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The nucleotide sequence of a 4.6-kb Sa/l-EcoRI DNA frag-
ment including the trmD operon, located at min 56 on the
Escherichia coli K-12 chromosome, has been determined. The
trmD operon encodes four polypeptides: ribosomal protein
S16 (rpsP), 21-K polypeptide (unknown function), tRNA-
(m!G)methyltransferase (frmD) and ribosomal protein L19
(rplS), in that order. In addition, the 4.6-kb DNA fragment
encodes a 48-K and a 16-K polypeptide of unknown functions
which are not part of the trmD operon. The mol. wt. of
tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase determined from the DNA se-
quence is 28 424. The probable locations of promoter and
terminator of the trmD operon are suggested. The transla-
tional start of the /rmD gene was deduced from the known
NH -terminal amino acid sequence of the purified enzyme.
The intercistronic regions in the operon vary from 9 to 40
nucleotides, supporting the earlier conclusion that the four
genes are co-transcribed, starting at the major promoter in
front of the rpsP gene. Since it is known that ribosomal pro-
teins are present at 8000 molecules/genome and the tRNA-
(m'G)methyltransferase at only ~ 80 molecules/genome in a
glucose minimal culture, some powerful regulatory device
must exist in this operon to maintain this non-coordinate ex-
pression. The codon usage of the two ribosomal protein genes
is similar to that of other ribosomal protein genes, i.e., high
preference for the most abundant tRNA isoaccepting species.
The trmD gene has a codon usage typical for a protein made
in low amount in accordance with the low number of tRNA-
(m'G)methyltransferase molecules found in the cell.
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teins/trmD operon/tRNA(m'G)methyltransferase

Introduction

The translational apparatus in Escherichia coli is composed
of RNAs, such as rRNA and tRNA, and a variety of proteins
such as initiation factors, elongation factors and aminoacyl-
tRNA ligases. These different macromolecules constitute the
major part of the cell content (Maalge, 1979). Measurements
of macromolecular composition have been made in order to
understand the mechanisms which govern cell growth. An
early observation was that fast growing cells have a higher
content of rRNA and tRNA than slow growing cells. Such
growth rate-dependent regulation is also true for all ribo-
somal proteins, elongation factors and many, but not all,
aminoacyl-tRNA ligases (Maalge, 1979; Nierlich, 1978;
Neidhardt et al., 1975). Proteins with growth rate-dependent
regulation are made in large amounts in the cell although ex-
ceptions exist (Pedersen ef al., 1978). Ribosomal proteins, as
well as other proteins made in large amounts, are also
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regulated in a way similar to stable RNA when monitored
during shift-up and shift-down conditions. Although much is
known of the regulatory behaviour of such proteins and
many models have been discussed, the underlying mechanism
is still unknown (Maalge, 1979; Nierlich, 1978; Lindahl and
Zengel, 1982).

During the biosynthesis of tRNA, several endo- and exo-
nucleases operate together with the tRNA-modifying enzymes
before the emergence of the mature tRNA (Mazzara and Mc-
Clain, 1980). At least 40 different tRNA-modifying enzymes
are involved in the maturation process but only a few of their
genes have been identified (Bjork ef al., 1982; Bjork, 1983).
So far little is known about gene organization and regulation
of this group of enzymes. However, the regulation of
tRNA(m3U)methyltransferase is similar to that of stable
RNA and ribosomal proteins, although the output of this en-
zyme is low (Ny and Bjork, 1980). Another tRNA biosyn-
thetic enzyme, the tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase, is regulated
in quite a different way. The specific activity of this enzyme
increases only slightly with increased growth rate and the
regulation of this enzyme under amino acid limitation is dif-
ferent from that of ribosomal proteins and rRNA (Ny et al.,
1980). Moreover, the enzyme is present at ~80 mol-
ecules/genome in sharp contrast to the ribosomal proteins
which are present at 8000 molecules each/genome at the same
growth rate (Dennis and Bremer, 1974; Hjalmarsson ef al.,
1983).

The trmD gene encodes the tRNA(mG)methyltransferase.
It has recently been located on the chromosomal map of
E. coli and cloned (Bystrom and Bjork, 1982a). Subcloning,
deletion mapping and analysis of TnS insertions have
established that the trmD gene is the third promoter-distal
gene in an operon composed of four genes (Bystrom and
Bjork, 1982b). Expression in vivo, using the minicell system,
revealed that the promoter-proximal gene is expressed in
much larger amounts than trmD. The fourth gene, i.e., the
gene following trmD, is also expressed at a high level com-
pared with #rmD (Figure 1). This paper describes the entire
DNA sequence of this operon and its nearby regions. From
published amino acid sequences, the first and the last gene in
the #rmD operon were shown to encode the ribosomal pro-
teins S16 and L19, respectively. Thus, the trmD gene, located
between the two ribosomal protein genes, is expressed at a
100-fold lower level (Figure 1). A unique regulatory device
must exist to maintain this non-coordinate expression.

