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Abstract: Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is increasingly understood as a disorder
of spontaneous brain-network interactions. The default mode network (DMN), implicated in
ADHD-linked behaviors including mind-wandering and attentional fluctuations, has been shown to
exhibit abnormal spontaneous functional connectivity (FC) within-network and with other networks
(salience, dorsal attention and frontoparietal) in ADHD. Although the cerebellum has been impli-
cated in the pathophysiology of ADHD, it remains unknown whether cerebellar areas of the DMN
(CerDMN) exhibit altered FC with cortical networks in ADHD. Here, 23 adults with ADHD and
23 age-, IQ-, and sex-matched controls underwent resting state fMRI. The mean time series of
CerDMN areas was extracted, and FC with the whole brain was calculated. Whole-brain between-
group differences in FC were assessed. Additionally, relationships between inattention and individ-
ual differences in FC were assessed for between-group interactions. In ADHD, CerDMN areas
showed positive FC (in contrast to average FC in the negative direction in controls) with wide-
spread regions of salience, dorsal attention and sensorimotor networks. ADHD individuals also
exhibited higher FC (more positive correlation) of CerDMN areas with frontoparietal and visual
network regions. Within the control group, but not in ADHD, participants with higher inattention
had higher FC between CerDMN and regions in the visual and dorsal attention networks. This
work provides novel evidence of impaired CerDMN coupling with cortical networks in ADHD and
highlights a role of cerebro-cerebellar interactions in cognitive function. These data provide support
for the potential targeting of CerDMN areas for therapeutic interventions in ADHD. Hum Brain
Mapp 36:3373–3386, 2015. VC 2015 Wiley Periodicals, Inc.
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INTRODUCTION

Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is a
neurodevelopmental disorder that can persist into adult-
hood and is characterized by inattention, hyperactivity
and impulsivity. It affects both children and adults and is
associated with distress, disability and morbidity across
the life span [Spencer et al., 2007].

A growing literature shows that communication abnor-
malities among and within neural networks may underlie
ADHD [Posner et al., 2014]. Resting state functional MRI
(rs-fMRI), can effectively identify such network abnormal-
ities. In rs-fMRI experiments, subjects are awake and are
asked to simply rest while lying in the MRI scanner, so brain
activity can be considered “spontaneous” rather than stimu-
lus- or task-driven [Fox and Raichle, 2007]. Networks with
specific spatial patterns, defined by functional connectivity
(FC; inter-regional correlations in activity), have been identi-
fied consistently within subjects, across populations, and
across brain states, suggesting that communication in these
networks largely reflects an “intrinsic” aspect of brain func-
tion [Buckner et al., 2013]. Some well-defined networks,
including the default mode network (DMN), salience net-
work, dorsal attention network (DAN), and frontoparietal
network (FPN), are situated in association cortices and are
thought to subserve higher order cognitive functions. Other
networks, such as visual and sensorimotor, encompass sen-
sory/motor regions related to processing environmental
inputs and performing actions [Yeo et al., 2011].

ADHD is increasingly understood as a disorder of the
aforementioned brain networks, with emphasis often
placed on the DMN and its interactions with other net-
works hypothesized to underlie attentional dysfunctions
[Castellanos and Proal, 2012; Sonuga-Barke and Castella-
nos, 2007]. The DMN is of interest in the context of atten-
tional deficits because it is normally deactivated when
attention is engaged with the external environment [Shul-
man et al., 1997] but is activated during both attentional
lapses [Weissman et al., 2006] and spontaneous mind-
wandering [Christoff et al., 2009; Kucyi et al., 2013]. In the
healthy brain at rest, the DMN typically exhibits anticorre-
lated activity with the DAN, FPN and salience network
[Chai et al., 2012; Fox et al., 2005; Keller et al., 2013; Kucyi
et al., 2012]. Multiple rs-fMRI studies have demonstrated
that individuals with ADHD, relative to healthy subjects,
exhibit (a) decreased within-DMN FC [particularly
between the medial prefrontal cortex (mPFC) and posterior
cingulate cortex (PCC)/precuneus (PCu)] [Castellanos
et al., 2008; Fair et al., 2010; Mattfeld et al., 2014] (with
exceptions, however, [Barber et al., 2015]) and (b) reduced

or absent anticorrelation between DMN and other associa-
tion networks (DAN, FPN, salience) [Castellanos et al.,
2008; Hoekzema et al., 2014; Mattfeld et al., 2014; Sun
et al., 2012]. In a large rs-fMRI study of ADHD and control
subjects (aged 7.2–21.8 years), the ADHD subjects showed
“lags” in development of FC within the DMN (delayed
increased FC between PCC and mPFC) and of DMN FC
with the DAN, FPN and salience network (delayed
increased anticorrelation) [Sripada et al., 2014].

