
Retraction of “Impact of Natural Gas Extraction on PAH Levels in 
Ambient Air”

L. Blair Paulik, Carey E. Donald, Brian W. Smith, Lane G. Tidwell, Kevin A Hobbie, Laurel 
Kincl, Erin N. Haynes, and Kim A. Anderson

After publication the authors discovered a mistake in the air concentration calculations. PAH 

air concentrations reported in the original article are therefore incorrect. The calculation 

error resulted from using incorrect units of the ideal gas constant, and improper cell linkages 

in the spreadsheet used to adjust air concentrations for sampling temperature. Correcting this 

error changes air concentrations significantly relative to those reported in the published 

article. This correction also changes some of the conclusions reported in the original article.

Due to the impact of this correction on the reported findings, all authors retract the original 

article. The original article was published on March 26, 2015 and retracted on June 29, 

2016.
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