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INFECTION WITH BERTIELLA STUDERI

By P. A. MAPLESTONE, d.s.0., m.b., clib, d.t.m.

(School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta)

and

J. 8. RIDDLE, m.b., ch.B.,, d.t.m &h.
MAJOR, I.M.S.

(District Laboratory, Lucknow)

The patient, = European boy, aged five years, had
two or three attacks of vomiting Wwithout apparent
cause on the 29th October. He was given a dose of
castor oil on the morning of the 30th and according to
his mother passed a stool normal in appearance. About
2 a.m. on the 31st October the boy was seized with
an acute attack of pain Of a colicky nature, and
although considerably relieved by 2 Sm'al'l dose of
brandy he was brought to the British Military Hos-
pital, Fyzabad, the same morning. i )

He was found to have slight abdominal pain but
there was* no tenderness. He was given a dose of
magnesium sulphate mixture and shortly afterwards
passed a stool containing a chain of tapeworm segments.
That evening the temperature was 102.2?F. and there
was glight abdominal pain and headache.

On the 1st November the temperature was normal
and the patient- passed several liquid stools after a
further dose of magnesium sulphate, but mo more worm
segments were found.

On 2nd November the patient was given three doses
of extract of male fern each of ten minims at seven,
eight and nine a.m. respectively and the last dolse was
followed by a dose of magnesium sulphate mixture.
NO more tapeworm segments were passed 2°d the boy
was digcharged from hospital the same day apparently
quite well and he has remained well for over a month.

The abdominal gymptoms were 1% 3l probabil-
ity not referable to the tapeworm infection but
were most ]jkely caused by @ moderate;Ly acute
attack of gastro—enteritis of short duration such
as children are commonly liable to, and the

passage of part of a tapeworm wa= only 2 sequel
to the brisk purgation to "which the patient had

been gupjected.

The segments of the worm though somewhat
decomposed stained well en0ugh to enable their
definite identification as those of a Bertiella gp,

which gaccording to the work of Adams and
Webb (1933) is almost certainly Bertiella
studeii.

TWO cases of human infection with this para-
site have previously been recorded in Ipdig, ome
by Chandler (1925) and the other by Maple—
stone (1930). Both these infected persons had
lived in Eastern Bengal all their lives and were
both Hindus. The present case is in a European
child who during his residence 1in India has
lived in Cawnpore for five months, Lucknow for
two years and Fyzabad for one year, in that
order. Other records of this parasite in human
beings are from Mauritius four tipeg, the West
Indies twice and Sumatra once. It should be
noted that Adams and Webb (1933) include a
case reported by Mukerji (1927) but this is
only a reference to the one recorded by Chandler,
therefore the case of Adams (1935) is the ninth
and the present one the tenth. In addition to
the above ten cases in which either the whole
or part of the recovered Sharma
(1930) claimed to have found the egqgqs Of this
worm in three stools out of 503 examined at

Shillong.

worm was
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