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Abstract The physiological and developmental effects of harmine, a b-carboline alkaloid, on the

insect pest Plodia interpunctella have been analyzed. When added at the larval diet, harmine induced

a strong reduction of larvae weight, cannibalism between larvae, in addition to significant mortality.

On the other hand, it caused a remarkable development disruption, manifested by both delay and

reduction of pupation and adult emergence. Using spectrophotometric assays, we have shown that

harmine ingestion provoked a severe reduction in protein, glycogen and lipid contents. Beside, when

larvae fed harmine, the activity of the digestive enzyme a-amylase was strongly reduced. In conclu-

sion, our experiments clearly show the susceptibility of P. interpunctella to harmine ingestion reveal-

ing the potent bioinsecticidal effect of harmine.
ª 2010 King Saud University. Production and hosting by Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
66 43 01 31; fax: +212 5 39 39

(K. Rharrabe).
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Saud University.
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1. Introduction

Alkaloids have been reported as the most important group of
natural substances (Bruneton, 1999), playing an important

role in the ecology of organisms which synthesize them
(Aniszewski, 2007). For instance, it has been suggested that
they constitute part of the plant defences against phytopha-

gous animals (Aniszewski, 2007) together with terpenoids,
phenols, flavonoids, steroids, etc. (Hartmann, 1996; Bruneton,
1999; Cox, 2004; Kubo, 2006). The application of plant-

derived insect growth regulators is known to be safe for man
and environment in the integrated pest management program.

The applications of alkaloids are not limited to biological
control of herbivores; they also possess pharmacological,
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veterinary and medical interest (Aniszewski, 2007). For exam-
ple, some alkaloids belonging to b-carboline group have been
shown to possess a wide range of pharmacological properties

including antimicrobial (Aassila et al., 2003), anti-HIV (Ishida
et al., 2001) and antiparasitic properties (Rivas et al., 1999;
Mishra et al., 2009).

In fact, among medicinal plants, Peganum harmala (L.)
(Siddiqui et al., 1987), Grewia bicolor (Roth) (Jaspers
et al., 1986) and Passiflora incarnata (L.) (Bennati, 1971)

are known for their exceptional wealth in alkaloids belong-
ing to b-carboline type as harmine, harmane and harmaline.

Alkaloids are natural products widely distributed in plants
and also found in alcoholic beverages, well-cooked foods and

tobacco smoke. In addition, b-carboline have been reported as
normal constituents of human tissues and body fluids (Yu
et al., 2003). They exhibit a variety of biochemical, psycho-

pharmacological, and behavioural effects in animals and hu-
mans (Airaksinen and Kari, 1981). While neurotoxicity of
harmaline has been discussed in the literature (O’Hearn and

Molliver, 1993; Cobuzzi et al., 1994), neuroprotective effects
of harmaline and harmane have also been reported (Bonnet
et al., 2000; Splettstoesser et al., 2005). Various authors have

reported genotoxic activities of several carboline in prokary-
otic and eukaryotic cells that have been attributed to their
abilities to intercalate into DNA but studies on the genotoxic
and on the cytotoxic potencies in human cells in vitro are not

found in the literature (Jiménez et al., 2008).
The effects of methanolic extract of P. harmala ingestion

were studied in Schistocerca gregaria (Forskal) (Abbassi

et al., 2003) and Tribolium castaneum (Herbst) (Jbilou et al.,
2008) and displayed a severe disruption of insect development.

The effects of pure alkaloid compounds application on in-

sect pests are poorly documented compared to other plant
compound families. Therefore, we have chosen to test the
insecticidal activity of harmine, a b-carboline alkaloid, on

the Indian meal moth, Plodia interpunctella (Hübner)
(Lepidoptera: Pyralidae). In previous work, we have tested
the effects of another b-carboline alkaloid, harmaline, on
P. interpunctella (Rharrabe et al., 2007). With this study, we

want to see if the minimal structural differences existing
between these two b-carboline alkaloid molecules (harmine
and hamaline) significantly affected their toxicity toward

P. interpunctella. For that, we determine the effects of harmine
on P. interpunctella development, on its energy reserves (pro-
tein, glycogen and lipid content) as well as on the activity of

a key a-amylase digestive enzyme.
P. interpunctella is a major economic pest of stored prod-

ucts (dates, wheat, sorghum, barley, almonds, pistachios, wal-
nuts, etc.) and has a worldwide distribution (Mohandass et al.,

