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Digital breast tomosynthesis uses a limited number �typically 10–20� of low-dose x-ray projections
to produce a pseudo-three-dimensional volume tomographic reconstruction of the breast. The pur-
pose of this investigation was to characterize and evaluate the effect of scattered radiation on the
image quality for breast tomosynthesis. In a simulation, scatter point spread functions generated by
a Monte Carlo simulation method were convolved over the breast projection to estimate the distri-
bution of scatter for each angle of tomosynthesis projection. The results demonstrate that in the
absence of scatter reduction techniques, images will be affected by cupping artifacts, and there will
be reduced accuracy of attenuation values inferred from the reconstructed images. The effect of
x-ray scatter on the contrast, noise, and lesion signal-difference-to-noise ratio �SDNR� in tomosyn-
thesis reconstruction was measured as a function of the tumor size. When a with-scatter reconstruc-
tion was compared to one without scatter for a 5 cm compressed breast, the following results were
observed. The contrast in the reconstructed central slice image of a tumorlike mass �14 mm in
diameter� was reduced by 30%, the voxel value �inferred attenuation coefficient� was reduced by
28%, and the SDNR fell by 60%. The authors have quantified the degree to which scatter degrades
the image quality over a wide range of parameters relevant to breast tomosynthesis, including x-ray
beam energy, breast thickness, breast diameter, and breast composition. They also demonstrate,
though, that even without a scatter rejection device, the contrast and SDNR in the reconstructed
tomosynthesis slice are higher than those of conventional mammographic projection images ac-
quired with a grid at an equivalent total exposure. © 2009 American Association of Physicists in
Medicine. �DOI: 10.1118/1.3215926�
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I. INTRODUCTION

Breast tomosynthesis is an extension of digital mammogra-
phy, in which a series of projection images is acquired at
different angles of the x-ray source with respect to the breast.
Multiple sectional image slices of the breast are then recon-
structed from the projection data. With the ability to reduce
overlapping “clutter,” i.e., contrasts caused by structures out-
side a plane of interest, tomosynthesis is a promising tech-
nique for enhancing the conspicuity of the tumor, for reduc-
ing false positive findings, and for allowing three-
dimensional �3D� localization of the tumor within the breast.
However, the imaging performance of tomosynthesis is chal-
lenged by some physical factors, including detector effi-

ciency, geometry alignment, and x-ray scatter. Several inves-
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tigators have studied scatter properties in mammographic
applications with experimental and analytical methods.1–8

For conventional mammography performed with no anti-
scatter grid, the intensity of scattered x rays incident on the
detector can typically be 50% as large as that of the primary
�nonscattered� x rays, depending on the breast thickness and
composition.9 Scattered x rays reduce image contrast and
contribute to image noise, thereby reducing the signal-
difference-to-noise ratio �SDNR� of a lesion. In addition, re-
cording of scattered radiation consumes some of the dynamic
range of the acquisition system. It has also been demon-
strated experimentally and analytically in other investiga-
tions of x-ray scatter for cone-beam CT �Ref. 10� and breast
CT �Ref. 11� that scatter introduces artifacts and quantitative

inaccuracy in the CT reconstruction.
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Various approaches have been used to reduce the amount
of scattered x-ray radiation that is recorded by the radiologi-
cal imaging system. These include the air gap technique,12 a
moving slit or slot scanning strategy,3,13,14 and antiscatter
x-ray grids between the patient and the detector. These have
been well studied15 and are effective in scatter rejection for
mammography. In addition, various investigators have con-
sidered software correction algorithms to reduce the delete-
rious effect of recorded scattered radiation on the image
quality.16,17

This paper describes our work on the simulation of scat-
tered x-ray radiation in the application of digital breast to-
mosynthesis. The simulation is based on a Monte Carlo
method developed by Boone and co-workers9,18 that reports
on scattered radiation under a wide variety of parameters
related to mammography and has demonstrated reasonable
agreement with physical measurements. Using these results,
we evaluated the influence of scatter on the image quality for
breast tomosynthesis, including image artifacts, accuracy of
reconstruction of attenuation coefficients, contrast, and le-
sion SDNR. A simple simulation model was used to evaluate
the potential use of an antiscatter grid in tomosynthesis. A
series of conventional mammographic craniocaudal �CC�
views was also simulated for image quality comparison with
reconstructed tomosynthesis slices.

