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Abstract
Recent findings suggest that elevated stress levels during the pre- and postpartum period are
related to poor maternal and infant health outcomes; yet, few studies have prospectively examined
the efficacy of stress management interventions on regulating stress levels among mothers and
their infants. The current study examined whether a prenatal cognitive behavioral stress
management (CBSM) intervention would be effective in regulating salivary cortisol (a biological
marker of stress) and self-reported stress levels among mothers and their infants at six and 18
months postpartum, relative to two control groups. Our sample was comprised of predominantly
Spanish-speaking, low-income women (80%; mean age=25±5 years) who were screened for
depression during their second trimester of pregnancy (M = 16±5 weeks of gestation). Women at
high risk for depression [i.e., having either a past history of major depression or current elevated
symptoms of depression (≥ 16 on CES-D)] were randomized to either a CBSM group (n=24) or a
usual care (UC) group (n=33), while a low risk comparison (LRC) group (n=29) was comprised of
women not meeting either depression criteria. ANCOVA analyses demonstrated that: 1) infants of
women in the CBSM and LRC groups had significantly lower cortisol levels than infants of
women in the UC group at six months postpartum (p < .001); and 2) women in the CBSM group
had lower cortisol levels than women in the UC group at 18 months postpartum (p < .01). These
results suggest that prenatal CBSM interventions may be efficacious in regulating biological
markers of stress among mothers and their infants, thereby decreasing their risk for developing
health complications over time.
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Although stress is generally considered to be an adaptive response to challenges in the
environment, stressors occurring during pregnancy may negatively affect the health of
expectant mothers and their infants. Prenatal stress has been implicated as a trigger for
several physical and mental health problems for women, including poor nutrition, increased
cardiovascular disease risk, increased anxiety, and postpartum depression (Da Costa,
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Larouche, Drista, & Brender, 2000; Lobel et al., 2008). Prenatal stress has also been linked
to adverse birth outcomes, such as preterm births and low birthweight, which are the leading
causes of mortality and morbidity among newborns and are associated with significantly
higher rates of neurodevelopmental impairments (Knoches & Doyle, 1993). Prenatal stress
could therefore have long-term consequences for both the mother and her child.

The stress hormone cortisol has been identified as a possible biological mechanism
associated with the heightened risk for developing health complications during pregnancy
and the postpartum period. Cortisol is a hormone that is modulated by the hypothalamic-
pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis, is released by the adrenal glands in response to stressors in our
environment, and is considered one of the main markers associated with the biological stress
response (Austin & Leader, 2000). An abrupt and dramatic increase in cortisol occurs during
pregnancy and the early postpartum period, with biologically active (free) cortisol levels
rising after the 25th week of gestation and returning to normal approximately 15 days
postpartum (Hendrick, Altshuler, & Suri, 1998). A diurnal cortisol pattern is still observed
during pregnancy, with salivary cortisol levels being highest in the morning and lowest at
the end of the day (Harris, 1996). Although the rise in cortisol during pregnancy is a normal
occurrence, some studies have demonstrated that higher elevations in prenatal salivary
cortisol are related to several adverse birth outcomes, including increased rates of pre- and
post-mature births, a higher need for infant resuscitation assistance at birth (McCool et al.,
1994; Ponirakis et al., 1997), and infant brain cell damage, which can lead to long-term
cognitive and emotional deficits later in childhood (Gunnar, 1998; Kurstjens & Wolke,
2001).

These prenatal changes in maternal biochemistry are highly significant in fetal development,
as maternal cortisol readily crosses the placenta during the first and second trimesters (Gitau
et al., 1998; Goodman & Gotlib, 1999). In fact, infants of mothers who exhibit elevated
cortisol levels during pregnancy have been shown to have high cortisol levels after birth,
thus mimicking their mother’s prenatal cortisol levels (Diego et al., 2004; Field et al., 2004;
Lundy et al., 1999). Salivary cortisol levels have also been shown to be higher among
infants of mothers who experience chronic stress and depression during the early postpartum
period, leading to the later development of behavioral, mental health, and cognitive deficits
in preschool and elementary-school children (Ashman, Dawson, Panagiotides, Yamada, &
Wilkinson, 2002; Essex, Klein, Cho, & Kalin, 2002; Kurstjens & Wolke, 2001).
Collectively, these findings suggest that elevated cortisol levels during pregnancy and the
early postpartum period negatively affect mothers and their infants. Furthermore, these
findings highlight the need to develop and test prenatal interventions that target optimal
management of stress levels during this critical period of human development.

Several recent studies have shown cognitive-behavioral stress management (CBSM)
interventions to be effective in reducing both salivary and plasma cortisol levels in healthy
adults without any medical complications (Gaab et al., 2003) and patients with stressful
medical conditions, such as HIV and breast cancer (Antoni, 2003; Cruess et al., 2000). The
components of these CBSM interventions have largely consisted of standard cognitive
behavioral strategies and relaxation techniques that are used to decrease symptoms of
depression and anxiety in patients with mental health disorders and include, but are not
limited to, cognitive restructuring, problem-solving, progressive muscle relaxation, and
guided imagery (Barlow & Cerny, 1988; Beck, 1991; Cruess et al., 2000; Gaab et al., 2003).

Although CBSM interventions have been found to be effective in regulating cortisol levels
in non-pregnant populations, few studies have systematically evaluated their effectiveness in
regulating cortisol during pregnancy and the postpartum period. One study examined the
effects of providing pregnant women with brief instructions to have a day of stress reduction
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on their salivary cortisol and stress levels, which were assessed prior to and after receiving
these instructions (Urizar et al., 2004). More specifically, women were asked to eliminate
things that were stressful to them and/or participate in things that would increase their level
of relaxation. Compared to their baseline levels, women demonstrated significant decreases
in both prenatal cortisol and stress after having received these instructions. Interestingly, the
majority of women in this study reported engaging in pleasant activities (e.g., walking
outside), seeking out positive interactions with others, and modifying their thoughts – key
cognitive behavioral strategies for managing stress and depression (Muñoz & Ying, 1993) –
in order to reduce their stress levels during pregnancy. Similar findings for stress and both
urinary and salivary cortisol have been reported for pregnant women receiving massage
therapy (Field, Diego, Hernandez-Reif, Schanberg, & Kuhn, 2004) and those taking part in
community-based stress management programs (Wesley, 2006). Although these results
provide some support for the use of CBSM in regulating cortisol levels among pregnant
women, these studies are limited in that they either did not include a control group or had a
short follow-up period.

A second study randomly assigned depressed adolescent mothers to either a 12-week
postpartum lifestyle intervention – which included a rehabilitation program (social/
educational/vocational), mood induction activities (i.e., relaxation, massage, and music
therapy), and mother-infant interaction coaching – or a control condition shortly after
childbirth (Field et al., 2000). Results demonstrated that mothers who received the lifestyle
intervention had significantly lower urinary cortisol levels (as well as more positive
interactions with their infants) at six months postpartum, relative to mothers in the control
condition. Although these results may be useful in identifying intervention strategies that
help manage stress during the postpartum period, the comprehensive nature of this lifestyle
intervention makes it difficult to determine which intervention components are critical in
achieving successful cortisol and stress regulation in this population. Nevertheless, these
results highlight the need to prospectively examine the efficacy of prenatal CBSM
interventions in producing short- and long-term reductions in cortisol and stress among
mothers and their infants.