Results

Strategy for the determination of the nucleotide sequence of
the trmD operon

Figure 1 summarizes the gene organization of the 4.6-kb
DNA fragment including the #rmD operon (Bystrom and
Bjork, 1982b). The 3.4-kb Sall;-Aval, and the 1.7-kb
Hind111,-EcoR1, fragments were isolated and shotgun cloned
into the replicative form of M13mp701 (Figure 1, lane g). The
DNA sequences of the different cloned fragments were deter-
mined using the dideoxy method (Sanger et al., 1977, 1980).
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In this way most of the DNA sequence on both strands was
determined for the entire 4.6-kb Sa/l,-EcoRl; DNA frag-
ment. The remaining sequence was determined following
isolation of specific DNA fragments (Figure 1, lane h). Some
regions were sequenced according to Maxam and Gilbert
(Figure 1, lane i). Figure 2 shows the DNA sequence of the
4.6-kb Sall;-EcoRl, fragment.
Identification of open reading frames

Using the computer program ‘TransQ’ of Staden (1979),
open reading frames were identified. It has been established
that the 4.6-kb Sa/l,-EcoRI, DNA fragment encodes six poly-
peptides with mol. wts. 48 K, 13K, 25K, 31 K, 15K and 16 K
(Bystrom and Bjork, 1982b). Six open reading frames were
found in the DNA sequence which agree with the positions of
the corresponding genes and sizes of these six proteins
(Bystrom and Bjork, 1982b). Four of these polypeptides are
part of the trmD operon, starting around position 1700 and
ending around position 3829 (Bystrom and Bjork, 1982b).
The trmD gene product, the tRNA(m'G)methyltransferase,
has been purified to homogeneity and the NH,-terminal se-
quence has been determined to be H,N-(Met)-(Trp)-Ile-Gly-
Ile-Ile-Ser-Leu-Phe-Pro (Hjalmarsson et al., 1983). This
stretch of amino acids corresponds to the 10 codons from
position 2617 — 2646 (Figure 2). This open reading frame con-
sists of 255 codons and ends with an ochre codon (UAA at
position 3382). The mol. wt. of a polypeptide translated from
this open reading frame will be 28 424 compared with the
31 000 obtained with pure enzyme and minicell extracts on
SDS-gel electrophoresis (Hjalmarsson et al., 1983; Bystrom
and Bjork, 1982b). Table I shows that the amino acid com-
position of the pure enzyme is in good agreement with the
amino acid composition predicted from the nucleotide se-
quence. The first and fourth proteins in the trmD operon
have mol. wts. of 13 K and 15 K, respectively, on SDS-gel
electrophoresis. These mol. wts. are in agreement with those
of ribosomal proteins S16 and L19 (Wittman, 1974). Further-
more, the corresponding genes have been located close to
tyrA (69% co-transducible to zyrA4, Isono, 1978), as well as
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the trmD gene (80% co-transducible to tyrA; Bystréom and
Bjork, 1982a). The amino acid sequences for the first
polypeptide (13 K) and the fourth polypeptide (15 K) deduc-
ed from the DNA sequence were identical with the amino acid
sequences reported for the ribosomal proteins S16 and L19,
respectively (Vandekerckhove et al., 1977; Brosius and Arf-
sten, 1978). Ribosomal protein S16 starts at position 1771 and
ends with an ochre codon (UAA) at position 2017. Ribosomal
protein L19 starts at position 3426 and ends, also with an
ochre codon, at position 3771. The second protein in the
operon has a mol. wt. of 25 K on SDS-gel electrophoresis.
There exist three possible start code words at positions 2029,
2035 and 2038 and an ochre (UAA) at position 2584. These
alternative start positions would give polypeptides of mol.
wts. 20 869, 20 639 and 20 508, respectively. At present we
cannot determine which of these start codons is used to pro-
duce the 25-K polypeptide. Furthermore, there also exists an
additional stop codon (UAA) at position 2596 in the same
reading frame. Thus, the trmD operon is compact, with in-
terspace regions between the ribosomal protein S16, 21-K
polypeptide, tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase and ribosomal
protein L19 of only 9— 18, 30 and 40 nucleotides, respectively
(Figure 3A).
Codon usage

