.

IAT and PVE: the impact on FLR, tumour response
and surgical therapy
The efficacy of IAT was assessed comparing patients who under-
went sequential IAT+PVE vs. patients who underwent IAT only
(Table 3). Targeted lesions were evaluated for treatment response
by assessing tumour necrosis on cross-sectional imaging using
established EASLD criteria.22,23 Among patients treated with IAT
alone, 16 and 1 patients had a PR or CR, respectively. Thirteen
patients had SD. Among the patients who underwent sequential
IAT+PVE, 12 and 2 patients, respectively, had a PR or CR whereas
15 patients had SD on cross-sectional imaging using EASLD

criteria. No patient in either group had PD. Overall there was no
difference in the response rate (PR+CR) using EASLD criteria
when comparing IAT alone (56.6%) vs. sequential IAT+PVE
(48.3%) (P = 0.601).

The degree of FLR hypertrophy was also assessed comparing
patients who underwent sequential IAT+PVE vs. patients who
underwent PVE alone. The median time to FLR assessment
from time of PVE was 47.8 days (range, 15 to 95). The percent
increase in FLR was comparable after PVE alone vs. sequential
IAT+PVE (PVE alone, 7.9% vs. sequential IAT+PVE, 7.4%;
P = 0.203) (Fig. 1).

Among patients who underwent PVE alone (n = 25), 19 under-
went a resection. In contrast among patients treated with IAT+PVE
(n = 29), 27 patients underwent subsequent hepatic resection.
In this latter group, a hepatic resection consisted of hemi-
hepatectomy (n = 15) or extended hepatic resection (n = 12). The
surgical margin was microscopically negative in the majority of
patients (n = 26). On final pathological analysis, greater than 50%
tumour necrosis was noted among most patients (n = 11), with
many patients having 75% or more tumour necrosis (n = 9)
(Fig. 2).

Morbidity and mortality after a hepatic resection among those
patients who had pre-operative sequential IAT+PVE was noted in
8 and 2 patients, respectively. The two post-operative deaths were
related to liver insufficiency/failure in cirrhotic patients who had
pre-operative FLR volumes of 598 ml (27%) and 530 ml (34%).

Table 3 Response to procedures by type of procedure undergone by patients

IAT PVE IAT & PVE P-value

(n = 32) (n = 25) (n = 29)

Percent increase in FLR volume; median (range) 0.94 (0–1.4) 7.9 (4.1–14.7) 7.4 (2.2–11.6) 0.017

EASL responsea

Complete response, n 1 – 2 0.601

Partial response, n 16 – 12

Stable disease, n 13 – 15

Pathological response (% necrosis)b

0–25; n – 7 4 0.843

26–50%; n – 14 4

51–75%; n – 0 2

75–100%; n – 1 9

Recurrence; n N/A 7 9 0.809

Condition at final follow-up

Alive without evidence of disease; n 0 8 18 <0.001

Alive with disease; n 25 13 5

Died of disease; n 3 3 5

Died of other causes; n 4 1 1

aOne patient in the IAT group did not return for response evaluation. Data missing for another patient. Total in group is 30 patients.
bNo pathology specimens were available for patients undergoing IAT as none underwent surgery. Data were available for a limited number of patients
in the other two groups.
IAT, intra-arterial therapy; PVE, portal vein embolization; FLR, future liver remnant; EASL, European Association for the Study of the Liver.
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Among all patients who underwent resection after sequential
IAT+PVE, the median and 3-year survival was 58 months and
87.4%, respectively. Among patients with HCC (n = 24) who
underwent surgery after IAT+PVE, the median survival was 59.0
months and 1-, and 3-year survival was 85.7% and 66.7%, respec-
tively. At a median follow-up of 16.7 months, 18 patients with
HCC who underwent resection after IAT+PVE were alive and
disease-free.

