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We present a graphene-based wideband microphone and a related
ultrasonic radio that can be used for wireless communication. It is
shown that graphene-based acoustic transmitters and receivers
have a wide bandwidth, from the audible region (20∼20 kHz)
to the ultrasonic region (20 kHz to at least 0.5 MHz). Using the
graphene-based components, we demonstrate efficient high-fidelity
information transmission using an ultrasonic band centered at
0.3 MHz. The graphene-based microphone is also shown to be
capable of directly receiving ultrasound signals generated by bats
in the field, and the ultrasonic radio, coupled to electromagnetic
(EM) radio, is shown to function as a high-accuracy rangefinder.
The ultrasonic radio could serve as a useful addition to wireless
communication technology where the propagation of EM waves
is difficult.

radio | ultrasonics | graphene | microphone | bat

Modern wireless communication is based on generating and
receiving electromagnetic (EM) waves that span a wide

frequency range, from hertz to terahertz, providing abundant
band resources and high data transfer rates. There are drawbacks
to EM communication, though, including high extinction co-
efficient for electrically conductive materials and antenna size.
However, animals have effectively used acoustic waves for short-
range communication for millions of years. Acoustic wave-based
communication, while embodying reduced band resources, can
overcome some of the EM difficulties and complement existing
wireless technologies. For example, acoustic waves propagate
well in conductive materials, and have thus been explored for
underwater communication by submarines (1, 2). Marine mam-
mals such as whales and dolphins are known to communicate
effectively via acoustic waves. In land-based acoustic wave com-
munication, the audible band is often occupied by human con-
versations, whereas the subsonic band can be disturbed by moving
vehicles and building construction. The ultrasonic band, though
having a wide frequency span and often free of disturbance, is
rarely exploited for high data rate communication purposes; one
possible reason for this is the lack of wide bandwidth ultrasonic
generators and receivers. Conventional piezoelectric-based trans-
ducers only operate near their resonance frequencies (3, 4), pre-
venting use in communications where wider bandwidth is essential
for embedding information streams.
In a conventional acoustic transducer such as a microphone,

air pressure variations from a sound wave induce motion of a
suspended diaphragm; this motion is in turn converted to an
electrical signal via Faraday induction (using a magnet and coil)
or capacitively. The areal mass density of the diaphragm sets an
upper limit on the frequency response (FR) of the microphone.
In the human auditory system, the diaphragm (eardrum) is rel-
atively thick (∼100 μm), limiting flat FR to ∼2 kHz and ultimate
detection to ∼20 kHz (5, 6). In bats the eardrums are thinner,
allowing them to hear reflected echolocation calls up to ∼200 kHz
(7–9). Diaphragms in high-end commercial microphones can be
engineered to provide flat FR from the audible region to ∼140 kHz
(e.g., Bruel & Kjaer type 4138 microphone). Thinner and lighter

diaphragms allow for more faithful tracking of sound vibration at
high frequencies.
The ultra-low mass and high mechanical strength of graphene

makes it extremely attractive for sound transduction applications
(10). We have previously demonstrated an electrostatically
driven graphene diaphragm loudspeaker with an equalized FR
across the whole human audible region (11) (20 Hz to 20 kHz).
The ultimate high-frequency cutoff of the speaker was not de-
termined, the measurement being limited to 20 kHz by available
detection equipment (indeed, as shown below, the graphene
loudspeaker operates to at least 0.5 MHz). Graphene allows air
damping to dominate over the diaphragm’s own mass and spring
constant (11) over a wide frequency range. In principle, gra-
phene’s exceptional mechanical properties and favorable cou-
pling to air and other media could enable wideband transducers
for both sound generation and reception, core requirements for
ultrasonic radio.
We here describe the successful design, construction, and