2007), and its larvae have been recorded feeding upon and con-
taminating many commodities (Simmons and Nelson, 1975).
2. Materials and methods

2.1. Insect culture

The Indian meal moth P. interpunctella used in this research
were collected as larvae from infested dates from Errachidia

province in the south-east region of Morocco. The larvae were
reared in the laboratory on wheat flour under standard condi-
tions at 28 ± 2 �C, 60 ± 5% relative humidity (r.h.) and a
(16L:8D) photoperiod. Emerging adults were removed and al-
lowed to mate in new 0.25-L glass containers half full of wheat
flour, as a medium. Eggs were allowed to develop in their ovi-

position sites. In the present study, fifth-instar larvae were used
and the duration of P. interpunctella development was 46 days.

2.2. Treatment

Harmine (Fluka) was dissolved in 5% methanol in distilled
water. A volume of 5 mL was incorporated into 5 g of wheat

flour to a final concentration of 250, 500, 750 and 1000 ppm.
For control (0 ppm) larvae 5 mL of 5% of methanol alone in
distilled water alone was added to wheat flour. The solvent

was evaporated from the diet at 35 �C in an oven for 48 h.
Starved group (also used as a control group) was performed
by transferring larvae into empty Petri-dishes to differentiate
between toxic rather than simple deterrency effect of harmine.

2.3. Post-embryonic development

Fifth-instar larvae were starved for 24 h prior to use, to induce a

high feeding rate. Then 10 larvae were placed in the Petri-dish in
the presence of 5 g of treated or control diet. Four replicates
were done for treated, starved and control larvae. Observations

including larval weight, cannibalism between larvae, larval mor-
tality, pupation and adult emergence, were made every second
day during 26 days. Mortality was determined by brown colour
with no observable movements. Cannibalism was noted by the

disappearance of larval bodies from the Petri dishes. Larvae
were maintained under standard conditions (28 ± 2 �C,
60 ± 5% r.h. and a 16L:8D) during the whole experiment.

2.4. Biochemical analyses

For biochemical analyses, fifth-instar larvae were reared indi-

vidually and taken 7 days after the beginning of the treatment.
Each sample was composed of three cold-anaesthetized larvae.
Soluble protein, glycogen and lipids contents were quantified

spectrophotometrically. The activity of a-amylase was ana-
lysed by spectrophotometry and directly on polyacrylamide
gel electrophoresis. Ten replicates were done for the whole
analyses and for each dosis.

2.4.1. Protein determination

For protein measurements, larvae were homogenized in 1 mL

of Tris–HCl buffer (50 mM, pH 7). After centrifugation at
9000g for 20 min, a volume of 200 lL was used for protein
according to the method of Bradford (1976) using bovine ser-
um albumin as standard.

2.4.2. Glycogen determination

Glycogen content was quantified by the method of Roe (1955)

using anthrone reagent. Larvae were homogenized with 1 mL
of ethanol saturated with sodium sulphate, then centrifuged
at 1000g for 10 min and the supernatants were discarded.
The pellets were resuspended in 0.5 mL of ethanol (70%), then

centrifuged as before, and the supernatants were discarded.
The final pellets were heated to drive off residual ethanol, then
dissolved in 0.5 mL 30% potassium hydroxide and heated at

100 �C for 15 min. The digests were allowed to cool. One
millilitre of absolute ethanol was added, then tubes were
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centrifuged at 1000g for 10 min. The supernatants were care-
fully removed and the pellets were dissolved in 0.5 mL of dis-
tilled water. Two millilitres of anthrone reagent (0.05% in

sulphuric acid) were then added. After mixing, samples were
heated at 90 �C for 15 min and then rapidly cooled. The absor-
bance was read at 620 nm and glycogen levels were calculated

by reference to a standard curve.

2.4.3. Lipid determination

Lipid extraction was realized according to the method of Van

Handel (1965). Larvae were homogenized in 1 mL of chloro-
form/methanol (1:1, v/v). The homogenates were centrifuged at
1000g for 10 min at 4 �C. The supernatants were mixed with

1 mL of chloroform and 0.5 mL of distilled water and centri-
fuged at 1500g for 1 h at 4 �C.The aqueous phase was eliminated.
The organic phase was extracted again with distilled water

(0.5 mL). Organic phase was evaporated until dryness. Lipid
content was quantified by the method of Zöllner and Krich
(1996). The samples were digested with 1 mL of sulphuric acid
at 100 �C for 10 min. The tubes were cooled and 5 mLof sulphos-

phovanillin reagent (orthophosphoric acid/0.6% aqueous vanil-
lin solution, 4:1) was added to the mixture. After 40 min, the
absorbance was measured at 530 nm and lipid level was calcu-

lated by reference to a standard curve using cholesteryl palmitate.