Discussion

Surgery is being increasingly considered for patients with a large
intrahepatic burden of disease that requires a major hepatic resec-
tion. Determination of resectability is based on preserving blood
flow and biliary drainage to two contiguous liver segments while
also preserving enough remnant liver to avoid liver failure.30,31 To
mitigate the risk of post-operative liver insufficiency, PVE has
been employed to increase the FLR. However, there is some
concern that while PVE may induce hypertrophy of the FLR, there
may also be concomitant tumour growth during this period of
time.12–17 Some investigators have suggested that IAT combined
with PVE may have an increased therapeutic effect on the intra-
hepatic tumour owing to obstruction of the tumour-feeding
vessels and suppression of intrahepatic spread by portal vein
invasion.25,32–34 However, double occlusion of the blood supply
to the tumour-bearing liver may result in an increased risk of
ischaemia, liver damage and complications. Less than a handful of

studies have reported on the use of sequential IAT+PVE for
patients with advanced liver malignancies.18–20 Two of the three
previous reports included fewer than 20 patients19,20 and all pre-
vious studies were single institution experiences.18–20 The current
study is important because it examined an international experi-
ence with sequential IAT+PVE. This enabled a wide range of
IAT+PVE techniques in a more ‘real-world’ setting to be reported,
making these findings more broadly applicable. In the present
study, IAT+PVE was noted to be feasible and safe, with no related
deaths and only one patient complication. Sequential IAT+PVE
did not result in additional FLR hypertrophy, but a subset of
patients with extensive intrahepatic disease who did undergo a
resection after IAT+PVE were noted to have significant tumour
necrosis on final pathology and experienced long-term survival.

One of the main concerns with sequential IAT+PVE regards the
double occlusion of vascular inflow to the tumour-bearing hemi-
liver. Parenchymal damage can occur after IAT alone as evidenced
by elevation in liver enzymes including aspartate aminotrans-
ferase (AST) and alanine aminotransferase (ALT).18,35,36 Most
often these elevations are transient; however, the concern with
IAT+PVE is that any ischaemic effect may be more severe and long
standing. In the study by Yoo et al., the authors reported that
nearly all patients treated with IAT+PVE had only a mild elevation
in AST and ALT within 3 days after IAT that quickly normalized
and no patient had abnormal elevation in enzymes after subse-
quent PVE.18 In this study, only one patient who underwent
IAT+PVE had markedly and persistently elevated liver enzymes
that that did not normalize 3 months after PVE. Of note, Yoo
et al. noted that no patient experienced a significant complication
after IAT+PVE. In the present study, we similarly found that
IAT+PVE was well tolerated with no peri-procedural deaths and
only one serious complication. While liver function enzymes after
IAT+PVE were not formally assessed, the one specific complica-
tion – hepatic abscess – did appear to be related to relative
ischaemia and super-infection of the treated hemi-liver. In aggre-
gate, data from the current study as well as data published by
others,18–20 demonstrate that pre-operative sequential IAT+PVE
can be performed safely.

In the present study, the median increase in percentage FLR
volume was not different in the IAT+PVE group compared with
the PVE only group. In fact, the percent increase in FLR was
virtually identical after sequential IAT+PVE (7.4%) vs. PVE alone
(7.9%) (Fig. 1). In contrast, Yoo et al. had reported that sequential
IAT+PVE was an effective method to increase the rate of
FLR hypertrophy and was associated with a significantly higher
percent change in FLR.18 Specifically, in the study by Yoo et al.,
the mean increase in percentage FLR volume was 7.3% in the
IAT+PVE group compared with 5.8% in the PVE-only group.18

The reasons for the difference in the present findings compared
with the study by Yoo et al. are probably multi-factorial. Different
techniques were employed for the IAT and PVE procedures in
each study. Specifically, gelatin sponge embolization was the main
method of PVE in the Yoo et al. study, whereas a variety of

