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An unintended consequence of phylogenetics is that it provides
answers to questions that investigators were unaware they

needed to ask. Such is the case in the article about herpes simplex
virus 1 (HSV-1) genomic diversity by Szpara et al. (1). They un-
expectedly discovered in their dendrogram of 20 sequenced HSV
genomes that the KOS strain presumed to be from the United
States segregated with the Asian HSV strains. Those of us
studying varicella-zoster virus (VZV) genomic diversity made
similar surprising discoveries in our analyses of over 40 se-
quenced VZV genomes during the past decade. But we soon
discovered that most VZV strains can be sorted into 5 clades,
based loosely on the out-of-Africa model of human phylogeog-
raphy (reviewed in reference 2).

In the current study of HSV-1 phylogenetics, the fact that the
KOS strain has Asian attributes may seem odd at first glance. The
KOS strain was just sequenced in its entirety in 2012 (GenBank
accession number JQ673480) (3). But the strain was isolated de-
cades earlier from Kendall Owen Smith (for whom the strain was
named), a well-known American virologist and former faculty
member at Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX, then at the
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD, and finally at the
University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio, TX. It
was at San Antonio that I first met K. O. Smith in 1976. We were
members of the same microbiology department for 8 years. Even
at that time, the KOS strain was called Kendall’s virus by other
faculty members. K. O. Smith had already made his signature
observation that HSV-1 virions lost their infectivity when the en-
velope was removed (4). Because of his considerable HSV knowl-
edge, he assisted me in designing early VZV research protocols (5).

K. O. Smith and I also discussed our experiences in the military
since both of us had served in the U.S. Army. I spent 1 year in
Vietnam, and K. O. Smith served a tour of duty in Korea during
the Korean War (1950 to 1953). In the 1980s, many faculty mem-

bers at the Health Science Center at San Antonio had served pre-
viously in the armed forces and this information was even in-
cluded within a separate section on all curricula vitae. In other
words, knowledge of military service by faculty members was
widely known at the time. In all likelihood, therefore, the origin of
the KOS strain was Korea during the early 1950s. The HSV den-
drogram is correct.
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