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Abstract

Background: Extra-Corporeal Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) therapy is associated with high risk of neurologic injury.
But the mechanism of neurologic injury during and/or after ECMO therapy is still unclear. Recent animal experiments
confirmed that ECMO treatment increases the immune inflammatory response. The aim of this study is to investigate
the effect of VW- ECMO on immune inflammatory response of cerebral tissues and neurological impairment.

Methods: 18 porcine were randomly divided into control, sham and ECMO group (n = 6/group). ECMO was run 24 h
in the ECMO group, and serum collected at 0, 2, 6, 12 and 24 h during ECMO treatment for the analysis of cytokine
(IL-183, IL-6, IL-10, TNF-a) and cerebral injury specific biomarker STOOB and NSE. After 24 h ECMO treatment, all animals
were euthanized and cerebral tissues (hypothalamus, hippocampus and cortex) were collected for measure of MRNA
and protein levels of cytokine (IL-1(3, IL-6, IL-10, TNF-a).

Results: The results during ECMO treatment showed that all the pro-inflammation cytokines were increased
significantly after 2 h, and anti-inflammation IL-10 showed transient hoist in the first 2 h in serum. After 24 h ECMO
therapy, the mRNA levels of pro-inflammation cytokines and anti-inflammation IL-10 were simultaneously up-regulated
in cerebral tissues (hypothalamus, hippocampus and cortex). And protein concentrations also showed different
increasing levels in cerebral tissues. However, during the ECMO treatment, ST00B and NSE protein in serum did not
change significantly.

Conclusion: These findings suggest VW-ECMO treatment can not only lead to immune inflammatory response in
blood, but can also produce immune and inflammatory response in cerebral tissues. However the extent of immune
inflammation was not sufficient to cause significant neurological impairment in this study. But the correlation between
cerebral inflammatory response and cerebral impairment need to further explore.
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Background

Since 1972, when Extra-Corporeal Membrane Oxyge-
nation (ECMO) was, for the first time, reported as therapy
for adult respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) successfully
[1], ECMO has been considered as an effective means of
treatment for the severe ARDS patients, and the success
rate is between 53 to 76% [2-5]. In ARDS patients, 70-
100% of survivors exhibit a distinctive neurological im-
pairment [6,7]. Hypoxia and immune inflammatory re-
sponse is a key factor for ARDS patients’ neurological
impairment [6,7]. Therefore, in theory, ECMO possibly
improves cerebral dysfunction in ARDS patients by in-
creasing oxygen supply to cerebral tissues. The recent
ECMO therapy’s successful application to cardiopulmo-
nary and brain resuscitation procedures proved that it
may have a protective effect on brain function [8].

However, ECMO therapy is associated with high risk
of neurologic injury. Poor neurologic outcomes have
been reported in as many as 10- 60% of survivors [9-11].
But the mechanism of neurologic injury during and/or
after ECMO therapy is still unclear. More recent animal
experiments confirmed that after two hours of ECMO
treatment, blood and tissues (liver, lung, intestinal and
renal) inflammatory cytokines’ (IL-1f, IL-6, IL-8, TNF-a)
expression was significantly increased [12]. Another ex-
perimental study showed that ECMO treatment can lead
to damage of the intestinal mucosal barrier, bacterial
translocation, and increased systemic immune inflamma-
tory response [13]. However, it is uncertain whether
ECMO treatment can lead to immune inflammatory
response as peripheral in cerebral tissues.

Once these inflammatory cytokines are produced in
the brain, or if there is a high expression of these inflam-
matory cytokines in the brain itself, they will damage the
cerebral tissues. For example, this can lead to nerve cell
apoptosis and necrosis [14,15], glial cells, neurons,
axonal injury, and brain tissue edema [16,17], neuro-
transmitter transporter obstacles [18], the destruction of
the blood—brain barrier [15]and increased oxidative
stress injury of the brain tissue [19]and so on. This may
be disastrous for ARDS patients. Therefore, in this study,
the effect of the venovenous (V-V) ECMO therapy on
cerebral tissues’ immune inflammatory response will be
explored and we will further investigate whether the im-
mune inflammatory response can cause neurologic in-
jury by normal porcine model.

