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Extrachromosomal elements are common early intermediates of gene amplification in vivo and in cell

culture. The time at which several extrachromosomal elements replicate was compared with that of the
corresponding amplified or unamplified chromosomal sequences. The replication timing analysis employed a

retroactive synchrony method in which fluorescence-activated cell sorting was used to obtain cells at different
stages of the cell cycle. Extrachromosomally amplified Syrian hamster CAD genes (CAD is an acronym for the
single gene which encodes the trifunctional protein which catalyzes the first three steps of uridine biosynthesis)
replicated in a narrow window of early S-phase which was approximately the same as that of chromosomally
amplified CAD genes. Similarly, extrachromosomally amplified mouse adenosine deaminase genes replicated at
a discrete time in early S-phase which approximated the replication time of the unamplified adenosine
deaminase gene. In contrast, the multicopy extrachromosomal Epstein-Barr virus genome replicated within a
narrow window in late S-phase in latently infected human Raji cells. The data indicate that localization within
a chromosome is not required for the maintenance of replication timing control.

The mammalian genome consists of an estimated 6 x 109
bp of DNA which typically replicate within approximately 8
h in most somatic cells. Since the elongation rate is roughly
2 kb/min, complete synthesis requires initiation to begin at
roughly 10,000 DNA replication origins. Electron micro-
scopic (20) and biochemical (4, 36) evidence which supports
the existence of such origins has now been obtained.
The time at which DNA synthesis initiates from each

origin appears to be programmed and is reproducible from
cell cycle to cell cycle (19, 32, 33). While the mechanisms
responsible for replication timing control are not under-
stood, it is clear that altering gene position can dramatically
alter replication timing. For example, naturally occurring
chromosome translocation in mammalian cells and in vitro
gene repositioning in yeast cells can convert an early repli-
cating region to a late replicating region and vice versa (5,
13). The effect of chromosome position on replication timing
has been interpreted to indicate that the time at which a
sequence replicates is dictated by its distance from the
closest origin, by the existence of cis-acting sequences or
structures which influence when an origin fires, or by a
combination of the two (5, 13).
An extreme case of repositioning of genomic information

occurs in the production of extrachromosomal elements
during gene amplification. Studies employing transfected (6,
29, 30) and endogenous (21, 41) genes reveal that acentric
extrachromosomal elements can be produced by a mecha-
nism which deletes the corresponding chromosomal se-
quences. These elements contain 100 to >1,000 kb of DNA
flanking the amplification target gene (37) and have been
demonstrated by cytogenetic (9) and biochemical (3, 7)
methods to replicate once per cell cycle.
While the program which ensures that DNA is replicated

only once per S-phase appears to be preserved in extrach-
romosomal-amplification intermediates, the regulation of
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timing control in such structures is only beginning to be
explored. Interestingly, the extrachromosomal elements
containing dihydrofolate reductase (DHFR) genes in the
mouse cell line 3T6R50 appear to replicate throughout
S-phase (34), while the chromosomally located single-copy
and amplified DHFR genes in a variety of mouse, human,
and hamster cell lines generally replicate in a discrete
interval confined to the first half of S-phase (10, 19, 24).
The difference in replication timing of extrachromosomal