The current study focused on a subset of participants from the Mothers and Babies: Mood
and Health Project, which was a pilot study designed to prevent the onset of major
depressive episodes among low-income, pregnant women who were identified as being at
high risk for developing depression (Muñoz et al., 2007a). Diurnal salivary cortisol and
stress ratings were collected from these women and their infants to determine whether their
participation in a prenatal CBSM intervention would result in lower cortisol and self-
reported stress levels, relative to two control groups (i.e., usual care group and a low risk
comparison group). Women who were identified to be at high risk for depression during
pregnancy were randomized to either a CBSM intervention or a usual care (UC) group,
while women identified to be at low risk for depression took part in a low risk comparison
(LRC) group. It was hypothesized that women receiving the CBSM intervention would have
lower cortisol and self-reported stress levels during the postpartum period than UC women,
and have similar cortisol and stress levels as women in the LRC group. In addition, infants
of mothers receiving the CBSM intervention were expected to have lower cortisol levels
than infants of mothers in UC, and have similar cortisol levels as infants of mothers in the
LRC group.

Method
Participants and Procedure

The objective of the Mothers and Babies: Mood and Health Project was to reduce the
incidence of major depression in low-income, pregnant women receiving prenatal health
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services in a public sector hospital in California (Muñoz et al., 2007a; Urizar et al., 2004).
Of the 110 pregnant women who participated in the original study, the current results focus
on the 86 women and their infants (78%) for whom cortisol samples were collected from
2000 to 2003.

Women were eligible to join the study if they were 18 years of age or older, six to 28 weeks
pregnant (this gestational age range was used to ensure that women would have enough time
to complete the 12-week, prenatal CBSM intervention and to facilitate recruitment into the
Mothers and Babes: Mood and Health Project), fluent in either Spanish or English, and free
of any major medical or substance abuse problems (e.g., high risk pregnancy status).
Women were assessed to determine whether they were receiving treatment with steroid or
antidepressant medications, given that these could affect cortisol levels. No women were
receiving these medications at baseline or throughout the study. Eligibility criteria were
assessed through an initial medical record review. Women were then approached in the
waiting room during their prenatal clinic visits, given brochures or flyers, or were provided
with information about the study by their health care providers. After consent was obtained,
eligible women participated in a screening interview that assessed their depression risk
status. The screening interview consisted of assessing women for a past history of major
depressive episodes (MDEs) and current depressive symptoms (using the Maternal Mood
Screener and CES-D, respectively; described below). At baseline (i.e., 6-28 weeks of
gestation), women identified to be at high risk for depression (i.e., having a past history of a
MDE and/or ≥ 16 on the CES-D; see Le et al., 2004) were assessed for salivary cortisol and
self-reported stress levels and subsequently randomized to either a CBSM or UC group.
They were then reassessed at six and 18 months postpartum. Women who were at low risk
for depression (i.e., no past history of MDEs and < 16 on the CES-D) were part of a LRC
group and invited to participate in a separate observational study that assessed for salivary
cortisol and stress levels during pregnancy and at six months postpartum (Urizar et al.,
2004). Finally, women who were currently depressed (i.e., currently experiencing five of
nine MDE symptoms for at least a two-week period, per DSM-IV criteria; American
Psychiatric Association, 1994) were excluded from the original study and referred for a
formal clinical evaluation. No women were excluded based on their baseline stress levels.
All study procedures were approved by the Institutional Review Board at the University of
California, San Francisco.

Research Design
Upon their entry into the study at baseline (i.e., 6-28 weeks of gestation), eligible
participants took part in a 30-minute information session where the procedures for collecting
salivary cortisol samples at home and completing self-report questionnaires were explained
by a research assistant at the hospital where they received prenatal care. There was an
approximate window of two weeks between the time participants completed their baseline
assessments and the initiation of their randomization group. Participants were instructed to
collect two salivary cortisol samples (morning and evening) on one collection day prior to
being randomized. On the day of cortisol collection, participants were asked to collect one
saliva sample 45 minutes after awakening in the morning and one saliva sample at 8:00 pm
(see Tables 2-4 for average collection times). They were also asked to abstain from
behaviors known to contaminate and interfere with cortisol analyses (e.g., eating, exercising,
brushing their teeth) for at least 60 minutes before collecting their saliva samples (Gröschl,
Wagner, Rauh, & Dörr, 2001). Participants were required to complete a cortisol log where
they recorded the date and times of cortisol collection, their perceived stress level, as well as
any behaviors they believed may have interfered with cortisol collection. After each
morning and evening collection, participants were instructed to immediately store their
samples in the freezer, complete the study questionnaires and cortisol logs, and leave a
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voicemail message with research staff indicating that the saliva samples had been collected.
Voicemail messages were time and date stamped to confirm time of collection.

At six months postpartum, participants collected two more of their own saliva samples (one
45 minutes after awakening and one at 8:00 pm), as well as two samples from their infant
(45 minutes after awakening and at 8:00 pm), and completed questionnaires and cortisol
logs using the same procedures described above. At 18 months postpartum, only women in
the CBSM and UC groups took part in the study, collecting two of their own saliva samples
as well as two samples from their child and repeating all the data collection steps listed
above.

CBSM Intervention—The cognitive behavioral stress management (CBSM) intervention
consisted of a 12-week prenatal course that focused on helping women create a healthy
physical, social, and psychological environment for themselves and their infants (see Muñoz
et al., 2007a for more details on the development of this intervention). The content of the
course was taught from a detailed training manual (Muñoz et al., 2007b) and was based on
Albert Bandura’s social learning theory (1977) and Peter Lewinsohn’s behavioral approach
to mood management (1992). The key concepts from these theories (i.e., reciprocal
determinism and reinforcement) were integrated in order to teach women how to use
cognitive behavioral strategies to manage their mood and health, such as recognizing and
modifying maladaptive thoughts, increasing positively reinforcing activities (e.g., walking),
identifying and increasing positive social networks, and learning parenting strategies to
promote child development and secure attachment. These cognitive behavioral strategies
have been found to be effective in reducing stress and treating postpartum depression
(Butler, Chapman, Forman, & Beck, 2006; Chabrol et al., 2002). The course also included
teaching stress management strategies to help manage the challenges of pregnancy, labor,
childbirth, and caring for a newborn (Ramos, Diaz, Muñoz, & Urizar, 2002). More
specifically, women were taught how to become more aware of the physical symptoms of
stress and its effect on one’s health, as well as the health of their baby. Further, women were
taught several stress management techniques, including diaphragmatic breathing, guided
imagery, mindfulness-based training, and progressive muscle relaxation. These stress
management strategies have been shown to be effective in reducing stress during pregnancy
and improving infant birth outcomes (Beddoe & Lee, 2008).

The 12-week prenatal course was taught by two group facilitators in Spanish and English to
six groups of pregnant women (three to eight women in each group). Women were enrolled
in the class following completion of their baseline assessments (6-28 weeks of gestation).
The course was conducted at the hospital where women were receiving prenatal services.
Facilitators consisted of faculty, postdoctoral fellows, and advanced doctoral graduate
students in clinical psychology. A licensed clinical psychologist provided weekly
supervision to group facilitators through the use of face-to-face supervisory meetings and by
reviewing videotapes of the classes to ensure that facilitators covered the key concepts that
were outlined for each class. Before the start of the next class, women who missed the
previous class were given a one-on-one review session of the material they missed either in
person or over the phone by one of the course facilitators. In addition to attending the 12-
week prenatal course, women in the CBSM group also participated in four booster sessions
conducted at approximately one, three, six, and twelve months postpartum. The purpose of
these postpartum booster sessions was to review the core materials taught during the 12-
week prenatal course and to apply these key concepts towards any new challenges that
women may have experienced in caring for their newborn child.