Notably, the focus of much research on ADHD and the
brain has been on cognitively oriented cortical regions
such as the dorsolateral prefrontal and anterior cingulate
cortices. However, the cerebellum, traditionally considered
a motor structure, is increasingly recognized as an impor-
tant structure in cognition and in ADHD pathophysiology
[Buckner, 2013; Durston et al., 2011; Strick et al., 2009]. The
cerebellum is structurally connected with prefrontal and
striatal circuits implicated in ADHD [Bostan et al., 2013].
Structural neuroimaging studies have revealed reduced
volumes of the cerebellum or its subregions in ADHD that
have been shown to correlate with attentional problems
and clinical outcomes [Castellanos et al., 2002; Mackie
et al., 2007; Makris et al., in press; Stoodley, 2014]. Addi-
tionally, fMRI studies have revealed decreased cerebellar
activation in ADHD during performance of a number of
cognitive tasks [Suskauer et al., 2008; Valera et al., 2005,
2010b]. However, the precise role of the cerebellum in
ADHD pathophysiology remains unknown.

Although some rs-fMRI studies implicate abnormal
cerebro-cerebellar FC as a feature of ADHD [Cao et al.,
2009; Fair et al., 2012; Tian et al., 2006], others have
excluded the cerebellum from their analyses [Sripada
et al., 2014]. Recently, based on rs-fMRI, the cerebellum
has been divided into subregions that are coupled with
specific cortical networks [Buckner et al., 2011; Habas
et al., 2009; O’Reilly et al., 2010]. In a large sample of
healthy subjects (n=1,000), lateral cerebellar areas includ-
ing crus I/II were shown to be functionally connected
with the DMN [Buckner et al., 2011], and neurostimulation
of this region was shown to modulate FC specifically with
and between cortical DMN areas [Halko et al., 2014]. It
remains unknown whether intrinsic cerebellar DMN
(CerDMN) FC with cortical networks is altered in ADHD.
Understanding CerDMN FC in ADHD is critical to pro-
vide a more complete account of DMN dysfunction in
ADHD. More generally, the CerDMN is an accessible tar-
get for noninvasive neuromodulation that may improve
attentional function. Central DMN hub regions (PCC and
mPFC) are deep and difficult to directly target but can be
modulated with CerDMN stimulation [Halko et al., 2014].
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We tested whether resting CerDMN FC with cortical
networks is abnormal in adults with ADHD. We hypothe-
sized that in ADHD the CerDMN would have decreased
positive FC (lower correlation) with the cortical DMN and
reduced or absent negative FC with the DAN, FPN, and
salience network. Previous studies have linked inattention
and related factors, including mind-wandering and reac-
tion time (RT) variability, with individual differences in
FC within-DMN and between DMN and anticorrelated
networks [Andrews-Hanna et al., 2010a; Barber et al., 2015;
Gordon et al., 2014; Kelly et al., 2008; Kucyi and Davis,
2014]. Therefore, we also predicted that CerDMN FC with
these cortical networks would be associated with
inattention.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Participants

Subjects were recruited via previous studies of ADHD
conducted at MGH, internet postings and emails/letters
sent to individuals signed up to be informed about vol-
unteer opportunities. Adults with ADHD and healthy
controls (HC) provided written informed consent for
study participation. Subject demographics and character-
istics are summarized in Table I. A Chi-square test
revealed no group differences in sex (Chi-square 5 0.36,
P 5 0.55). Procedures were approved by the Partners
Human Research Institutional Review Board. Subject
exclusion criteria were: current use of psychotropic med-
ications (other than short-acting psychostimulants), full
scale IQ< 80, a current DSM-IV Axis I mood, psychotic
or anxiety disorder (excluding simple phobias), any neu-
rological disorder, any major sensorimotor handicaps,
and current alcohol or substance abuse/dependence or a
chronic history of abuse/dependence as defined by
review of the Structured Clinical Interview for DSM-IV
Axis I Disorders (SCID). Any ADHD subjects who were
currently taking psychostimulants (N 5 11) were asked
to refrain from taking them 24 h prior to testing. Six
other subjects had taken psychostimulants in the past
and seven were psychostimulant naive. Subjects were
right-handed, except for two left-handed ADHD
subjects.

Diagnostic and Cognitive Assessment

All participants underwent the Structured Clinical Inter-
view for DSM-IV (SCID; [First et al., 2012]) consistent with
previous studies (e.g., [Valera et al., 2010a]). To assess
ADHD, a module derived from the Schedule for Affective
Disorders and Schizophrenia for School Age Children was
used [Kaufman et al., 1997]. This module systematically
acquires retrospective information on all DSM-IV ADHD
symptoms, domains of impairment and age at onset. Pre-
vious work has shown that retrospective childhood diag-
noses of ADHD can be made in a reliable and valid
manner using this method [Biederman et al., 1990; Faraone
et al., 2000]. ADHD participants met DSM-IV criteria for
ADHD with childhood onset and persistence into adult-
hood. We included one ADHD participant who had an
age-of-onset of 11 years. This decision was based on stud-
ies supporting the validity of ADHD in subjects with onset
of symptoms later than the 7-year cutoff [Faraone et al.,
2006]. A board-certified child and adult psychiatrist
resolved any diagnostic uncertainties. Participants also
completed the Adult ADHD Self-Report Scale (ASRS)
[Kessler et al., 2005] to obtain a measure of inattention for
use in our neuroimaging analysis. Vocabulary and matrix
reasoning from the Wechsler Abbreviated Scale of Intelli-
gence [Wechsler, 1999] were used to calculate full-scale IQ,
for which there was no significant difference between
ADHD and HC. The subtypes of the ADHD subjects were
as follows: 10 inattentive, 1 hyperactive, and 12 combined
type.