and chromosomal DHFR amplicons raises the possibility
that either the recombination events which generate extra-
chromosomal amplicons sever the connection between rep-
lication origins and adjacent timing control sites or that
timing control is an intrinsic property of sequences confined
within chromosomes. To investigate these issues further, we
have determined the replication times of two extrachromo-
somal amplicons harboring either CAD genes in CHO cells
or adenosine deaminase (ADA) genes in mouse cells and the
Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) episome in human Raji cells. All
three extrachromosomal elements replicate within narrow
windows of S-phase: CAD and ADA in early S-phase and the
EBV episome in late S-phase. The CAD extrachromosomal
amplicons also replicate, within experimental error, at the
same time in S-phase as the corresponding chromosomally
amplified genes, and extrachromosomal ADA amplicons
replicate at approximately the same time as the unamplified
wild-type gene. The results show that replication timing
control can be preserved in extrachromosomal structures
and thus that chromosomal association is not required for
the correct temporal regulation ofDNA replication. Further-
more, if cis-acting timing control sequences exist, they are
contained in both the extrachromosomal CAD and ADA
amplicons.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Cell lines. The growth conditions for cell lines B54, T5S13,
and C5RO.5 were as previously described (7). Raji cells
containing the EBV episome were grown in RPMI contain-
ing 10% fetal bovine serum. The mouse cell lines Cl-1D and
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Bi-50, containing wild-type and amplified ADA genes, re-
spectively, were kindly provided by R. Kellems and were
maintained as described elsewhere (42). The Cl-1D and
Bl-50 cell lines are derived from a mouse cell line which
lacks endogenous thymidine kinase activity [42]; therefore,
in order to perform the experiments described in this paper,
the herpes simplex virus thymidine kinase gene was intro-
duced into these cells by calcium phosphate coprecipitation,
and stable transformants were selected by growth in HAT
(hypoxanthine-aminopterin-thymidine) medium (31). One
clone from each cell line which incorporated [3H]-thymidine
at approximately the same level as wild-type mouse cells
was used in these experiments (7a).

Labeling and separation of cells into cell cycle fractions. The
methods for labeling cells with 5-bromo-2'-deoxyuridine
(BrdU), fractionating cells on the cell sorter, and quantitat-
ing the incorporated label were previously described by
Gilbert and Cohen (16). Cultures at 90% confluence were
trypsinized and plated in fresh medium within 24 to 48 h of
analysis to maximize the number of cells in S-phase. This
procedure occasionally resulted in populations depleted in
G1-phase cells at the time of analysis (e.g., see Fig. 1, cell
line B5-4). However, independent experiments which re-
sulted in different fluorescence-activated cell-sorting profiles
generated replication timing profiles which were experimen-
tally indistinguishable. In order to distinguish replicated
from unreplicated DNA, the DNA was density labeled by
incubating the cells for 90 min in 30 ,uM BrdU in Dulbecco
modified Eagle medium containing 10% fetal bovine serum.
The cells were trypsinized, washed in phosphate-buffered
saline containing 1 mM EDTA, and fixed in 70% ethanol.
The fixed cells could be stored refrigerated for up to 3 days.
Cells were prepared for sorting by being washed in phos-
phate-buffered saline and were suspended at 3 x 106/ml in an
aqueous solution of the DNA-specific stain chromomycin A3
(CA3) (20 ,ug/ml) containing 3 g of MgCl2 6H20 per liter.
Cells were sorted on the Salk Institute cell sorter adjusted to
sort CA3-stained cells by using fluorescent signals from
nuclei excited at a wavelength of 457 nm at a flow of 2,000
cells per s. Approximately 0.5 x 106 to 1 x 106 cells were
collected in each window. To evaluate the accuracy of
sorting, an aliquot of each window was restained in CA3 and
again analyzed on the cell sorter.

Isolation and separation of replicated and unreplicated
DNAs. DNA was isolated from the collected cells as follows.
The cells were pelleted at 2,000 rpm in a microfuge, and the
pellet was lysed by the addition of 0.5 ml of lysis buffer (1%
sodium dodecyl sulfate, 100 mM Tris [pH 8], 200 mM
EDTA, 100 ,ug of proteinase K per ml) and incubated at 370
for 4 to 6 h. The lysate was extracted once with 1 volume of
phenol-chloroform and once with chloroform and then eth-
anol precipitated with 0.2 M NaCl. The DNA was suspended
in 100 ,ul of TE (100 mM Tris [pH 8], 1 mM EDTA)
containing 25 ,ug of RNase per ml and incubated at 37°C for
30 min. The DNA was added to 1 ml of a solution of CsCl in
TE (58% [wt/wt]; refractive index = 1.4052) and sheared by
passage 20 times through a 27-gauge needle. The sheared
DNA was placed in a 5-ml quick-seal centrifuge tube, and
additional CsCl solution was added to fill the tube. Gradients
were centrifuged in a VTi65 rotor (Beckman) at 45,000 rpm
for 16 h at 20°C. Fractions were collected through a 22-gauge
needle inserted into the bottom of the tube; 22 to 24 aliquots
were collected at 6 drops per fraction, and the refractive
index was read on every other fraction.