Methods

Animal preparation

This study was approved by the Animal Care Committee
of Jingling Hospital. Twelve piglets of either sex weighed
(30.1 + 2.8) kg. Before induction of anesthesia, the animals re-
ceived ketamine (20 mg/kgIM), diazepam (8 mg/kgIM), and
atropine (0.1 mg/kg IM). Later ketamine (10-20 mg/kg/hr IV)
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and diazepam (8 mg/kg/hr IV) were infused to main-
tain anesthesia.

Mechanical ventilation strategy

After performing tracheotomy and placing an internal
diameter 6.0-cm tracheal tube, mechanical ventilation
was established using volume-controlled mode with an
FIO2 of 0.21 and the positive end-expiratory pressure was
set at 5 mmHg.Tidal volumes were adjusted to 5-8 mL/kg
at 15 breath/min.

Establishment of the catheter and grouping

A 16G venous catheter was placed into the left internal
jugular vein to administer Ringer’s lactate at a rate of
3 ml/kg/hr initially. The rate was increased to maintain
the mean arterial pressure above 60 mmHg. A 16G catheter
was positioned into the right femoral artery to monitor
blood pressure.

After baseline measurements, animals were randomly
divided into three groups: Control group, Sham group
(to verify whether the required ECMO operative proce-
dure affected the results) and ECMO group (VV-ECMO,
n = 6/group). After heparin (150 U/kg IV) was given as
a bolus to the sham and ECMO groups, a 14F
Biomedicus venous drainage cannula (MedtronicPerfusion
Systems, Minneapolis, MN) was inserted into the right
femoral vein. Another 14F Biomedicus arterial cannula
(MedtronicPerfusion Systems, Minneapolis, MN) was
used for venous infusion and inserted into the internal
jugular vein. Heparin was infused to keep the whole blood
activated clotting time (ACT) at 180-220 s. Placement of
cannula was confirmed by ultrasonograph.

Experimental protocol

In the sham group, the vascular venous cannula was oc-
cluded at 0 hour. The VV-ECMO was established at 0
hour. VV-ECMO procedure is as follows: The ECMO
circuit (Quadrox PLS, Maquet, Germany) was primed
with 500 ml Voluven and 200-300 ml Ringer’s lactate.
The venovenous-ECMO system consisted of a centrifu-
gal pump (Rota flow Console, Maquet, Germany), and a
heat exchanger (Heater-Cooler Unit HCU 30, Maquet,
Germany) maintaining temperature at 37°C. Sweep gas
was 100% oxygen at a flow rate equal to the blood flow
rate (1:1). Blood in the circuit was drained from the right
femoral vein and infused into the right internal jugular

vein at the rate of 50 ml/kg 'min™.

Sample collection

Blood samples (at 0, 2, 6, 12, 24 hours during ECMO
running) were collected from the right femoral artery for
measurement of TNF-a, IL-1beta, IL-6, IL-10, S100B
and NSE. Blood serum was centrifuged at 2500 rpm for
15 min at 4°C, and the serum was stored at -70°C.
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For cerebral tissues’ cytokine measurement, all animals
were euthanized with a bolus injection of potassium
chloride (40 ml, 0.1 g/ml) at 24 hours of ECMO treat-
ment. Frontal cortex, hippocampus, and hypothalamus
were dissected on ice. All brain regions were extracted
in 1 mL extraction buffer/100 mg tissue. Cerebral tissue
samples were homogenized in an ice-cold lysis buffer
containing 137 mM NaCl, 20 mM Tris — HCI (pH 8.0),
1% NP40, 10% glycerol, 1 mM PMSF 10 p g/mL aprotinin,
1 p g/mL leupetin, and 0.5 mM sodium vanadate. The tis-
sue homogenate solutions were centrifuged with 14000 x g
for 25 min at 4°C. The supernatants were collected and
stored at — 80°C until analysis.