2.4.4. a-Amylase assay

Assay of a-amylase activity (a-1,4-glucan-4-glucanohydrolas-
es, EC 3.2.1.1) was performed according to Valencia et al.
(2000) with some modifications. Larvae were homogenized in
100 lL of sodium citrate NaCl–CaCl2 (10 mM), buffer

(pH 8). The mixture was added to 100 lL starch (0.5%). Sam-
ples were incubated at 37 �C for 15 min. Iodine reagent (2.5 lL
of 0.02% I2 and 0.2% KI) was then added and the sample was

centrifuged at 4000g for 10 min. The absorbance was read at
580 nm. The enzymatic activity was expressed by the quantity
of starch consumed per unit of time by larvae (ng/min/larva).

2.4.5. In gel a-amylase assay

Polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis was carried out in a vertical
slab gel apparatus at 4 �C as described by Laemmli (1970).
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Figure 1 Effect of ingestion diet treated with harmine and starvation o

(n= 4 of 10 larvae). ((N = 52, df = 4) = 33.23, P < 0.00000, Coeff.
Samples were homogenized in 50 lL of buffer (0.5 M Tris,
10% glycerol and 0.1% bromophenol blue) and run on a
12% polyacrylamide gel in Tris–glycine buffer (pH 8.8), with

constant current set at 100 mA. A zymogram of amylase activ-
ity was carried out as described by Campos et al. (1989). After
separation, the gel was transferred into a solution of 2.5% Tri-

ton X-100 and left overnight, and then transferred to a sub-
strate/buffer solution (1% (w/v) gelatinized potato starch,
acetate (100 mM), NaCl (20 mM), CaCl2 (0.2 mM) at

pH 8.8) and incubated at 30 �C for 30 min. After rinsing the
gel in distilled water, amylolytic activity was stopped by trans-
ferring the gel to the staining solution (1.3% (w/v) I2 and 3%
(w/v) KI). After coloration, light bands against the dark back-

ground indicated the presence of a-amylase activity.

2.5. Statistical analysis

Statistical analyses were performed using Statistica Software
(Statistica, 1997). All data were checked for normality using
Shapiro–Wilk W-static and for homogeneity of variance by

Levene’s test. Difference in larval weight were analysed from
day 2 to 10 by a repeated-measures Friedman test and day
six by the Kruskal–Wallis test to compare all the several inde-

pendent groups. Cannibalism, larval mortality, pupation and
adult emergence data (percentages) were analyzed by re-
peated-measures ANOVA test, after logit transformation, fol-
lowed by Dunnett’s test for multiple comparisons with respect

to the control. Biochemical parameters data were analyzed
using one-way ANOVA followed by Dunnett’s test. The signif-
icance was tested at the P = 0.05 level.

3. Results

3.1. Effects of harmine on development parameters

3.1.1. Effect on larval weight

The results of weight change in treated, starved and control
larvae are shown in Fig. 1. A progressive decrease in treated

larvae weight was observed during the experiment. Overall
10 days after the beginning of the treatment, compared on
6 8 10
ays

0 ppm  500 ppm 
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n larval weight evolution of fifth instar Plodia interpunctella larvae

of concordance = 0.16, r = 0.14 Friedman test.)
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Figure 2 Effect of ingestion diet treated with harmine and starvation on cumulative cannibalism of fifth instar Plodia interpunctella

larvae (n= 4 of 10 larvae). Asterisks significantly different with respect to control (Dunnett’s, P 6 0.05).
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Figure 3 Effect of ingestion diet treated with harmine and starvation on cumulative larval mortality of fifth instar Plodia interpunctella

larvae (n= 4 of 10 larvae). Asterisks significantly different with respect to control (Dunnett’s, P 6 0.05).
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initial weight, the weight loss was 26%, 30%, 32% and 39%
for 250, 500, 750 and 1000 ppm, respectively. For starved lar-

vae, the weight loss was more pronounced. In contrast, control
larvae gained 54% in weight compared to their initial weight.
Difference between groups from day 2 to 10 is highly signifi-

cant (Friedman test) being the treatment of 250, 500, 750
and 1000 ppm as well as starved significantly different from
control group at day six.