Hybridization analysis of gradient fractions. Aliquots (125
,ul) of each fraction were denatured in 0.3 N NaOH at 60°C

for 15 min, allowed to cool, and then neutralized by the
addition of 1 volume of 2 M ammonium acetate. The samples
were applied to Hybond N membrane (Amersham) by using
a slot blot apparatus (Schleicher & Schuell). The membranes
were baked and hybridized as described elsewhere (26) with
nick-translated or random-primed probes. The following
fragments were used as probes: for CAD, the 8.6-kb BamHI
fragment 102 (27); for ADA, the 1.4-kb EcoRI fragment
derived from cosmid E8 (1); for EBV, the 2.3-kb BamHI-
SacI fragment of the W fragment (2); and for ras, a 1-kb
Kirsten-ras fragment (12). The amounts of heavy-light (HL)
and light-light DNA were quantitated on autoradiographs
with a Helena Laboratories Quick Scan densitometer using
exposures in the linear range of the film.

RESULTS

Strategy for replication timing analysis. The retroactive
synchrony method was used to determine replication time,
since this method measures replication in exponentially
growing cultures and does not employ cytotoxic agents to
induce cell synchrony (15, 16). In this procedure, cells are
exposed briefly to a nontoxic concentration of BrdU to label
DNA which is being replicated at the time of incubation (see
Materials and Methods). DNA replicated during this period
will incorporate BrdU unifililarly and can be distinguished
from unreplicated DNA by CsCl density gradient centrifu-
gation. Each cell population is then fractionated according to
the DNA content of individual cells by using the cell sorter.
Most of the experiments reported below were performed

with cells sorted into six fractions using equally spaced sort
windows over the range of CA3 fluorescence corresponding
to cells spanning the extremes of the cell cycle from G1(2N)
to G2+M(4N). Thus, the first window contains a mixture of
cells containing 1.0 to -1.17 times the diploid content.
Window 1 should, therefore, contain a continuum of cells
ranging from those in G1 to those which have replicated as
much as 17% of their DNA. Similarly, window 2 contains
cells which have replicated from 17 to 34% of their DNA,
and so on. The retroactive synchrony method has the
capacity to reveal two facets related to DNA replication: (i)
it indicates how broad a period of S-phase is required for the
replication of a DNA sequence, and (ii) it approximates the
time of replication by revealing the fraction of the genome
which has replicated at the time BrdU-labeled DNA com-
plementary to the probe is first detected. Since replication
timing is inferred from DNA content determined directly by
the sorter, it is possible to compare the replication timing
data obtained from different cell lines which may differ in
their cell cycle kinetics.

Representative DNA histograms obtained from four of the
cell lines analyzed are shown in Fig. 1, in which the CA3
fluorescence is plotted on a linear scale. These histograms
reveal that the growth conditions employed generate a
substantial number of cells in S-phase in each cell line. In
some experiments, we observed a relative depletion of cells
in G1 (e.g., see cell line B5-4). The replication timing of each
gene was determined in several independent experiments
performed at different times, and different flow histograms
were occasionally obtained in independent experiments in-
volving the same cell line; however, dissimilar histograms
did not produce significant differences in the replication
timing of any of the genes analyzed.
A typical example of the quality of the preparative cell

fractionation achievable with the cell sorter is shown in Fig.
2A. This population of 107 cells was divided into six win-
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FIG. 1. Flow histograms of representative cell lines. Cells grown
as described in Materials and Methods were briefly labeled with
BrdU, fixed, and then incubated with the DNA-specific stain CA3.
The stained cells were then fractionated on the basis of their DNA
content by using the cell sorter. The relative DNA contents of
individual cells as measured by total CA3 fluorescence are displayed
in a linear scale on the abscissa, and the numbers of cells are shown
on the ordinate. Approximately 30,000 cells were analyzed for each
cell line.