Table II shows the codon usage of the genes in the trmD
operon. The rpsP(S16) and rpIS(L19) genes show similar
codon usage as genes for other ribosomal proteins and other
proteins made in large amounts in the cell (Nomura et al.,
1980). Thus, these genes avoid certain codons such as
AUA(lle), CGA/G(Arg), AGA/G(Arg), UCA/G(Ser),
ACA/G(Thr) and GGA/G(Gly) (Ikemura, 1981). These
codons, except UCA/G and ACG, are identical with the
modulator codons suggested by Grosjean and Fiers (1982).
Furthermore, these codons are read by tRNA species found
in small amounts in the cell. In contrast, the trmD gene uses
these codons more frequently in correlation with the low
amount of this enzyme produced in the cell. Results obtained
using minicell systems suggest that the expression of the 21-K

?

80 8000

» C 7 el e we [ ws ] [ ]
P e
o PV (
a
— g T M 7 < T TS y 1
Sall, Bglly Saclly Avall; Pvully Bglly  Avally Pvully Pvull, BamH I (S‘cllz Hindill, Aval,} Pst I';\ Sacll Clal  EcoRy
o) - . Avally [
[ 10 N 20 , , 30 40 4.59kb
' o — } 4
LU R — apppptiin | m e T [P SR iy o Su—
Rsal | peppepnpepaipsuituinini | — L [ L L T mll |
° FruDIl Q. c—1 ™) [ s s s oo . 0 e e Y IS | —
Haelll [P el TS| o | ... -— T T Wil 1 |
Hpall [ IR SR [ s ¥ o S pnil | s | Q o ! [ e B o SR T ottt v |
Taql I I L] [ | — Jn | L |
[ sausa | | N N TR YT I = | (I
L] | S sune p—

i

Fig. 1. Restriction map and sequencing strategy of the 4.6-kb Sa/l-EcoRI fragment containing the trmD operon of E. coli K-12. (a) Number of molecules of
each gene product, encoded by the trmD operon, at a specific growth rate of k = 1.0 (Dennis and Bremer, 1974; Hjalmarsson et al., 1983). (b) Genes within
the 4.6-kb Sa[l—@‘coRl fragment. (c) Promoters of the zrmD operon. P indicates the major promoter, and (P) indicates a suggested weak internal promoter
(Bystgégn and Bjork, 1982b). (d) Restricton map of the 4.6-kb Sa/l-EcoRI fragment. (e) Scale in kb of the 4.6-kb chromosomal DNA fragment of pBY03
containing the trmD operon. (f) DNA fragments isolated from pBY03 used in g, h and i. (g) Fragments in f were shotgun cloned into vector M13mp701, with
respective enzyme. V\{hen using restriction enzymes giving blunt ends, T4 kinase phosphorylated BamHI or EcoRI linkers were ligated onto the fragments
before hganqg them into M13mp701. Vertical lines indicate restriction sites within the sequenced area. Horizontal continued lines indicate sequenced DNA
and dashed lines represent the rest of the cloned DNA. (h) Specific fragments cloned into vector M13mp701. (i) Regions sequenced by the method of Maxam

and Gilbert (1977, 1980).
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Nucleotide sequence of the /rmD operon

GTCGAZAGTTTGAGCAATAAGAAAGAGAAGCAGTATAGCGTCAGGTGAACGLTGCTCCARCCGTTGCATAACAACAAAGACGCCTTCATGTTATACTGCGGCARAATACTGATGATGTGT 1- 120
:

CECGATTOC6GCCAACCGTTTCCACCCLAGGLGAGAGACAATGTTTGATAATTTAACCGATCGTTTGTCGCGCACGCTGCGCAATATCAGTGECCGTGGACGCETCACTGAAGACAACGT 121- 240
f

AARAGATACGCTGCGCGAAGTGLGCATOGCGLTGLTGEAGGCGGACGTAGCTCTGCCGGTAGTGCGTGAGTTTATCAATCGCGTAARAGAGARAGCGGTTGGTCATGAAGTTAATAAGAG 241- 360
—_— . prmm—— ¢

HeeGlyG?uGZuA:nClnThrLeuAanLeuAlaAlaCZnPrﬂPraAlaVaZValLeulletAlaGl
CCTGACGCCGOOGLAGGAGT TCOTLARRATAGTCCGTARCGAACTGGTTGCGGCEATGEGCGAAGAGAACCAGACCCTGAACC TGGETGCGCARCCGECTGCGGTCGTACTCAT SGLAGE 361- 480

