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I read the studies by Albert et al. [1, 2] with great interest. Of
note both studies were published in 2013 and both clearly
state ‘no competing interests’. The MAST (Modic Antibiotic
Spine Therapy) Medical™ (http://www.mastmedical.com)
website demonstrates that three of the study’s authors are
members of the ‘MAST Academy’. Of note MAST Medi-
cal™ accepts payments from both clinicians and patients for
various services relating to the diagnosis and treatment of
lower back pain. A simple search of the Companies House
website (http://www.companieshouse.gov.uk/) reveals that
the companies ‘MAST MEDICAL EDUCATIONAL SER-
VICES LIMITED’ and ‘MAST MEDICAL CONCEPT
LIMITED’ were both incorporated in April 2010. It is also
notable that both Hanne Albert and Claus Manniche have
been named directors of these companies since May 2010. I
find it hard to see how these important facts have not been
declared by the authors as a conflict of interest in both
studies.
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