MRI Acquisition

Resting state fMRI and structural MRIs were acquired
on a Siemens Tim Trio 3-Tesla scanner. Instructions prior
to the resting state scan were as follows: “Remain as still
as possible. Keep eyes open, you can blink normally, but it
is important to remain as still as possible.” The
T2*-weighted fMRI scan took 10 min 8 s (TR 5 3.34 s;
TE 5 30 ms; flip angle 5 908; FoV 5 200 mm; 60 slice, inter-
leaved acquisition; voxel size: 2.5 3 2.5 3 2.5 mm).
The structural MRI used for coregistration was a T1-
weighted MEMPRAGE sagittal scan (TR 5 2.54 s;

TABLE I. Subject demographics and characteristics, including head motion (mean relative head displacement)

during the resting state fMRI scan

ADHD (N 5 23) Control (N 5 23)

Mean SD Mean SD

Age (years) 24.3 3.9 24.2 2.9
IQ estimate 119.9 14.0 119.9 11.9
Sex (F/M) 13/10 15/8
Head motion (mm) 0.091 (range: 0.03–0.25) 0.073 0.066 (range: 0.02–0.27) 0.063
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TE 5 1.64/3.5/5.36/7.22 ms; TI: 1.2s; flip angle 5 78;
FoV 5 256 mm; 176 slices; voxel size: 1.0 3 1.0 31.0 mm).

Data Preprocessing

Resting state fMRI data were preprocessed with previ-
ously reported procedures [Kucyi and Davis, 2014; Kucyi
et al., 2014, 2013] using FSL v5.0.7 [Jenkinson et al., 2012],
MATLAB 8.0.0.783 (Mathworks), and the fMRISTAT tool-
box [Worsley et al., 2002]. Using FSL’s FEAT, the following
were first performed: motion correction (MCFLIRT), brain
extraction (BET) and linear registration (FLIRT) with the T1
structural scan (6 DOF) and the MNI 152 2mm3 standard
brain (12 DOF). During further preprocessing, fMRI data
remained in the subjects’ native space. The T1 image was
segmented into partial volume maps for gray matter, white
matter (WM), and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) using FSL’s
FAST. These WM and CSF maps were linearly transformed
to fMRI space and were thresholded to retain voxels with
the highest values (i.e., greatest tissue-type probability)
within volumes of 198 cm3 and 20 cm3, respectively [Chai
et al., 2012]. We then followed the aCompCor approach,
which avoids issues associated with the commonly per-
formed global signal regression approach [Murphy et al.,
2009], captures multiple aspects of physiological and
scanner-related noise, and allows detection of anticorrela-
tions between resting state networks [Behzadi et al., 2007;
Chai et al., 2012]. Furthermore, aCompCor may address the
problem of motion artifact at an acceptable level, as there is
no additional benefit to data quality of “scrubbing” prob-
lematic volumes after aCompCor is performed [Muschelli
et al., 2014] [but see [Pruim et al., 2015] for an alternative
approach]. Principal components analysis was conducted
on the fMRI data within the thresholded WM and CSF vol-
umes, separately. The time series representing the top five
WM principal components, top five CSF principal compo-
nents [Chai et al., 2012], and six motion parameters obtained
with MCFLIRT were then regressed out of the fMRI data.
The data were then spatially smoothed (6 mm full-width at
half-maximum kernel) and temporally filtered (0.01–0.1
Hz).

Cerebellar Seed Definition

The CerDMN seed region was defined in standard
MNI152 2mm3 space using the map provided by Buckner
et al. [2011] based on data from 1,000 healthy adults
(http://www.freesurfer.net/fswiki/CerebellumParcella-
tion_Buckner2011). The CerDMN included lateral clusters
in the right and left cerebellum (spanning areas within Crus
I and II) as well as a medial cluster (spanning areas within
the vermis) (Fig. 1A) for a total of 2,320 voxels (18,560 mm3;
�10% total cerebellar volume). The seed was registered
from MNI152 to native fMRI space using the previously
computed linear transform. The average time course across
all voxels within the CerDMN was then calculated.

