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ABSTRACT

Phosphatidylserine (PtdSer) receptors that are responsible for the clearance of dying cells have recently been found to mediate
enveloped virus entry. Ebola virus (EBOV), a member of the Filoviridae family of viruses, utilizes PtdSer receptors for entry into
target cells. The PtdSer receptors human and murine T-cell immunoglobulin mucin (TIM) domain proteins TIM-1 and TIM-4
mediate filovirus entry by binding to PtdSer on the virion surface via a conserved PtdSer binding pocket within the amino-termi-
nal IgV domain. While the residues within the TIM-1 IgV domain that are important for EBOV entry are characterized, the mo-
lecular details of virion–TIM-4 interactions have yet to be investigated. As sequences and structural alignments of the TIM pro-
teins suggest distinct differences in the TIM-1 and TIM-4 IgV domain structures, we sought to characterize TIM-4 IgV domain
residues required for EBOV entry. Using vesicular stomatitis virus pseudovirions bearing EBOV glycoprotein (EBOV GP/
VSV�G), we evaluated virus binding and entry into cells expressing TIM-4 molecules mutated within the IgV domain, al-
lowing us to identify residues important for entry. Similar to TIM-1, residues in the PtdSer binding pocket of murine and
human TIM-4 (mTIM-4 and hTIM-4) were found to be important for EBOV entry. However, additional TIM-4-specific res-
idues were also found to impact EBOV entry, with a total of 8 mTIM-4 and 14 hTIM-4 IgV domain residues being critical
for virion binding and internalization. Together, these findings provide a greater understanding of the interaction of
TIM-4 with EBOV virions.

IMPORTANCE

With more than 28,000 cases and over 11,000 deaths during the largest and most recent Ebola virus (EBOV) outbreak, there has
been increased emphasis on the development of therapeutics against filoviruses. Many therapies under investigation target
EBOV cell entry. T-cell immunoglobulin mucin (TIM) domain proteins are cell surface factors important for the entry of many
enveloped viruses, including EBOV. TIM family member TIM-4 is expressed on macrophages and dendritic cells, which are
early cellular targets during EBOV infection. Here, we performed a mutagenesis screening of the IgV domain of murine
and human TIM-4 to identify residues that are critical for EBOV entry. Surprisingly, we identified more human than mu-
rine TIM-4 IgV domain residues that are required for EBOV entry. Defining the TIM IgV residues needed for EBOV entry
clarifies the virus-receptor interactions and paves the way for the development of novel therapeutics targeting virus bind-
ing to this cell surface receptor.

Ebolavirus and Marburgvirus, members of the Filoviridae family,
are enveloped, negative-sense RNA viruses that cause severe

hemorrhagic fever in humans and nonhuman primates. A mem-
ber of the Ebolavirus genus, Ebola virus (EBOV), is a causative
agent of episodic filovirus outbreaks in Africa, including the most
recent and deadly West African epidemic that began in December
2013 (1, 2). Contributing to the virulent nature of this virus is the
ability of EBOV to infect a broad range of cells, including macro-
phages and dendritic cells (DCs), that are early targets of infection
and are thought to be responsible for virus spread to other
cell populations such as hepatocytes, endothelial cells, and fi-
broblasts (3).

Several protein families have been identified as cell surface re-
ceptors mediating filovirus entry into cells. These include C-type
lectins and phosphatidylserine (PtdSer) receptors (4). Several dif-
ferent PtdSer receptors can mediate virion uptake, including the
Tyro3, Axl, and Mer (TAM) family of receptor tyrosine kinases
and the T-cell immunoglobulin mucin (TIM) family of receptors,
through interactions with PtdSer on the surface of virions (5–13).

PtdSer within the outer leaflet of the viral envelope mimics PtdSer
presentation on an apoptotic cell and allows virions to utilize cel-
lular clearance mechanisms for engulfment. This unconventional
mechanism utilized by enveloped and some lipid-enclosed non-
enveloped viruses for cellular internalization has been termed
apoptotic mimicry (14).

The TIM protein family members are type I cell surface glyco-
proteins (GPs). While there are four functional family members
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(TIM-1, TIM-2, TIM-3, and TIM-4) in mice, only three (TIM-1,
TIM-3, and TIM-4) are present in humans. Murine TIM-1
(mTIM-1) and mTIM-4 and human TIM-1 (hTIM-1) and
hTIM-4 can serve as enveloped virus receptors, whereas the other
family members do not (11, 13, 15). TIM-1 and -4 are expressed
on distinct populations of cells, with TIM-1 found on CD4� T
cells (16, 17) and some B and epithelial cell populations (11, 18–
20) and TIM-4 present on some macrophage and DC subsets (16,
21, 22).

The hTIM-1 and -4 and mTIM-1 and -4 ectodomains are rel-
atively conserved and composed of an amino-terminal immuno-
globulin variable (IgV)-like domain and a mucin-like domain
(MLD) (23). While both domains are required for EBOV inter-
nalization into cells (24), virion-associated PtdSer is thought to
interact directly with residues within the IgV domain (12). The
structures of all of the mTIM and hTIM IgV domains have been
solved (25–29). While the IgV domains from different TIMs are
similar, they are not identical, with differences in structure found
between TIM homologs, as well as between the murine and hu-
man orthologs. Nonetheless, all IgV domain structures contain a
conserved PtdSer binding pocket composed of the same structural
loops.

Ectopic expression of hTIM-4 enhances the entry of many en-
veloped viruses, including filoviruses, flaviviruses, New World
arenaviruses, and alphaviruses, to a level similar to that of hTIM-1
(12, 13), but the details of the virion–TIM-4 interactions that are
required for virus internalization have not been studied. Investi-
gations of the binding and uptake of PtdSer liposomes or apop-
totic bodies have demonstrated that two central PtdSer binding
pocket residues, N121 and D122, are critically important for
mTIM-4 or hTIM interactions (21, 25, 27). In addition to these
critical residues, two other mTIM-4 IgV domain residues, W119
and F120, have been found to be important for PtdSer liposome or
apoptotic body binding (21, 25, 30). The latter residues reside
within the FG loop that makes up the upper ridge of the PtdSer
binding pocket.

Prior to our present studies, the IgV domain residues required
for TIM-4-mediated EBOV entry were not defined. However,
structural comparisons of the IgV domains of hTIM-4 and
mTIM-4 with other TIMs indicate that there are distinct differ-
ences between the different family members within this domain.
This suggests that IgV domain residues required for virion inter-
actions may differ for the various family members. Here, we iden-
tified IgV domain residues that are critical for mTIM-4- and
hTIM-4-mediated filovirus entry, defining residues that are re-
quired for optimal virion binding and uptake. Our mutagenesis
studies demonstrate that more hTIM-4 than mTIM-4 IgV domain
residues affect EBOV entry. Fourteen hTIM-4 but only eight
mTIM-4 IgV domain residues were important for EBOV entry.
These same residues were found to affect PtdSer liposome binding
as well, indicating that it is PtdSer on the virion, and not the viral
GP, that mediates virion interactions with TIM-4. Surprisingly,
we found that several of the required IgV residues, particularly in
hTIM-4, reside outside the PtdSer binding pocket. This is evi-
dence that differences in the murine and human IgV domain
structures impact virion PtdSer-receptor interactions.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Cell lines. Human embryonic kidney cell lines HEK 293T and HEK 293
were maintained in Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s medium (DMEM) with

5% fetal bovine serum (FBS) and 1% penicillin-streptomycin (P/S). For
generation of a HEK 293 cell line stably expressing hTIM-4, the hTIM-4
sequence was cloned into a cytomegalovirus (CMV)-driven expression
plasmid that also expressed a neomycin (Neo) resistance gene. HEK 293
cells were transfected with the hTIM-4 –Neo plasmid by a polyethyleni-
mine (PEI) transfection protocol. Cells were selected by passage in the
presence of 1 mg/ml G418 in DMEM with 10% FBS and 1% P/S. To obtain
a cell population that expressed high levels of TIM-4, single cells were
plated and grown in a 96-well plate. Clonal populations were obtained
and screened for hTIM-4 expression. A clonal population with a high
hTIM-4 expression level was obtained and maintained under selection
with 1 mg/ml G418.