. .1,fnZl;dla7l;LysTkrThrSerVaZGl¥LyslcuCquisPheLeuAr GluLysHislyslysLysValleuValValSerdlaAspValTyrArgProAlaAlallelysGl
CCTGCAAGGTGCCGGTARAACAACCAGCGTTGG AAACTCGGTAAGTTCCTGCG GAGAAGCACAAGAAGAAAGTGCTGGTGGTTTCTGCCGACGTTTATCGCCCGGCGGCAATCAAACA 481- 600
nlie u:.‘.:?hrl.cudlaGZuGlnVaZ’}lyValAegPhePhePr-oSerAaanZGlgGlnL 8ProValAsplleValAsnAlaAlaleuLysGluAlalysleulysPheTyrAspValle
GCTTGAGACGCTGGCAGAGCAGGTGGGCGTTGA TTCTTCCCTTCTGATGTTGGTCAGAAGCCGGTAGA ATCGTTAACqCGGCGCTGAAAGAAGCCAAQCTGAAAYTCTACGACGTGCT 601~ 720

uleuValAcpThrAlaGl Ar?Leth'sValAspGZuAZaMetMe:AspGluIleLiDGanalﬂieAlaSerIleAnnPrDValGluﬂlrLauPheValV:zlAapAlaMetThrGl Gl
GCTGGTGGATACCGCTGG c6 CTGCACG”GACGAAGC(‘MTGATGGACGAGAYCA ACA‘AGTCCATGCGTCGATTAAC(;CGGTYGAAACCCTGTTTGT?GTTGACGCCATGACCGG*C‘ 721- 840

m‘.s:AZJA.‘zAMThMZaLysAZaPheAsnGZuAlaLeuProLeuThrGlgValVaZLeuThrLyaValAspGlyAa AlaArgGlyGl AlaAlaLeuSer!le‘rgfliallcThrGZ
GGATGCGGCCAATACGGCAMAGCAYTCAATGAAGCGTTA.CCGCTTACCGG GTAGTGT'I:GACCAAAGTGGACGGCGA?QCCCG GGCGG GCGGCGCY?TCTATTCG CACATCACTGG 841~ 960

slacirollelysPheleuGlyValGlyGlul sThrGZuAZaLeuGZuProPtht‘aProAapArgIleAlaSeMrgIleLeuGl MetGlyAspValleuSerLeulleGluAspIl
CAAACCGATCAAGITCCTCQG?G”GGCGAGA ARCTGAGGCGCTGGAGCCGTTCCATCCGGACCGCATCGCGTCGEG AYTCTC_GG%ATGGGCGACGT&CTGTCGCTGATCGAAGA?AT 961-1080

~3luSerlysValAspArgAlaGlnAlaGlulysLeuAlaSerL, aLeuLiaL 8G1 AapGlyPheAaqLeuAuAAapPheLeuGluGluLeuArgGZnHetL 8AsnMetGlyGlyMNe
CGAAAGCAAAGTTGACCGLGCGCAGGCAGAGARATTAGCCAGCARGCTGARARAAGG GACGGCTTCGA CTCAACGAC!TTCTTGAGCAGCTBCGCCA?ATGA AAATATGGGCGGCAT 1081-1200
cAlalerLeuMctGlylysleuProGlyMetGlyGlnIleProAs AanVaZLsznglnMcrAspAchysValLeuValArgMctGluAlalleIleAsnSeertThrMctLysGl
GGCTAGTCTGATGGGCAAGCTGCCGGGCATGGGGCAGATCCCGGATAACGTCA, GTCACAGATGGACGA AAGTGCTG?TGCGTATGGAAGCCAYCAT?AACTCGAYGACGATGAAAGA 1201-1320

uArgAlalysProGlullelleLysGl SerAr'%LisArgAr Il 'AlaAlaGl*CgaGZyHetGluVaZGZnAlpValAaMrgLeuLeuLylGZnPheAapAopHetGergMe:Me
GCGCGCTAAGCCACAAATCATCAAAGGTTCGCGTA ACGCCGTATTGCTGCCGGTT CGQTATGCAGGTGCAGGACGTTQACCGYCTTCTGAAACAGTTEGACGACATGCAGCGCATGAT 1321-1440

:Ly;LysMecLysLysGZyGZyMe:AzaLysMeeuezArgSerMecLyscz NetMetProProGlyPheProGlyArg
GAAGAAAATGAAGAAGGGC!ISGAAYGGCGAAGATGATGAG AAGCATGAAGGG ATGATGCQCCCAGGCTTQCCTBGTCAGCTAATCGGCCTGGCTTGTTTG?CATTTTGGCACCGGGATGTG 1441-1560

UCGTCATCCTEACGTACTgCGTGYACGCYCCGGTGACT(.QCGCGCACYCCGGCACCAAAC.TGGCTGCACCGCCGACGGCCIYTTTACAGCAGAGTTAGCAQCTGTTGATYGCAAYYCCEGE 1561-1680