Measurement of protein levels of cytokines, S100B and
NSE in serum and cerebral tissues

Quantification of serum and cerebral tissues TNF-a, IL-
1beta, IL-6, IL-10, S100B and NSE protein levels were
assessed by ELISA kit (R&D Systems, Munich, Germany),
according to manufacturer’s instructions. Cytokine results,
reported as pg/mL of serum or per gram of tissue (pg/g)
were expressed as mean values + SD. Where indicated,
cytokine amounts were also normalized to protein con-
tent. In this case, the cytokine concentration of total pro-
tein in the brain extracts was measured by Bradford assay
(BioRad Laboratories). S100B and NSE reported as pg/L
were expressed as mean values + SD.

Real-time PCR RNA preparation and analysis of

expression of cytokine genes in cerebral tissues

At 24 h ECMO treatment, frontal cortex, hippocampus,
and hypothalamus were collected and stored at-80°C
until analysis. The total RNA from the sorted cerebral
tissues was isolated using Trizol reagent. Once isolated,
5 pg of total RNA was reverse transcribed to yield
c¢DNA. For each sample, 1 ul cDNA was added to a 50 pl
PCR containing 0.5 pl primer, 8 pul SYBR green I premix
and 11.3 pl ddH20O. The PCR temperature profile
consisted of a single cycle at 95°C for 10 min; 40 cycles for
15 s at 95°C, for 15 s at 60°C, and for 20 s at 72°C (exten-
sion), and a final cycle at 72°C for 2 min. Real-time quanti-
tative PCR was performed using a Rotor Gene 3000
system (Corbet, Australia). Gene expression was analyzed
using the Rotor-Gene Real-Time Analysis Software 6.1.
GAPDH was used as an internal control gene in order to
normalize the PCRs for the amount of RNA added to the
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reverse transcription reactions. The primer sequences are
shown in Table 1.

Results
TNF-a, IL-1B, IL-6 and IL-10 proteins concentrations in
serum (Figure 1)

Compared with the control group, the inflammatory
cytokines (TNF-a, IL-1p, IL-6 and IL-10) did not show
significant change in the sham operation group (at each
time point, P > 0.05). After 2 h ECMO therapy, the num-
ber of pro-inflammatory cytokines TNF-a, IL-1f and IL-6
in the ECMO group was significantly higher than that of
control group. Anti-inflammatory cytokine IL-10 showed
a transient raise in the first two hours after ECMO treat-
ment, and then decreased to normal levels gradually.

TNF-a, IL-1B, IL-6 and IL-10 proteins concentrations in
cerebral tissues (Figure 2)

There was no statistical difference between the control
and sham groups (p>0.05). After 24 h ECMO treat-
ment, pro-inflammation cytokine IL-1p, IL-6, TNF-a,
and anti-inflammation cytokine IL-10 protein concentra-
tions in the hypothalamus were notably higher than
those of the control group (p<0.05). Although there
was no change in the hippocampus IL-1fprotein con-
centrations in the control and ECMO groups (p > 0.05),
the IL-6, IL-10 and TNF-a showed a substantial increase
(p <0.05). In the cortex region, only IL-1Pprotein con-
centrations were higher than that of the control group
(p <0.05).

TNF-a, IL-1B, IL-6 and IL-10 mRNA expression in cerebral
tissues (Figure 3)

There was no statistical difference between the control
and sham groups (p > 0.05). After ECMO treatment, all
the cytokine expression of mRNA showed a significant
up-regulation compared with the control group in the
three brain regions.

S100B and NSE concentrations proteins in serum
(Figure 4)

There was no statistical difference between the control
and sham groups for S100B and NSE (p > 0.05). During
ECMO treatment, S100B and NSE protein increased
slightly, but there was no statistical difference between
the control and ECMO groups either (p > 0.05).