Usual Care and Low Risk Comparison Groups—Women in the usual care (UC) and
low risk comparison (LRC) groups received regular medical care from their health care
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provider and were provided with information on locally available social services upon
request, or if they developed clinical depression, throughout their participation in the study;
however, they did not receive CBSM materials at any point during or after the study.
Women in the UC group were identified to be at high risk for depression during pregnancy,
while women in the LRC group were identified to be at low risk for depression during
pregnancy (see depression risk status criteria below).

Measures
Participants completed questionnaires that assessed for sociodemographic factors (e.g., age,
marital status, income, education), perceived stress levels, and mood (i.e., past history of
MDEs, current depressive symptoms, and positive and negative affect). All materials were
provided in either Spanish or English, based on the participant’s preference. Participants
also collected salivary cortisol samples during pregnancy and the postpartum period.

Sociodemographic questionnaire—The sociodemographic questionnaire assessed for
maternal characteristics, such as age (in years), number of weeks pregnant, parity status,
total years of education, annual household income ($0-$20K, $21-$30K, $31K and higher),
marital status (married/living with a partner, single), primary language spoken at home
(Spanish, English), country of birth, and age when they immigrated to the U.S. (in years).
The group facilitators that led each class documented the number of classes attended by each
participant in the CBSM group. Child characteristics were also assessed and included the
child’s gender (girl, boy), number of birth complications, the child’s age (in months), and
the child’s primary language (Spanish, Bilingual, English). Number of birth complications
experienced was calculated using a Medical Complication Index, which consisted of adding
nine birth complication factors together, including the presence of very low or very high
birth weight (< 2499 grams or > 4000 grams), gestational age risk (< 37 weeks or > 42
weeks), low APGAR scores at one minute (< 6), preeclampsia/hypertension, breech birth, c-
section delivery, anemia, oxygen resuscitation required, and having an inpatient stay greater
than 3 days. This information was collected from a review of the infant’s medical record.
Each birth complication was given a score of 0 or 1, depending on the absence or presence
of that risk factor, for a total possible score ranging from 0 to 9. Higher scores represent the
presence of more medical complications at birth. Whether or not infants were breastfed (yes/
no) was also assessed from a review of the infant’s medical record.

Salivary Cortisol—Mothers collected their saliva using a Salivette sampling device
(Salimetrics, LLC) to obtain levels of cortisol during pregnancy, and at six and 18 months
postpartum. The salivette device consisted of a small, absorbent cotton swab, which mothers
chewed for at least two minutes, or until the cotton swab became soaked with saliva, and
then placed the cotton swab into a small plastic tube. To collect their infant’s saliva at six
and 18 months postpartum, mothers were instructed to use a plastic pipette device that was
used to suction saliva from inside the infant’s cheek into a microvial storage container
(Salimetrics, LLC). Both the salivette and microvial container were then stored at −20°C in
the participant’s freezer until a member of the research staff collected them. Once these
samples were returned to the hospital, they were analyzed in the hospital’s laboratory with
all procedures being kept constant across samples. After being thawed for biochemical
analysis, the samples were centrifuged and salivary cortisol was analyzed using a time-
resolved immunoassay with fluorescence detection as described in detail elsewhere
(Dressendörfer et al., 1992). All of the samples were assayed in duplicate and averaged.
Intra- and interassay variability were both under 8%, with a minimum detectable level of
0.02 μg/dL. The cortisol values reported during pregnancy and at six and 18 months
postpartum included morning and evening cortisol levels, average cortisol levels, and
diurnal cortisol slope (see analyses section below for how these values were computed).
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Perceived Stress—Perceived stress was assessed by a one-item stress question where
participants were asked to rate their stress level on a 100-point visual analog scale (0 = Not
at all stressed, 100 = Extremely stressed) to represent how stressed they felt at the time of
each cortisol collection (Cline, Herman, Shaw, & Morton, 1992). The higher the score, the
more stress the woman reported experiencing. At 18 months postpartum, mothers were also
asked to rate their child’s stress level on a 100-point visual analog scale (0 = Not at all
stressed to 100 = Extremely stressed) to represent how stressed they felt their child was at
the time of each cortisol collection. A visual analog scale was used to assess perceived stress
because it could be administered simply and easily without being too burdensome for
women during pregnancy and the postpartum period. Adequate reliability and validity of the
visual analog scale has been demonstrated in previous studies with medical patients (Cline et
al., 1992; Gift, 1989). Both morning and evening stress ratings, as well as the average of
these two ratings, were used and reported in the current study.

Maternal Mood—Depression risk status was determined through the use of two screening
questionnaires: 1) the Maternal Mood Screener (MMS; Le & Muñoz, 1998); and 2) the
Center for Epidemiologic Studies – Depression Scale (CES-D; Radloff, 1977). The MMS is
an 18-item measure, modeled after the items of the Diagnostic Interview Schedule (Robins,
Helzer, Croughan, & Ratcliff, 1981). The MMS assesses whether the respondent has
experienced five of the nine Major Depressive Episode (MDE) symptoms listed in Criterion
A of the DSM-IV for a period of at least two weeks and whether the symptoms have
interfered significantly with their life or activities (Criterion C of the DSM-IV; American
Psychiatric Association, 1994). The MMS was designed to account for somatic symptoms
that are common during pregnancy and was used in the current study to screen for either a
current or prior history of MDE. If women met these MDE criteria in the past two weeks,
they were identified as being currently depressed and referred for treatment. If women had
met these MDE criteria sometime in their lifetime, not including the past two weeks (i.e.,
yes/no; dichotomous variable), they were considered to be at high risk for depression. In
contrast, if women had never met these MDE criteria in their lifetime, they were considered
to be at low risk for depression. The MMS has been found to agree well with the PRIME-
MD (Spitzer et al., 1994), yielding kappas of 0.75 in intervieweradministered versions of
this measure (Muñoz et al., 1999). It has also been found to have good predictive validity,
with pregnant women with a past MDE history demonstrating significantly higher MDE
incidence rates than women without a past MDE history (18-27% vs. 0-3%, respectively)
during the postpartum period (Le, Muñoz, Soto, Delucchi, & Ghosh Ippen, 2004).

The CES-D is a 20-item, self-report measure assessing for affective and somatic symptoms
of depression during the past week. Each item is rated on a 4-point scale, with higher scores
(range = 0 to 60) reflecting greater symptoms of depression. A cut-off score of 16 is
traditionally used for the initial screening of significant depressive symptoms and was used
in the current study to identify women who were considered to be at high risk for depression
(see Le et al., 2004). The CES-D was administered during pregnancy, and at six and 18
months postpartum, demonstrating good to excellent internal consistencies across the three
assessment periods (α = 0.85 to 0.92) and are consistent with previous estimates for the
general U.S. and Latino populations (Guarnaccia et al., 1989; Zich et al., 1990).

The Positive and Negative Affect Schedule (PANAS; Watson, Clark & Tellegen, 1988) is a
20-item self-report measure assessing one’s current positive (e.g., attentive, enthusiastic)
and negative (e.g., nervous, distressed) mood state (10 items each). Each item is rated on a
5-point scale (1 = Very slightly or not at all to 5 = Extremely), with higher scores (average
score calculation = total score/10 items; range = 1 to 5) reflecting a greater frequency of
positive or negative mood states, respectively. In prior studies, the PANAS has
demonstrated good reliability, as well as good discriminate validity with general depression
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and anxiety measures (Crawford & Henry, 2004). Cronbach’s alpha for the the current study
was 0.81 during pregnancy, 0.81 at six months postpartum, and 0.88 at 18 months
postpartum.