MetValThrIleArgleuAlaArgHisGly
AAAAATGAdIAAAA TTTCGGGCTT ACACCGGACTgGTTCC]CGAT%GGTCCGG1TQTY'lTATTCACAC%AGAGGATGTTATGGTAACTAYTCGTTTAGCACGTCACGGC 1691-1800

AlalysLysArgProPheTyrGlnValValValAlaAepSerArgAsnAlaArgAsnGl ArgPheIleGluArgValGlyPhePheAsnProlleAlaSerGlulysGluGluGlyThr
GCTAAAAAGCG?CCGTTCT@CCAGGTTGTYGYCGCYGACQGCCG AATGCACG AACGGICGClTCATCGAGCGCGTTG?TTYCTTCAACCCAATCGCTfGCGAAAAAGAAGAAGGCACf 1801-1920

ArgLeuAdspleuAspArglleAlalisTrpValGlyGinGlyAlaThrIleSerAspAr, ValAlaAlaleulleLysGluValAsnlysAlaAla Met
CGCCTGGA?CTGGA CGgH.’CGCTCACTGGGTTGGCwGGCGClACY"TTC]’Gl CG GTTGCTgGmATCAAAGAIAGTAAACAAAGCAGCTTAHI’CTGTCACGGTGGTCATGATG 1921-2040
SerLysGlnLeuThrAlaGlnAlaProVaZAagProIleValLeucleiaHeeGZ SerSerTyrGlyIleArgGlyTrpleuArgValPheSerSerThrGluAspAlaGluSerIle
AGCAAACAACTCACCGCGCAAGCACCTGTTGATCCCATCGTTTTGGGAAAAATGGG TC?TCTTACGG ATTCG GGGTG‘GCTCAGAGTGTTYTCYTCCECCGAAGACGCCGAAAGCATT 2041-2160

PhedspTyrGinProTrpPhelleGlinlysAlaGlyGlnTrpGinGinValGlnLeuGluSerTrplysHisHisAsnGinAspMetIlellelysLleulysGlyValAspAspArgAsp
TYTGACTATCAGCCCTGGT!YATCCAGAAGGCGGG%CAGIGGCAGCAAGTCCIGCTGG}AAGCTGGAAGCACCACAATC&GGACAYGATCATCAAGCTGfAAGGCGTTGACGATCGTGIT 2161-2280

AlaAlaAsnLeuleuThrAsnCysGlulleValValAspSerSerGlnLeuProGlnLeuGluGluGlyAspTyrTyrTrpLysAspleuMetGlyCyeGln ValvalThrThrGluGly
GCGGCGAACCTGCYGACGAET1GTGAAATTGTCGTGGATICATCGCAGCTGCCTCAGCYT'GAAGAGGGGGACTACTACTQGAAAGACCTGATGGGCTGC?AGGTAGTAACCACTGAAGGC 2281-2400

.'_4r,:.-:;LeuolyLysValValAspMetMeeGluThrGlySerAaMapValLeuValIleL 8AlaAenLeulysAspAlaPheGlyIleLysGluArgleuValProPheLeuAapGl
TACGATCTCGGTAAAGTCGICGATATGATGGAAACCGGA'{CTAATGACGTT_CTCGYCATTA%GGCAAACCYGAKAGA?G?GTTTGG?EA GGAACG?CTQGTACCGTTCCTE&GG 2401-2520
JlnvallleLysLysValAs, LeuThrThrArgSerIleGluValAspTrpAspProGlyPhe MetTrpIleGlyIlelleSerLeu
CAGGTTATCAASAAAGTCG}?CTCACTACT(:GYYCAATCQAAGTAGATTGGGATCCTGG%TTTTAAACCACCGGATAAA?GGTAAAAGACGGCGCTATGII'GEATTGG ATAATTAGCCTG 2521-2640