II. METHODOLOGY

II.A. Simulation of scatter for tomosynthesis

Scatter point spread functions �PSFs� were obtained from
Monte Carlo simulations using the approach developed by
Boone and co-workers.9,18 In their simulation, monoenergetic
x-ray beams were normally incident upon the top surface of
a breast phantom of a specified composition and thickness,
and the distribution of the energy deposition in an ideal de-
tector was tallied at different air gaps from the exit surface of
the phantom.

To represent the compressed breast, two mathematical
phantoms with design similar to that illustrated in Fig. 1�a�
were created. Phantom I has a uniform distribution of 50%
fibroglandular and 50% adipose tissue as background. While
phantom I provides a basis for understanding the magnitude
and some of the effects of scatter in breast tomosynthesis, its
uniform background does not represent the complex detec-
tion task in clinical breast screening and diagnosis. Anatomic
structures in the normal breast and especially those in a
dense breast �a high proportion of fibroglandular tissue�
present a cluttered background and may confound interpre-
tation of the image. Phantom II utilizes volumetric tissue
attenuation information from a clinical breast tomosynthesis
examination and, therefore, has structural variation at differ-
ent depths. Both mathematical phantoms are rectangular sol-
ids in shape and each contains a centrally located simulated
spherical tumor, with attenuation coefficients equivalent to
infiltrating ductal carcinoma.2 Various diameters of this le-
sion between 2 and 22 mm were considered.

The tomosynthesis acquisition geometry shown in Figs.

1�a� and 1�b� was used, with 11 projections �from �20° to
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20° about normal incidence with 4° increments�. A simple
ray-driven projection model was used to create projection
images.19 Monoenergetic x rays �20, 30, and 40 keV� were
used and the parameters for the breast model were varied to
include phantom thicknesses �from 3 to 8 cm� and tissue
compositions of 100% adipose tissue, 50% adipose and 50%
fibroglandular tissue, and 100% fibroglandular tissue. For
each projection angle, the primary x-ray fluences reaching
the detector were calculated directly based on the path length
of each ray through the phantom considering both attenua-
tion and the inverse square law. The scatter distribution of
each projection was computed over the field of view by con-
volving the scatter PSF with the shape and dimensions of the
breast projection area. For each tomosynthetic projection
angle, the path length through the center of mass of the irra-
diated tissue was computed and this was used to select the
appropriate scatter PSF. The PSF data were available in 1 cm
thickness increments from thicknesses between 2 and 8 cm.
It was found that the shapes of the PSFs changed very little
with thickness. Therefore, linear interpolation was used to
obtain values for intermediate thicknesses and values for
thicknesses up to the maximum required value of about 9.3
cm were estimated by extrapolation. For example, for a
phantom with thickness of 5 cm, the PSF at �=20° for path
length of 5.35 cm was selected. The magnitude of scattered
radiation striking the detector is quantified in terms of the
scatter-to-primary ratio, SPR=S / P, where S is the integrated
energy of scattered radiation and P is the integrated energy
of the primary radiation. Note that a constant scatter PSF was
assumed for the entire projected breast area to permit convo-
lution. This will lead to errors in the scatter estimate at the
edges of the volume where the path length through the object

(a)
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Chest Wall R

(b)

FIG. 1. �a� Imaging geometry: R—breast radius, T—breast thickness, and
g—gap between the bottom of the phantom and the top of the detector. �b�
Image acquisition positions for tomosynthesis: Partial isocentric geometry,
in which the detector remains stationary and the x-ray tube moves around
some center of rotation.
changes rapidly at the edges.
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II.B. Validation

It is well known that the SPR increases with increasing
breast thickness.20 In tomosynthesis, the angle of incidence
varies and the effective path length through the breast is
dependent on that angle. Our model considers the non-
normality of the beam in calculating the primary x-ray com-
ponent but not the scattered radiation. Our model partially
considers this effect for scatter by using a scatter PSF that is
appropriate for the mean path length at each projection
angle.