dows on the basis ofDNA content as described above. Each
fraction, or window, was then resorted to determine the
extent of contamination with adjacent fractions. This analy-
sis revealed that the purity of cells in a given window was
greater than 95%.
The sensitivity of the replication timing measurements is

partially determined by the amount of BrdU-labeled DNA in
each CsCl gradient, and this in turn is related to the number
of S-phase cells in the corresponding sort window. We
therefore attempted to include approximately similar num-
bers of S-phase cells in each sample analyzed by CsCl
gradient fractionation. This necessitated estimating the pro-
portion of cells in S-phase in each sort window. This was
done by fitting the experimentally determined flow histogram
data points to the theoretical cell cycle distribution accord-
ing to the method of Dean and Jett (11; Fig. 2B). We then
compensated for the low proportion of S-phase cells in
fractions 1 and 6 by applying DNA from a proportionately
greater number of cells derived from these fractions to the
respective CsCl gradients.

Analysis of replication timing of extrachromosomally and
chromosomally amplified CAD genes. The retroactive syn-
chrony method was used to determine the approximate time
of replication of the CAD gene in three cell lines. B5-4 is a
Syrian hamster kidney cell line in which approximately 100
copies of the CAD gene are located at a single chromosomal
site near the position of the resident gene (39, 40). C5RO.5
and T5S1-3 are CHO cell lines containing the transfected
cloned Syrian hamster CAD gene amplified exclusively in
either extrachromosomal or chromosomal sites, respectively
(7, 38). The analyses shown in Fig. 3A to C and Table 1
reveal two facets about the replication of the CAD gene in
each of these cell lines: (i) replication occurs in a narrow
window of S-phase, and (ii) in all cases, the CAD sequences
replicate in the first half of S-phase. The replication timing
determined here is similar to that determined previously for
the wild-type CAD gene in CHO cells by other methods (32).
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FIG. 2. (A) Resorting of cells reveals the purity of each fraction.
Exponentially growing B5-4 cells were labeled with BrdU, stained
with CA3, and sorted into six windows based on DNA content. An
aliquot of each fraction was resorted to determine the percent
contamination of a given window by cells of higher or lower DNA
content. The shaded area under the curve represents the reanalysis
of individual windows. (B) Cell cycle analysis of B5-4 cells. Cell
cycle analysis of the DNA distributions was done with software
developed by one of us (J.T.) and based on the mathematical model
of Dean and Jett (11). The histogram was then divided into six
equally spaced windows by setting a lower limit at the left side of the
G1 distribution and an upper limit at the right side of the G2+M
distribution. The total width of the distribution was then divided by
6 to obtain the width for each sort window. In general, window 1
contains mainly G1 cells, windows 2 to 5 contain S-phase cells, and
window 6 contains mainly G2+M cells. In some experiments, a
small number of early and late S-phase cells were present in
windows 1 and 6, respectively. In such cases, the proportions of
S-phase cells in these windows were estimated as described in the
text to enable application of proportionately more sample to the
corresponding CsCl gradient. This enabled each CsCl gradient to
contain roughly equivalent quantities of DNA obtained from
S-phase cells.