Phebr GluMetPheArgAlalleThrAspTyrGlyValThrGlyArgAlaVallyadenGlyLeuleuSerIleGinSerTrpSerProArgAapPheThriishspArgHiadrgThr
TTTCCTGAAATGTTC&CGQATTACCGA?T‘CGG GTAACEGEQ&EGCAGTYA AAATIGG?.CT TGAGCATCCAGAQCTGEAGTCCTCG GACTTCACGCATGACCGGCACCGTACC 2641-2760
— — '
YalAspAspArgProTurGlyGlyGlyProGlyMetLeuMe thetValGinProLeudrgAspAlalledisAladlal 8AlaAlaAlaGlyGluGlyAlaLlyeVallleTyrLeuSer
GTGGAEGA CG?CCTT CGE GG%GGXCCGGG ATGTTAA.TGATGGTGCAACCCTTGCGgGAEGCCATTCATGCAGCAAKAGCCGCGGCGGG*GAAGG ?CAA GGTGATTTATCTGTCA 2761-2880
Pr.GlnGlyArgLysLeudspGlnAlaGlyValSerGluleudlaThrAsnGlnLysLeulleLeuValCyaGlyArgTyrGluGlyIleAspGLludr ValIleGlnThrGlulleAs,
ACAGGGKCGgAiGCTTGAECAAGCGGG GTCAGCGAAC.TGGCAACGAATCAAAKATIG.ATTCTGGTGYgCGG?CG%I*CGAAGG#ATAGA GAGCG GTGATCCAAACCGAAATTGA 2881-3000

wo

luGlulrpSerileGlyAspTyrvalleuSerGlyGl GluLeuPruAlaMetThrleulleAspScrValScrArgPhelleProGl ValleuGlyHieGluAlaSerAlaThrGlu
ARGARTGETCAATCGCEGRTTRCE cacrecYactGaGTTACCAGCRAATEACE TatTaaErccatriceee rﬁ,Anccsccicuc?cesienrcﬂccc?csccuc@u 3001-3120

2

uGl LeuLeuAsgCEstlliuTirThMr ProGluValleuGluGlyMetGluValProProValleuleuSerGlyAsnHisAlaGlulleArgAr TrpAr,
T GC A'C g G? 3121-3240

coerPheAlasluG
_ATTCCTTTGCTGAAGG{TTGCTGGA cce GCG CCTGAGGTGTTAGAQGG ATGGAAGTTCCGCCAGTGTTACTGTCGGG AACCAT(.;CCGAGITACG CGCTGGC

ui,gs7lnSerLeuGlyérgThrTrpLeuArgArgProGluLeuLeuGluABnLeuAlaLeuThrGluGluGlnAZ"Ar LeuLeuAlaGluPheLysThrGluHisAlaGlnGlnGln
TTGAAACAGTCGCTGGGC\.GTACCTGGCTTAGAAGACCT@AACTTCTGGAAAACCTGGC'II’CTGACTGAAGAGCAAGCIA(} TTGCTGGCGGAGTTCAKA&CGGAACACGCACAACABCAA 3241-3360

§
HislysHisAspGlyMetAla MetSerAsnllellelysGlnLeuGluGlnGluGlnMetLysGlnAspValProS
cArAhcncn?ccﬂnecqcrucccccccAcnAtchrTrAcccAesnAAGAGAn‘AunncAEcucnrArp\iccucrrcAAcAAcAecfencniccAecA GTACCTT  3361-3480
CrPheArgProGlyAspThrValGluVallysValTr ValValGluGlySerl ArgleuGlnAlaPheGluGlyValVallleAlalleArgAsnArgGlyLeulisSerAlaP
ccr1ccc?ccccc’l‘cﬁncgGrccAAcrGAiAsrATGEGITG?TGAKco‘thAi(Zﬂic‘E?c?susccn1cGAEGG_GTGGTTArcccrnrcc?uccc_cc?c_mucrcrccn 3461-3600

acThryalArglysIleSerds : 1 2 T
FeactettEeTRiRRTTTECARECEEEARERE ST BREEFEHEFREEKEREREAETEREEQTREFHRRREEATSPET S ANREERESREBARES HERRRAETARETNET  sonearao

crl MAPSGIuAraThr il ulusAlaAlaArg] A
AccTéccfeAcc&TAcch'fuccé?cc’FcEfAfffifEf,EcE?E?‘fﬂiErucnncccrrAAccsAcnccTcnusug_g_g_crsggu,ngicrcgg;cnnnncrcrns 3721-3840
! GTAGGACAATTCTTCCCGACCGGTTAACCGACCGGGAARAAATAGACAAAC

CIGGTGTTYTAAGGGGTAG]"AAYCACCACTGCGACGCGGdGGTTCTCGGCGCGGCCCTG&GCGGTCTTGTTACTGGCTA'I"GGGATATTTTYTTCCTAAA(IZCCTGTGTGGTGAGATTGCTG 3841-3960
GM:CACAAAATTCCCngiATTAGTGGT(i'ACGCTGCGCCGCCAAGAGCCGCGCCGGGACCCGCCAGAACIAYGACCGATACCCTATAAAAAAAGGATTTGGGACACACCACTCTAACGAC
ProThrThrileValialAlaValArgArgAsnGluAlaArgGlyGlnA laThrlysAsnSerAlalleProTyrLysLysGlyLeuGlyGlnThrThrLieuAsr Serd