operation of a wideband ultrasonic radio. A key ingredient of the
radio system is an electrostatically coupled, mechanically vi-
brating graphene diaphragm based receiver that can be paired
with the graphene-based acoustic transmitter. We find that the
graphene microphone has an outstanding equalized frequency
response (within 10 dB variation of perfect flat-band response)
covering at least 20 Hz to 0.5 MHz (limited by characterization
instrumentation), and a sensitivity sufficient to record bats
echolocating in the wild. The highly efficient graphene ultrasonic
transmitter/receiver radio system successfully codes, propagates,
and decodes radio signals. The same radio system can be used to
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accurately measure distances using interference between ultra-
sonic and electromagnetic waves.
We first describe construction and operation of the graphene

microphone, followed by operation of the ultrasonic radio and
rangefinder. Fig. 1 illustrates the geometry and construction of
the graphene receiver. Briefly, the microphone is built from a
multilayer graphene membrane (∼20 nm thick, 7 mm in diame-
ter) suspended midway between two perforated electrodes. The
external sound wave can then penetrate through the electrodes
to displace the graphene membrane, thereby changing the ca-
pacitance between the graphene and electrodes and causing
charge redistribution and electrical current. The geometry is
motivated by the graphene electrostatic loudspeaker (11), with
an improved fabrication process described in SI Text. Fig. 1 D
and E illustrates the operation principles of the microphone and
presents competing circuits for signal extraction. Conventionally
(12) (Fig. 1D), a large resistor R restricts the current flow and
lets the diaphragm operate in constant charge mode, which
converts the displacement of the diaphragm into voltage signal
(a related circuit is presented in reference) (13). However, this
circuit presents difficulties at higher frequencies because of
parasitic capacitance present in the electrical wiring between the
microphone and amplifier. We adopt a transimpedance ampli-
fication circuit similar to one used in fast photodiode signal
detection (14) (Fig. 1E) to provide a flat band circuit response
from 0 to ∼0.5 MHz. The current sensing circuit measures the
velocity of the vibrating diaphragm, allowing us to reduce the
membrane tension and operate the microphone in overdamped
region to acquire wider frequency response (see SI Text for de-
tailed operation theory).
To determine the frequency response of the graphene mi-

crophone, we measured the microphone using a free-field
method (15). In brief, we first sweep the frequency on a com-
mercial loudspeaker and measure the response of a commercial

microphone to obtain the frequency response FR1(f), then the
commercial microphone is replaced with the graphene micro-
phone and the measurement is repeated to get FR2(f). The FR of
the graphene microphone is acquired by taking the difference
between the two measurements. This differential measurement
method eliminates the responses of the loudspeaker, coupling,
and driving/amplification circuits. Commercial microphones ty-
pically have a relatively flat frequency response within their oper-
ating range, and therefore this measurement provides a reasonable
representation of the graphene microphone.
Fig. 2A shows the frequency response of the graphene mi-

crophone in the audible region (20 Hz to 20 kHz), referenced to
a commercial condenser microphone (Sony ICD-SX700). Here,
0 dB corresponds to a response of 3.3 nA/Pa generated from the
graphene membrane. A computer sound card-based system with
software Room EQ Wizard is used in collecting the data. The
graphene microphone is contained in a Faraday cage made of
copper mesh. Although in Fig. 2A the data are relatively flat
above 500 Hz, there is a strong drop-off in response at lower
frequencies (approaching ∼60 dB per decade). This drop-off
originates from the back-to-front cancelation mentioned pre-
viously, and becomes prominent when increasing wavelength
allows sound to diffract around the microphone. Importantly,
this decay is not intrinsic to the graphene diaphragm itself, and
the response can be improved with proper acoustic design. We
find that an improved low-frequency response can readily be
achieved by attaching an acoustic cavity to one side of the mi-
crophone electrodes. As shown in Fig. 2B, by simple acoustic
engineering we eliminate low-frequency interference and the
graphene microphone now exhibits an intrinsic flat (<10 dB
variation) frequency response across the whole audible region.
Due to the small areal mass density of the thin graphene di-

aphragm, the graphene microphone is expected to be responsive
to frequencies well beyond the human hearing limit. However,

