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 Abstract 
  Background/Aims:  Prior studies have consistently found a higher risk of dementia in indi-
viduals with schizophrenia, but whether this is due to a common etiology between the disor-
ders remains obscure. We wanted to elucidate this association by investigating whether 
schizophrenia in offspring increases the risk of Alzheimer’s dementia.  Methods:  All individuals 
born between 1930 and 1953 were identified through national registers and followed from 
their 50th birthday until the date of Alzheimer’s dementia, death or end of the study. Regres-
sions were performed to evaluate the association between offspring with schizophrenia and 
Alzheimer’s dementia.  Results:  Individuals with offspring with schizophrenia did not have an 
increased risk of Alzheimer’s dementia [incidence rate ratio (IRR), 0.97; 95% CI, 0.88–1.07] 
compared to individuals with offspring without psychiatric contact. This finding remained 
stable when evaluating early-onset (IRR, 1.10; 95% CI, 0.91–1.31) and late-onset Alzheimer’s 
dementia (IRR, 0.92; 95% CI, 0.88–1.07). Similar findings were made for vascular and unspeci-
fied dementia.  Conclusion:  The finding of no familial coaggregation between schizophrenia 
and Alzheimer’s dementia may suggest that no common etiology between the disorders ex-
ists. This may indicate that the excess risk of dementia in individuals with schizophrenia is a 
by-product of the higher rates of somatic comorbidity and adverse health risk factors among 
these individuals.  © 2016 The Author(s)
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