Table 1 The primer sequences of the cytokine (TNF-a, IL-18, IL-6 and IL-10)

Reverse

Forward
TNF-a 5'-TTGCCAGAGGGAGACCCCCG-3'
IL-1B8 5'- GGAAACTCCAAAGGCCGCCA-3'

IL-6 5-ACAAATGCCGGCCTGCTGGA-3'
5'- TGCCCCACATGCTCCGGGAA-3'

IL-10

5-CGGGCAGGTTGATCTCGGCA-3
5- GCTTCGGGGTTCTTCAGCCCA-3
5~ ATGCCCGTGGACGGCATCAA-3'
5-CCGGTCAGCAACAAGTCGCCC3
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Figure 1 Effects of ECMO therapy on cytokine (IL-1, IL-6, IL-10 and TNF-a) in serum. The levels of cytokine (IL-1, IL-6, IL-10 and TNF-a) were
assessed 0, 2 6, 12 and 24 hours post-ECMO treatment by using specific ELISA. Results are reported as histograms representing the cytokine mean
concentrations with SD. Asterisks inside the graphs indicate the significance of comparison with control group: *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01.
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Figure 2 Effects of ECMO therapy on cerebral tissues expression of cytokines at 24 hour’s post-ECMO treatment. The levels of cytokine
(IL-1, IL-6, IL-10 and TNF-a) were assessed 24 hours post-ECMO treatment by using specific ELISA, as described in the Methods section. Results are
reported as histograms representing the cytokine mean concentrations with SD. Asterisks inside the graphs indicate the significance of comparison
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Figure 3 Effects of ECMO therapy on cerebral tissues mRNA expression of cytokines after 24 hour's ECMO treatment. The mRNA levels
of cytokine (IL-1, IL-6, IL-10 and TNF-a) were assessed 24 hours post-ECMO treatment by Real-time PCR, as described in the Methods section.
Results are reported as histograms representing the cytokine mRNA mean levels with SD. Asterisks inside the graphs indicate the significance of
comparison with control group: *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01.

Discussion However, ECMO is associated with high risk of neuro-
ECMO has been considered an effective means of ther- logic injury. Poor neurologic outcomes have been
apy for the severe ARDS patients, and the efficiency rate  reported in as many as 10-60% of survivors [9]. The
has been between 53 and 76% [2-5]. Hypoxia is the main  study reported that 58% patients developed clinical
pathophysiological and physiological characteristic of neurological syndrome including epilepsy, fatigue, patho-
ARDS that causes systemic organ injury. So ECMO ther- logical pupil and postpone sober [20], neuropsycho-
apy possibly improves high incidence of cerebral dys- logical disorders and movement disorders [20], cerebral
function in ARDS patients (70-100%) by increasing the edema [20] and brain atrophy [10], 52% showed symp-
oxygen supply to the brain tissue, which is most sensi- toms of neuroimaging abnormalities, and 41% of EEG
tive to hypoxia, theoretically. The recent successful ap-  abnormalities [11]. The mechanism of neurologic injury
plication of ECMO therapy to cardiopulmonary and during and/or after ECMO therapy is still unclear.

brain resuscitation procedures have proved that it may Recent research reported that imbalance of immune in-
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therapy. Due to various reasons like circulating blood ex-
posure to foreign surface of ECMO circuit, blood flow
shear stress, expression of cytokine and activation of com-
plement system, abnormality of coagulation and fibrinolysis
system etc., neutrophils are activated, ultimately resulting in
the abnormal activation of systemic immune response
[12,21]. In this experiment, we also observed that the per-
ipheral serum pro-inflammatory cytokine TNF-a, IL-6 and
IL-1B concentrations were raised rapidly after two hours
during the ECMO treatment. And anti-inflammatory IL-10
presented a short term increase during the first two hours
of ECMO. However, it is uncertain whether ECMO treat-
ment can also lead to a peripheral immune inflammatory
response in cerebral tissues.

