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I An Account of uncemmon Symptoms fuccceding

the Vleafles ; with Jome additional Remarks on

the Infection of Meafles and Small Pox. By

Mr. James Lucas, one of the guyrgeons of the
General Infirmary at Leeds.

A]'\-l;ears,

1790. On the 23d, in the evening, the mea-
fles began to appear, and on the 28th the erup-
tion feemed to be gradually declining. On the

29th, in the evening, fhe perceived that ftie
was deprived of the ufe of her lower limbs, al-

unmarried ywoman, aged twenty-three
was feized with a fever July 21ft,

though flie had not any other uncommon com-

plaint. During the eruption Ihe had men-
ftruated, but the difcharge and the time were
not in gny refpedt unufual.  The fo]]owing
morning lhe could not pafs any urine, and an ob-
ftinate conftipation fucceeded, which was fcarce-
ly to be overcome by the molt powerful cathar-
tics, adminiftered not only by the mouth, but
alfo by clyfters. Caftor oil feemed to claim a

preference t© any 9ther purgative that was em-
ployed. The tobacco clyfter feems, in fuch cafes
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d( debility, to be fomewhat ghjectionable, at-
though in inflammatory affedtions I have found
it efficacious, »ot only a= an gperient, but alfo

as an antiphlogiftic remedy.
She had little pain : her chief complaint was

a fenfe of fulriefs in the abdomen. The warm
bath, which was directed as a flimulus to the
Vifceral was followed by a ilight pain in the
legs. Although the uneafinefs was of Ihort du-
rationl yet it feemed to prognofticate farther
advantage from perfifting in the ufe of the bath s
it was, therefore, directed to be employed of an
agreeable heat, and for the fpace of ten minuteS’
every Other night+ The pain appeared to be in]
creafed after gyery bathing, which proved of efj
fential fervice in producing = feeling in the
limbs.

During ten daYS no urine was evacuated, ex-

cept What efcaped upon moving her, or was
drawn off by the catheter, which was daily em-

ployed : for a1though the attendants feemed to
be of Opinion that a fufncient quantity occalio-
nally and accidentally flowed, yet the intume-
fcence in the region of the Dbladder clearly
pointed out the peceffity of more effectually re-
moving its diftention. She neither pafled urine
at the time of fcecal dilchargcs, nor had any Vo~
luntary inclination to void it until her limbs had
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fo far recovered that fhe was able to move over
the floor.

In fuen cafes too fypine = pofture may e
perniciOUS , and endeavours fhould be yfe(, by
the patient, te void urine about the time thai:
it lias been accuftomed to be extracted by the
catheter.

In every inftance, but more efpecially when
the feelings ©f the patient are imperfect, it is

neceflfary to diftinguifh between an jnyoluntary
flowing of yrine, and an evacuation under the

direction of the patient,- for if the bladder is

never fufficiently emptied, its tone will be much

longer it being recovered, although the fwel-
ling in the abdomen fhould not be of a very

painful kind. It would be a fortunate circum-
flance if women, in fuch unhappy cafes, could
accomplifh the introdu&ion of the catheter
themfelves.

The patient was a week before Ihe could move
a limb, and yet in two days more fhe was able to
walk over the floor without much aid. Occa-
fional aperients and = preparation ©f bark, te-
gether with the waxrm bath, were the gnly
means employed. Every potent remedy was

purpofely delayed’ until it was feen what na-
ture's afTiftance would accomplifh, as the para-

1yfis feemed to arife from debility.
During*
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During her indifpofition lhe was confined to
a 1arge chamber with a north afpedt, and in a
fine fituatidn in the coyntry : lhe was neither
blooded ner pliftered, mor were any powerful
medicines gjven, to which fuch 1ingu1arafch
tion could be afcribed.

Could menftruation at that period have occa-
fioned fuch temporary palfy’ ?-1 have known
the fame evacuation, during eruptive fevers,
occur without 5p. bad confequence. An adult
and a child paflfed through the difeafe in the
fame family, and about the fame time, without
any remarkable fymptoms, The patient her-
felf opferved, that after the fmall pox, about

cine years ago, fhe had been fomewhat fimi-

larly affected, and had gradually recovered,
For a week or two flie complained of pain in
her back, efpecially upon motion.

Several months ago, the hooping coughA
iince that time the fmall pox, and now the
meafles, have become ey, prevalent in this

town and neighbourhood. The meafles have,
in genera', been of a favourable kind. I have

not feen one inftance of . fatal termination.

Great debility has, " many cafes, fucceeded.
I bled one patient, and found his. blood of a

loofe texture ; but his recovery appeared te me
fomewhat
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fomewhat impeded, although at the time his
fymptoms feemed to require fuch an evacua*
tion.

The oryption has commonly Peen copiouss

and in pany accompanied With great fever.
Perfons in a country iituation have paflcd

through the diforder in a more favourable man-
ner than thofe in the town.

An opinion has been maintained, that the
fmall pox is not infe&ious naturally previous to
maturation , but an inftance has appeared of the
mealies heing infedlious guring the eruptive fe-
ver. A woman, who had no fufpicion of any
fuch infection about her, took her child with her
to pay a vifit to a family in the country. This
child having been obferved by the family to
have a cough, and to be {]] its mother was re-
quefted to take it away, and reminded that the

fmall and meafles were at Leeds, from

pox
whence ihe came. The child was accordingly

removed, and the next morning had an eryp-
tion, which proved to be the meafles. On the
fourteenth day from the removal of this patient
three children of the family, who refided in
the country, and alfo a man fervant, all of.
whom had been clofe to the child that had been

Vol. XI. Part IV. Tt taken
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taken there upon 2 vifit, fickened, and had the

mealies. Three other children, two of whom

were the youngeft, and had not been equally
near the child, received the infection from their

lifters. They all had the diforder in as mode-
rate a degree as any that I have attended.

A young lady was fenlible of a bad fpell, and
complained of being lick, foon after Ihe difco-
vered that fhe had been near a child with the
fmall pox. In about three weeks the eruption
in herfelf was as copious from head to foot as I
ever faw’ and Ihe died on the fourth day’ before

there were any ligns of maturation. Her eldeft

lifter, who had been caytioully prevented from

feeing the patient during her life, imprudently
faluted the corpfe, and with great hazard palled

through the diforder. I have no doubt but
that inoculation might, in each of thefe (afeg,
have fuperieded the natural ipfection, had it
been done even fome days after the natural in-
fection had been received ; and I am inclined
to think that in fo dangerous a cafe, as the for-
mer, ¢0ld bathing might P€ warrantable, 2c pe-

techias were very numerous . In the cafe of a

weakly child, who had = copious eruption ©f
fmall pox, I once faw the cold bath yfed, acci-

dentally, without ,ny gpparent harm.,

Although
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Although under natural infettion the fmall
pox and mealies oy be, during the eryptive
fever, infectious, yet it is moll probable that
when thefe difeafes are milder, or artificially re-
ceived, there would at fuch times be lefsdanger
°f contagion. The cuftom of perfopg unne-
ceffarily vifiting infedtious corpfes, and ipyiting
numbers to fuch fypergls, are certainly of more
ferious confequence than is generally imagined.

Leeds,

Auguft 22, 1790.