Statistical Analyses

In first-level (within-subject) general linear model (GLM)
analyses using FSL’s FEAT, the CerDMN time course was
entered as a regressor to derive a whole-brain map of Con-
trast of Parameter Estimate (COPE) values reflecting FC
with the seed region. The resulting COPE maps were trans-
formed to standard MNI152 space using the combined 6
and 12 DOF transformation matrices and submitted to a
second-level (group-level) mixed effects GLM (FLAME
1 1 2) with four contrasts to identify: (a) positive and nega-
tive FC within the HC group; (b) positive and negative FC
within the ADHD group; (c) HC>ADHD FC; and (d)
ADHD>HC FC. Group-level statistical maps were thresh-
olded with significance set at FWE-corrected Z>2.3 and
cluster-based P<0.05. To account for a potential influence of
handedness, we repeated the group differences analysis
excluding the 2 left-handed ADHD patients in our sample.

In additional group-level analyses (using identical GLM
and thresholding approaches as above), within-group
demeaned ASRS inattention scores were entered as a
regressor to identify regions where CerDMN FC is associ-
ated with inattention in HC and in ADHD. Furthermore, a
two-group with continuous covariate interaction analysis
was conducted with inattention scores as a regressor
(mean across both groups subtracted out), and statistical
contrasts were set up to identify significant group differen-
ces in CerDMN FC relationships with inattention.

Voxels that were identified as significant in group-level
contrasts were classified as belonging to 1 of 7 cortical net-
works [DMN, salience, frontoparietal, DAN, sensorimotor,
visual, and limbic]. To quantify volumes overlapping with
each network, the significant-level parametric maps were
multiplied by the 7 cortical networks (“tight mask”) pro-
vided by Yeo et al. [2011], based on clustering of resting
state FC data from 1,000 healthy adults (http://surfer.nmr.
mgh.harvard.edu/fswiki/CorticalParcellation_Yeo2011).

Supplementary Analyses

Despite performance of the described preprocessing
approaches to minimize the impact of non-neuronal noise
on results, systematic group differences in head motion or
signal-to-noise could impact analysis outcomes [Power
et al., 2015; Van Dijk et al., 2012]. Mean relative head dis-
placement has been shown to be particularly problematic
for FC estimates [Power et al., 2015]. We, therefore, calcu-
lated mean relative displacement (with MCFLIRT in FSL)
[Jenkinson et al., 2002] for each subject and conducted a
two-tailed t-test to compare ADHD versus HC group val-
ues. To further control for individual differences in head
movement, we reconducted the GLM analysis of ADHD
versus HC CerDMN FC with inclusion of mean relative
displacement values as a regressor of no interest. Addi-
tionally, we conducted two-tailed t-tests to compare group
average values for the six motion parameters obtained
with MCFLIRT (x, y, z, pitch, roll, yaw).
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Notably, the CerDMN seed region in the main analysis
was a large volume that included areas within both cere-
bellar hemispheres, which did not allow us to determine
whether CerDMN subregions (or right versus left hemi-
sphere regions) contributed to results more than others.
Areas within CerDMN have lateralized intrinsic FC [Wang
et al., 2013], so it is possible that right and left regions con-
tributed differently. We, therefore, repeated the procedures
described above for the GLM analysis of ADHD versus
HC FC using two small, spherical (6 mm diameter) seeds
in the right (xyz 5 29, 278, -32; Supporting Information
Fig. S1A) and left CerDMN (xyz 5 232, 279, 231; Sup-
porting Information Fig. S1B), both located in Crus I. Small
regions surrounding these coordinates were previously
shown to exhibit FC specifically with cortical DMN areas
[Buckner et al., 2011].

RESULTS

Inattention

There was no overlap in ASRS inattention scores
between groups (HC range: 0–12; ADHD range: 14–35). A
two-tailed independent samples t-test revealed a signifi-

cant group difference in ASRS inattention (mean 6 SD: HC
5.1 6 3.8; ADHD 24.6 6 5.1, P< 0.00001).

Group Differences in Functional Connectivity of

Cerebellar Default Network Areas

Within each group, the CerDMN exhibited the expected
positive FC with cortical and subcortical regions of the
DMN, including mPFC, PCC/PCu, lateral parietal cortex/
posterior temporoparietal junction, middle frontal gyrus,
subgenual anterior cingulate cortex, lateral temporal cor-
tex, temporal pole, parahippocampal gyrus, hippocampal
formation, thalamus, and caudate nucleus (Fig. 1B). No
regions showed significant negative FC with the CerDMN
within either group. There were no regions showing
greater CerDMN FC in the HC compared to ADHD group.
However, the ADHD group showed higher CerDMN FC
with many regions, including bilateral insula (anterior,
middle, and posterior portions), bilateral midcingulate cor-
tex (MCC), bilateral retrosplenial cortex (Rsp), bilateral
putamen, bilateral precentral and postcentral gyri, right
superior temporal gyrus, bilateral lateral occipital cortex
(superior and inferior aspects), bilateral fusiform and

Figure 1.

CerDMN seed and its FC in the HC and ADHD groups. (A)

The CerDMN seed (based on [Buckner et al., 2011]) from

which the resting state fMRI time series were extracted. B) Vox-

els showing significant positive FC with the CerDMN in the HC

and ADHD groups [FWE-corrected Z > 2.3 (threshold

increased to 3.5 for display purposes); cluster-based P< 0.05].