Statistical Analyses
The distribution of morning and evening cortisol levels for the CBSM, UC, and LRC groups
was positively skewed, and so a logarithmic transformation (base 10, cortisol values
converted from μg/dL to nmol/L) was conducted to ensure that scores approximated a
normal distribution. These cortisol log scores were subsequently used in all analyses. Both
absolute (morning and evening cortisol values) and daily average cortisol (average of
morning and evening cortisol) were computed and used in all analyses. In addition, the
difference between morning and evening cortisol values was computed to calculate diurnal
changes in cortisol slope (morning – evening cortisol values), with larger numbers
representing a more normal diurnal slope (i.e., the presence of higher cortisol levels in the
morning and a decrease in cortisol levels in the evening) and smaller numbers representing a
flatter diurnal cortisol slope. Flatter diurnal cortisol slopes have been associated with several
health problems during the postpartum period, including increased anxiety in mothers and
low birthweight and impaired sleep among infants (Gunnar & Vazquez, 2001; Kivlighan,
DiPietro, Costigan, and Laudenslager, 2008). Stress ratings were also averaged given that
morning and evening stress levels were positively correlated with one another (r = 0.54, p
< .001).

Pearson’s chi-squared and ANOVAs were conducted for categorical and continuous
variables, respectively, to assess for between group differences (i.e., CBSM, UC, and LRC
groups) on study characteristics (Table 1). Pearson product-moment correlations were also
performed to help identify associations among sociodemographic factors (e.g., marital
status, number of children, infant gender) and our stress and mood variables (cortisol,
perceived stress, depression, and positive and negative affect).

Paired comparison t-tests were conducted to assess for within group changes in stress (i.e.,
cortisol, perceived stress) and mood (i.e., depression, positive and negative affect) levels
from pregnancy to six months postpartum, as well as from six to 18 months postpartum.
Furthermore, analysis of covariance (ANCOVA) was used to assess for between group
differences (i.e., CBSM, UC, and LRC groups) on stress (i.e., cortisol, perceived stress) and
mood (i.e., depression, positive and negative affect) levels during pregnancy and at six
months postpartum (general linear model; Spector, Goodnight, Sall, & Sarle, 1985), whereas
independent samples t test analyses were used to assess for group differences (i.e., CBSM
vs. UC groups) on stress and mood levels at 18 months postpartum. The main effects for
group condition were evaluated, with certain sociodemographic variables serving as
covariates (i.e., past history of depression and annual combined income for maternal
cortisol; and maternal cortisol and maternal age for infant cortisol, respectively) based on
significant associations found between these covariates and maternal and infant cortisol
levels in the Pearson product-moment correlation analyses.

Exploratory ANCOVA analyses were performed to test for significant two way interactions
[i.e., group condition by sociodemographic characteristics (e.g., maternal age, past history of
depression)] that could influence intervention effects on maternal and infant cortisol,
respectively. Interaction terms of p < .05 were considered to be significant. A median split
of continuous variables (e.g., maternal age) was then used to illustrate significant
moderation effects by sociodemographic characteristics. The least-squares means method
was used to compare group means for all significant effects. Casewise deletion of missing
data was used in all analyses.
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Results
Participants

Of the 86 women who participated in cortisol collection for the Mothers and Babies: Mood
and Health Project, 57 women (66%) were identified as being at high risk for depression
during pregnancy and randomized to the CBSM intervention (n = 24) or the UC group (n =
33). In addition, 29 women were identified as being at low risk for depression during
pregnancy and took part in the LRC group. A description of the study sample is shown in
Table 1.

Overall, women in all three groups were similar on most sociodemographic characteristics.
Participants were approximately 25 years of age (range = 18-35 years), in their 16th week of
pregnancy (range = 6-27 weeks), and had less than 12 years of education (M = 10 years, SD
= 3.4). Of these, the majority were Spanish-speaking Latina women (80%) who were born in
Mexico/Central America (78%), and were on average 19 years of age when they immigrated
to the U.S. (SD = 7.0). Approximately 20% of women spoke primarily English and were of
various ethnic backgrounds (i.e., 6% African-American, 2% Caucasian, 11% Other). Most
women were married or living with a partner (77%) and had an annual household income
under $30,000 (87%). Chi square analyses demonstrated that women in the LRC group were
more likely to have an annual family income less than $20,000 per year than women in the
CBSM and UC groups (χ2 = 14.5, p < .01). No other significant differences were observed
between the CBSM, UC, and LRC groups on other maternal characteristics at baseline,
including gestational age (F = 0.31, p = 0.74).

Most women had previously experienced childbirth (60%; range = 0-6 children). In addition,
infants born during the study were mostly boys (55%), Spanish-speaking (67%), breastfed
(94%), and, on average, had experienced at least one medical complication at birth (range =
0-5 birth complications). The most common medical complications experienced by infants
included needing oxygen at birth (43%), having an inpatient stay of three or more days
(18%), being delivered by C-section (17%), having a very low or very high birthweight
(17%), having a low Apgar score at one minute (15%), and having anemia (14%).

Cortisol, Stress, and Mood Levels During Pregnancy
Adherence to Study Protocol—During pregnancy, 84 of the 86 participants (98%)
adhered to cortisol collection procedures by recording the dates and times when saliva
samples were collected at home and leaving a voicemail message to research staff when the
protocol was completed. Similar adherence rates were observed at six (96%) and 18 (85%)
months postpartum (see Tables 2-4 for average collection times; range of missing data: 0–
9%). Based on information from their cortisol logs, none of the participants reported
consuming any foods, exercising, or taking any medications known to interfere with cortisol
levels prior to cortisol collection at any point during the study.

Prenatal Cortisol and Stress—Pearson correlation analyses revealed that cortisol levels
were higher among women with greater gestational age (r = 0.26, p < .05). ANCOVA
analyses demonstrated that women randomized to the CBSM group had significantly lower
morning, evening, and average cortisol levels at baseline compared to women in the LRC
group, even after adjusting for gestational age and time of cortisol collection (p < .05).
Therefore, baseline cortisol levels were included as a covariate for ANCOVA analyses
conducted at six and 18 months postpartum. No other significant group differences were
observed for salivary cortisol or self-reported stress levels.
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Prenatal Mood—In general, women with high depressive symptoms during pregnancy
also rated their stress levels as being high (r = 0.23, p < .05) and were more likely to have a
past history of depression (t = -2.3, p < .05). Positive affect was higher among women with
more education (r = 0.29, p < .01), low depressive symptoms (r = -0.32, p < .01), and no past
history of depression (t = 2.3, p < .05). In contrast, negative affect was higher among women
with more perceived stress (r = 0.39, p < .001) and depressive symptoms (r = 0.28, p < .05).
As would be expected, none of the women in the LRC group had a past history of
depression and had lower overall depressive symptoms during pregnancy, relative to women
in the CBSM and UC groups (F = 21.1, p < .001). Women in the LRC group also reported
significantly higher positive affect during pregnancy compared to women in the UC group
(F = 4.1, p < .05); no significant differences were observed with the CBSM group.

