Letters to the editor

Heart failure in a DGH

Sir?The article by Parameshwar and colleagues (April

1992, pages 139-142) on heart failure in a district gen-

eral hospital pOil’ltS out once again the serious nature
of this commomn condition [1,2]. Atrial fibrillation was
found in 48 of 140 (34%) of their patients. The
authors thus concluded that atrial fibrillation was an

important factor in precipitating an acute exacerba-

tion of chronic heart failure. Although atrial fibrilla-
tion with rapid ventricular response per ¢ may precip-
itate heart failure [3,4], this sequence is uncommon . It

is more llkely that atrial fibrillation was the conse-
quence, rather than the cauge, Of congestive heart fail-

ure in their patients.
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