To ensure that HL DNA was actually present in all of the
CsCl gradients, the slot blots were stripped of CAD probe
and rehybridized with blur 8, a human alu sequence (23)
which also detects CHO alu-like sequences. Substantial
hybridization was detected in all windows, indicating that
these sequences replicated throughout S-phase (data not
shown). To detect the replication of sequences present at
lower abundance than the amplified CAD genes in C5RO.5,
the same slot blots employed as described above were

do,16-
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FIG. 3. Replication times of chromosomally an

somally located CAD genes. DNA was isolated fror
cells which had been sorted into six windows and wz

ated on a CsCl gradient and blotted as described ii
Methods. The positions of HL and light-light (LL) D
on the side, and the windows of the cell cycle are i
the lanes. The blots were hybridized with a CAD-sp
B, and C). The blot containing the sorted CORO.
stripped of the CAD probe and rehybridized with a
The B5-4 cell line contains approximately 100 cop
gene located on a single chromosome. T5S13 and
approximately 250 copies of chromosomally and ex
ally located CAD genes, respectively. The density
fractions was determined with a refractometer, an

the positions of the fractions containing HL DNA re
in the starting density of the CsCl.

stripped of hybridized sequences and rehybridized with a

Kirsten (k)-ras probe which detects the ras proto-oncogene.
This gene was chosen because it is amplified approximately
10-fold in CHO cells, but the amplified copies are inactive
and have previously been shown to replicate late in S-phase
(8, 22). Consistent with previous observations, Fig. 3D

- clearly shows that the k-ras probe detects HL DNA only in
the last three sorted windows. This result emphasizes that

__ sufficient DNA was present in this experiment to have
1 _- _

m
enabled detection of a small fraction of late-replicating CAD

_ _ _ sequences. We conclude, therefore, that the replication of
the vast majority, if not all, of extrachromosomally amplified

--- CAD genes in this CHO cell line is confined to the first half
of S-phase. Thus, the timing characteristics of chromoso-
mally and extrachromosomally amplified CAD genes are the

4 5 6 same within the experimental error of the methods em-
ployed.

Preservation of timing control in extrachromosomally am-
_ _ plified ADA genes. The results described above contrasted

_ significantly with those obtained previously with the DHFR
extrachromosomal elements in mouse cells (34). Since the
CAD extrachromosomal elements arose in an experiment

- ~involving transfection of a cloned CAD gene (7, 28, 38), we
-- compared the replication timing of the wild-type ADA gene

_ - in mouse Cl-1D cells and in a derivative, Bi-50, which
_contains 5,000 ADA genes localized exclusively in hetero-

_ geneously sized extrachromosomal elements (42). The am-
_ plicon in Bl-50 cells is an approximately 460-kb circular

element organized as an imperfect inverted repeat (26a)
which contains a single site at which DNA synthesis initiates

; * _ bidirectionally (5a). Figure 4 and Table 1 show that the
IN___40 wild-type ADA gene replicates at a discrete time in the first

4 5 6 half of S-phase in Cl-1D cells and that the 5,000 amplicons in
Bl-50 replicate in a very narrow window of early S-phase

m BrdU-aabeled which is the same, within experimental error, as that ob-

as then fraction- served for the single-copy wild-type gene. Similar results
n Materials and were obtained after hybridization of slot blots with several
)NAs are shown different probes spanning the ADA amplicon (data not
indicated below shown).
ecific probe (A, Late replication of EBV episome in Raji cells. Genes within
5 cells (C) was the CAD and ADA episomes must be expressed in order for
a ras probe (D). the cell to survive under the selective conditions imposed.
iies of the CAD The early replication timing observed in these extrachromo-

C5RO.5 contain somal elements is not unexpected, since transcriptionally
of the gradient active chromosomal regions also tend to replicate early in

Ld differences in S-phase (19). Since transcriptionally inert chromosomal se-
flect differences quences tend to replicate late in S-phase (19), it was of

interest to examine the replication timing of an episome in
which most of the sequences within it are known to be

TABLE 1. Replication times of amplified genesa

% HL DNA/window'
Cell line Gene No. of copies Location

1 2 3 4 5 6

C5RO.5 CAD (t) 100 E <2 23 20 9 <2 <2
T5S13 CAD (t) 100 C 10 60 29 <2 <2 <2
B54 CAD 100 C <2 33 24 <2 <2 <2
C5RO.5 ras 10 C <2 <2 16 22 27 31
B1-50 ADA 5,000 E <2 23 23 <2 <2 <2
Cl-1D ADA 2 C <2 <2 26 10 <2 <2
Raji EBV 60 E <2 <2 9 24 13 <2

a Autoradiograms from experiments performed as described in the text and shown in the figures were quantitated by using a densitometer; exposures in the
linear range of the film were scanned. The data shown are from a single experiment, although two or three experiments were performed on each cell line. The
patterns observed for all experiments were the same within experimental error. t, transfected; E, extrachromosomal; C, chromosomal.