Cortisol, Stress, and Mood Levels at Six Months Postpartum
Study Retention—At six months postpartum, 75 of the 86 participants (87%) completed
the study protocol. Seven participants from the LRC group and four participants from the
UC group had incomplete data. Of these 11 participants, two had lost their baby during
pregnancy, three moved away, two were not able to be contacted, and four did not return
their cortisol materials in time. These 11 participants did not differ from those that
completed the study protocol by age, number of children, education, income, or prenatal
depression level. On average, women in the CBSM group attended 7 out of 12 classes
during pregnancy and 2 out of 4 booster sessions over the first postpartum year (see Table
1). No sociodemographic characteristics were associated with class attendance during
pregnancy, however, women who had more children attended fewer postpartum booster
sessions (r = -0.54, p < .01).

Maternal Cortisol and Stress Levels—At six months postpartum, higher average
cortisol levels were observed among women with “flatter” or more abnormal diurnal cortisol
patterns (i.e., smaller decrease in cortisol levels across the day; r = -0.31, p < .01) and
among women who experienced giving birth to infants with birth complications (r = 0.23, p
= .05). As expected, paired sampled t-test analyses revealed that women’s average cortisol
levels significantly dropped from pregnancy to six months postpartum (t = 3.9, p < .001),
with steeper decreases in cortisol observed among women in the LRC (t = 4.4, p < .001) and
UC groups (t = 2.4, p < .05). Diurnal cortisol patterns also became more normal (i.e., steeper
cortisol decrease from morning to evening) over this time period (t = -1.8, p = .07), with
more normal diurnal cortisol patterns observed among women randomized to the CBSM
group (t = -1.8, p = .08). No between group differences were observed for maternal cortisol
at six months postpartum.

Pearson correlation analyses demonstrated that women who experienced high perceived
stress during pregnancy also experienced high stress levels at six months postpartum (r =
0.32, p < .05). In turn, higher perceived stress at six months postpartum was associated with
higher cortisol levels (r = 0.31, p < .05) and higher depressive symptoms (r = 0.58, p < .001)
at six months postpartum. Paired sampled t-test analyses showed that only women
randomized to the CBSM group reported higher perceived stress from pregnancy to six
months postpartum (t = -3.8, p < .01). Further, ANOVA analyses demonstrated that women
in the CBSM group had significantly higher perceived stress levels than women in the LRC
group at six months postpartum (p < .05; Table 3). Contrary to our hypothesis, women in the
CBSM group who attended more prenatal classes reported higher perceived stress levels at
six months postpartum than women in the CBSM group who attended fewer prenatal classes
(r = 0.49, p < .05); however, those who attended more prenatal classes also reported having
less negative affect (r = -0.49, p < .05).
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Infant Cortisol—Pearson correlation analyses showed that cortisol levels were higher
among infants of mothers with high cortisol levels (r = 0.52, p < .001) and more abnormal
diurnal cortisol patterns at six months postpartum (r = -0.25, p < .05), among infants with
more siblings (r = 0.29, p < .05), among infants of older mothers compared to infants of
younger mothers (r = 0.25, p < .05), and among boys compared to girls (t = -2.0, p < .05).
Cortisol levels were also higher among infants who required oxygen during birth (r = 0.36, p
< .01) and among infants who were not breastfed (r = 0.31, p < .05). Further, independent
samples t test analyses demonstrated that infants of mothers with a past history of depression
had higher morning cortisol levels than infants of mothers without a past history of
depression (t = -2.4, p < .05). As hypothesized, ANCOVA analyses revealed lower average
cortisol levels among infants of women in the CBSM (M = 0.76, SE = 0.07) and LRC (M =
0.77, SE = 0.08) groups, relative to infants of women in the UC group (M = 1.0, SE = 0.06),
after adjusting for maternal cortisol at six months postpartum and maternal age (F = 9.6, p
< .001). Infants of women in the CBSM group who attended more prenatal classes had lower
evening cortisol levels than infants of women in the CBSM group who attended fewer
prenatal classes (r = -0.43, p = .05). A significant group by maternal age interaction was also
found (median age = 24), with infants of younger mothers (i.e., 18-23 years of age) in the
CBSM group having lower cortisol levels at six months postpartum (M = 0.22 μg/dL, SE = .
07) than infants of younger mothers in the UC group (M = 0.42 μg/dL, SE = .06; F = 4.0, p
< .05); however, this group difference was not observed among infants of older mothers
(i.e., 24 years of age or older; see Figure 1).

Maternal Mood—Pearson correlation analyses revealed that women with high depressive
symptoms and positive affect during pregnancy also had high depressive symptoms (r =
0.34, p < .05) and positive affect (r = 0.29, p < .05) at six months postpartum, respectively.
Independent samples t test analyses showed that mothers with a past history of depression
had less positive affect at six months postpartum than mothers without a past history of
depression (t = 2.6, p < .05). In addition, single mothers had more negative affect at six
months postpartum compared to mothers who were married or living with a partner (t = -2.6,
p < .01). For all women in the sample, paired sampled t-test analyses demonstrated that
positive affect significantly decreased (t = 6.1, p < .001) while negative affect significantly
increased (t = -6.4, p < .001) from pregnancy to six months postpartum. ANOVA analyses
revealed that women in the CBSM group reported significantly lower positive affect at six
months postpartum compared to women in the LRC group (F = 4.0, p < .05); no significant
group differences were observed for women in the UC group.

Cortisol, Stress, and Mood Levels at Eighteen Months Postpartum
Study Retention—Given the nature of the study design, only women in the CBSM and
UC groups were followed at 18 months postpartum. Of these 53 women, 46 (87%)
completed the study protocol. Seven participants from the UC group had incomplete data.
Of these seven participants, two moved away and five were not able to be contacted. These
seven participants did not differ from those that completed the study protocol at 18 months
postpartum by age, number of children, education, or income level. However, non-
completers tended to have lower levels of depression at six months postpartum than women
who completed the study protocol (t = -2.4, p < .05).

Maternal Cortisol and Stress Levels—Independent samples t test analyses showed
that women with a past history of depression had higher cortisol levels at 18 months
postpartum than women without a past history of depression (t = -1.9, p = .06). Higher
cortisol levels were also observed among English-speaking women compared to Spanish-
speaking women (t = -2.7, p < .05), as well as among women with a higher annual family
income (r = 0.37, p < .05). Paired sampled t-test analyses revealed that women’s diurnal
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cortisol patterns became more normal from six to 18 months postpartum (t = -2.2, p < .05),
particularly among women randomized to the CBSM group. In addition, women in the
CBSM group who attended more prenatal classes and postpartum booster sessions had lower
average cortisol levels at 18 months postpartum than women who attended fewer classes (r =
-0.36, p < .05). ANCOVA analyses revealed lower average cortisol levels among women in
the CBSM group (M = 0.59, SE = 0.08), relative to women in the UC group (M = 0.82, SE =
0.08), after adjusting for past history of depression and annual family income (F = 5.1, p < .
01). A significant group by past history of depression interaction was also found, such that
women in the CBSM group with a past history of depression (M = 0.23 μg/dL, SE = .03)
had lower average cortisol levels at 18 months postpartum than women in the UC group
with a past history of depression (M = 1.08 μg/dL, SE = .41; F = 4.3, p < .05); however, this
group difference was not observed among women without a past history of depression (see
Figure 2).

