CASE OF SCLERODERMA .
Under the care of Dr. Lucas,

Her Majesty's Bombay Army, Civil Surgeon, Bushire, Persia.
Tlie undermentioned curious specimen of cutaneous affection,
Pwhich recently came under observation in the Charitable
Dispensary under my charge here, may perhaps interest some
of the numerous readers of the " Indian Medical Gazette," and
particularly those who devote special attention to this branch
of medicine. The fgllying notes were made on the only two
occasions "when the patient presented himself as an out-patient,
but ynfortunately he did not pyt inan appearance again, and.
this is one of the greatest drawbacks of digpensary practice
The subject of the disease is a Turk, aged aboutv 35, short l.n
stature ‘and fairly muscular, complexion brownish, but hair
2uo0lly and black like that of an African; features intelligent, clad
in yery dirty clothes, from which, and from his hody generally,
there emanated a very offensive odour resembling that of mice
and burnt leather. He complained of his back, to which part
of the pody he very eagerly pointed, and gpoke in Persian from

the interpretation ©f which I gathered the following brief ac-
count That he was a native of Bassrah, and by occupation a

merchant; is married and has three wives, by two of whom he
has 6 children, none of whom has a disease similar to that
he is gyffering from . does not remember his parents ; has a
brother alive, who, it is said, 1is free from anything of this
sort; for the first seven or eight months was under
the treatment of a Hakim, who had treated him both locally
and internally without effect. The Hakim did not tell him
the name of the disease. He dates the commencement of the
malady from two years ago, at the time when plague was pre-
valent at Bagdad and Bassrah and other parts of Turkish
Arabia; at this period he was resident at Bassrah and neither
he nor any ©f his household was attacked by the pestilence,
That on waking one morning he found he was gsomewhat,
though not much, stiff in the neck, and that its right side and
that shoulder was hard and swollen ; he does not remember to
have felt much pain, and also in answer to other questions,
states that no fever accompanied these gymptoms. The swell-
in? subsided to a certain extent, though the induration and
stiffness are said to have increased. His statements in respect
to the progress, later medical history, integumentary discolour-
ation, habits of life, social or otherwise, and diet are far too
indefinite and untrustworthy for me to place on record.

Present Symptoms : ?The integument of the body’ with the
exception of those parts to which attention will presently

bo invited, was apparently Jtormal. ©On viewing the pa-
tient from behind there were observed three patches of in-

tegumentar% discolouration situated as follows : One exten-
ding from the lower third of the posterior surface of the cer-
vical region, on the back of the right shoulder, to a line almost
corresponding to the gpine of the gcapula; the two other but
smaller patches, Of sizes of an ejght anna piece and a medium
sized hen's eqg, were situated over the region of the left dorsum
scapulse and near the outer angle of the left axilla, respectively‘
This discolouration is of a decidedly lighter hue than that
of the skingenerally, and at first gight an observer who has had
some aequaintance With leucoderma, innatives of India, among
whom the latter is hy no means an uncommon affection, might
think that he had before hima case of this affection ; but on clos-
er scrutiny the discoloured skinis noticed to be very distinctly,
both yigibly and palpably, elevated, the elevation being about
one-seventh or one-eight of an inch. The skin of these parts
has a very dry, scorched, but shining appearance, and seems
very firmly stretched. It felt hard yet elastic, but nevertheless
did not pit in the least on pressure. O drawing across it
two or three fingersv nails so as to scratch, no sensation was
perceived by the the man so long 2= the gcratching was confined
to the discoloured area, also the pricking with the point ©of =
steel pen W?nt to demonstrate the fact that sensation is im-
paired in the diseased parts, and this was seemingly most so
in the oldest and ]_argest patch, where likewise the ?ther ap-
pearances above described are most marked. That inthe left
axilla is entirely denuded of hair, not = single point of wl‘uch
was discernible’ even with = pagnifying 9lass 7 good light.
The healthy skin generally, the %ymp atics, hespecmflly those of
the groin, the back of theneck, the throat, hair of the peaq,
which are faithful, trustworthy, and prominent eV1Adepces of
syphilis, point o = negative Tesult in ;hlsl - The" internal
organs seem healthy, and his general health ia otherwise fair,

\/