Pseudovirion and recombinant virus production. (i) EBOV VSV
GFP pseudovirion generation. Vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV�G-GFP)
pseudovirions encoding green fluorescent protein (GFP) in place of the
GP open reading frame and pseudotyped with EBOV GP (EBOV VSV�G-
GFP) were produced as previously described (11, 31, 32). Briefly, HEK
293T cells were transfected with a CMV-driven expression plasmid con-
taining EBOV (formerly Zaire EBOV) GP lacking the GP1 MLD or with
full-length EBOV GP (FL EBOV). EBOV GP lacking the MLD was used
for most of these studies because of its ability to confer the same tropism
as FL EBOV GP and to produce higher pseudovirus titers (33–35). Twen-
ty-four hours following transfection, the cells were transduced with
VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions bearing Lassa virus GPC. Four hours after
transduction, the medium was removed, the cells were washed twice with
phosphate-buffered saline (PBS), and fresh medium was added. The
EBOV GP-pseudotyped virions were collected at 48 and 72 h following
transduction, pooled, and filtered through a 0.45-�m filter. Virus stocks
were aliquoted and stored at �80°C until use.

(ii) EBOV GP/rVSV generation. Recombinant, replication-compe-
tent VSV encoding GFP and EBOV GP lacking the GP1 MLD replaced the
native VSV GP-encoding gene within the genome (EBOV GP/rVSV). In-
fectious virus was produced as previously described (12). EBOV GP/rVSV
stocks were produced in Vero cells, an African green monkey kidney ep-
ithelial cell line, by infection at a low multiplicity of infection (MOI) of
�0.001. Supernatants were collected 48 h following infection and filtered
through a 0.45-�m filter, and aliquots were stored at �80°C until use. The
titer of the EBOV GP/rVSV stock was determined by endpoint dilution on
Vero cells, and infection was scored 5 days following infection for GFP
positivity with an inverted fluorescence microscope. Virus titers were cal-
culated as the 50% tissue culture infective dose per milliliter by the Reed-
Muench method (36).

Protein structures. The mTIM-4 (Protein Data Bank [PDB] code
3BI9) (25), hTIM-4 (PDB code 5DZN), and hTIM-1 (PDB code 5DZO)
(28) IgV domain crystal structures were obtained from the Research Col-
laboratory for Structural Bioinformatics (RCSB) PDB. The crystal struc-
tures were manipulated and rendered with PyMOL (37).

TIM-4 mutagenesis. TIM-4 point mutations were introduced into a
CMV immediate-early-promoter-driven hTIM-4 or mTIM-4 expression
plasmid (OriGene) by the QuikChange (Stratagene) methodology previ-
ously described (12). Mutagenesis primers contained targeted nucleotide
changes flanked by base pairs of homologous sequence. PCR was per-
formed with Pfu Turbo DNA polymerase (Stratagene) and an S1000 ther-
mal cycler (Bio-Rad) for 17 cycles (95°C for 30 s, 55°C for 1 min, and 68°C
for 14 min). The parental plasmid was removed by digesting the PCR
product with DpnI (New England BioLabs). The plasmid was trans-
formed into bacteria, and single colonies were selected for plasmid puri-
fication/analysis. All mutants were confirmed by DNA sequencing, and
the characteristics of these mutants are summarized in Table 1.

Surface expression. HEK 293T cells were PEI transfected with the
empty vector or wild-type (WT) or mutant TIM-4 expression vectors.
HEK 293T cells were utilized for our studies because of their ability to be
easily transfected with TIM-4-expressing plasmids, their lack of endoge-
nous expression of TIM family members, and their poor permissivity to
EBOV infection (11, 12). Twenty-four hours following transfection, cells
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TABLE 1 hTIM-4 and mTIM-4 IgV domain mutationsa

Mutation(s) Location Expression Mean % of WT transduction � SEM Mean % of WT infection � SEM

mTIM-4
R49A BC loop WT 77 � 4.4 128 � 10.9
N61A CC= loop WT 108 � 8.7 NDb

N61D CC= loop WT 103 � 6.1
S62A CC= loop WT 118 � 7.4 ND
K63A CC= loop WT 62 � 4.1 80 � 8.3
R70A C= �-strand WT 90 � 4.4 ND
F92A DE loop WT 92 � 13.8 ND
G93A DE loop WT 112 � 24.2 ND
G105A EF loop WT 124 � 12.3 ND
D106A EF loop WT 116 � 21.5 ND
R113A F �-strand WT 48 � 9.8 22 � 1.2
V116A FG loop WT 93 � 5.0 ND
P117A FG loop WT 118 � 2.9 ND
P117R FG loop WT 96 � 8.2 ND
G118A FG loop WT 61 � 10.2 23 � 6.8
W119A FG loop WT 60 � 8.8 43 � 8.3
F120A FG loop WT 61 � 8.7 48 � 10.3
N121A FG loop WT 7 � 1.8 14 � 2.8
N121D FG loop WT 10 � 3.0 20 � 7.9
D122A FG loop WT 12 � 0.8 14 � 4.7
D122N FG loop WT 12 � 2.1 11 � 5.3
ND121/122DN FG loop WT 4 � 5.6 7.6 � 2.0
K124A G �-strand WT 117 � 13 ND
K125A G �-strand WT 110 � 14.6 ND