Lots of investigations confirmed that peripheral circu-
lating inflammatory cytokines such as TNF-a, IL-1p and
IL-6 can invade into the brain through perventricular organ
or transport mechanism of vascular endothelial cells
[22-24]. These cytokines can also recruit other inflamma-
tory mediators into brain tissue [25]. They can also injure
the blood-brain barrier (BBB) and increase the permeabi-
lity of BBB [24,26,27]. In our study, we found that after 24 h
ECMO treatment, all of the pro-inflammation and anti-
inflammation cytokine mRNA expressed were significantly
up-regulated in the hypothalamus, the hippocampus and
the cortex. The gene post-transcriptional levels of pro-
inflammation cytokine IL-1B, IL-6, TNF-a and anti-
inflammation cytokine IL-10 increased notably to different
levels in the hypothalamus, or/and the hippocampus and
the cortex. The results indicate that ECMO therapy can
lead to immune inflammatory response of brain tissue.

Mountains of studies show that cytokine manifest toxicity
on cerebral tissues. Brain ventricles or parenchyma injec-
tion of IL-1p may aggravate ischemic brain injury [28]. IL-1f
and TNEF-a, which inject into the brain, can lead to abnor-
mal animal behavior [29]. Given IL-1( receptor antagonist
(IL-1RA) will reduce the brain injury and death of the
cranial nerves [30]. TNF-a and IL-1p can activate the
hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal (HPA) axis, the autonomic
nervous system and the nucleus of neurons and glia, alter
the expression of neurotransmitters, affect the permeability
of cerebral blood vessels, and result in brain edema, brain
cells apoptosis and brain tissue remodeling [18,31-34].

To investigate the effect of immune inflammatory re-
sponse of cerebral tissues after ECMO therapy on neuro-
logical impairment, we measured the cerebral injury
specific biomarker S100B and NSE (Neuron -specific Eno-
lase) in serum [35,36]. S100B is most abundant in the glial
cells of the central nervous system (CNS), mainly in astro-
cytes. Neuron-specific Enolase are present almost exclu-
sively in the cytoplasm of neurons (y-y isoenzyme) and
neuroendocrine cells (a—y isoenzyme). Our data showed
that ECMO treatment did not increase the concentrations
of S100 and NSE in serum. This indicates that although
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the cerebral tissue appeared to develop immune inflam-
matory response during the ECMO procedure, it did not
result in notable neurological impairment.

Our experimental findings seem to be in contradiction
with the current studies (no significant neurological im-
pairment versus poor neurologic outcomes). The main
reasons include: first, in the study, the VV-ECMO bypass
method was used rather than the venoarterial (V-A)
ECMO method. Current studies believe the injuries were
observed mainly in patients treated with VA-ECMO
[10,11,37]. This is because in the VA-ECMO model ra-
ther than in the VV-ECMO model [11,37], the carotid
artery needs to be ligated and nonpulsatile flow gene-
rated in the brain, which results in loss of autoregulation,
hypoxia and ischemia in the brain. In addition, the blood
is returned directly into the artery in VA-ECMO. How-
ever, the lungs function as a filter in the VV-ECMO
model [11]. Secondly, in order to deplete the effect of the
disease itself on the experimental results, normal pig
model was used as the experiment subject. In other
words, the neurological impairment may be related to
the disease itself rather than to ECMO therapy. Thirdly,
the increasing extent of pro-inflammatory cytokines is
not sufficient to cause brain injury. At the same time,
the anti-inflammatory cytokine IL-10 also increased in
cerebral tissues. A number of studies confirmed that the
anti-inflammatory cytokine IL-10 has a significant pro-
tective effect on brain injury [38,39].

In this study, there are some limitations. First, to in-
vestigate the effect of ECMO technology on brain injury,
we used a normal pig model as the experiment subject.
Although it can rule out the effect of the disease itself
on the experimental results, it does not reflect the rela-
tionship of pathophysiological changes between various
diseases and ECMO treatment. Secondly, this study did
not check morphology alteration to determine brain in-
jury. Although S100B and NSE are specific biomarkers
for neurological injury, they cannot offer response to the
extent of cerebral tissue injury.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the results of our study showed VV-ECMO
treatment can not only lead to immune inflammatory re-
sponse in blood, but can also produce immune and in-
flammatory response in cerebral tissues. However the
extent of immune inflammation was not sufficient to
cause significant neurological impairment in this study.
But the correlation between cerebral inflammatory re-
sponse and cerebral impairment need to further explore.
The study results may provide a basis for the development
of treatment strategies for neurologic injury during and/or
ECMO therapy in clinical practice. And the results of this
study suggest that clinical ECMO treatment may need to
be used in conjunction with an anti-inflammation therapy.