3.1.2. Effect on cannibalism

The presence of harmine in the larval diet evoked cannibalis-
tic behaviour between larvae (Fig. 2). We noted the disap-

pearance of larval bodies in the treated batches from the
second day. After 8 days, it was 30% for 250 and 500 ppm,
32.5% and 7.5% for 750 and 1000 ppm, respectively. Canni-
balism appeared in the fourth day for larva treated with
1000 ppm with 2.5% and remained stable during the experi-

ment. For starved larva it reached its maximum at day eight
(30%).

3.1.3. Effect on larval mortality

Harmine provoked a high larval mortality (Fig. 3). Death of
larvae started 2 days after the beginning of the experiment
for larvae treated with 500, 750 and 1000 ppm, and at day four

for control and 250 ppm. The mortality was 50%, 65%, 60%
and 90% for the concentration of 250, 500, 750 and 1000 ppm,
respectively. In starved larvae, the mortality appeared just

2 days after treatment and it reached 70% just after 6 days.
Mortality of control larvae did not exceed 10% during the
observation period.
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Figure 5 Effect of ingestion diet treated with harmine and starvation on cumulative adult emergence of fifth instar Plodia interpunctella

larvae (n= 4 of 10 larvae). Asterisks significantly different with respect to control (Dunnett’s, P 6 0.05).
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3.1.4. Effect on pupation

Pupation of control larvae started at the eighth day of the
experiment (Fig. 4). The percentage of cumulated pupation in-

creased during the observation period and reached 90% over
16 days. Meanwhile, in treated larvae a delay of 2 days was re-
corded compared to the control. After 14 days the pupation

reached the maximum and it was 20%, 5%, 7.5% and 2.5%
for 250, 500, 750 and 1000 ppm, respectively. Pupation was
completely abolished in starved larvae.

3.1.5. Effect on adult emergence

As for pupation, this developmental parameter was signifi-
cantly affected by the presence of harmine in the larval diet

(Fig. 5). From these pupae, in insects treated at 500, 750 and
1000 ppm, adult emergence was completely inhibited. For

control adult emergence appeared 16 days after the begin-
ning of the experiment (80%), it reached its maximum at
day 22 (100%). For 250 ppm of harmine, we noted a delay

of 2 days when compared with controls, at the end of the
experiment, the percentage of adult emergence was 10%
for 250 ppm.
3.2. Effects of harmine on biochemical parameters

Biochemical results showed clearly that harmine induced a

decrease in protein, glycogen and lipid contents compared to
control larvae (Table 1). It also provoked a decrease of a-
amylase activity (Fig. 6 and Table 1).



Table 1 Effect of ingestion diet treated with harmine and starvation on protein, glycogen and lipid content as well as the activity of a-
amylase enzyme of fifth instar Plodia interpunctella larvae 7 days after exposure (n= 10).

Protein (lg/larvae) Glycogen (lg/larvae) Lipid (lg/larvae) a-Amylase activitya

Control 544 ± 22 36 ± 4.3 846 ± 27 10 ± 0.8

250 ppm 337 ± 24* 14 ± 3.2* 865 ± 24 7.3 ± 0.7*

500 ppm 177 ± 13* 12 ± 2.3* 730 ± 15* 7.3 ± 0.7*

750 ppm 155 ± 17* 8.2 ± 1.5* 827 ± 17 6.6 ± 0.6*

1000 ppm 119 ± 12* 5.9 ± 1.2* 761 ± 12* 4.3 ± 0.6*

Starved 187 ± 17* 2.9 ± 0.6* 570 ± 25* 7.0 ± 0.7*

Control harmine in vitro – – – 10 ± 0.9

a Specific activity as ng of substrate hydrolyzed/min/larvae.
* Significantly different with respect to control (Dunnett’s, P 6 0.05).
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3.2.1. Effect on protein, glycogen and lipid

Protein content was severely reduced in all groups as compared

with the control group at all doses (P 6 0.05); this content is
less reduced for starved larvae than for 250 ppm of harmine
(Table 1).

Glycogen level was remarkably reduced in all groups and

starved larvae compared with the control group in a dose-
dependent manner (Table 1) (P 6 0.05).

Harmine ingestion had a negative effect on total lipid (Ta-

ble 1). It was reduced for the doses 500 and 100 ppm compared
to control larvae. In larvae fed 250 ppm, the lipid content was
not affected. In contrast, for starved larvae, the lipid content

was strongly reduced. The Dunnett’s test showed that the dif-
ference between control and larvae fed 500 and 1000 ppm was
significant, as well as between control and starved larvae
(P 6 0.05).