hTIM-4
R35A AB loop WT 103 � 11.1 101 � 8.8
T37A B �-strand WT 81 � 7.1 82 � 15.5
S46A BC loop WT 87 � 4.6 ND
H47A BC loop WT 109 � 18.3 ND
N48A BC loop WT 95.4 � 8.4 ND
S49A BC loop WT 46 � 5.5 81 � 4.5
S49R BC loop WT 42 � 3.6 ND
Y61A CC= loop WT 64 � 6.2 94 � 7.5
Y61P CC= loop WT 70 � 3.3 105 � 9.8
S62A CC= loop WT 64 � 3.6 104 � 4.9
G63A CC= loop WT 44 � 6.1 47 � 9
G63K CC= loop WT 43 � 2.8 ND
K65A CC= loop WT 115 � 5.9 109 � 4.9
R70A C= �-strand WT 58 � 9.1 42 � 2.8
M74A C=C	 loop WT 101 � 6.0 ND
R75A C=C	 loop WT 109 � 7.4 ND
P91A DE loop WT 126 � 22.6 102 � 1.2
P91R DE loop WT 78 � 8.3 107 � 13.9
R92A DE loop WT 124 � 13.3 97 � 6.7
G93A DE loop WT 1 � 0.5 6 � 3.9
G93A DE loop 50% of WT 8 � 1.8 7.5 � 0.9
G93V DE loop 
10% of WT 4 � 3.4 10 � 3.2
R92AG93A DE loop �80% of WT 6 � 2.3 12 � 3.6
D94A DE loop WT 77 � 2.7 20 � 10.2
D94E DE loop WT 123 � 16.9 ND
V95A DE loop WT 85 � 11.7 77 � 4.4
S96A DE loop WT 81 � 5.8 94 � 5.0
L97A E �-strand WT 1 � 0.6 19 � 9.5
T98A E �-strand WT 74 � 1.8 62 � 9.2
R113A F �-strand WT 8 � 2.6 7.4 � 1.9
V116A FG loop WT 54 � 5.8 27 � 5.4
P117R FG loop WT 101 � 12.4 96 � 5.1
G118A FG loop WT 7.5 � 1.0 10 � 1.5
W119A FG loop WT 60 � 7.3 29 � 9.3
F120A FG loop WT 53 � 13.2 27 � 10.8
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were lifted with trypsin and a portion of the population was seeded into a
48-well plate while the rest was seeded into a 6-well plate. Forty-eight
hours following transfection, the cells in the 6-well plate were lifted with
PBS plus 5 mM EDTA and washed with PBS plus 5% FBS for analysis of
TIM-4 surface expression. The cells were incubated with hTIM-4-,
mTIM-4-, human Mer-, or human integrin �v-specific goat polyclonal
primary antiserum (R&D Systems) or control goat IgG for 1 h on ice. Cells
were washed and incubated with a DyLight 649-conjugated anti-goat sec-
ondary antibody (Jackson ImmunoResearch) for 20 min on ice. The
amount of TIM-4 surface expression was determined by the percentage of
TIM-4-positive cells in the FL4 channel with a FACSCalibur flow cytom-
eter (BD Bioscience). Mutant hTIM-4 and mTIM-4 expression was nor-
malized to WT hTIM-4 or mTIM-4 expression to determine differences in
surface expression that may occur as a result of the mutations. The pres-
ence of Mer or integrin was assessed by histogram overlays with the con-
trol goat IgG-stained cells.

Transductions and infections. For the transduction experiments, 48-
well plates were seeded with equal numbers of cells transiently transfected
with WT and mutant TIM-4. At 48 h following transfection, the cells were
transduced with EBOV VSV-GFP pseudovirions (MOI of 0.8 [titer deter-
mined on HEK 293T cells]). Twenty-four hours following transduction,
cells were lifted with Accutase (Fisher) and assessed for GFP expression in
the FL1 channel with a FACSCalibur flow cytometer (BD Biosciences).

For infection studies, 48-well plates were seeded with equal numbers
of cells transiently transfected WT or mutant TIM-4. Forty-eight hours
following transfection, cells were infected with EBOV GP/rVSV at an in-
oculum that resulted in �25 to 30% of the cells becoming infected (MOI
of �0.25) or serial dilutions of virus. Twenty-four to 48 h later, cells were
lifted with Accutase and fixed in 3.7% formaldehyde for at least 30 min.
Cells were then washed with PBS and analyzed for GFP expression by flow
cytometry.

Transduction and infection studies of mutant TIM-4-expressing HEK
293T cells were normalized to WT transduction or infection by dividing
the sample mean from replicates by the WT mean in the same experiment.
The normalized transduction or infection ratios were then normalized to
TIM-4 expression by dividing mutant TIM-4 expression by WT TIM-4
expression.

Production and quantification of soluble TIM-4 proteins. Hemag-
glutinin (HA)-tagged soluble hTIM-4 and mTIM-4 proteins used in the
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) studies were generated by
replacing the transmembrane domain and cytoplasmic tail with an HA tag
sequence followed by a stop codon. Point mutations in soluble hTIM-4
and mTIM-4 were created by the QuikChange mutagenesis protocol de-
scribed above. The expression plasmids were transfected into HEK 293T
cells, and secreted proteins were collected 48 h following transfection in
Opti-MEM with 1% P/S. Supernatants were filtered through a 0.2-�m
filter, aliquoted, and stored at �80°C. Recombinant soluble TIM-4 pro-
tein expression was determined by dot blot and Western blot assays with
rabbit polyclonal anti-HA antiserum (Sigma). Signals were quantified and

protein amounts were normalized with the Odyssey CLx Imaging system
and Image Studio software (LI-COR).

Virion/PtdSer–TIM-4 ELISAs. EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirion
and PtdSer/PtdC liposome binding ELISAs were performed as described
previously (12). Briefly, plates were precoated with EBOV VSV�G-GFP
pseudovirions (�5  106 transducing units as determined by titration on
Vero cells), 50 �M PtdSer, or 50 �M phosphatidylcholine (PtdC) lipo-
somes in 1 TBS� (150 mM NaCl, 25 mM Tris, and 10 mM CaCl2, pH
7.2) overnight. All experiments included wells incubated with 1 TBS�
alone as a background binding control for each protein examined. Plates
were blocked for 2 h at 4°C with 1 TBS plus 2% bovine serum albumin
and then incubated with HA-tagged soluble hTIM-4 protein for 2 h. The
plates were probed with rabbit polyclonal anti-HA antiserum (Sigma) for
1 h and horseradish peroxidase-conjugated secondary anti-rabbit antise-
rum for 1 h and developed with Ultra TMB (Thermo Scientific). Absor-
bance was read at 450 nm.

Virion internalization experiments. HEK 293T cells were PEI trans-
fected with WT TIM-4, mutant TIM-4, or the empty vector. Forty-eight
hours following transfection, cells were lifted with PBS plus 5 mM EDTA
and resuspended in 1 Hanks’ balanced salt solution with CaCl2 and
MgCl2 with 30 mM HEPES (pH 7.2). Fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC)-
labeled EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions produced as previously de-
scribed (12) were added (MOI of �6.5) and bound to transfected cells for
1 h on ice. A portion of each cell population was shifted to 37°C for 1 or 4 h
to allow internalization. At the time points indicated following internal-
ization, cells were treated with trypsin-EDTA (Gibco) for 10 min at 37°C.
After the 10-min treatment, medium was added to the cell-trypsin mix-
ture and cells were pelleted. The supernatant was removed, and the cells
were washed twice with PBS and once with PBS plus 5% FBS. Fluores-
cence was determined by flow cytometry. Data were analyzed with FlowJo
cytometry analysis software to gate the percentage of GFP-positive cells in
the FL1 channel compared to that of empty-vector control cells.

Internalization was normalized to internalization of virus from
empty-vector-transfected HEK 293T cells equaling 100%, and relative
internalization was determined by dividing the amount of GFP-positive
TIM-4-expressing cells by the empty-vector-expressing cells and multi-
plying by 100.

EBOV entry inhibition studies with RGD peptide and 3.47. Prior to
transduction, the hTIM-4-expresssing HEK 293 stable cell line was incu-
bated at 37°C for 30 min with increasing concentrations of arginyl-glycyl-
aspartic acid (RGD) peptide (Abbiotec) or 3.47 inhibitor (a kind gift from
Kartik Chandran, Albert Einstein College of Medicine). Concentrations
were based on amounts that have been previously demonstrated to inhibit
integrin binding (RGD peptide) or EBOV entry (3.47) (38–40). Cells in
the presence of the inhibitor were transduced with FL EBOV VSV-GFP
pseudovirions (MOI of 0.7 [titer determined on Vero cells]). Transduc-
tion was quantified 24 h later by flow cytometry as described above, and
percent entry was normalized to transduction of cells in medium alone.

