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MB PhD at Cambridge

Sir?The paper by Cox and Wakeford (April 1993,
pages 147-50) does not gjye an honest list of the

'against’ factors in the MmB PhD There are

programme .
two major problems.

First, no one has adequately analysed the benefit to
medical students of immersing themselves in some

minute area of research for three years 3t @ time when
their c‘areer plans are far from formulated. The likeli-
hood is that the majority of people on the MB PhD
programme ¥ill end 5 spending their careex doing
Something completely different from the tOpiC of their
PhD. While training in research methods is of course
valid, Why not do the research on Something that you
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are going t° spend your ©areer doing, and therefore,
do it after graduation. This problem s compounded
by the fact that members of staff in the preclinical

departments are only tee keen to grab intelligent

young me=n and women for three—year PhD student-

ships, given that they do not have to bother with rais-
ing funds since these are provided through the clinical
school. The motives of the supervisors of these PhD
students may therefore not be of the purest!

Second, and here I speak 2= @ graduate tutor as well
as a NHS consultant, ! believe these students are disad-
vantaged in two ways. It is difficult to complete = PhD
in three years?the majority of students in this univer-
sity do not do g, yet they can overrun by a few weeks
or even a term without any real problem. The MB PhD
students will not be able to do g, since they will have
to complete their clinical studies. They will then be
trying the impossible, writing up = PRD and training te
be a proper doctor. The end result is that their PhD
will be shorter and probably poorer than average,
and/or their clinical trajping will be compromised.

Completing = PhD is a difficult and demanding task.
Learning clinical skills is equally difficult and demand-

il’lg. To combine them is ill advised.
Many of us feel that the MB PhD programme
designed more to show the clinical school as being

trendy than to benefit the young people who are
seduced into it.
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