Fig. 1. Construction of graphene electrostatic wideband receiver (microphone). The graphene membrane is suspended across the supporting frame (A). The
membrane is electrically contacted with gold wires, and spacers are added (B) to control the distance from the membrane to the gold-coated stationary
electrodes (C). Operation principles: the microphone can be modeled as a current source imic. The conventional circuit (D) is not suitable for high-frequency
operation because parasitic capacitance Cp is in parallel with the current–voltage conversion resistor R. The fast-photodiode detector-like circuit (E) avoids
charging Cp and maintains a consistent gain at higher frequencies.
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measuring the frequency response in the ultrasonic region pre-
sents difficulties, mainly due to the lack of wideband reference
microphones or loudspeakers in this region. As mentioned, pi-
ezoelectric ultrasonic transducers readily operate in the mega-
hertz region, but only at their resonance frequency. We therefore
use a wideband electrostatic graphene loudspeaker as the sonic
transmitter and the electrostatic graphene microphone as the
receiver. By measuring the total response with varying coupling
between them, we are able to isolate the response of one single
transmitter/receiver (see SI Text for details).
Fig. 2C illustrates the measured frequency response of the

graphene microphone (a network analyzer, model HP3577A, is
used for the measurement because the frequencies exceed the
limits of a conventional computer sound card). The response
appears to be relatively flat (within 10 dB) until ∼0.5 MHz. We
note that the measured maximum frequency of flat FR is only
limited by the electronic amplification circuit, and can be ex-
tended using higher bandwidth operational amplifiers or with
different detection methods such as optical detection (16, 17).
Combining this result with the low-frequency measurements
(Fig. 2B), we conclude that the graphene transmitter/receiver
pair has intrinsic equalized frequency response (with variation
less than 10 dB) from 20 Hz to at least 0.5 MHz, ideal for ul-
trasonic radio operation.
As an initial ultrasonic field test of the graphene receiver, we

record ultrasonic bat calls. Bats often use echolocation to navi-
gate and forage in total darkness. Bat call frequencies range from
as low as 11 kHz to as high as 212 kHz, depending on the species
(8, 9). Fig. 3A shows results from ultrasonic bat sound signals
(bat calls) acquired in the field using the graphene electrostatic
microphone at Del Valle Regional Park, Livermore, CA, where the
bat species western pipistrelle (Parastrellus hesperus) is prevalent.

The spectrogram of Fig. 3A shows that these bat calls consist of
periodic chirps during which the emitted frequency consistently
ramps down in frequency from ∼100 kHz to ∼50 kHz. The du-
ration of each chirp is ∼4 ms, and the repeating period is ∼50 ms.
It is believed that bats use the frequency-sweeping technique to
distinguish multiple targets, improve measurement accuracy, and
avoid interference from each other (8, 18, 19). A direct recording
(amplitude vs. time) of the bat calls is included in SI Text (slowed
by a factor of 8 to bring the signal into the human hearing range).
The bat frequency sweeping or chirping represents a form of
ultrasonic FM radio transmission, and its successful recording
demonstrates the effectiveness of the graphene microphone as
an ultrasonic radio receiver.
We now pair the ultrasonic graphene transmitter with the ul-

trasonic graphene receiver to realize a complete ultrasonic radio
system. To avoid any possible EM radiation influences, both the
transmitter and the receiver are placed inside Faraday cages
where EM communication is not possible. We first modulate an
electronic 0.3-MHz carrier sine wave with a 5-kHz sawtooth
wave [90% amplitude modulation (AM)]. The mixed signal is
monitored by an oscilloscope (Fig. 3B, Upper). The electrical
signal is sent to the graphene loudspeaker, which transmits the
ultrasonic signal into air. The frequencies after mixing are well
above the human hearing limit and so inaudible. Fig. 3B, Lower,
shows the ultrasonic signal detected and reconverted to an electrical
signal by the graphene microphone. The received signal accurately
replicates the transmitted one, and information is transmitted with
high fidelity. We note that the sharp sawtooth modulation expands
the single delta-function-like peak of the sine wave in the frequency
domain to a much wider peak, so the wideband property of the
graphene acoustic radio is essential to preserve the shape of the
sawtooth (i.e., coded information). Narrowband piezoelectric