Clearly, a more precise model would use scatter PSF gen-
erated at each angular incidence. This is expected to create
an asymmetric PSF and potentially alter the scatter magni-
tude compared to the standard mammographic geometry. The
scatter magnitude is largely dominated by the thickness of
the material measured along the central incidence axis,
which is already included in our model. Using the scatter
PSF provided in Fig. 6 of Sechopoulos et al.,21 we performed
a simple reconstruction to examine the effect of asymmetry.
We found that even for a SPR as large as 5, the effect on the
inferred attenuation coefficient was only 2%–4%. As a result,
it is believed that our approximations will cause a relatively
small error.

We then compared the predictions of the angular depen-
dence of SPR for selected spectra and geometric configura-
tions to those of Sechopoulos et al.21 To perform this com-
parison, the geometry was matched to theirs, and 20 keV
monoenergetic x rays were used to approximate their 31 kV
Rh/Rh spectrum. For these calculations, we used a chest wall
to nipple distance of 11.6 cm and 50/50 breast composition.

II.C. Incorporation of background structure

In phantom II, a typical fibroglandular structure was in-
corporated into the phantom simulation as a background
structure. The background structure was obtained from the
patterns seen in an anonymized patient breast tomosynthesis
dataset imaged at our institution �courtesy of Dr. R. Jong�
using a prototype breast tomosynthesis system based on a
modified Senographe DS digital mammography system �GE
Healthcare, Chalfont St. Giles, UK�. The pixel size in the
original projection dataset was 0.1�0.1 mm2. From these
data, voxels with dimensions of 0.1�0.1�1 mm3 were re-
constructed. A volume of interest of sufficient size to match
the phantom was selected from the reconstructed breast vol-
ume. This formed the basis of the anatomic background that
was incorporated into the phantom simulation. This back-
ground was rescaled to produce voxels in the phantom rang-
ing between the attenuation coefficients of 100% adipose and
100% fibroglandular tissue. No corrections were made for
the inherent quantum noise in the original patient slices.

II.D. Simulation of quantum noise

Quantum noise was added to the images. First, the pri-
mary x-ray fluences incident on each detector element were
calculated. Then, the scatter photon fluence was estimated by

dividing the integrated energy of scattered radiation, deter-
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mined from the convolution of the primary with the scatter
PSF, by the mean energy of the scatter spectrum, Escatter.
Then, using the Poisson random number generator provided
in MATLAB �Matlab 2007a, MathWorks, Inc., Natick, MA�,
random fluctuation was added to the summed primary-plus-
scatter signal. Once the noisy photon images have been com-
puted, the images are log normalized to obtain noisy data to
be used in the reconstruction process. These are essentially
line integrals of ��L. The presence of noise can cause physi-
cally meaningless negative values to occur in the background
and potentially for very thin parts of the breast and, there-
fore, during reconstruction, negative values are truncated
to 0.

For simplicity, Escatter was assumed to be equal to the
incident photon energy, E. This results in a tiny underesti-
mate of the quantum noise associated with the scatter com-
ponent. The mean scatter angle of the exit fluence is ex-
pected to be small �5°–20°�.1 This can be appreciated by
considering the effect of a very large scattering angle, say
90°. This corresponds to a Compton scatter energy of 38.3
keV for an incident x ray of 40 keV. Assuming an SPR of 1,
this would correspond to an excess noise factor22 of �

=�2�E2+Escatter
2 � / �E+Escatter�2−1 or 0.022. This amounts to

just over 2% more noise than would be assumed with the
Escatter=E approximation. For realistic scattering angles, the
increase would be much less than 2%.

II.E. Reconstruction of tomosynthesis

A simultaneous algebraic reconstruction technique
�SART� �Ref. 23� was selected as the reconstruction method
because it has been shown that SART significantly reduces
the noise and streak artifacts observed in ray-iterative ART.
Also SART has demonstrated a strong performance in the
limited view problems,24 which can be properly adapted for
breast tomosynthesis. An update relaxation factor23 of 1.0
was used and generally four iterations were required for con-
vergence. Further iterations were found to have little effect.