Women with high perceived stress levels during pregnancy and at six months postpartum
also reported high stress levels at 18 months postpartum (r = 0.45, p < .05; r = 0.42, p < .05,
respectively). Higher stress levels were also reported by women who experienced giving
birth to infants with more birth complications (r = 0.33, p < .05), among women with a
higher annual family income (r = 0.34, p < .05), and among women with fewer children (r =
-0.30, p = .06). Paired sampled t-test analyses showed that only women randomized to the
CBSM group reported lower morning stress levels from six to 18 months postpartum (t =
2.5, p < .05). However, women in the CBSM group who attended more prenatal classes
reported higher perceived stress at 18 months postpartum compared to women in the CBSM
group who attended fewer prenatal classes (r = 0.52, p < .05). No significant between group
differences were observed for perceived stress at 18 months postpartum.

Child Cortisol and Stress Levels—Pearson correlation analyses showed that children
who had high average cortisol levels and more abnormal diurnal cortisol patterns at six
months postpartum had high cortisol levels at 18 months postpartum (r = 0.35, p = .05; r =
-0.34, p = .06, respectively). Furthermore, children who had high cortisol levels at 18
months postpartum also tended to have more abnormal (i.e., “flatter”) diurnal cortisol
patterns at 18 months postpartum (r = -0.39, p < .05). Abnormal diurnal cortisol patterns
were observed among children of mothers with more depressive symptoms (r = -0.34, p < .
05), children of older mothers (r = -0.31, p = .07), and children who experienced less
medical complications at birth (r = 0.45, p < .01). Children of women in the CBSM group
who attended more prenatal classes had lower average cortisol levels at 18 months
postpartum than children of women in the CBSM group who attended fewer prenatal classes
(r = -0.54, p < .05). No significant between group differences were observed for child
cortisol at 18 months postpartum.

Mothers with more negative affect during pregnancy rated their child as being more stressed
at 18 months postpartum (r = 0.50, p < .01). In addition, mothers who reported feeling more
stressed at six and 18 months postpartum tended to rate their child as being more stressed at
18 months postpartum (r = 0.37, p < .05; r = 0.70, p < .001, respectively). High maternal
ratings of child stress levels were also observed among children who experienced more
medical complications at birth (r = 0.34, p < .05), children who had fewer siblings (r = -0.33,
p < .05), children of younger mothers (r = -0.32, p < .05), and girls compared to boys (t =
2.4, p < .05). No significant between group differences were observed for child stress levels
at 18 months postpartum.

Maternal Mood—Paired sampled t-test analyses demonstrated that women’s positive
affect significantly increased (t = -5.7, p < .001) and their negative affect significantly
decreased (t = 6.6, p < .001) from six to 18 months postpartum. Pearson correlation analyses
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showed that women with high depressive symptoms during pregnancy also had high
depressive symptoms at 18 months postpartum (r = 0.48, p < .01). In contrast, women with
high positive affect during pregnancy reported lower depressive symptoms at 18 months
postpartum (r = -0.37, p < .05). Finally, women with high negative affect at six months
postpartum also reported high negative affect at 18 months postpartum (r = 0.43, p < .05).
No significant between group differences were observed for maternal mood at 18 months
postpartum.

Discussion
CBSM Intervention Effects on Maternal Cortisol

Despite the adverse effects of stress on maternal and infant health, few studies have
examined the efficacy of stress management interventions on regulating cortisol and stress
levels among mothers and their infants. Results from the current pilot study are one of the
first, to our knowledge, to prospectively examine whether a prenatal cognitive behavioral
stress management (CBSM) intervention would be effective in regulating salivary cortisol
and self-reported stress levels among low-income mothers and their infants at six and 18
months postpartum. Contrary to our hypothesis, no significant group differences were found
for maternal cortisol levels at six months postpartum among women receiving the CBSM
intervention, relative to women in a usual care (UC) and low risk comparison (LRC) group.
Women in our study reported a general increase in perceived stress and negative affect (as
well as a decrease in positive affect) from pregnancy to six months postpartum. These
results are consistent with previous studies which have documented that although there is
often much pleasure and happiness in the birth of a new baby, several maternal stressors
(e.g., fatigue, lack of social support, marital conflict) may also arise during the early
postpartum period, causing a stressful transition in women’s social roles and parenting
responsibilities and, therefore, potentially nullifying any CBSM intervention effects on
maternal cortisol levels during this time period (Groer, Davis, & Hemphill, 2002).

Our results also showed that women in the CBSM group reported feeling more stressed at
six months postpartum. These results may be due to the amount of information they received
as part of the CBSM intervention during pregnancy, which was intended to better prepare
them for the care of their newborn baby, but may have also raised their awareness about how
critical the early postpartum period is to the development of their baby. However, our results
also indicated that women in the CBSM group had less negative affect at six months
postpartum, suggesting that although the CBSM intervention may have raised their anxieties
about motherhood, it was also effective in helping to regulate their negative mood states,
which have been associated with increasing an infant’s risk for developing depressive
symptoms, behavioral problems, and developmental deficits later in childhood (Misri &
Kendrick, 2007).

Of note, although no significant group differences were observed for average maternal
cortisol levels at six months postpartum, women in the CBSM group demonstrated more
normal diurnal cortisol patterns (i.e., the presence of higher cortisol levels in the morning
and a decrease in cortisol levels in the evening) from pregnancy (M = 59% decrease in
diurnal cortisol) to six months postpartum (M = 78% decrease in diurnal cortisol). More
normal diurnal cortisol patterns during this time period were a result of a significant
decrease in evening cortisol in the CBSM group from pregnancy to six months postpartum.
This trend continued from six to 18 months postpartum, with women in the CBSM group
demonstrating continued normalization of their diurnal cortisol patterns (i.e., 63% vs. 80%
decrease in diurnal cortisol, respectively) due to a significant decrease in evening cortisol.
These results suggest that the CBSM intervention was effective in decreasing women’s risk
for developing abnormal (i.e., flatter) diurnal cortisol patterns during the early postpartum
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period, which have been associated with several health problems for women, including
increased risk for cardiovascular disease and anxiety (Kivlighan et al., 2008; Rosmond &
Björntorp, 2000). In the current study, our results showed that women who had abnormal
diurnal cortisol patterns had infants with higher cortisol levels at six months postpartum,
providing evidence for how physiological stress patterns in mothers may affect the stress
levels of their baby.

As hypothesized, women in the CBSM group had lower cortisol levels at 18 months
postpartum relative to mothers in a usual care (UC) group. To our knowledge, this is one of
the first studies to demonstrate long-term prenatal CBSM effects on maternal cortisol later in
the postpartum period, as previous studies have reported intervention effects immediately
post-birth up to six months postpartum (Beddoe & Lee, 2008; Field, 1998; Field et al., 2000;
Field et al., 2004; Wesley, 2006). These long-term intervention effects may be due to the
postpartum booster sessions that were provided for women in the CBSM group (up to 12
months postpartum), which focused on reviewing and applying key CBSM concepts to
stressors that women were experiencing during the postpartum period. Women also reported
feeling less stressed (particularly women in the CBSM group), as well as less negative affect
and more positive affect from six to 18 months postpartum, suggesting that women may
have had time to adjust to their parenting role and engage in CBSM strategies to better
manage their stress during this time period.

