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Brain abscesses are rare, life-threatening infections: odontogenic origin is rarely ad-

vocate as the cause of these infections. Neurological manifestation which depend on

the involved site (i.e. epilepsy, hemiparesis, hemiparesthesia, aphasia, depressed con-

sciousness) are accompained by systemic symptoms such malaise and fever; mor-

tality rate is high (almost 50%). The identification of causal organism can be difficult and the odontogenic origin is of-

ten an exclusion diagnosis. Therapy should be started as soon as possible in order to prevent the rapid diffusion to the

rest of the brain: recovery might happen with mild-moderate residual neurological deficit. We present two new cases

of brain abscesses; Case 1: a 9-year-old boy with a frontal abscess presented multiple dental foci; a CT scan demon-

strated the diffusion to the brain through maxillary and ethmoidal sinuses. Case 2: a 60-year-old female presented with

cerebral brain abscess: she was under steroid therapy for reumatoid artritis; a panorex revealed numerous dental fo-

ci. No other foci were found in both patients. Due to their rarity, brain abscesses of odontogenic origin are difficult to di-

agnose: a thorough oro-maxillofacial investigation should always be performed in order to exclude this origin.  
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