TABLE 1 (Continued)

Mutation(s) Location Expression Mean % of WT transduction � SEM Mean % of WT infection � SEM

N121A FG loop WT 10 � 6.8 7 � 1.9
N121D FG loop WT 4 � 2.1 5.4 � 1.6
D122A FG loop WT 4 � 1.1 6.8 � 1.6
D122N FG loop WT 3 � 1.0 5.4 � 1.1
ND121/122AA FG loop WT 3 � 0.9 ND
ND121/122DN FG loop WT 5 � 0.9 5.8 � 1.1
K124A G �-strand WT 47 � 5.7 42 � 5.9
I125A G �-strand WT 54 � 4.2 52 � 7.9

a Shown are the TIM-4 mutations generated, the location of each mutation in the IgV domain, surface expression compared to that of the WT protein as determined by polyclonal
antiserum binding of transfected cells, and the impact of each mutation on TIM-4-mediated EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirion transduction and EBOV GP/rVSV infection. All
mutations were compared to WT TIM-4, which was set at 100%. Bold indicates IgV domain mutants that have WT expression but reduced transduction/infection.
b ND, not determined.

Rhein et al.

6100 jvi.asm.org July 2016 Volume 90 Number 13Journal of Virology

http://jvi.asm.org


Statistics. All experiments were performed at least three independent
times with at least two replicates per cell type. Data from the independent
experiments were pooled to generate means and standard deviations of
the means. One-sample t tests were performed to compare transduction,
infection, or internalization values to 100%, which represents normalized
WT TIM-4 transduction or infection or empty-vector-transfected HEK
293T cell virus internalization. Student t tests were performed to compare
pseudovirion and liposome binding to WT and mutant TIM-4 proteins.

RESULTS
Expression of hTIM-4 and mTIM-4 enhances filovirus entry.
Previous studies have demonstrated that cell surface expression of
hTIM-4 enhances filovirus entry into host cells (10, 12, 13). How-
ever, the ability of mTIM-4 to mediate EBOV entry has not been
shown, although previous work has utilized mTIM-4 to define
TIM-4 structure and function as a receptor for PtdSer liposomes
and apoptotic bodies (21, 22, 25). Our initial studies assessed the
ability of increasing concentrations of transfected mTIM-4 or
hTIM-4 in HEK 293T cells to enhance EBOV entry. For these
studies, we transduced the cells with VSV that expresses GFP in
place of the native GP (VSV�G-GFP) that is pseudotyped with the
EBOV GP (EBOV VSV�G-GFP). Ectopic expression of either
hTIM-4 or mTIM-4 increased EBOV entry into HEK 293T cells in
a dose-dependent manner compared to that into empty-vector-
transfected cells (Fig. 1A).

Sequence and structural differences are present in IgV do-
mains of mTIM-4 and hTIM-4. To compare the mTIM-4 and
hTIM-4 IgV domains, we aligned the amino acid sequences of
these domains, revealing 63.5% sequence homology between the
two domains with high conservation within the FG loop, where
many of the PtdSer binding pocket residues reside (Fig. 1B). How-
ever, the sequence of the CC= loop that forms the bottom of the
PtdSer binding pocket was not as highly conserved between
mTIM-4 and hTIM-4. Next, we aligned the structures of the
mTIM-4 IgV domain and the recently elucidated hTIM-4 IgV
domain (25, 28). In general, the hTIM-4 and mTIM-4 IgV struc-
tures were similar (Fig. 1C). Differences in the AB loop were evi-
dent, with the hTIM-4 loop extending further away from the core
of the IgV domain than the mTIM-4 loop. However, the most
distinct difference found from the overlay resided in the CC= loop
that makes up the bottom ridge of the PtdSer binding pocket (Fig.
1C). Specifically, the defined C= �-sheet of hTIM-4 was smaller, in-
creasing the length of the CC= loop and resulting in the bottom loop
occluding a portion of the unoccupied PtdSer binding pocket.

From the amino acid and structural differences found in the
CC= loop of the PtdSer binding pocket, we predicted that IgV
residues required for mTIM-4- and hTIM-4-dependent virus en-
try would differ. Hence, TIM-4 alanine-scanning mutagenesis was
performed to identify IgV domain residues that are critical for
hTIM-4- and mTIM-4-mediated filovirus entry. Alanine-scan-
ning mutagenesis of 31 hTIM-4 and 19 mTIM-4 IgV domain res-
idues was performed, and the TIM-4 constructs were tested for
their impact on filovirus entry (Fig. 1D and Table 1).

PtdSer binding pocket residues N121 and D122 are necessary
for EBOV entry. EBOV binding and entry were assessed in cells
transfected with plasmids expressing either WT or IgV domain-
mutated hTIM-4 or mTIM-4. Others have demonstrated that the
asparagine 121 (N121) and aspartic acid 122 (D122) residues
within the IgV domain PtdSer binding pocket coordinate the
binding of a Ca2� ion in the pocket and mutagenesis of these
residues abrogates PtdSer liposome or apoptotic body interac-

tions (21, 25, 30). To confirm and extend this work to EBOV entry
studies, we generated a series of mutant mTIM-4 and hTIM-4
constructs with N121 and D122 altered singly or in combination
to either alanine (ND121/122AA) or the reciprocal residue
(ND121/122DN). Upon the transient transfection of these mu-
tant mTIM-4 or hTIM-4 constructs into HEK293T cells, levels of
surface expression the mutant proteins were indistinguishable
from those of the WT protein (Table 1). Along with transduction
studies with VSV pseudovirions, infectivity studies with recombi-
nant VSV that contained both the EBOV GP gene and GFP in
place of the G-encoding gene in the VSV genome (EBOV GP/
rVSV) were performed (11, 12, 31, 32). Expression of WT
mTIM-4 or hTIM-4 mediated robust levels of virus entry, as mea-
sured by pseudovirion transduction (Fig. 1A and 2A) or virus
infection (Fig. 2B), and these values were set to 100% for compar-
ison. Similar to previous findings with hTIM-1, N121 and D122
mutations singly or in combination profoundly inhibited virus
transduction and infection mediated by mTIM-4 or hTIM-4 (12,
28) (Fig. 2A to C). These mutant constructs provided no better
EBOV entry than the empty-vector control. Additionally, we ob-
served that these same mutations abrogated mTIM-4- or hTIM-
1-mediated entry of VSV virions pseudotyped with FL EBOV or
Marburg virus GP (data not shown).

We further examined the impact of mutating these TIM-4 res-
idues on individual steps in the entry process. We examined
TIM-4 binding to EBOV pseudovirions via an ELISA with HA-
tagged soluble WT or mutant mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 proteins. The
recombinant proteins in cell supernatants were normalized for
expression by immunoblotting for HA (Fig. 2D, bottom) and
added to virion-bound plates. WT mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 bound
well to the pseudovirion-coated plates but not the untreated
ELISA plates; however, the N121/D122 PtdSer binding pocket
mutant constructs had significantly reduced binding that was sim-
ilar to background levels (Fig. 2D). Consistent with the inability of
mutant constructs to bind to EBOV pseudovirions, we did not
detect internalization of FITC-labeled EBOV pseudovirions into
cells expressing ND121/122DN double mutant hTIM-4 or
mTIM-4 but observed time-dependent internalization of virions
into cells expressing the WT TIM-4 proteins (Fig. 2E).