Fig. 2. Measured frequency response of graphene acoustic transmitter and receiver. A and B are measured in reference to Sony ICD-SX700 in audible region.
Zero decibels corresponds to a response of 3.3 nA/Pa. (A) Without an acoustic cavity, the frequency response suffers from interference at lower frequencies
when measuring far-field sound waves. (B) Graphene microphone exhibits rather equalized frequency response with near-field coupling and proper acoustic
design. (C) Response including ultrasonic region, measured with identical pair technique (main text and SI Text). The response fall-off beyond 0.5M Hz is not
intrinsic to the acoustic device, but rather reflects limitations of the operational amplifier used in the detection circuit.
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ultrasonic transducers lack this essential property (SI Text). The
range of the ultrasonic radio as configured with single-diaphragm
transmitter and single-diaphragm receiver is of order one meter.
The range can likely be substantially extended by employing di-
aphragm arrays and optimized drive/detection electronics.
Another use of the graphene-based ultrasonic acoustic radio is

for position detection, i.e., range finding. Using ultrasonics for
position detection is well established, and using the graphene
transmitter and receiver in a highly directional sonar-like reflection

configuration (20) is certainly possible and straightforward, but not
particularly novel. Here we consider a different implementation,
that of electroacoustic interference. Fig. 3C illustrates a distance-
measuring device that exploits interference between acoustic and
EM signals. The graphene loudspeaker is configured to transmit an
acoustic wave as well as an EM wave of the same frequency (a
small EM antenna is added to the loudspeaker drive electronics).
The graphene microphone a distance L away receives the acoustic
signal along with the EM signal (again a small EM receiver

Fig. 3. Applications of wideband ultrasonic graphene acoustic transducers. (A) Spectrogram of bat calls (Parastrellus hesperus) recorded in the field at
a local park. During each 4-ms-wide emission chirp, the frequency ramps down from ∼100 to ∼50 kHz. The time between chirps ranges from 30 to 50 ms.
(B) The transmission and reception of AM acoustic signals. The wideband acoustic radio well-preserves the sharp edges of the sawtooth envelope. (C) A
way of measuring distance by frequency sweeping. The oscillation comes from the interference between the signals picked up from acoustic waves and
electromagnetic waves, and the distance between the speaker and microphone is derived to be equal to the speed of sound divided by the pitch between
the peaks.
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antenna is added to the transducer electronics on the micro-
phone). Because sound propagates much slower than EM
waves, the sound signal picked up by the microphone diaphragm
will develop a phase difference relative to the EM signal of the
electronic receiver antenna. As readily seen in Fig. 3C, when a
frequency sweep is performed, the interference alternates be-
tween constructive and destructive due to the change in the
wavelength λ. We place the graphene speaker/microphone pair
three different distances apart, at 30, 45, and 85 mm. The
measured frequency sweep is shown from top to bottom in three
groups in Fig. 3C. When the pair is further apart, the signal is
weaker, and the frequency difference between two constructive
peaks also becomes smaller; by fitting in the data (SI Text) and
using a sound velocity of 344 m/s, this corresponds to a measured
distance of 30.49 ± 0.22 mm, 44.92 ± 0.02 mm, and 84.94 ±
0.84 mm (the uncertainty comes from curve fitting). Submillimeter

accuracy is easily achieved with this simple electroacoustic fre-
quency sweep configuration.
In conclusion, an electrostatic graphene acoustic radio is dem-

onstrated with ideal equalized frequency response from at least
20 Hz to 0.5 MHz. The receiver component has been in-
dependently field-tested in recording wild bat calls. Amplitude-
and frequency-modulated communication is demonstrated, and
an electroacoustic range-finding method is established with the
ultrasonic radio having submillimeter accuracy.
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