HF, hippocampal formation; LPC, lateral parietal cortex; mPFC,

medial prefrontal cortex; PCC, posterior cingulate cortex; PCu,

precuneus; Thal, thalamus. [Color figure can be viewed in the

online issue, which is available at wileyonlinelibrary.com.]
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lingual gyri, bilateral cuneus, bilateral frontal eye fields
(FEF), bilateral superior parietal lobule (SPL), and left cere-
bellum (lobules V/VI) (Fig. 2A). When excluding the 2
left-handed ADHD patients in our sample, very similar
group differences were obtained (ADHD>HC parametric
maps with versus without left-handed patients excluded
were had a voxelwise correlation of r 5 0.99).

The cortical volumes exhibiting greater CerDMN FC in
ADHD compared to HC were classified into the 7 Yeo
et al [2011] defined networks [network: volume, percent-
age of total volume in network]: [DMN: 1,216 mm3, 0.9%],
[Salience: 5,120 mm3, 8.6%], [DAN: 6,568 mm3, 11.3%],
[FPN: 1,000 mm3, 1.2%], [Sensorimotor: 6,288 mm3, 9.2%],
[Visual: 9,632 mm3, 14.7%], and [Limbic: 0 mm3, 0.0%]
(Fig. 2B). Within the salience, DAN and sensorimotor net-
work volumes, there was an average of FC in the negative
direction in HC but an average of FC in the positive direc-

tion in ADHD. Within the DMN, FPN, and visual network
volumes, the ADHD group had greater positive FC on
average than the HC group (Fig. 2B).

Relationship Between Inattention and Functional

Connectivity of Cerebellar Default Network

Areas

Within the ADHD group there were no regions showing
a significant association between inattention and CerDMN
FC. However within the HC group, there was a positive
association between inattention and CerDMN FC with left
SPL, left sensorimotor cortex, left posterior insula, left
Heschl’s gyrus (auditory cortex), and left lateral occipital
complex (inferior). In other words, controls with greater
inattention scores showed greater connectivity between the

Figure 2.

Regions showing higher CerDMN resting FC in ADHD patients

and their classification by network. (A) Voxels showing signifi-

cantly greater FC in ADHD compared to HC (FWE-corrected

Z > 2.3; cluster-based P< 0.05). (B) Polar plot (left) shows vox-

els from (A) quantified in terms of volume (mm3) that overlaps

with each of seven networks defined by Yeo et al. [2011]. Brain

images (right, top) show networks in blue and their overlap with

ADHD>HC CerDMN FC maps (transparent red/yellow). Bar

plots (right, bottom) show mean FC within each group across

voxels in each network that overlapped with ADHD>HC

CerDMN FC maps (ADHD, red; HC, black). Error bars depict

standard error of the mean. COPE, contrast of parameter esti-

mate; Cun, cuneus; DAN, dorsal attention network; DMN,

default mode network; Ins, insula; FEF, frontal eye fields; FPN,

frontoparietal network; Ling, lingual gyrus; MCC, mid-cingulate

cortex; Rsp, retrosplenial cortex; SMN, sensorimotor network;

SPL, superior parietal lobule. [Color figure can be viewed in the

online issue, which is available at wileyonlinelibrary.com.]
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CerDMN and regions largely within DAN and visual net-
works. To assess the different relationships observed
between groups, we analyzed the group interaction. This
analysis revealed that the relationship was greater in HC
compared to ADHD between inattention and CerDMN FC
with the bilateral SPL, right postcentral gyrus, right lateral
occipital complex (superior), and bilateral fusiform gyrus/
lateral occipital complex (inferior) (Fig. 3A). Those volumes
exhibiting a stronger CerDMN FC relationship with inat-
tention in HC compared to ADHD could be classified into
networks as follows: [DMN: 8 mm3, 0.006%], [Salience:
0 mm3, 0.0%], [DAN: 824 mm3, 1.4%], [FPN: 160 mm3,
0.2%], [Sensorimotor: 384 mm3, 0.6%], [Visual: 1,400 mm3,
2.1%], [Limbic: 0 mm3, 0.0%] (Fig. 3B). Plots of FC versus
inattention for volumes from the visual network and DAN,
the two networks with the greatest volumes contributing to
the group interaction, show that relationships were positive
in the HC group but trended in the negative direction in
the ADHD group (Fig. 3B).

Figure 3.

Differences between ADHD and HC groups in the relationship

between ASRS inattention and resting CerDMN FC. (A) Voxels

showing a stronger inattention-CerDMN FC association in HC

compared to ADHD (FWE-corrected Z > 2.3; cluster-based

P< 0.05). (B) Polar plot (left) shows voxels from (A) quantified

in terms of volume (mm3) that overlaps with each of seven net-

works defined by Yeo et al. [2011]. Scatter plots (right) show, in

each group, individual inattention scores versus mean CerDMN

FC across voxels from (A) that overlap with the labeled net-

works (HC, black; ADHD, red). ASRS, Adult ADHD Self-Report

Scale; COPE, Contrast Of Parameter Estimate; DAN, dorsal

attention network; DMN, default mode network; FPN, frontopa-

rietal network; Fus, fusiform gyrus; LOC, lateral occipital com-

plex; SMN, sensorimotor network; SPL, superior parietal lobule.