" Column numbers refer to the sorted fractions of cells as described in the text and in the legend to Fig. 1. Percentages were calculated as HL/(HL + light-light).
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FIG. 4. Replication times of wild-type and extrachromosomally
amplified ADA genes. DNA was prepared from sorted B1-50 and
Cl-1D cells and was processed as described in the legend to Fig. 2
and in Materials and Methods. The blots were hybridized with an
ADA-specific probe. The Bl-SO and Cl-1D cells used in these
experiments are clones containing a transfected viral thymidine
kinase gene (7a). Cl-1D contains the wild-type ADA gene, and the
B1-50 cell line contains a 5,000-fold amplification of the ADA gene.
LL, light-light DNA.

transcriptionally repressed. One example is provided by the
EBV episome in latently infected human Raji cells, since
only limited expression of the 172-kb episome is observed
(2). The EBV plasmid is maintained at approximately 60
copies per cell and is replicated by the cellular machinery
initially bidirectionally starting at oriP, but then a barrier
encountered by one fork results in the remainder of replica-
tion occurring unidirectionally (14). To detect EBV-specific
HL DNA, we used a 2.3-kb BamHI-SacI fragment derived
from the BamHI W fragment which is within 10-kb of oriP in
the direction of replication (2). Figure 5 and Table 1 clearly
show that replication of the EBV plasmid occurs in late
S-phase.

DISCUSSION

This report demonstrates that the same control of replica-
tion timing exhibited by chromosomally located genes can be
maintained in extrachromosomally amplified genes. This
conclusion is based on three observations. First, extrachro-
mosomally amplified CAD and ADA genes replicate within a
limited number of windows of S-phase. Similar discrete
replication times have been reported for many single-copy
genes (19, 32). Second, the time of replication of both of
these extrachromosomal amplicons is confined to early
S-phase, as it is for the corresponding single-copy ADA and
CAD (32) genes and for chromosomal amplicons of the CAD
gene. Third, the general correlation that transcriptionally
active regions replicate earlier in S-phase than inactive
regions appears to be preserved in this analysis of three
extrachromosomal replicons.

Replication timing control was found to be the same for
the Syrian hamster CAD gene when the gene was amplified
within a chromosome near its native site or in extrachromo-
somal or chromosomal sites subsequent to its introduction as
a cosmid into the heterologous CHO nuclear environment by

LL ~ -

1 2 3 4 5 6
FIG. 5. Replication time of multicopy EBV episome in human

Raji cells. Raji cells were labeled and sorted, and the isolated DNA
was processed as described in Materials and Methods and the legend
to Fig. 2. The blots were hybridized with an EBV-specific probe.
LL, light-light DNA.

gene transfer. The CAD amplicon in the CHO clones ana-
lyzed here is approximately 260 kb and consists entirely of
five Syrian hamster CAD cosmids (7, Ila). Recent data
indicate that a site of bidirectional DNA synthesis is located
within 15 kb of the 5' end of the Syrian hamster CAD gene
used to produce the CHO transformants analyzed here (24a).
Thus, if cis-acting elements are required for the correct
control of replication timing, they are located in the available
CAD cosmid and are tightly linked to the CAD gene.
We have recently mapped a site of bidirectional initiation

of DNA synthesis in the ADA amplicon to within 30 kb of
the probes utilized in these studies (Sa). The initiation of
DNA synthesis occurs from this site within 15 min of the
transition from Gl- to S-phase. A similar result was obtained
for the CAD amplicon in both C5RO.5 and B5-4 cells (24a).
These data further emphasize that both the CAD and ADA
episomes initiate their replication at early times in S-phase.
The narrow replication window of the three extrachromo-