II.F. Cupping artifacts and reconstruction
inaccuracy

The effect of x-ray scatter on the contrast, noise, and
SDNR in reconstructed tomosynthesis images was measured
as a function of the tumor size. Here, contrast is defined as

C =
uobj − ubg

uobj + ubg
, �1�

where uobj is the mean inferred linear attenuation coefficient
signal intensity of the region of interest �ROI�, within the
dashed circle, A, in Fig. 2�a� and ubg is the mean signal
intensity of the background region, area B. Note that in to-
mosynthesis, u represents the reconstructed inferred linear
attenuation coefficient, whereas in projection mammography,
it represents the logarithm of the detected energy fluence.
Another figure of merit, SDNR, is used to describe the rela-
tive magnitude of useful information to that of the noise that

impairs the detection of this difference. It has been shown
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that the “pixel SDNR,” based on individual voxel statistics,
tends to underestimate the detectability of mass lesions con-
sisting of many voxels.25,26 A more relevant metric is the
“lesion SDNR,”27 where the computation is performed at the
relevant detail �size� of the lesion. In this application, where
images are likely to be viewed slice by slice, we have chosen
to compute the lesion SDNR in individual slices as follows:

SDNR =
ūobj − u�bg

� 1

N − 1�
i=1

N

�ūbg i − u�bg�2

. �2�

An ROI, A, is defined as before, inside the lesion, to yield
the average lesion signal �ūobj�, in an identical reconstruction
with the lesion absent, N=8 ROIs �B1–B8� are arranged
around where A would be if the lesion was present. In these
ROIs, there are no streak artifacts of reconstruction near the
edge of the lesion; therefore, the effect of reconstruction ar-
tifacts on the detectability of lesions is not evaluated. The
average value in each ROI is recorded �ūbg i�. The standard
deviation is calculated over the eight ūbg i values. This yields
the contrast and noise characteristics at a detail size equal to
that of the lesion. Note that the SDNR used here is defined in
a manner analogous to the Rose definition of signal-to-noise
ratio �SNR� for a disk of a given size,25,28,29 although in this
case the image values �and their standard deviation� are ex-
pressed in terms of attenuation coefficients rather than the
number of x-ray quanta. The ROI, A, and the background
regions, B, are depicted in Fig. 2�b�. Background ROIs �B1–
B8� are arranged such that they are separated by a distance
equal to the diameter of the lesion. The same spacing is used
for the lesion-present and lesion-absent images.

A reconstructed transaxial slice �slices parallel to the
plane of the detector� of phantom I, including the effects of
scatter is shown in Figs. 2�a� and 2�b�. The profile through
the lesion center in Fig. 2�c� shows a reduction in the voxel
values and marked nonuniformity, an effect referred to as
“cupping.” To quantify the degree of this spatial nonunifor-
mity, a simple measurement of the “cupping ratio,” tcup �Ref.
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(b)
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FIG. 2. �a� Transaxial central slice of a tomosynthesis reconstruction for a
breast phantom I, with a tumor at the center. �b� Transaxial central slice of a
tomosynthesis reconstruction for a breast phantom I, without tumor. �c�
Horizontal profile through the center of the phantom shows the reduction in
the voxel value for both normal tissue and tumor.
10� was used: tcup= �uedge−ucenter� /uedge�100%, where uedge
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is the mean voxel value in a 5 mm wide band located just
inside the edge of the reconstructed phantom and ucenter is the
mean voxel value in a circular ROI of 5mm diameter at the
center of the phantom in a lesion-absent reconstruction. The
dip in u seen inside the lesion with the “no scatter” profile is
a result of the limited angle and the reconstruction technique
used: Sharp edges of the lesion model created a ringing arti-
fact �seen slightly outside the lesion and more strongly inside
the lesion�.

For the tumor in phantom I, the reconstructed attenuation
coefficient of the lesion is also influenced by the scattered
radiation. The accuracy of reconstructed voxel values is
quantified by the comparison of the mean value ur in the
central slice of the reconstructed tumor and the true value uo

in the phantom: �= �uo−ur� /uo�100%.