3.2.2. Effect on a-amylase activity

Larvae fed harmine showed a dose dependent lowering of

a-amylase as compared to those fed control diet (Table 1).
In addition, the a-amylase activity is more reduced for the
1000 ppm group than for the starved group. Zymographic
analysis of a-amylase activity (Fig. 6) revealed that control lar-
Figure 6 Effect of ingestion diet treated with harmine and

starvation on the activity of a-amylase enzyme of fifth instar

Plodia interpunctella larvae. In gel expression. Lane 1: control;

lane 2: 250 ppm; lane 3: 1000 ppm; lane 4: starved larvae.
vae have four distinct a-amylase bands: two closely associated
with high intensity and two minor bands with much lower
intensity. In starved and treated larvae, the minor isoforms

were not observed and the major ones had a lower intensity.
The dosis of 1000 ppm provoked the most potent effect.

4. Discussion

4.1. Effects of harmine on development parameters

The data presented in this report clearly show that P. inter-
punctella is susceptible to harmine ingestion. Indeed, harmine
toxicity was manifested in larval weight loss (Fig. 1), cannibal-

ism (Fig. 2) and survival (Fig. 3) in addition to noticeable in-
sect development disruption. In fact, the ingestion of
harmine by P. interpunctella larvae provoked two categories

of metamorphic disorders: delay in pupation (Fig. 4) of survi-
vors and almost lack complete adult emergence (Fig. 5). Sim-
ilar perturbations were reported in insects feeding alkaloids.

For example, the effect of ingestion of alkaloids extract from
P. harmala was studied in S. gregaria and it caused a weight
loss, a significant mortality and a severe sexual maturity dis-
ruption in both males and females adults (Abbassi et al.,

2003). The effects of P. harmala methanolic extract provoked
larval growth inhibition in T. castaneum (Jbilou et al., 2008).
Heinz et al. (1996) showed that harmane and harmaline re-

duced growth and feeding in the fifth-instar larvae of Tricho-
plusia ni (Hübner). Similar disturbances have been observed
in many phytophagous insects after ingestion of various allelo-

chemicals belonging to other chemical families, as for example,
azadirachtin (family of limonoids – Mordue and Blackwell,
1993) and different phytoecdysteroids (family of steroids –
Marion-Poll et al., 2005). Overall, many plant secondary

metabolites affect insect behaviour, development and repro-
duction (Cox, 2004; Kubo, 2006).

P. interpunctella presents different susceptibility to other

allelochemicals. Indeed, after 20-hydroxyecdysone ingestion,
significant mortality, large weight loss and high cannibalism
between larvae were recorded. On the other hand, the 20-

hydroxyecdysone induced precocious pupation and adult
emergence (Rharrabe et al., 2009). With azadirachtin treat-
ment, an important larval and pupal mortality was noted in

P. interpunctella (Rharrabe et al., 2008).
In previous work, we have tested the effects of harmaline (an-

other b-carboline alkaloid) onP. interpunctella (Rharrabe et al.,
2007). Indeed, although there is small structural difference be-
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tween harmine (C13H12ON2) and harmaline (C13H15ON2), their
toxicity towards P. interpunctella was remarkably affected. In
general, harmaline was more toxic than harmine. The main dif-

ferences with the present study were: the weight loss is more
important for the treatment with harmaline than for harmine.
Moreover, harmaline causes an important larval mortality at

250 ppm, prevented pupation and inhibits adult emergence.
Thus, the effects of allelochemicals on insect pests not only

depend on the type of family of compound but also depend on

their structure.

4.2. Effect of harmine on nutriment level (protein, glycogen,
lipids and a-amylase)

Following harmine ingestion, a significant drop of energy
reserves was observed, especially in protein and glycogen con-
tents (Table 1). In contrast, the effect on lipid content (Table

1) was much weaker; possibly because the lipids metabolism is
less important in larvae instar if we compared with adult instar.
In general, the lipid content of the fat body increases continu-

ously during the larval period of holometabolous insects and
it is mobilised in adult life stages to support flight, to travel, to
support embryogenesis and in general roles such as energy pro-

vision,membrane formation and repair (Beenakkers et al., 1985;
Arrese et al., 2001; Canavoso et al., 2001; Ziegler and Van Ant-
werpen, 2006). In addition, there is no remarkable effect on lip-
ids, possibly becausewe have analyzed the total lipids. Perhaps if

we analyse each class of lipids (as triacylglycerols, diacylglyce-
rols and phospholipids) separately we could observe a signifi-
cant decrease in one or more class following harmine treatment.