CGTGGAAYTTGTCCACCCA'II'AGCCCATGCATCGGCCACGA‘CATTCGCCCGTTTCAATGA'II'AAGCCTTCGTTGYAACTGT(IZTTCACCATAGTTATCGGTG'II’GTCCATCCATICGGGCATGT 3961-4080
GCACCTTAAACA?GTGGGTAYCGGGTACGTAGCCGGTGCTGTAAGCGGGCIAAGTTACTATTCGGAAGCAACATTGACAGAAGTGGTATCAATAGCCACACAGGTAGGTITGCCCGTACA
cafrolleGinGlyGlyMetalaTrpAlaAspAlaValValAsnaladrglysleuSerleuGlyGludsnTyrSe AspGLluGlyTyrAsnAspThriiaGlyAspMetArgAlaliaT

GTTAGCCCTGTCGAGGCCARTTTAGCTGCCATGGTTTGEATCTGITGETGECTTTCCGGEAGCAATTTGTAGTCATTTTTTGCGAACAGAATGGCATCTGATARGCCCAGCGACCAGICS  4081-4200
CAATCG?GA;AGCTCCGG'ITAAATCGACGGTACCAAACCTAGACWGMARCCCWAAACATCAGTAAAAAACGCYTGTCTTACCGTAGACTATTCGGGTCGC GGTCAGC
Frleul yTarierAlaleulysAladlaMetThrGinIleGinGinGinSerGluProL culeulysTyrdspAsnLlysAlaPheleul leAladspSerLeuGlyLeuSerTrpAapG

C CGGATTl:AGTAAATCéATAAGATTGCATAGCGGCGA’CTTGCTCAGGAGTAAACTT'I"CCCTGAGGGGACTGGCAGC(‘ZAGTCAGTATTAGTGAGGTG‘AAACCAGGGGTGCTACCAGG 4201-4320
GGLCGCCTAA ICA[ITQ(Z;GTATICTQ;C}G{T’TCGCCGCTGAACGAGTCCYCATTTGAAAGGGACTCCCCTGACCGTCGGTCAGTCATAATCACTCCACTTTTGGTCCCCACGATGGTCC
PN rPreGlyTyrSeriinMet

' ' !
T6CTT TCATTCGATATI{ICCIYGTTATCTCAQQAQQTTTTC,GGCACGCTGQTQTTT(‘;GCCTGATACATATTGTGATCGGCAAGCTCTTGTAATTTTTCCGCAGAGGCGTGCTCAAYG 4321-4440
ACGAAATAGTATIAGCTATATAGGAACAATAGAGTGGTCGAAAAGCCGTGCGACCACAAACCGGACTATGTATAACACTAGCCGTTCGAGAACATTAAAAAGGCGTCTCCGCACGACTTAC

' . ' ' !
GTCATCGCGTAACCAATGCTTAATGTCATGGTGGTCTGATGGCCATTATGAAGATCAAACGGGAGATTAAAGATTTGTGTCAGTGCTGAACATATCTGCTGCACTTCAGATTCCGACTGT 4441-4560
CAGTAGCGCATTGGTTACGAATTACAGTACCACCAGACTACCGGTAATACTTCTAGTTTGCCCTCTAATTTCTAAACACAGTCACGACTTGTATAGACGACGTGAAGTCTAAGGCTGACA

ACATCATAGAGCACCATAGCGAATTC 4561-4586
TGTAGTATCTCGTGGTATCGCTTAAG

Fig. 2. DNA sequence of the trmD operon and nearby regions from E. coli K-12. Only one strand with the polarity of the mRNA is given, except for the
region encoding the 16-K polypeptide which is transcribed in the opposite direction. The amino acid sequences of the coded p{o}ems are shown. The trmD
operon consists of: the rpsP(S16) gene, which begins at position 1771; the 21-K (unknown function) gene, which begins at position 2029—2(?38; thf: trmD
[tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase] gene, which begins at position 2617; and the rp/S (L19) gene, which begins at position 3426. The ﬁrs? 10 amino acids of the
tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase were confirmed by determination of the NH,-terminal amino acid sequence of the puriﬁed.enzyme (Hjalr'flarsson et al., 1982).
Two presumptive Pribnow sequences are boxed in front of the rpsP gene. Regions of dyad symmetry able to form hairpin structures with a AG value !ess
than — 8.4 kcal are indicated by underlining. A dot indicates the center of symmetry. Probably, the dyad symmetry, with a AG = —20.0 kcal, following the
rplS gene is the terminator of the trmD operon.
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polypeptide is intermediate between the ribosomal proteins
and the tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase (Bystrom and Bjork,
1982b). Table II shows that the codon usage of the gene for
the 21-K polypeptide is somewhere between that of the two
ribosomal protein genes and the frmD gene. Thus, the
UCA/G(Ser), ACA/G(Thr) and GGA/G(Gly), which are
completely avoided by the ribosomal protein genes but used
rather frequently by the trmD gene, are used to some extent
by the 21-K protein gene. The frequent use of CUC(Leu) by
the 21-K protein gene is also in sharp contrast to the usage by
ribosomal protein and trmD genes.