II.G. Simulation of antiscatter grid

To reduce the scattered radiation component, a simulated
antiscatter grid, rotated by 90° within its own plane com-
pared to the usual orientation in mammography, is placed
between the test object and the detector. The transmission
factors for the grid are defined as

Tp =
P�

P
, Ts =

S�

S
, Tt =

S� + P�

S + P
, �3�

where Tp, Ts, and Tt are the primary, scattered, and total
radiation transmission factors, respectively. P� and S� denote
the primary energy fluence and the integrated �over its en-
ergy range� scattered radiation energy fluence reaching a par-
ticular location in the plane of the detector with the grid in
place. The total radiation reaching the detector is reduced by
the presence of the grid. In a film system, this makes it nec-
essary to increase the entrance exposure �and patient dose� to
maintain the same optical density on the film. However. for a
digital system, which has a wide dynamic range and arbi-
trarily adjustable contrast, the main adverse effect of grid is
the reduction in SNR by the loss of primary radiation. In this
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FIG. 3. Comparison of the SPR calculated in this simulation �data points:
�=8 cm breast thickness, �=5 cm, �=2 cm� with those previously re-
ported by Sechopoulos et al. �Ref. 21� �dotted, dashed, and solid lines for
the 8, 5, and 2 cm, respectively�. Shaded symbols represent the correspond-

ing results of Sechopoulos et al. without the compression plate in place.
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simulation, theoretical transmission factors of Tp=0.8 and
Ts=0.2 were used. These are consistent with those measured
by Shen et al. �Tp�0.82 and Ts�0.23� and Boone et al.
�Tp�0.77 and Ts�0.22 inferred from Fig. 12 in Boone’s
work� for 5:1 grids at 30 kV.3,4 Exposure was not increased
here because at this stage of the work the detector in this
simulation is assumed to have a detective quantum efficiency
of 100% and a linear response over its dynamic range, so the
only adverse effect expected is a modest drop in SNR.

II.H. Simulation of mammographic CC view

For the purpose of comparison between projection mam-
mograms and tomographic slices reconstructed from tomo-
synthesis data, mammographic CC views were simulated for
both phantoms. The same geometry was used for the mam-
mographic projection image as that for tomosynthesis image
acquisition at 0°, where the central ray from the x-ray source
passes through the center of rotation of the source and falls
on the detector at normal incidence. The entrance exposure
for the mammographic CC view was set to be equal to the
total exposure of the 11 projections for tomosynthesis, which
equals 1.1 R �air kerma 9.6 mJ/kg�, at 20 keV for a 5 cm

(a)

FIG. 4. �a� The voxel values �inferred linear attenuation coefficient compar
struction �solid lines�, and with scatter �dashed lines� are illustrated for differ
vs lesion diameter in a 5-cm-thick phantom. The true values of � are 0.629
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FIG. 5. �a� The degrading effect of scatter radiation on contrast in tomosynth
markedly reduces the SDNR. Solid lines correspond to a scatter-free simulat

keV with constant entrance air kerma to the breast.
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thick breast phantom. Using the DgN coefficients calculated
by Boone,30 the mean glandular dose is estimated to be 3.1
mGy.

III. RESULTS

In the paper of Sechopoulos et al., data are shown for
projections at 0°–30° both with and without the compression
plate and detector cover plate. This provides an opportunity
for comparison with our work. For the 2 cm compressed
breast, there is good agreement between our results. For
breasts of 5 and 8 cm thick, our calculations give higher
values of SPR at all projection angles. Sechopoulos has
noted a disagreement with the earlier work of Boone despite
experimental validation of that earlier work.18 This disagree-
ment is consistent, as our calculations, are based on the scat-
ter PSFs presented in Ref. 9. For reference, we have also
shown, as curves in Fig. 3, the Sechopoulos results with the
compression paddle and detector cover, and as expected they
demonstrate increased SPR.