somal amplicons studied here contrasts with the apparent
lack of replication time control in the extrachromosomally
amplified murine DHFR genes in 3T6R50 cells (34). The
apparent lack of timing control in these extrachromosomal
amplicons is intriguing, since the single-copy DHFR gene
has been observed to replicate in a narrow window either
early (19, 24, 25) or late (19) in S-phase. There are several
possible reasons for these differences. First, the use of a
chemical synchrony method by Tlsty and Adams (34) may
have influenced the replication of the extrachromosomal
elements. We note that our results using retroactive syn-
chrony generated data and conclusions similar to those
reported in two independent analyses which employed cen-
trifugal elutriation to ascertain replication timing patterns of
the CAD and k-ras genes (22, 32). Second, since extrachro-
mosomal elements can be generated by a process which
involves chromosome breakage and removal of sequences
from the native site (41), it is conceivable that cis-acting
elements involved in timing control may have been removed

LL _ m_ _ m

- -mm _

1 2 3 4 5 6
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during formation of the DHFR amplicon in 3T6R50 cells.
Third, if the extrachromosomal amplicon is very large, it
may contain several origins which fire at different times in
S-phase. If only one origin is activated stochastically in each
S-phase in a given extrachromosomal molecule, a broad
replication timing pattern should result. Since the extrachro-
mosomal elements in 3T6R50 are heterogeneously sized and
since some are as large as 3 Mb (35), they could span several
replicons. However, we emphasize that numerous analyses
reveal that large extrachromosomal amplicons are often
formed by the oligomerization of smaller precursors which
each contain the same origin (7, 37) and, hence, are expected
to initiate replication in a narrow window of S-phase. While
Tlsty and Adams (34) suggested that delays in replication
may be generated because of difficulties encountered in the
resolution of newly replicated intertwined circular mole-
cules, our observations of narrow replication windows for
three extrachromosomal elements indicate that this is not
likely to be a significant factor.
The late replication ofEBV episomes in Raji cells reported

here contrasts with an earlier report that these molecules
replicate in early S-phase (18). In those experiments, repli-
cation time was determined in cells subjected to synchroni-
zation by a double-thymidine block. Although the impact of
this treatment on the maintenance of the EBV plasmid in a
latent state has not been investigated, this treatment has
been observed to cause virus activation (17). It is conceiv-
able that the earlier study actually measured the replication
time of EBV genomes in producer cells in the population. By
contrast, we measured the replication of latent EBV ge-
nomes under conditions in which virus activation should not
have occurred.
The 5,000 extrachromosomal ADA amplicons in Bl-50

cells replicate in a window of S-phase which is similar to that
of the diploid ADA locus in wild-type Cl-1D cells. The
synchrony of replication exhibited by these amplicons is
remarkable in light of the fact that they contribute an
additional 5,000 replication origins to the ADA genome. If all
of these origins are functional, this represents an increase of
up to 50% in the total number of replication origins contained
in the entire mouse genome. Furthermore, the ADA ampli-
cons of Bl-50 cells increase the cell genome size by almost
40% (i.e., 5,000 x 460 kb = 2.3 x 106 kb of DNA). This
suggests that if trans-acting factors are required to maintain
replication timing control, either they are not limiting in
these mouse cells or their synthesis is increased to compen-
sate for the increased origin or DNA burden or both. If
replication timing is dictated solely by DNA primary se-
quence, then the synchrony detected here is not surprising,
since molecular analyses of the ADA amplicon reveal that
most, if not all, ADA amplicons in Bl-50 cells have a
common molecular organization (26a). The observation that
these highly amplified extrachromosomal molecules exhibit
a replication program indistinguishable from that of the
corresponding wild-type chromosomal gene suggests the
utility of such systems in dissecting the molecular mecha-
nisms contributing to replication timing control.
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