Additional PtdSer binding pocket residues affect optimal
TIM-4-mediated entry. We next examined the importance of
other PtdSer binding pocket residues for virion binding and in-
fection. Alanine mutagenesis of mTIM-4 residues N61 and S62,
which make up the outer bottom ridge of the pocket within the
CC= loop, had no impact on EBOV pseudovirion entry (Fig. 3A).
However, alanine substitution of residues located more deeply
within the pocket, K63 and R113, affected mTIM-4-mediated
EBOV transduction. These two mutations were also assessed for
their impact on EBOV GP/rVSV infection (Fig. 3B). The K63A
mutation did not affect infection at an MOI of 0.25, whereas
R113A did. Consistent with the R113A entry findings, R113A mu-
tant mTIM-4 also had reduced binding of EBOV pseudovirions
(Fig. 3D). The F120A mutation, which is located on the upper FG
loop of the mTIM4 PtdSer binding pocket, also decreased virion
binding and EBOV entry (Fig. 3). The impact of these three mu-
tations on binding and transduction or infection was more vari-
able and, in general, more modest than that observed upon the
mutation of N121 or D122, with EBOV binding reduced by �50
to 85% and transduction or infection reduced by �20 to 80%.

In contrast, mutagenesis of these same five amino acids (resi-

TIM-4 IgV Domain Residues Important for EBOV Entry

July 2016 Volume 90 Number 13 jvi.asm.org 6101Journal of Virology

http://jvi.asm.org


dues 61, 62, 63, 113, and 120) in the hTIM-4 PtdSer binding
pocket significantly reduced transduction of EBOV GP pseudovi-
rions (Fig. 3A), with G63A, R113A, and F120A also demonstrating
a reduced ability to support EBOV GP/rVSV infection at an MOI
of �0.25 (Fig. 3B). While the alanine substitutions at positions 61
and 62 had a significant impact on transduction, these mutations
supported WT levels of EBOV GP/rVSV infection at this relatively
high MOI (Fig. 3B). To look more closely at the ability of these two
mutant constructs to support infection, serial dilutions of EBOV
GP/rVSV were assessed in WT, Y61A, and S62A hTIM-4-trans-
fected cells at 48 h of infection. At low input virus concentrations,

both of the mutant constructs were �4-fold less infectious than
the WT; however, that deficiency was overcome with the addition
of larger amounts of virus (Fig. 3C). Our other mutant TIM con-
structs that were found to be significantly different from the WT
with transducing virus but not infectious virus, such as mTIM-4
mutant K63A, may have similar infectivity curves. Consistent with
our transduction or infection findings, all five mutant hTIM-4
constructs studied had reduced binding to virus (Fig. 3D).

IgV domain residues near the upper loop of the PtdSer bind-
ing pocket are important for TIM-4-mediated EBOV entry. Pre-
vious hTIM-1 IgV domain mutagenesis studies identified several

FIG 1 Expression of human or murine TIM-4 enhances EBOV entry. (A) EBOV entry was enhanced when increasing amounts of hTIM-4 and mTIM-4
were transfected into HEK 293T cells. Forty-eight hours following transfection, cells were transduced with EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions. Twenty-
four hours later, transduction was quantified by assessing GFP expression by flow cytometry. Background transduction of empty-vector-transfected HEK
293T is indicated by the dotted line (�1.5% of cells). (B) Amino acid sequence alignment of the mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 IgV domains generated with the
Clustal W software program. �-Sheets are indicated by a line and a corresponding letter above the alignment, as previously assigned by Santiago et al. (25).
Residue numbers are noted below the amino acid sequences. Asterisks represent conserved sequences, colons represent conservative mutations, and
periods represent semiconservative mutations. (C) Overlay of the IgV domain structures of mTIM-4 (blue) and hTIM-4 (green). IgV domain structures
of mTIM-4 (PDB code 3BI9) (25) and hTIM-4 (PDB code 5DZN) (28) were obtained from the RCSB PDB and aligned in PyMOL. (D) Residues found in
this study to impact EBOV entry are identified in the structures of the mTIM-4 IgV domain (left) and the hTIM-4 IgV domain (right). �-Sheets (mTIM-4,
blue; hTIM-4, green) are labeled with the corresponding letters. Red residues are located in the PtdSer binding pocket, and teal residues are located outside
the PtdSer binding pocket.
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residues adjacent to the PtdSer binding pocket that affect hTIM-
1-mediated virus entry (12). In a similar manner, additional
TIM-4 IgV residues might be critical for EBOV entry. To explore
this possibility, we targeted additional TIM-4 residues that corre-
sponded either to positions found to be important in hTIM-1 or
to residues that were surface exposed as determined by structural

analysis. Alanine substitution of a number of IgV residues had
little to no impact on EBOV uptake (Table 1); however, we did
identify several additional residues that influenced virus binding
and entry. As with hTIM-1, mutation of G118 and W119, which
sit along the top of the FG loop, altered virus binding and entry
mediated by either mTIM-4 or hTIM-4 (Fig. 4A to C), suggesting

FIG 2 TIM-4 IgV domain PtdSer binding pocket residues N121 and D122 are critical for EBOV entry. HEK 293T cells were transfected with WT or N121/D122
TIM-4 IgV domain mutant constructs and assessed for their impact on EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirion transduction (A) and EBOV GP/rVSV infection (B).
GFP expression was quantified by flow cytometry 24 h following transduction or infection. Relative transduction and infection were normalized to TIM-4 surface
expression for each construct as described in Materials and Methods. WT TIM-4 represents 100% transduction and infection in panels A and B, respectively.
Significance was determined by one-sample t test. **, P 
 0.01; ***, P 
 0.001. (C) ND121/122DN (DN) mutant TIM-4 does not enhance EBOV GP/rVSV
infection. Forty-eight hours following transfection with TIM-4 plasmids or the empty vector, cells were infected with serial dilutions of EBOV GP/rVSV.
Infection was quantified by flow cytometry 48 h following infection. (D) ND mutant TIM-4 constructs have reduced binding to EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudo-
virions. HEK 293T supernatants containing HA-tagged WT or mutant TIM-4 protein were incubated on ELISA plates prebound with EBOV VSV�G-GFP
pseudovirions. Relative protein amounts present in supernatants in a representative immunoblot assay are shown at the bottom. The dotted line represents
TIM-4 binding to plates not coated with pseudovirions. Soluble TIM-4 proteins were detected with anti-HA antiserum. Significance was determined by Student
t test compared to WT TIM-4 binding to EBOV pseudovirions. ***, P 
 0.001. (E) WT TIM-4, not the DN PtdSer binding pocket mutant, increases internal-
ization of FITC-labeled EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions. HEK 293T cells were transfected with WT TIM-4 or ND121/122DN mutant TIM-4. Pseudovirions
were bound at 4°C for 1 h and then shifted to 37°C for the time indicated to allow virus internalization. Cells were treated with trypsin-EDTA to remove cell
surface-bound, noninternalized virus. FITC expression was quantified by flow cytometry following trypsin-EDTA treatment and washing. Internalization into
empty-vector-transfected cells represents 100%. Significance was determined by one-sample t test. **, P 
 0.01; ***, P 
 0.001.
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that structural alteration of this loop affects the ability of PtdSer to
bind within the PtdSer binding pocket. Interestingly, mutagenesis
of V116 decreased EBOV binding and entry mediated by hTIM-4
but did not impact mTIM-4-mediated EBOV entry. In a similar
manner, an alanine substitution at I125 on the G �-strand of
hTIM-4 altered hTIM-4-dependent entry, but a K125A mutation
in mTIM-4 had no effect on virus uptake.