Chen et al. Journal of Cardiothoracic Surgery 2013, 8:186
http://www.cardiothoracicsurgery.org/content/8/1/186

Abbreviations
ECMO: Extra-corporeal membrane oxygenation; V-A: Venoarterial;
V-V: Venovenous; BBB: Blood-brain barrier.

Competing interests

The authors declare that they have no competing interests. This research
was supported by National Natural Science Foundation (81270884),
Jiangsu Province Special Program of Medical science (BL2012006),

Grant for 12th five-year plan major project (AWS11J03), Grant for 12th five-
year plan major project (WS12J001), Jiangsu Province's Key Medical Talent
Program (RC2011128).

Authors' contributions

QC, J Shi and J Shen participated in the collection of data. NL and WY
conceived and designed this study. TG, JZ and FX did the statistical analysis.
QC, YH and JG wrote the first draft of the paper and JL commented on

the draft. All other authors provided comments and approved the final
manuscript.

Acknowledgements
We thank Professor Qiurong Li and Shifeng Yu for their help in measurement
of indices and sample collection.

Received: 10 June 2013 Accepted: 19 August 2013
Published: 29 August 2013

References

1. Hill JD, O'Brien TG, Murray JJ, et al: Prolonged extracorporeal
oxygenation for acute post-traumatic respiratory failure (shock-lung
syndrome). Use of the Bramson membrane lung. N Engl J Med 1972,
286(12):629-634.

2. Noah MA, Peek GJ, Finney SJ, et al- Referral to an extracorporeal
membrane oxygenation center and mortality among patients with
severe 2009 influenza A(HIN1). JAMA 2011, 306(15):1659-1668.

3. Peek GJ, Mugford M, Tiruvoipati R, et al- Efficacy and economic
assessment of conventional ventilatory support versus extracorporeal
membrane oxygenation for severe adult respiratory failure (CESAR):

a multicentre randomised controlled trial. Lancet 2009,
374(9698):1351-1363.

4. Beiderlinden M, Eikermann M, Boes T, Breitfeld C, Peters J: Treatment of
severe acute respiratory distress syndrome: role of extracorporeal gas
exchange. Intensive Care Med 2006, 32(10):1627-1631.

5. Mols G, Loop T, Geiger K, Farthmann E, Benzing A: Extracorporeal membrane
oxygenation: a ten-year experience. Am J Surg 2000, 180(2):144-154.

6.  Bickenbach J, Biener |, Czaplik M, et al: Neurological outcome after
experimental lung injury. Respir Physiol Neurobiol 2011, 179(2-3):174-180.

7. Hopkins RO, Weaver LK, Pope D, Orme JF, Bigler ED, Larson-LOHR V:
Neuropsychological sequelae and impaired health status in survivors of
severe acute respiratory distress syndrome. Am J Respir Crit Care Med
1999, 160(1):50-56.

8. Guenther U, Varelmann D, Putensen C, Wrigge H: Extended
therapeutic hypothermia for several days during extracorporeal
membrane-oxygenation after drowning and cardiac arrest Two cases
of survival with no neurological sequelae. Resuscitation 2009,
80(3):379-381.

9. Bembea MM, Savage W, Strouse JJ, et al- Glial fibrillary acidic protein as a
brain injury biomarker in children undergoing extracorporeal membrane
oxygenation. Pediatr Crit Care Med 2011, 12(5):572-579.