Previous studies have shown individuals with a past history of depression, as well as infants
of mothers with a past history of depression, to have higher cortisol levels (Brennan et al.,
2008; Young, Aggen, Prescott, & Kendler, 2000). These findings were confirmed in the
current study, with women with a past history of depression having higher cortisol levels at
18 months postpartum, and their infants having higher cortisol levels at six months
postpartum, relative to women without a past history of depression. However, it is unclear
from these results whether higher cortisol levels among women with a past history of
depression were due to continued HPA axis activation that began prior to pregnancy or if
having a past history of depression made these women more vulnerable to increased HPA
axis activation during the postpartum period. Furthermore, elevations in infant cortisol
among mothers with a past history of depression may provide some support for the
biological transmission of altered HPA modulation from mother to child during pregnancy,
as maternal cortisol levels have been shown to readily cross the placenta during fetal
development and affect infant cortisol (Brennan et al., 2008). Interestingly, results from the
current study demonstrated that the CBSM intervention was particularly effective in
reducing cortisol for women with a past history of depression and suggest that future studies
should target this subgroup of mothers and infants for prenatal CBSM interventions in order
to prevent future adverse health outcomes (e.g., Essex et al., 2002).

CBSM Intervention Effects on Infant Cortisol
As expected, infants of mothers in the CBSM and LRC groups had lower cortisol levels at
six months postpartum compared to infants of mothers in the UC group. This is one of the
few studies to demonstrate prenatal CBSM intervention effects on infant cortisol levels
during the postpartum period. These results are consistent with a previous study that
examined the effects of a 3-month postpartum lifestyle intervention (i.e., depressed mothers
receiving social services, learning relaxation techniques, and receiving massage therapy and
mother-infant interaction coaching) on infant cortisol. Following the intervention, infants of
depressed mothers who received the intervention had cortisol levels that were similar to
those of infants of non-depressed mothers (control group) at six months postpartum (Field et
al., 2000). Collectively, these results suggest that teaching mothers CBSM strategies during
pregnancy or the early postpartum period are effective in helping to regulate infant cortisol
levels.
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Athough mothers in the CBSM group were more stressed at six months postpartum, this did
not seem to affect their infant’s cortisol levels, suggesting that mothers in the CBSM group
may have directed their parenting-related stress towards taking care of their infant’s needs
before their own. Of note, maternal age was found to be a significant moderator of CBSM
group effects on infant cortisol, with infants of younger mothers (i.e., 18-23 years of age) in
the CBSM group demonstrating lower cortisol levels at six months postpartum than infants
of younger mothers in the UC group (no group differences were observed among infants of
older women in the study – 24 years of age or older). These results suggest that younger
women, in particular, may greatly benefit from learning CBSM strategies that are focused on
managing the challenges of motherhood as well as meeting the needs of their baby during
the early postpartum period. However, further studies are needed to examine the moderating
effects of maternal age on maternal and infant cortisol levels given the different resources
(e.g., financial, social support) and competing demands (e.g., caring for other children) that
younger and older mothers may face (Tu, Lupien, & Walker, 2006).

Study Limitations
The findings presented should be interpreted with some degree of caution given several
study limitations. First, given that the majority of our sample consisted of low-income
Latina women (80% Spanish-speaking), the results may not be generalizeable to women and
children from other socioeconomic or ethnic backgrounds. However, this is one of the first
studies to examine the effects of a CBSM intervention on the stress levels of this growing
and important population. Second, our sample size was relatively small (n = 86) as a result
of cases in which cortisol data for mothers and their children were incomplete and,
therefore, were eliminated from further analyses. More specifically, a total of seven
participants from the LRC group and nine participants from the UC group were lost to
follow-up throughout the duration of the study (~87% retention rate). Future studies with
pregnant women may want to incorporate attention-control groups (e.g., prenatal health
education) to minimize differential drop-out rates across these randomization arms.
Additional studies in this research area, with larger sample sizes, would aid in supporting
our cortisol findings, as well as further our understanding of the impact of a prenatal CBSM
intervention on levels of perceived stress and mood among mothers and their children.
Although women in each of our groups did not significantly differ by gestational age at the
time that baseline cortisol was collected, future studies may want to stratify their
randomization groups by gestational age since variability in this factor at baseline can affect
prenatal cortisol outcomes. Finally, given that our protocol adherence measures for salivary
cortisol collection were largely based on self-report, it is difficult to accurately determine
how adherent mothers were with the cortisol collection instructions. However, time- and
date-stamped voicemail messages from participants upon completion of each cortisol
collection period helped to confirm that the majority of women were adherent in collecting
their salivary cortisol at the designated times (85%-98% adherence rates; 0-9% missing
data).

Implications
In summary, our results suggest that teaching low-income women CBSM strategies during
pregnancy is effective in regulating maternal and infant cortisol levels up to 18 months
postpartum, particularly among women with a past history of depression or among younger
mothers. These results potentially have long-term implications for the health of mothers and
their infants in helping to prevent the onset of stress-related health complications that have
been associated with elevated cortisol levels during pregnancy. Despite the disproportionate
number of premature births and low birthweight babies observed among low-income
mothers, less than 25% of these women report actively engaging in stress management
during pregnancy due to lack of awareness of how important managing one’s stress levels
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can be for the health of the mother and her baby (Gharaibeh et al., 2005; Hawkins et al.,
1998). Given these disparities in birth outcomes and access to preventive interventions,
research studies are needed to reach underserved women during pregnancy and provide
them with the necessary skills and knowledge to facilitate stress management. Prenatal
CBSM interventions can be designed to help women better prepare for the many challenges
related to pregnancy, childbirth, and motherhood, and provide a viable alternative to
pharmacological approaches to managing maternal stress levels. Furthermore, these
interventions can be easily adapted in community-based health settings to reach traditionally
underserved populations that may be at increased risk for adverse pre- and postnatal health
outcomes. However, carefully controlled, longitudinal studies are needed to demonstrate the
potential long-term health benefits that these interventions may have for mothers and their
children (e.g., child’s cognitive functioning), as well as examine whether these health
benefits are a result of cortisol regulation during pregnancy and the early postpartum period.
Furthermore, further research is needed to identify the critical threshold by which elevated
cortisol levels lead to adverse health outcomes for mothers and their children.
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Figure 1.
Descriptive plot illustrating the interaction of group condition by maternal age on infant
cortisol at six months postpartum.
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Figure 2.
Descriptive plot illustrating the interaction of group condition by past history of depression
on maternal cortisol at 18 months postpartum.
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Table 1

Sociodemographic characteristics for mothers and their children by group condition.

CBSM n = 24 UC n = 33 LRC n = 29

Maternal characteristics

 Age [M (SD)] 25.0 (± 4.7) 25.6 (± 4.7) 25.6 (± 4.3)

 Number of weeks pregnant [M (SD)] 16.4 (± 4.9) 15.9 (± 5.0) 16.9 (± 5.4)

 First pregnancy (%) 39.1 37.5 44.8

 Number of live children [M (SD)] 0.9 (± 1.1) 1.2 (± 1.4) 0.8 (± 0.8)

 Years of education [M (SD)] 10.9 (± 3.1) 10.1 (± 3.0) 10.4 (± 3.9)

 Annual combined income < $20,000 (%) 29.2 48.4 72.4**

 Married or living with a partner (%) 79.2 72.7 79.3

 Primary language spoken at home, Spanish (%) 79.2 84.8 75.9

 Country of birth, Mexico/Central America (%) 75.0 78.8 79.3

 Age when immigrated to U.S. [M (SD)] 19.0 (± 8.2) 19.6 (± 5.4) 18.8 (± 7.6)

 Number of prenatal classes attended [M (SD)] 7.3 (± 3.4) - -

 Number of booster classes attended [M (SD)] 1.6 (± 1.0) - -

Child characteristics

 Child gender, Male (%) 52.2 61.3 51.7

 Number of birth complications [M (SD)] 1.0 (± 1.2) 0.9 (± 1.1) 1.4 (± 1.4)

 Age in months at 18 month timepoint [M (SD)] 18.71 (± 2.2) 19.95 (± 6.1) -

 Child’s primary language, Spanish (%) 69.6 65.0 -

Note. Pearson’s χ2 and ANOVAs were conducted to examine for between group differences among categorical and continuous variables,
respectively.