Additional IgV residues previously found to interact with
PtdSer in membranes are important for EBOV uptake. Interest-
ingly, mTIM-1 and mTIM-4 have similar binding affinities for
PtdSer (27) but mTIM-4 binding to PtdSer-containing artificial
membranes displays significant cooperativity compared to the
other TIM proteins (27, 41). Tietjen et al. recently proposed that
mTIM-4 binds in a cooperative manner to PtdSer in membranes
through ionic interactions with additional IgV domain residues
(41). Four mTIM-4 basic IgV domain residues were found (R49,
K63, R70, and K124) in that study to mediate direct interactions
with membrane-bound PtdSer. These residues are thought to
bind independently of the central residues within the PtdSer bind-
ing pocket that most robustly bind PtdSer in a Ca2�-dependent
manner (41). Therefore, the impact of these basic residues on viral

entry was assessed. In mTIM-4, one of these residues, K63, resides
within the PtdSer binding pocket and, as shown above, modestly
decreases EBOV pseudovirion transduction but not EBOV GP/
rVSV infection (Fig. 3A and B). Surprisingly, mTIM-4 residues
R70 and K124 had no impact on EBOV entry, whereas residue
R49, which resides on the BC loop, also modestly inhibited EBOV
transduction but had no effect on EBOV GP/rVSV infection when
the virus was added at an MOI of �0.25 (Fig. 5A and B).

We also mutated the hTIM-4 IgV domain residues that align
with the four mTIM-4 basic residues. While the residues located at
positions 70 and 124 are conserved between mTIM-4 and
hTIM-4, hTIM-4 contains a serine and a glycine at positions 49
and 63, respectively. Interestingly, in hTIM-4, basic residues are
located near these residues (H47 and K65) and we assessed the role
of these residues in EBOV entry as well. Mutagenesis of hTIM-4
residues at positions 49, 63, 70, and 124 significantly reduced
EBOV binding and entry (Fig. 3 and 5). However, alanine substi-
tution of adjacent basic residues H47 and K65 had no impact on
hTIM-4-mediated EBOV entry (Fig. 5A). Because of the lack of
conservation between mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 at residues 49 and 63,
we also altered the serine at hTIM-4 position 49 to an arginine and

FIG 3 Additional PtdSer binding pocket hTIM-4 IgV domain residues affect EBOV entry. HEK 293T cells were transfected with WT or mutant TIM-4 constructs
and assessed for their impact on EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirion transduction (A) or EBOV GP/rVSV infection (B). GFP expression was quantified by flow
cytometry 24 h following transduction or infection. Relative transduction and infection were normalized to TIM-4 surface expression for each construct as
described in Materials and Methods. WT TIM-4 represents 100% transduction and infection in panels A and B, respectively. The significance of differences from
WT TIM-4 was determined by one-sample t test. *, P 
 0.05; **, P 
 0.01; ***, P 
 0.001. (C) Y61A and S62A mutant hTIM-4 CC	 loop constructs demonstrated
about 4-fold less infectivity than WT hTIM-4. Forty-eight hours following transfection with TIM-4 plasmids or the empty vector, cells were infected with serial
dilutions of EBOV GP/rVSV. Infection was quantified by flow cytometry 48 h following infection. The significance of differences from WT TIM-4 infection was
determined by Student t test. **, P 
 0.01. (D) Identification of TIM-4 PtdSer binding pocket mutant constructs with reduced binding to EBOV VSV�G-GFP
pseudovirions. HEK 293T supernatants containing HA-tagged WT or mutant TIM-4 proteins were incubated on ELISA plates prebound with EBOV VSV�G-
GFP pseudovirions. The dashed line represents binding of WT pseudovirions to an uncoated plate. Relative soluble TIM-4 expression present in supernatants is
shown below in a representative immunoblot assay with anti-HA antiserum. The significance of differences from WT TIM-4 binding to EBOV pseudovirions was
determined by Student t test. *, P 
 0.05; **, P 
 0.01; ***, P 
 0.001.
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the glycine at hTIM-4 position 63 to a lysine to mimic the mTIM-4
residues and assessed transduction. The hTIM-4 S49R and G63K
mutant constructs still demonstrated reduced EBOV entry similar
to alanine mutant constructs (Table 1). So, of the residues origi-
nally identified by Tietjen et al., two basic mTIM-4 IgV domain
residues (R49 and K63) and four of the corresponding hTIM-4
IgV domain residues (S49, G63, R70, and K124) influenced EBOV
entry.

The same TIM-4 residues that impact EBOV entry also have
decreased PtdSer liposome binding. A recent study by Yuan et al.
suggests that hTIM-1 interacts not only with virion-associated
PtdSer but also with the EBOV GP to facilitate cellular virus entry
(28). This recent observation stands in contrast to a series of other
studies providing evidence that TIM proteins interact not with
EBOV GP but solely with PtdSer on the virion (12, 13, 29). To
determine whether the residues we have identified as important
for EBOV entry interact with PtdSer or EBOV GP, we tested the
abilities of our WT and mutant mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 proteins to
bind to PtdSer and PtdC liposomes in an ELISA. We found that
the mutations that reduced EBOV binding and entry similarly

reduced or eliminated the ability of mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 to bind
to PtdSer liposomes (Fig. 6). Neither TIM molecule bound to
PtdC liposomes. These findings suggest that the TIM-4 residues
we identified here are important for EBOV entry because of their
ability to bind PtdSer on the surface of EBOV virions.

Integrin–TIM-4 interactions are not required for TIM-4-me-
diated EBOV entry. Work by others suggests that TIM-4 does not
directly mediate internalization of PtdSer liposomes or apoptotic
bodies (30, 42, 43). Instead, it is proposed that TIM-4 passes the
PtdSer-containing cargo to other PtdSer receptor complexes such
as Gas6/Mer and/or MFG-E8 complexed with integrin �V�3 or
�V�5 (42–45). Since HEK 293T cells express integrin �V but not
Mer on their surface (Fig. 7A), we investigated the importance of
TIM-4 interactions with integrins for EBOV entry. Both mTIM-4
and hTIM-4 have an integrin binding RGD motif within their IgV
domains, and RGD motifs are known to interact with integrins;
however, the mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 RGD motifs are located in
different positions within the IgV domain (Fig. 1B and Table 1).
We sought to determine if mutagenesis of the residues composing
this motif significantly reduced TIM-4-mediated entry. We found

FIG 4 More FG loop residues are required for optimal hTIM-4-mediated entry than for mTIM-4-mediated entry. HEK 293T cells were transfected with WT
TIM-4 or FG loop mutant constructs and assessed for their impact on EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirion transduction (A) and EBOV GP/rVSV infection (B).
GFP expression was quantified by flow cytometry 24 h following transduction or infection. Relative transduction and infection were normalized to TIM-4 surface
expression for each construct as described in Materials and Methods. WT TIM-4 represents 100% transduction and infection in panels A and B, respectively. The
significance of differences from WT TIM-4 was determined by one-sample t test. *, P 
 0.05; **, P 
 0.01; ***, P 
 0.001. (C) FG loop mutant TIM-4 constructs
with reduced transduction and infection also have reduced binding to EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions. HEK 293T supernatants containing HA-tagged WT
or mutant TIM-4 protein were incubated with ELISA plates prebound with EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions. The dashed line represents the binding of WT
pseudovirions to an uncoated plate. Relative amounts of soluble TIM-4 present in supernatants in a representative immunoblot assay with anti-HA antiserum
are shown at the bottom. The significance of differences from WT TIM-4 binding to EBOV pseudovirions was determined by Student t test. *, P 
 0.05; **, P 

0.01; ***, P 
 0.001.
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that alanine substitutions of mTIM-4 G105 and D106 had no im-
pact on the ability of mTIM-4 to mediate EBOV entry into cells,
indicating that integrin interactions through this motif are not
required for mTIM-4-dependent EBOV entry (Fig. 7B). Mu-
tagenesis of the RGD motif of hTIM-4 residues resulted in a
change in the overall IgV domain structure, reducing hTIM-4
detection by a panel of anti-hTIM-4 IgV monoclonal antibodies
or hTIM-4 polyclonal antiserum (data not shown). Our evidence
suggests that alanine substitutions of these DE loop residues struc-
turally alter the IgV domain, thereby disrupting protein structure
and/or function and significantly reducing hTIM-4-mediated vi-
rus entry (Table 1).