The effect of x-ray scatter on the accuracy of inferred
attenuation coefficients in reconstruction data is illustrated in
Fig. 4. Solid lines represent the scatter-free situation and

0 5 10 15 20 25
0

10

20

30

40

50

Lesion Diameter (mm)

µ
In
ac
cu
ra
cy
(%
)

20 keV
30 keV
40 keV

b)

the true linear attenuation� of a tumor in the phantom, scatter-free recon-
ergies as a function of lesion diameter. �b� Inaccuracy of � �defined in text�
1, and 0.244 cm−1 at 20, 30, and 40 keV, respectively.

0 5 10 15 20 25
0

20

40

60

80

100

Lesion Diameter (mm)

SD
N
R

30 mm
50 mm
70 mm

b)

phantom I� is illustrated for different breast thicknesses. �b� Scatter radiation
d the dotted lines �¯ � correspond to simulations with scatter. Energy is 20
(

ed to
ent en
(

esis �
ion an



4430 Wu et al.: Scatter effects on image quality for breast tomosynthesis 4430
dashed lines correspond to the condition where scattered ra-
diation is included. The scatter-free values differ from the
true attenuation coefficients shown on the figure due to the
limited number of views and limited angular range used in
tomosynthesis.

The scatter effects on contrast and “lesion SDNR” �Eq.
�3�� for a range of breast thicknesses are illustrated in Fig. 5
as a function of the tumor size. Lesion SDNR has been
evaluated for the slice containing the center of mass of the
lesion. Solid lines represent the scatter-free situation and
dashed lines refer to the contamination of scattered radiation.
For breast phantom I with thickness of 70 mm and contain-
ing a lesion 10 mm in diameter, the contrast of the lesion in
the central slice is reduced by 37% in the presence of scat-
tered radiation and the lesion SDNR is reduced by 52%.

The reconstructed central slice images from phantom II
�containing a more anatomically realistic structured back-
ground�, with and without the effects of scattered radiation,
are shown in Figs. 6�a�–6�c�. In this figure, the images are

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

FIG. 6. �a� Central slice of the original �truth� phantom II that has a tumor
with a diameter of 14 mm at the center. Note that this image is from the
original model data, not a reconstruction. �b� Corresponding tomosynthesis
reconstructed slice, scatter free. �c� Reduced contrast and more noise were
shown in the central slice of the tomosynthesis reconstruction with scattered
radiation. �d� The use of a scatter reduction grid improves contrast and the
accuracy of the voxel value. The windowing was set to be the same for all
four images, with the level adjusted to yield approximately the same gray
level in the background for each image.
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displayed with the same grayscale window width but cen-
tered at different window levels. The tumor contrast is re-
duced, and the image contains more noise when scattered
radiation reaches the detector. The cupping effect is evident
in Fig. 6�c�. Figure 6�d� shows a central slice when the
�simulated� scatter rejection grid is used. The improvement
in lesion contrast is considerable. The scatter effect on the
accuracy of reconstruction voxel values is seen more clearly
in Fig. 7�a� where profiles through the center of the tumor
are plotted. It is also demonstrated in Fig. 7�b�, where the
reconstructed tumor value is plotted versus lesion diameter.
All the images shown here were reconstructed from simu-
lated projection data computed for monoenergetic x rays at
20 keV for a breast thickness of 5 cm.

Results for a tomosynthesis slice image are compared to a
simulated projection mammographic CC view for phantoms
I and II with and without the use of a grid in Figs. 8 and 9.
For these simulated images, the total entrance air kerma was
the same for the total tomosynthesis set and the single mam-
mogram.

IV. DISCUSSION

As illustrated in Fig. 4, tomosynthetic reconstructed im-
ages fall short of truth even in the absence of scatter. This is
due to limitations in the reconstruction algorithm and the
incomplete sampling geometry of tomosynthesis. The error
in � in the reconstructions is further increased by the appar-
ent signal increase due to the presence of scatter.31 For ex-
ample, at 20 keV for a 10 mm diameter lesion, the recon-
structed value of � is reduced by 15% without scatter and by
30% in the presence of scattered radiation. The degree of
underestimation of � is increased for higher energies, as il-
lustrated in Fig. 4�b�. This degrading effect of scatter in re-
construction accuracy could be alleviated by appropriate use
of scatter-correction algorithms similar to that developed by
Siewerdsen et al.,17 or in the potential integration of scatter
simulation into an iterative reconstruction technique.32,33