Overall, the depletion of energy reserves could be due to
high mobilization of these metabolites to compensate the lack
of nutriments caused by the drug stress owing to a cytotoxic

effect on midgut epithelial cells as well as to a reduction of
their synthesis. In fact, we have demonstrated that harmaline
ingestion caused a very marked cytotoxicity and severe disor-

ganization of proteosynthetic organelles of the midgut epithe-
lial cells of P. interpunctella larvae (Rharrabe et al., 2007).

Investigations on various insect species have shown a
depression or an inhibition of energy reserves including lipids

content. For example, after ingestion of jatropherol-I by Bom-
byx mori (L.) (Jing et al., 2005), after Neem Oil treatment in
Choristoneura rosaceana (Harris) (Smirle et al., 1996) and after

azadirachtin treatment in some insects as Locusta migratoria
(L.) (Rembold et al., 1987), Labidura riparia (Pallas) (Sayah
et al., 1996) and Spodoptera litura (F.) (Huang et al., 2004).

As well as in P. interpunctella after ingestion of harmaline
(Rharrabe et al., 2007), of azadirachtin (Rharrabe et al.,
2008) and of 20-hydroxyecdysone (Rharrabe et al., 2009).

Our results show that a-amylase activity (Table 1) is reduced

after harmine ingestion. This reduction was not due to an inter-
action between harmine and enzyme (there is no difference be-
tween in vivo and in vitro results). Thus, the reduction of the

activity of this enzyme could be due to a cytotoxic effect of har-
mine on midgut epithelial cells as is the case of harmaline.

Many plant defence compounds include enzyme inhibitors

that act on insect gut digestive enzymes as hydrolases, protein-
ases and a-amylases (Ryan, 1990; Franco et al., 2002). Indeed,
several authors reported that, for example, the ingestion of

azadirachtin by S. litura (and Cnaphalocrocis medinalis Gue-
née) (Senthil Nathan et al., 2005a,b) caused a decrease in gut
enzyme activities.
Starved P. interpunctella larvae also displayed a marked
disruption of development and a severe decrease in energy re-
serves and a-amylase activity. However, the intensity of these

perturbations was more pronounced than those caused by har-
mine ingestion. For example, the weight loss was more pro-
nounced in starved larvae than in larvae fed harmine. On the

other hand, the insect development to pupal stage was com-
pletely prevented in starved larvae.

5. Conclusion

In summary, this work establishes clearly the susceptibility of
P. interpunctella to harmine ingestion. It would be of interest

to check the activity of alkaloids mixture on P. interpunctella
in order to determine if there is a synergic effect. Indeed, exper-
iments are in progress to determine the effects of harmine/har-

maline mixture on P. interpunctella.
The use of alkaloids as bioinsectidal is not an alternative for

the methods used currently for pest control but they represent
interesting molecules to improve the integrated pest manage-

ment program, to decrease the parasitic pressure exerted by in-
sects on plants by using other efficient and environmental-
friendly practices.
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Contribution of individual cytochrome P450 isozymes to the

Odemethylation of the psychotropic beta-carboline alkaloids har-

maline and harmine. J. Pharmacol. Exp. Ther. 305, 315–322.

Ziegler, R., Van Antwerpen, R., 2006. Lipid uptake by insect oocytes.

Insect Biochem. Mol. Biol. 36, 264–272.

Zöllner, N., Krich, K., 1996. The quantitative determination of lipids

(micromethod) by means of sulphosphovanillin reaction common

to many natural lipids (all known plasma lipids). Zeit. Ges. Exp.

Med. 135, 545–561.


	Dietary effects of harmine, a β-carboline alkalo
	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	Insect culture
	Treatment
	Post-embryonic development
	Biochemical analyses
	Protein determination
	Glycogen determination
	Lipid determination
	α-Amylase assay
	In gel α-amylase assay

	Statistical analysis

	Results
	Effects of harmine on development parameters
	Effect on larval weight
	Effect on cannibalism
	Effect on larval mortality
	Effect on pupation
	Effect on adult emergence

	Effects of harmine on biochemical parameters
	Effect on protein, glycogen and lipid
	Effect on α-amylase activity


	Discussion
	Effects of harmine on development parameters
	Effect of harmine on nutriment level (protein, g

	Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	References