[Color figure can be viewed in the online issue, which is avail-

able at wileyonlinelibrary.com.]

Figure 4.

Overlap of voxels showing increased CerDMN FC in ADHD

compared to HC (red) and a weaker association of inattention

with CerDMN FC in ADHD compared to HC (green). [Color

figure can be viewed in the online issue, which is available at

wileyonlinelibrary.com.]
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Group Differences Related to Inattention

To illustrate regions that both exhibited a group differ-
ence in CerDMN FC and a group interaction in the rela-
tionship between inattention and CerDMN FC, we
overlaid the maps from the two analyses on one another
(Fig. 4). This revealed that areas in bilateral SPL (part of
the DAN) and areas within the visual network exhibited
greater CerDMN FC in ADHD compared to HC, as well
as a weaker relationship between inattention and CerDMN
FC in ADHD compared to HC.

Controlling for Head Motion

There was no significant group difference in mean rela-
tive head displacement (mean 6 SD: ADHD 0.091 6 0.073;
HC 0.066 6 0.063; P 5 0.25). When controlling for mean rel-
ative displacement in the group differences GLM analysis,
virtually the same map of regions exhibiting ADHD>HC
CerDMN appeared as significant (r 5 0.99 correlation
between maps with versus without controlling for motion).

Additionally, there were no significant group differences
in average values for any of the six motion parameters (x,
y, z, pitch, roll, and yaw) (P> 0.35 in all cases).

Group Differences with Lateralized Cerebellar

Seeds

When reconducting CerDMN FC group difference anal-
yses with right and left Crus I subregions of the CerDMN
as seeds, similar results were obtained compared to when
using the whole CerDMN seed. For both right and left
seeds, there were no regions showing greater FC in HC
compared to ADHD. Similar to results from the main anal-
ysis, ADHD compared to HC had greater FC with regions
comprising several networks (DAN, salience, DMN, visual,
sensorimotor, FPN). Qualitatively, more clusters were sig-
nificant for the left compared to right CerDMN seed (Fig.
5). However, differences in effect magnitudes for right
compared to left CerDMN seeds were small, and at the
cluster-uncorrected level, group difference results for right
and left seeds showed a very high degree of overlap.

Figure 5.

Regions showing higher resting FC with right and left CerDMN
subregions in ADHD patients compared to HC. (A) Right
CerDMN Crus I seed region (left) and voxels showing significantly
greater FC in ADHD compared to HC (right; FWE-corrected Z >
2.3; cluster-based P< 0.05). (B) Left CerDMN Crus I seed region

(left) and voxels showing significantly greater FC in ADHD com-
pared to HC (right; FWE-corrected Z > 2.3; cluster-based
P< 0.05). [Color figure can be viewed in the online issue, which is
available at wileyonlinelibrary.com.]
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DISCUSSION

We capitalized on advances in understanding the cere-
bellum’s role in cognition to reveal insights into neural
network mechanisms of ADHD. We showed that in
ADHD the cerebellar component of the DMN exhibits dis-
rupted resting state FC with several brain networks span-
ning sensory and association areas of the cerebral cortex.
In ADHD, the CerDMN showed positive FC (in contrast
to average FC in the negative direction found in controls)
with widespread regions of salience, dorsal attention and
sensorimotor networks. ADHD individuals also exhibited

greater FC (a more positive correlation) of the CerDMN

with frontoparietal and visual network regions. Further-

more, healthy subjects with higher inattention scores had

greater FC of the CerDMN with areas of the visual net-

work and the DAN. This suggests that normal-range

“ADHD-like” traits (inattention) are linked with “ADHD-

like” cerebro-cerebellar network organization. Taken

together, these results show that cerebro-cerebellar circuits

implicated in attention are reorganized in ADHD.

Cerebellum and ADHD

Neuroimaging evidence indicates that ADHD is charac-
terized by patterns of abnormal connectivity in brain net-
works relevant to cognition, emotion and sensorimotor
functions and with regions spanning the cerebral cortex,
subcortex, and cerebellum [Castellanos and Proal, 2012].
Although the role of the cerebellum, particularly as it
relates to cognition, is not usually emphasized in ADHD,
previous studies have revealed cerebellar structural abnor-
malities and decreased activations during cognitive task
performance [Ivanov et al., 2014; Makris et al., in press;
Stoodley, 2014; Valera et al., 2007, 2010b].