A limitation of this work is the assumption of a shift in-
variant PSF when computing the SPR using the convolution
method. Although we do not believe that this effect would be
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important near the center of the image, it could affect the
performance near the periphery of the breast. Another limi-
tation is that all the simulations were performed with mono-
chromatic x rays. Consideration of a polyenergetic spectrum
would be a straightforward extension of this work, although,
again, we believe that the effect on the result would be fairly
small. In their publications, both Boone et al. and Sechopou-
los et al. showed that SPR varied minimally over the mam-
mographic energy range.

The effect of x-ray scatter on the accuracy of recon-
structed attenuation coefficients for different breast thick-
nesses is examined. The SDNR is reduced by approximately
50% as breast thickness increases from 30 to 70 mm due to
attenuation of the primary signal �Fig. 5�. The SDNR is re-
duced by approximately 54% for a 50 mm thick breast due to
the recording of scatter. Moreover, it is shown that scattered
radiation has a similar, if not greater, influence than the
change in the breast thickness.

As expected, the performance benefit demonstrated when
comparing tomosynthesis to projection mammography for a
uniform phantom �phantom I� is slight. Contrast �Fig. 7�a�� is
higher across all lesion sizes when comparing the central
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FIG. 8. For phantom I with uniform 50% fibroglandular tissue, 20 keV and
contrast than mammographic CC view for a wide range of lesion diameters
view; the use of grid improves the recovery of SDNR. Total incident air k
approximately 3.1 mGy�.
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FIG. 9. For phantom II �anatomic structures in background�: �a� The scatter
a mammographic CC view. �b� Although degraded by scatter radiation, the SD
The variation in contrast and SDNR for the “truth” data are caused by the f

background. Incident air kerma was set the same as for the results shown in Fig
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tomosynthesis slice to a standard CC view. However, in
terms of SDNR, tomosynthesis provided superior perfor-
mance for small lesions ��10 mm� when an antiscatter grid
is used �Fig. 7�b��. For larger lesion sizes, the signal differ-
ence for a voxel tends to be independent of the lesion size as
expected because the inferred attenuation coefficient �u� is
relatively constant, whereas for mammography the signal
arises due to the integrated attenuation over the path length
�i.e., ��l	� of the lesion. We note also that for simulation that
includes scatter, the cupping artifact caused by detection of
scatter partially masks the Poisson fluctuations in determin-
ing the noise level. Other non-Poisson factors affecting im-
age fluctuation include: Structural artifacts due to the incom-
plete set of projection data upon which the image
reconstruction is based and the filtering of image data inher-
ent in the image reconstruction algorithm. These effects tend
to reduce the effect of the lesion size on the SDNR.

As expected, the advantages of tomosynthesis become
more apparent in the presence of anatomic noise as would
occur in a dense breast. As demonstrated with phantom II,
which contains anatomical structural noise, the contrast and
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SDNR in the tomosynthesis central slice are greater than or
equal to that in the CC mammogram. This is true even under
the worst scatter conditions for tomosynthesis �full scatter,
no grid� for all lesion sizes.

V. CONCLUSIONS

The detection of scattered radiation causes reduction in
contrast and SDNR in tomosynthesis slices, as well as con-
tributing to voxel value inaccuracies in reconstruction. The
potential use of an antiscatter grid was investigated, and it
was found that contrast, SDNR, and the accuracy of recon-
struction of linear attenuation coefficients should be im-
proved by the use of a grid. Note that an ideal detector was
assumed for the simulations. In the case of a real detector,
the reduced signal in the presence of added electronic noise
may reduce the effectiveness of a grid. Other strategies for
scatter reduction may be considered, including the optimiza-
tion of imaging geometry, the use of air gaps, and the incor-
poration of scatter correction in reconstruction algorithms.
The comparison of a tomosynthesis slice and a mammo-
graphic projection of the phantom shows that the tomogra-
phic slice provides better contrast for relatively small lesions
and better SDNR for dense breasts that present a higher pro-
portion of anatomic noise.
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