To address the contribution of integrins to hTIM-4-mediated
EBOV entry in another way, we utilized an RGD peptide compe-
tition assay. Initially, we verified that commercially purchased
RGD peptide inhibited fibronectin-Vero cell interactions in a
dose-dependent manner, as previously reported (46, 47) (data not
shown). Upon verification, HEK 293 cells that stably express
hTIM-4 were incubated with increasing concentrations of RGD
peptide or, as a control, a well-established EBOV entry inhibitor,
3.47, that blocks late endosomal events required for EBOV entry
(39, 40). The cells were transduced with EBOV pseudovirions and

analyzed 24 h later for GFP expression. We found that the RGD
peptide did not compete for EBOV entry into hTIM-4-expressing
cells, in contrast to robust inhibition with 3.47 (Fig. 7C). To-
gether, these findings suggest that TIM-4 –integrin interactions
are not essential for TIM-4-mediated EBOV entry.

DISCUSSION

Here, we identify TIM-4 IgV domain residues critical for TIM-4-
mediated filovirus entry. We found that eight mTIM-4 IgV do-
main residues, five residues in and three residues outside the
PtdSer binding pocket, are important for mTIM-4-mediated en-
try. In contrast, we found that fourteen hTIM-4 IgV domain res-
idues, eight residues in and six residues surrounding or outside the
PtdSer binding pocket, are important for hTIM-4-mediated en-
try. Additionally, we demonstrate that those hTIM-4 and mTIM-4
residues found to affect EBOV binding and entry also affected
PtdSer liposome interactions, emphasizing that PtdSer interac-
tions, rather than EBOV GP interactions, are important for TIM-
4-dependent entry. Finally, we show that RGD-dependent inter-
actions of TIM-4 with integrins are not required for EBOV entry
into HEK 293T cells.

Our results provide evidence that the mTIM-4 and hTIM-4

FIG 5 TIM-4 IgV domain residues outside the PtdSer binding pocket are important for EBOV entry. HEK 293T cells were transfected with WT or IgV domain
mutant TIM-4 constructs outside the PtdSer binding pocket and assessed for their impact on EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirion transduction (A) and EBOV
GP/rVSV infection (B). GFP expression was quantified by flow cytometry 24 h following transduction or infection. Relative transduction and infection were
normalized to TIM-4 surface expression for each construct as described in Materials and Methods. WT TIM-4 represents 100% transduction and infection in
panels A and B, respectively. The significance of differences from WT TIM-4 was determined by one-sample t test. *, P 
 0.05; **, P 
 0.01; ***, P 
 0.001. (C)
hTIM-4 residues outside the PtdSer binding pocket with reduced binding to EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions were identified. HEK 293T supernatants
containing HA-tagged WT or mutant TIM-4 proteins were incubated on ELISA plates prebound with EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions. The dashed line
represents the binding of WT pseudovirions to an uncoated plate. Relative protein amounts present in supernatants in a representative immunoblot assay with
anti-HA antiserum are shown at the bottom. The significance of differences from WT TIM-4 binding to EBOV pseudovirions was determined by Student t test.
*, P 
 0.05; **, P 
 0.01; ***, P 
 0.001.
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IgV domains have structurally distinct requirements for PtdSer
interactions. This may be due to differences in direct IgV domain
residue/PtdSer binding properties or in the IgV domain structures
that influence the ability of the pocket to bind to PtdSer. Our
studies are unable to distinguish which of these mechanistic pos-
sibilities is responsible for our disparate findings with mTIM-4
and hTIM-4.

The structures of mTIM-1 and -4 and hTIM-1 and -4 IgV
domains have been solved, showing that residues of the CC= and
FG loops that are important for PtdSer binding make up the Ptd-
Ser binding pocket (25, 26, 28, 29). Using those structures, as well
as a linear sequence alignment, we summarize the mTIM-4 and
hTIM-4 IgV domain residues important for filovirus entry and
compare those residues to hTIM-1 IgV domain residues previ-
ously found to be important (12) (Fig. 8). Previously, our lab
identified eight hTIM-1 PtdSer binding pocket or adjacent resi-
dues that are important for hTIM-1-mediated EBOV entry (12).
The present study found that six of these eight residues also lo-
cated within the TIM-4 IgV domain (R113, G118, W119, F120,
N121, and D122) to be important for mTIM-4- and hTIM-4-
mediated entry. All of these residues either reside in the PtdSer
binding pocket or sit along the outside of the FG loop that defines
the upper ridge of the pocket. Structural comparisons of the
mTIM-1, hTIM-1, mTIM-4, and hTIM-4 IgV domains indicate
that the FG loops composing the upper lip of the PtdSer binding
pocket are similar in all four proteins (Fig. 1C and 8 and data not
shown) and highlight the importance of these residues for TIM-
PtdSer interactions. Additional residues located on the lower CC=
loop of the PtdSer binding pocket were also found to be important

FIG 7 TIM-4 IgV RGD motifs are not important for EBOV entry. (A) HEK 293T cells express integrin �v but not Mer. Polyclonal antiserum (black histogram)
against human integrin �v or Mer and a control goat IgG (gray histogram) were used to stain the surface of HEK 293T cells. Surface expression was analyzed by
flow cytometry. (B) Mutations in the mTIM-4 IgV domain RGD motif do not reduce EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirion transduction. HEK 293T cells were
transfected with WT or mutant TIM-4 constructs. Transfected cells were transduced with EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions at 24 h. GFP expression was
quantified 24 h following transduction by flow cytometry. WT mTIM-4 represents 100% transduction, and significance was determined by one-sample t test. ***,
P 
 0.001. (B) hTIM-4-mediated EBOV entry is not blocked by increasing concentrations of RGD peptide. HEK 293 cells stably expressing hTIM-4 were
preincubated with increasing concentrations of RGD peptide or the EBOV entry inhibitor 3.47 at 37°C for 30 min. Cells were transduced in the presence of the
peptide or inhibitor with FL EBOV VSV�G-GFP pseudovirions, and GFP expression was quantified by flow cytometry 24 h following transduction. Transduc-
tion of cells in medium alone represents 100%.