Prominent contemporary theories of neural dysfunction
in ADHD are grounded in an understanding of networks
across the cortex that exhibit abnormal within- and
between-network interactions [Castellanos and Proal, 2012;
Sonuga-Barke and Castellanos, 2007]. While previous stud-
ies have identified resting cerebellar FC abnormalities in
ADHD [Cao et al., 2009; Fair et al., 2012; Tian et al., 2006],
our work is unique in that we capitalized on the develop-
ment of a functional atlas of cerebellar subregions linked
to well-defined cortical networks [Buckner et al., 2011] to
integrate the role of the cerebellum into existing theories
of ADHD and the DMN. Much of the cerebellum displays
FC with association cortices involved in attention and
higher order cognition [Buckner, 2013], so cerebro-
cerebellar communication changes should be expected in
ADHD. Our results confirm a link of cerebro-cerebellar
connectivity with ADHD, and particularly for inattention,
suggesting a potential new target for intervention in
ADHD including transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS)
of the lateral cerebellum, which has been shown to impact
attentional performance [Arasanz et al., 2012].

Inattention and the DMN

Based on evidence of DMN engagement during atten-
tional fluctuations and lapses, Sonuga-Barke and Castella-
nos [Sonuga-Barke and Castellanos, 2007] proposed the
“default mode interference hypothesis.” They suggested
that DMN dysfunction characterizes ADHD and may be
linked with behaviors related to inattention, including
increased RT variability during sustained attention task
performance and instances of spontaneous mind-
wandering away from the external environment. The
hypothesis is supported by distinct reports of DMN abnor-
malities [Posner et al., 2014], increased RT variability [Cas-
tellanos et al., 2005; Klein et al., 2006] and a higher
frequency of mind-wandering [Franklin et al., in press;
Seli et al., 2015] with ADHD or ADHD-like symptoms.
However, with a few exceptions [Barber et al., 2015; Fass-
bender et al., 2009], rarely have studies integrated these
neural and behavioral aspects to assess their direct links in
ADHD.

Notably, within-DMN resting state FC has been linked
with individual differences in inattention [Gordon et al.,
2014] and the tendency to mind-wander [Andrews-Hanna
et al., 2010a; Doucet et al., 2012; Kucyi and Davis, 2014;
O’Callaghan et al., 2015] (both of which are associated with
ADHD) in healthy individuals. The association of these
behaviors with DMN FC in ADHD remains unclear. One
possibility is that previous studies showing reduced within-
DMN FC between PCC/PCu and mPFC in ADHD [Castella-
nos et al., 2008; Fair et al., 2010; Mattfeld et al., 2014] are
reflective of attentional dysfunction, particularly as this
reduced FC has been found in those who persist with ADHD
into adulthood but not in those who remit [Mattfeld et al.,
2014]. Studies of individual variability in resting state FC
have revealed that both inattention [Gordon et al., 2014] and
forms of mind-wandering [Doucet et al., 2012; Kucyi and
Davis, 2014] are linked with lower within-DMN FC, whereas
rumination (an inability to shift attention away from a given
train of thought) is linked with enhanced within-DMN (PCC-
mPFC) FC [Kucyi et al., 2014; Zhu et al., 2012].

We found evidence of increased CerDMN FC with a
few regions in the DMN (e.g., retrosplenial cortex) in
ADHD, but the behavioral significance of this finding
remains unknown as this FC was not linked with inatten-
tion. This finding goes against our initial hypothesis of
reduced CerDMN FC with cortical DMN regions in
ADHD, but we note that the result is still largely consist-
ent with previous findings of reduced mPFC-PCC FC. We
found that only a very small proportion of the DMN
(0.90%, with little overlap with mPFC or PCC) showed
enhanced FC with the CerDMN. The DMN is believed to
be composed of several subsystems [Andrews-Hanna
et al., 2010b], so it is possible that some within-DMN FC is
enhanced but some is reduced in ADHD. A recent study
revealed hyperconnectivity between cortical DMN areas in
children with ADHD [Barber et al., 2015], supporting the
notion that ADHD may not be characterized by uniformly
decreased within-DMN FC.
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DMN Interactions with Anticorrelated Networks

The initial finding that the DMN exhibits anticorrelated
spontaneous activity with the FPN, DAN and salience net-
work [Fox et al., 2005] was met with controversy due to
fMRI methodological issues [Murphy et al., 2009], but neu-
rophysiological evidence [Keller et al., 2013] and fMRI
methodological advances [Chai et al., 2012] give support
for the existence of such an anticorrelation. Importantly,
anticorrelated spontaneous activity fluctuations suggest
that these networks may normally interact with one
another and that disruption in the interaction could affect
cognition and behavior. In traumatic brain injury for
example, it has been shown that damage to WM tracts of
the salience network is associated with abnormal DMN
function [Bonnelle et al., 2012] and impaired DMN-
salience network FC during task performance [Jilka et al.,
2014]. Furthering evidence for interactions between anti-
correlated networks, it was shown that TMS to an FPN
node altered DMN FC [Chen et al., 2013]. At the level of
behaviors relevant to ADHD, individual differences in RT
variability [Kelly et al., 2008] and trial-to-trial fluctuations
in mind-wandering [Mittner et al., 2014] have been associ-
ated with strength of DMN FC with anticorrelated net-
works. Additionally, the balance of DMN versus DAN
activity has been shown to subserve intra-individual fluc-
tuations in RT variability during sustained attention [Ester-
man et al., 2013; Esterman et al., 2014].