10. Bulas D, Glass P: Neonatal ECMO: neuroimaging and neurodevelopmental
outcome. Semin Perinatol 2005, 29(1):58-65.

11, Risnes |, Wagner K, Nome T, et al- Cerebral outcome in adult patients
treated with extracorporeal membrane oxygenation. Ann Thorac Surg
2006, 81(4):1401-1406.

12. MclLwain RB, Timpa JG, Kurundkar AR, et al: Plasma concentrations of
inflammatory cytokines rise rapidly during ECMO-related SIRS due to
the release of preformed stores in the intestine. Lab Invest 2010,
90(1):128-139.

13. Kurundkar AR, Killingsworth CR, Mcllwain RB, et al: Extracorporeal
membrane oxygenation causes loss of intestinal epithelial barrier in the
newborn piglet. Pediatr Res 2010, 68(2):128-133.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Page 7 of 8

Stolp HB, Dziegielewska KM: Review: Role of developmental inflammation
and blood-brain barrier dysfunction in neurodevelopmental and
neurodegenerative diseases. Neuropathol Appl Neurobiol 2009, 35(2):132-146.
Aktas O, Ullrich O, Infante-Duarte C, Nitsch R, Zipp F: Neuronal damage in
brain inflammation. Arch Neurol 2007, 64(2):185-189.

Jiang W, Desjardins P, Butterworth RF: Cerebral inflammation contributes
to encephalopathy and brain edema in acute liver failure: protective
effect of minocycline. J Neurochem 2009, 109(2):485-493.

Nimmo AJ, Cernak |, Heath DL, Hu X, Bennett CJ, Vink R: Neurogenic
inflammation is associated with development of edema and functional
deficits following traumatic brain injury in rats. Neuropeptides 2004, 38(1):40-47.
Denes A, Thornton P, Rothwell NJ, Allan SM: Inflammation and brain
injury: acute cerebral ischaemia, peripheral and central inflammation.
Brain Behav Immun 2010, 24(5):708-723.

Yang MS, Min KJ, Joe E: Multiple mechanisms that prevent excessive
brain inflammation. J Neurosci Res 2007, 85(11):2298-2305.

Lidegran MK, Mosskin M, Ringertz HG, Frenckner BP, Linden VB: Cranial CT
for diagnosis of intracranial complications in adult and pediatric patients
during ECMO: Clinical benefits in diagnosis and treatment. Acad Radiol
2007, 14(1):62-71.

Mildner RJ, Taub N, Vyas JR, et al: Cytokine imbalance in infants receiving
extracorporeal membrane oxygenation for respiratory failure.

Biol Neonate 2005, 88(4):321-327.

Elmquist JK, Scammell TE, Saper CB: Mechanisms of CNS response to
systemic immune challenge: the febrile response. Trends Neurosci 1997,
20(12):565-570.

Banks WA, Ortiz L, Plotkin SR, Kastin AJ: Human interleukin (IL) 1 alpha,
murine IL-1 alpha and murine IL-1 beta are transported from blood to
brain in the mouse by a shared saturable mechanism. J Pharmacol Exp
Ther 1991, 259(3):988-996.

Webb AA, Muir GD: The blood-brain barrier and its role in inflammation.
J Vet Intern Med 2000, 14(4):399-411.

Ransohoff RM, Tani M: Do chemokines mediate leukocyte recruitment in
post-traumatic CNS inflammation. Trends Neurosci 1998, 21(4):154-159.
Duchini A, Govindarajan S, Santucci M, Zampi G, Hofman FM: Effects of
tumor necrosis factor-alpha and interleukin-6 on fluid-phase
permeability and ammonia diffusion in CNS-derived endothelial cells.

J Investig Med 1996, 44(8):474-482.

Deli MA, Descamps L, Dehouck MP, et al: Exposure of tumor necrosis
factor-alpha to luminal membrane of bovine brain capillary endothelial
cells cocultured with astrocytes induces a delayed increase of
permeability and cytoplasmic stress fiber formation of actin. J Neurosci
Res 1995, 41(6):717-726.

Stroemer RP, Rothwell NJ: Exacerbation of ischemic brain damage by
localized striatal injection of interleukin-1beta in the rat. J Cereb Blood
Flow Metab 1998, 18(8):833-839.