FIG 6 mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 IgV domain mutants found to inhibit EBOV entry
also have reduced binding to PtdSer liposomes. HEK 293T supernatants contain-
ing HA-tagged mouse (A) or human (B) WT or mutant TIM-4 proteins were
incubated on ELISA plates prebound with 50 �M PtdSer or PtdC liposomes.
Relative protein amounts present in supernatants were normalized in an immu-
noblot assay with anti-HA antiserum prior to ELISA analysis. The significance of
differences from WT TIM-4 protein PtdSer binding was determined by Student t
test. *, P 
 0.05; **, P 
 0.01; ***, P 
 0.001; ns, not significant.
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for PtdSer-TIM interactions. In hTIM-1 and mTIM-4, a single
residue in the CC= loop affected PtdSer binding and EBOV entry
(reference 12 and this study). In contrast, CC= loop residues Y61,
S62, and G63 are important for hTIM-4-mediated EBOV entry.
The mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 structural comparison in Fig. 1C dem-
onstrates that the CC= loop of the hTIM-4 pocket is structurally
distinct from mTIM-4. Structural differences between the
hTIM-4 and hTIM-1 CC= loops are also apparent in Fig. 8. Per-
haps the altered structure of hTIM-4 requires additional lower-
loop interactions that are not required for mTIM-4 or hTIM-1
functionality. It should be noted that several other residues near
or perhaps even within the lower portion of the PtdSer binding
pocket were also found to be important for hTIM-4, but not
mTIM-4. These include V116 and I125, which, along with Y61,
S62, and G63, may help to maintain the structural integrity of the

lower PtdSer binding pocket. Since none of these residues is pos-
itively charged, they are not likely to interact directly with PtdSer.

Not all of the mTIM-4 residues found by Tietjen et al. to en-
hance mTIM-4 cooperative binding to PtdSer-containing mem-
branes also affected virus entry (41). The four basic residues that
were identified were proposed to bind directly to lipid head
groups of the membrane bilayer and mediate cooperative binding
to PtdSer independently of the PtdSer binding pocket residues
(41). We demonstrate that two of these residues (R49 and K63),
but not R70 or K124, modestly reduce EBOV entry when mutated
to alanine. Interestingly, we found that all four hTIM-4 residues
present at the same amino acid positions (S49, G63, R70, and
K124) are important for hTIM-4-dependent virus entry. How-
ever, one characteristic feature of PtdSer binding proteins is the
presence of positively charged residues that interact with the

FIG 8 Identification of TIM-1 and TIM-4 residues important for filovirus entry. (A) Amino acid sequence alignment of the hTIM-1, hTIM-4, and mTIM-4 IgV
domains generated with the Clustal W software program. Each �-sheet is indicated above the alignment by a line and a corresponding letter, as previously
assigned by Santiago et al. (25). Residue numbers are below the amino acid sequences. Asterisks represent conserved sequences, colons represent conservative
mutations, and periods represent semiconservative mutations. (B) Overlay of the IgV domain structures of hTIM-1 (gray) and hTIM-4 (black). The IgV domain
structures of hTIM-1 (PDB code 5DZO) and hTIM-4 (PDB code 5DZN) (28) were obtained from the RCSB PDB and aligned in PyMOL. Highlighted residues
indicate those found in this study and that of Moller-Tank et al. (12) to impact EBOV entry. Purple (hTIM-1) and cyan (hTIM-4) residues are important for both
TIM molecules. Green residues are uniquely important for hTIM-4.
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membrane surface (48). Since hTIM-4 S49 and G63 are not posi-
tively charged residues, we examined adjacent positively charged
amino acids residues H47 and K65. Neither of these basic residues
was found to be important for hTIM-4-mediated EBOV entry. In
addition, as noted above, G63, K70, and K124 sit within or near
the PtdSer binding pocket and may impact critical structural con-
straints of the pocket. Thus, alternative roles for these residues
other than direct PtdSer interactions are likely. Future studies
need to compare the sensitivity of mTIM-4 and hTIM-4 to PtdSer
surface density to determine if both proteins exhibit similar lipid
recognition sensitivity.

For several of the mutant TIM-4 constructs studied, an entry
defect was noted in the transduction studies that was not detected
in the infection studies. Our detailed dose-response curves of two
of the mutant hTIM-4 constructs suggested that the relatively high
MOIs used may have compensated for any entry deficit. However,
it is possible that TIM-mediated viral entry may be influenced by
the amount of surface PtdSer on viral particles. To begin to ad-
dress if there are distinct differences between PtdSer on the surface
of our transducing and infectious VSV stocks, we assessed PtdSer
levels in three different stocks of each by binding annexin V to
virions normalized for VSV matrix levels in ELISAs. We observed
modestly higher levels of PtdSer on the surface of our infectious
virus stocks than on our pseudovirions (data not shown). This
slightly larger amount of PtdSer on infectious virions may con-
tribute to their ability to more effectively use some of the mutant
TIM molecules. Differences in PtdSer levels in our pseudovirion
stocks versus our infectious stocks may be due to pseudovirion
production in HEK 293T cells and infectious virion production in
Vero cells.

Nevertheless, it remains unknown how much virion-associ-
ated PtdSer is needed for productive TIM interactions. Further,
studies have yet to assess if differences in surface PtdSer exposure
occur on different viral particles (e.g., VSV pseudovirions verse
authentic filoviruses). Recent studies have demonstrated that
EBOV matrix protein VP40 selectively induces budding from
membranes enriched for PtdSer and that PtdSer regulates the lo-
calization and assembly of VP40 at the plasma membrane (49, 50).
Additionally, it has been proposed that filovirus budding occurs at
sites of lipid rafts, which are rich in PtdSer (51, 52). Therefore, it is
possible that filovirus membranes selectively acquire increased
amounts of PtdSer while budding from the host cell.

Unlike TIM-1 and TIM-3, TIM-4 does not have a known sig-
naling motif in its cytoplasmic tail (30, 53–56). Additionally, TIM-
4-mediated engulfment of apoptotic cells has been shown not to
involve the ELMO1/DOCK180/Rac or GULP signaling pathway
(30). Consequently, it has been suggested that TIM-4 serves as a
cell surface attachment factor for apoptotic bodies by tethering the
bodies to the cell surface. Other PtdSer receptor complexes, like
integrin �V�3 and MFG-E8, act to engulf the apoptotic cell (42).
Further, others have postulated that TIM-4 –integrin complex in-
teractions occur through RGD motifs within hTIM-4 and
mTIM-4 IgV domains (57–59). However, alanine substitution of
G105 and D106 of mTIM-4 had no effect on EBOV entry, suggest-
ing that these interactions are not required for mTIM-4-depen-
dent EBOV entry (Fig. 7B). Additionally, we demonstrate that an
RGD peptide does not inhibit EBOV entry in hTIM-4-expressing
cells. Future studies need to investigate if signaling pathways are
important for TIM-4-dependent viral entry and, if so, which path-
ways are required. Studies also need to determine whether TIM-4

itself initiates virus engulfment or whether other PtdSer receptors
or cellular factors are potentially important interacting partners
for TIM-4-mediated viral entry.

Our analysis of the molecular characteristics of both mTIM-4
and hTIM-4 provides a better understanding of the regions of the
TIM-4 IgV domain critical for EBOV entry. Unlike TIM-1, which
is expressed on epithelial cells, mast cells, B-cells, and activated
CD4� T cells (11, 16–20), TIM-4 is expressed on antigen-present-
ing cells, including macrophages and DCs, which are important
early targets during EBOV pathogenesis (16, 21–23). Thus, the cell
expression profiles of these family members do not overlap.
Small-molecule inhibitors that bind in the relatively conserved
TIM PtdSer binding pocket might be effective against both TIM-1
and TIM-4, providing novel therapeutics to reduce EBOV infec-
tion and pathogenesis in vivo.
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