Figure 1 The percent increase in future liver remnant (FLR) was
comparable after portal vein embolization (PVE) alone vs. sequential
intra-arterial therapy (IAT)+PVE (PVE alone, 7.9% vs. sequential
IAT+PVE, 7.4%; P = 0.203)
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approaches were used in the present study (Table 2). In addition,
Yoo and colleagues routinely performed IAT using a cisplatin-
lipiodol emulsion, which tends to be more ‘embolic’ than the DEB
IAT therapy that was delivered to half (52.5%) of the patients in
the present study. These differences may explain, in part, the lower
than expected change in FLR in the ‘control’ PVE alone group of
only 5.8% in the Yoo et al. study.18 It is interesting to note that the
change in FLR for the IAT+PVE (7.4%) and PVE only (7.9%)
groups in the present study were nearly identical to the IAT+PVE
group (7.3%) in the Yoo et al. study. Furthermore, the reported
FLR changes in the Yoo et al. study had wide standard errors
that overlapped considerably between the two groups (IAT+PVE:
7.3% � 3.6% vs. PVE only group: 5.8% � 4.5%) – again calling
into question any significant difference between the groups. In
turn, taken together, IAT+PVE does not appear to be associated
with a marked difference in FLR hypertrophy compared with PVE
alone.

Rather than reducing the tumour size, the goal of IAT treatment
is to induce tumour necrosis. IAT alone has been associated with
a mean tumour necrosis of 50% to 60% and the effect of IAT has
been shown to be related to the size of the targeted lesion.37 In the
present study, the median tumour size among patients undergo-
ing IAT+PVE was almost 10 cm and over one-half of patients had
greater than 50% estimated tumour involvement of the liver. In
spite of this high burden of disease, IAT+PVE was associated with
a good therapeutic response. Specifically, 48.3% of patients had
either a partial or complete response based on EASLD criteria on
cross-sectional imaging. In addition, among those patients who
underwent a resection, 47.4% of patients were noted to have sig-
nificant tumour necrosis of 75% to 100%. Ogata et al. had simi-
larly noted a higher response for IAT among patient treated with
combined IAT+PVE.19 IAT+PVE resulted not only in high patho-
logical response rates, but also long-term survival in a subset of

patients. Among patients who underwent a resection after sequen-
tial IAT+PVE the median survival was 58 months. In examining
only HCC patients treated with IAT+PVE and resection, the
median survival was 59.0 months and, perhaps more interestingly,
three-quarters of these patients were alive and disease free. Other
investigators have suggested that combined IAT+PVE may
decrease the rate of intrahepatic recurrence by pre-operatively
suppressing potential intrahepatic spread via the portal vein as
well as occluding arterioportal shunts.18,32–34 Future studies will be
needed to evaluate more fully the impact of IAT+PVE on overall
and disease-free survival.

The present study has a number of limitations that need to be
considered. In spite of assembling the experience of some of the
largest hepato-biliary centres in the world, only a small number of
patients who underwent sequential IAT+PVE could be identified.
Because of the small number of patients who underwent IAT+PVE
identified for this study, there were limitations with regard to
statistical modelling and power. In addition, like all retrospective
studies, the data may be subject to selection bias. Given the relative
heterogeneity among patient and tumour characteristics, as well as
the types of therapy administered, comparisons of patients treated
with IAT+PVE vs. IAT or PVE alone may be limited. While direct
comparisons may be problematic, the present study achieved its
main objective of defining the safety and feasibility of IAT+PVE as
well as providing general information regarding the effect of
IAT+PVE on FLR and tumour necrosis.

In conclusion, sequential IAT+PVE prior to a hepatic resection
is both feasible and safe. Combined therapy did not result in
an appreciable increase in percent FLR compared with PVE
alone. However, sequential IAT and PVE was associated with a
significant tumour response both by EASLD criteria and on final
pathology among those patients who underwent a resection.
Furthermore, patients treated with IAT+PVE prior to a resection

Figure 2 Histological findings showing tumour response. Presence of extensive necrosis with no viable tumour. Note the embedded
drug-eluting beads (DEB) post-intra-arterial therapy (IAT) (arrow)

HPB 529

HPB 2012, 14, 523–531 © 2012 International Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association



had a median survival approaching 5 years and many were
disease-free at the time of last follow-up. As such, utilization of
IAT+PVE prior to resection should be considered with advanced
hepatic malignancies. Sequential IAT+PVE should especially be
considered in those patients with a small FLR who have a large
burden of intra-hepatic disease that would benefit from treatment
while awaiting hypertrophy. Combined IAT+PVE in this setting
may provide for hypertrophy of the FLR while also treating the
disease and allowing for assessment of the treatment response.
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