Van DAM, Brouns M, Louisse S, Berkenbosch F: Appearance of interleukin-1
in macrophages and in ramified microglia in the brain of endotoxin-
treated rats: a pathway for the induction of non-specific symptoms of
sickness. Brain Res 1992, 588(2):291-296.

Relton JK, Rothwell NJ: Interleukin-1 receptor antagonist inhibits
ischaemic and excitotoxic neuronal damage in the rat. Brain Res Bull
1992, 29(2):243-246.

Abbott NJ: Inflammatory mediators and modulation of blood-brain
barrier permeability. Cell Mol Neurobiol 2000, 20(2):131-147.

Dinarello CA: Infection, fever, and exogenous and endogenous pyrogens:
some concepts have changed. J Endotoxin Res 2004, 10(4):201-222.

Dunn AJ: Cytokine activation of the HPA axis. Ann N Y Acad Sci 2000,
917:608-617.

Dunn AJ: Effects of cytokines and infections on brain neurochemistry.
Clin Neurosci Res 2006, 6(1-2):52-68.

Jeter CB, Hergenroeder GW, Hylin MJ, Redell JB, Moore AN, Dash PK:
Biomarkers for the diagnosis and prognosis of mild traumatic brain
injury/concussion. J Neurotrauma 2013, 30(8):657-670.

Papa L, Ramia MM, Kelly JM, Burks SS, Pawlowicz A, Berger RP: Systematic
Review of Clinical Research on Biomarkers for Pediatric Traumatic Brain
Injury. J Neurotrauma 2013, 30(5):324-338.

Barrett CS, Bratton SL, Salvin JW, Laussen PC, Rycus PT, Thiagarajan RR:
Neurological injury after extracorporeal membrane oxygenation use to
aid pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Pediatr Crit Care Med 2009,
10(4):445-451.



Chen et al. Journal of Cardiothoracic Surgery 2013, 8:186 Page 8 of 8
http://www.cardiothoracicsurgery.org/content/8/1/186

38. Meyer U, Murray PJ, Urwyler A, Yee BK, Schedlowski M, Feldon J: Adult
behavioral and pharmacological dysfunctions following disruption of the
fetal brain balance between pro-inflammatory and IL-10-mediated anti-
inflammatory signaling. Mol Psychiatry 2008, 13(2):208-221.

39. Londono D, Carvajal J, Strle K, Kim KS, Cadavid D: IL-10 Prevents apoptosis of
brain endothelium during bacteremia. J Immunol 2011, 186(12):7176-7186.

doi:10.1186/1749-8090-8-186

Cite this article as: Chen et al: The effect of venovenous extra-corporeal
membrane oxygenation (ECMO) therapy on immune inflammatory
response of cerebral tissues in porcine model. Journal of Cardiothoracic
Surgery 2013 8:186.

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of:

¢ Convenient online submission

¢ Thorough peer review

* No space constraints or color figure charges

¢ Immediate publication on acceptance

¢ Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

* Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at ( -
www.biomedcentral.com/submit BiolVed Central




	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusion

	Background
	Methods
	Animal preparation
	Mechanical ventilation strategy
	Establishment of the catheter and grouping
	Experimental protocol
	Sample collection
	Measurement of protein levels of cytokines, S100B and NSE in serum and cerebral tissues
	Real-time PCR RNA preparation and analysis of expression of cytokine genes in cerebral tissues

	Results
	TNF-a, IL-1β, IL-6 and IL-10 proteins concentrations in serum (Figure 1)
	TNF-a, IL-1β, IL-6 and IL-10 proteins concentrations in cerebral tissues (Figure 2)
	TNF-a, IL-1β, IL-6 and IL-10 mRNA expression in cerebral tissues (Figure 3)
	S100B and NSE concentrations proteins in serum (Figure 4)

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Abbreviations
	Competing interests
	Authors' contributions
	Acknowledgements
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.440 793.440]
>> setpagedevice