*
p < .05;

**
p < .01;

***
p < .001
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Table 2

Means and standard deviations of salivary cortisol, perceived stress, and maternal mood levels during
pregnancy, by group condition.

CBSM n = 24 UC n = 33 LRC n = 29

M (SD) M (SD) M (SD)

Prepartum salivary cortisol

 Cortisol (log scores)

  Morning cortisol 0.89 (± 0.26)** 1.02 (± 0.22) 1.11 (± 0.23)

  Evening cortisol 0.35 (± 0.26)* 0.48 (± 0.47) 0.62 (± 0.40)

  Average cortisol 0.62 (± 0.22)** 0.75 (± 0.27) 0.87 (± 0.24)

  Cortisol slope 0.55 (± 0.29) 0.53 (± 0.51) 0.49 (± 0.44)

 Collection time [hour:minutes (minutes)]

  Morning cortisol collection time 9:02 (± 1:17)* 8:11 (± 1:06) 8:47 (± 0:54)

  Evening cortisol collection time 8:08 (± 0:29) 8:07 (± 0:21) 8:11 (± 0:22)

Prepartum stress and mood measures

 Stress rating

  Morning stress rating 23.0 (± 24.9) 29.5 (± 22.8) 23.9 (± 22.7)

  Evening stress rating 30.5 (± 24.0) 32.0 (± 21.8) 21.4 (± 17.5)

  Average stress rating 26.3 (± 19.8) 30.6 (± 20.1) 23.4 (± 19.6)

 Depression measures

  Past History of Major Depression (%) 33.3 66.7 0.0***

  CES-D 20.6 (± 7.9) 23.7 (± 12.3) 9.4 (± 3.6)***

 Affect

  Positive affect 2.5 (± 0.8) 2.4 (± 0.9) 3.0 (± 1.0)

  Negative affect 1.6 (± 0.5) 1.6 (± 0.6) 1.5 (± 0.5)

Note. Pearson’s χ2 and ANOVAs were conducted to examine for between group differences among categorical and continuous variables,
respectively.

*
p < .05;

**
p < .01;

***
p < .001
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Table 3

Means and standard deviations of salivary cortisol, perceived stress, and maternal mood levels at 6 months
postpartum, by group condition.

CBSM n = 24 UC n = 29 LRC n = 22

M (SD) M (SD) M (SD)

6-month postpartum salivary cortisol

 Maternal cortisol (log scores)

  Morning cortisol 0.93 (± 0.23) 0.81 (± 0.48) 0.83 (± 0.40)

  Evening cortisol 0.30 (± 0.65) 0.13 (± 0.50) 0.10 (± 0.48)

  Average cortisol 0.62 (± 0.40) 0.47 (± 0.39) 0.43 (± 0.35)

  Cortisol slope 0.62 (± 0.56) 0.68 (± 0.58) 0.76 (± 0.46)

 Infant cortisol (log scores)

  Morning cortisol 1.03 (± 0.49) 1.16 (± 0.33) 0.96 (± 0.42)

  Evening cortisol 0.63 (± 0.52) 0.76 (± 0.52) 0.60 (± 0.49)

  Average cortisol† 0.84 (± 0.48) 0.96 (± 0.39)* 0.75 (± 0.31)

  Cortisol slope 0.41 (± 0.34) 0.40 (± 0.41) 0.46 (± 0.55)

 Collection time [hour:minutes (minutes)]

  Mother morning cortisol collection time 8:21 (± 1:05) 8:17 (± 0:52) 8:18 (± 0:55)

  Mother evening cortisol collection time 8:15 (± 0:31) 8:10 (± 0:24) 8:08 (± 0:45)

  Infant morning cortisol collection time 8:31 (± 1:06) 8:21 (± 0:51) 8:02 (± 1:43)

  Infant evening cortisol collection time 8:18 (± 0:31) 8:10 (± 0:24) 8:04 (± 0:46)

6-month postpartum stress and mood measures

 Maternal stress rating

  Morning stress rating 39.0 (± 19.7)* 28.5 (± 21.4) 21.0 (± 20.3)

  Evening stress rating 45.8 (± 29.5)* 33.5 (± 25.0) 26.3 (± 21.9)

  Average stress rating 41.4 (± 21.1)* 30.9 (± 22.3) 23.0 (± 20.1)

 Depression

  CES-D 19.6 (± 12.9) 17.0 (± 12.9) 11.3 (± 7.8)

 Affect

  Positive affect 1.6 (± 0.7) 1.8 (± 0.7) 2.4 (± 1.1)*

  Negative affect 2.5 (± 0.8) 2.4 (± 0.8) 2.3 (± 1.1)

Note. ANOVAs were conducted for all between group analyses

*
p < .05;

**
p < .01;

***
p < .001

†
Group means were significant after controlling for maternal cortisol and maternal age (p < .001)
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Table 4

Means and standard deviations of salivary cortisol, perceived stress, and maternal mood levels at 18 months
postpartum, by group condition.

CBSM n = 24 UC n = 22

M (SD) M (SD)

18-month postpartum salivary cortisol

 Maternal cortisol (log scores)

  Morning cortisol 0.98 (± 0.32) 1.23 (± 0.58)

  Evening cortisol 0.20 (± 0.52) 0.40 (± 0.45)

  Average cortisol† 0.60 (± 0.36) 0.81 (± 0.43)*

  Cortisol slope 0.79 (± 0.47) 0.83 (± 0.56)

 Child cortisol (log scores)

  Morning cortisol 1.00 (± 0.49) 1.18 (± 0.31)

  Evening cortisol 0.53 (± 0.61) 0.58 (± 0.72)

  Average cortisol 0.76 (± 0.50) 0.82 (± 0.61)

  Cortisol slope 0.45 (± 0.48) 0.50 (± 0.54)

 Collection time [hour:minutes (minutes)]

  Mother morning cortisol collection time 8:39 (± 1:05) 8:21 (± 1:05)

  Mother evening cortisol collection time 8:15 (± 0:35) 8:11 (± 0:38)

  Child morning cortisol collection time 8:58 (± 0:59) 8:22 (± 1:03)

  Child evening cortisol collection time 8:16 (± 0:21) 8:12 (± 0:38)

18-month postpartum stress and mood measures

 Maternal stress rating

  Morning stress rating 32.2 (± 19.6) 33.0 (± 18.7)

  Evening stress rating 46.3 (± 21.1) 41.1 (± 21.1)

  Average stress rating 39.7 (± 17.7) 37.5 (± 18.1)

 Child stress rating

  Morning stress rating 20.5 (± 20.1) 23.5 (± 19.0)

  Evening stress rating 40.0 (± 27.1) 26.8 (± 22.4)

  Average stress rating 30.3 (± 20.7) 25.3 (± 18.2)

 Depression

  CES-D 15.4 (± 10.5) 15.8 (± 10.5)

 Affect

  Positive affect 2.7 (± 0.6) 2.5 (± 0.8)

  Negative affect 1.7 (± 0.7) 1.7 (± 0.8)

Note. Independent samples t tests were conducted for all between group analyses

*
p < .05;

**
p < .01;

***
p < .001

†
Group means were significant after adjusting for past history of depression and annual family income (p < .01)
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