Our results extend existing literature on interactions
between the DMN and anticorrelated networks, showing a
role of the CerDMN, which is typically neglected. Broadly,
our results of impaired coupling of the CerDMN with the
DAN, FPN and salience network are consistent with previ-
ous rs-fMRI ADHD studies that showed similar results for
cortical nodes of these networks [Castellanos et al., 2008;
Hoekzema et al., 2014; Mattfeld et al., 2014; Sripada et al.,
2014; Sun et al., 2012]. The negative FC with the CerDMN
with these networks in HCs was not as strong (not signifi-
cant at the whole-brain FWE-corrected level) as typically
reported for cortical DMN nodes, but the general pattern
of our findings was similar to previous cortical FC find-
ings. Furthermore, our findings demonstrate that in
healthy individuals, less anticorrelation between the
CerDMN and areas of the DAN is associated with greater
inattention. This result can be reconciled with the finding
of greater RT variability (potentially representing inatten-
tion) associated with a weaker anticorrelation of the (corti-
cal) DMN with networks associated with externally
oriented attention in healthy subjects [Kelly et al., 2008].
As such, the role of the cerebellum in attention and inter-
network interactions should be given increased focus in
future studies.

DMN Interactions with Motor and Sensory

Networks

Our findings of higher FC of the CerDMN with the sen-
sorimotor and visual networks in ADHD were unex-

pected, but several studies suggest that these networks
have altered structure and function in ADHD [Castellanos
and Proal, 2012]. In previous rs-fMRI studies, efficiency of
FC for occipital areas was altered in ADHD [Wang et al.,
2009], and altered SMN FC was found in two ADHD sub-
types [Fair et al., 2012]. Furthermore, greater anticorrelated
spontaneous DMN-occipital FC was shown to be associ-
ated with greater attentional control in typically develop-
ing but not ADHD children [Barber et al., 2015],
compatible with our findings of greater CerDMN-occipital
FC associated with inattention in HCs but not adults with
ADHD.

Visual network abnormalities in ADHD could reflect
failure to ignore irrelevant stimuli. This network functions
closely with the DAN in the control of visual attention
[Corbetta and Shulman, 2002]. As we found that CerDMN
FC with regions within both DAN and visual networks
was both enhanced in ADHD and linked with normal-
range inattention, interactions among these networks may
play a role in suppressing or enhancing the attentional
capture of irrelevant visual stimuli.

Limitations

Our sample size was adequate to detect FC group differ-
ences and relationships with inattention in healthy sub-
jects. However, it is possible that limited statistical power
prevented us from identifying relationships of FC with
inattention in ADHD. Because of small sample sizes for
each ADHD subtype (inattentive, hyperactive, and com-
bined) in our study, we also were unable to parse poten-
tially varied contributions of subject subtype on the FC
findings. The IQ of our sample, though well matched
between subjects with ADHD and HCs, was higher than
average. As such, additional work would be required to
determine whether these findings would be similar for
groups with different IQs. Additionally, while ADHD sub-
jects refrained from taking psychostimulants for 24 h prior
to scanning, medication status differences between subjects
could have affected our intrinsic FC results [Mueller et al.,
2014; Ramaekers et al., 2013]. Some evidence suggests that
psychostimulants tend to normalize abnormalities in brain
structure and function in ADHD [Spencer et al., 2013], so
it is possible that inclusion of medicated patients reduced
our ability to detect group differences in FC. Further stud-
ies with larger sample sizes would be required to delineate
the effects of psychostimulant use on intrinsic FC in
ADHD.

Future Directions

In our study, we took a highly focused approach to
study spontaneous CerDMN FC in ADHD. Our findings
may motivate future investigations that further explore the
mechanisms of abnormal cerebro-cerebellar interactions in
ADHD. Advanced rs-fMRI analysis methods, such as
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graph theory and dynamic FC have recently been applied
to give insight to global-level spontaneous network abnor-
malities in ADHD [Di Martino et al., 2013; Ou et al., 2014;
Wang et al., 2009]. Furthermore, multivariate approaches
combining structural and functional changes have given
insight into the pathophysiology of ADHD [Kessler et al.,
2014] and could be further applied to understanding
cerebro-cerebellar network abnormalities and their effects
on behavior. Additionally, it was recently shown that tar-
geted noninvasive CerDMN stimulation with TMS leads to
changes in FC with and within cortical networks [Halko
et al., 2014] supporting further investigation of the effects
of CerDMN neurostimulation on inattention and related
behaviors. Finally, both the DMN and cerebellum exhibit
abnormalities in a wide range of psychiatric and neurolog-
ical disorders [Villanueva, 2012; Whitfield-Gabrieli and
Ford, 2012], so investigation of CerDMN FC and its poten-
tial targeting in populations beyond ADHD is warranted.
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