Discussion

In this paper the entire nucleotide sequence of a 4.6-kb
Sall;-EcoR1; DNA fragment including the trmD operon is
presented (Figure 2). The restriction enzyme pattern (Sa/l,
Hindlll, EcoRI) of this sequenced DNA fragment was shown
by the Southern blot technique to be identical to that of the
E. coli chromosome (unpublished results). The trmD gene is
the structural gene for the tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase.
Surprisingly, the promoter proximal gene of this operon was
found to be rpsP, which encodes for ribosomal protein S16.
The last gene of the operon is rpiS, which encodes for

Table 1. Comparison of the amino acid composition of the
tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase obtained from the protein hydrolysate and the
DNA sequence. Results are shown as residues per molecule

Residue Number of residues
Protein DNA
hydrolysate? sequence

Methionine 7.1 8

Tryptophan n.d. 5

Isoleucine 13.7 15

Glycine 24 24

Serine 14.6 14

Leucine 279 28

Phenylalanine 6.1 6

Proline 11.5 13

Glutamic acid 22

Glx 33
Glutamine 11
Aspartic acid 14
Asx 18.6

Asparagine 4

Arginine 18.3 19

Alanine 20.9 21

Threonine 11.9 12

Tyrosine 6.9 6

Valine 13.3 14

Lysine 7.9

Histidine 8.9

Cysteine 2.1 2

#Data are from Hjalmarsson et al. (1983). The number of residues per
tRNA(m'G)methyltransferase molecule in the protein hydrolysate was
calculated by multiplying the molar % of its amino acid composition
with the total number of residues obtained from the DNA sequence
(trp residues subtracted). Aspartic acid and glutamic acid were not
distinguished from their respective amino derivatives. Tryptophan was
degraded during the analysis.
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ribosomal protein L19. This provides the first example where
a gene for a tRNA biosynthetic enzyme is part of an operon.
The two surrounding genes, encoding the ribosomal proteins,
are expressed at a high level, each resulting in 8000 mol-
ecules/genome in glucose minimal medium. The third
promoter-distal gene, trmD, is expressed at a very low level
resulting in only ~ 80 molecules of tRNA(m!G)methyltrans-
ferase/genome (Figure 1). Furthermore, the regulation of
these proteins, both as a function of growth rate and as a
response to the level of ppGpp in the cell, is quite different
(Ny et al., 1980).

Two presumptive promoters were found in front of the
rpsP gene. The two possible — 10 regions are indicated in
Figure 3b (Rosenberg and Court, 1979). The sequence of one
of these promoters (— 10 from position 1690 to 1696) is iden-
tical to the —10 region of the str-promoter and the —35
region of the a-promoter (Nomura ef al., 1980). In position
1730—1731, located ~ 39 nucleotides in front of the start of
the rpsP gene, there is a region of dyad symmetry. This hair-
pin structure is followed by a stretch of four Ts (Figure 3B).
Similar features have been found in other ribosomal operons
and in the str-operon such a hairpin structure was shown to
be a terminator in vitro (Post et al., 1978). The in vivo
significance of this hairpin structure in the trmD operon is yet
to be established.

Transposon Tn5 insertions in the 7psP or the 21-K gene
abolished the synthesis of the frmD gene product, the

A INTERCISTRONIC REGIONS IN THE TRMD OPERON

RPSP - 21K

2002
Val Asn Lys Ala Ala eee Met Ser Lys Gln Leu Thr Ala Gln
GTA AAC AAA GCA GCT TAA TCT GTC ACG GTG GTC ATG ATG AGC AAA CAA CTC ACC GCG CAA

18 ———

21K - IRMD

2572
Asp Prc Gly Phe see cee Met Trp Ile Gly Ile
GAT CCT GGT TTT TAA ACC ACC GGA TAA ACG GTA AAA GAC GGC GCT ATG TGG ATT GGC ATA

30

IRMD - RPLS

3376

Met Ala eee Met Ser Asn
ATG GCG TAA GCC CCC GAG ATA TCA GTT TAC CCA GGA TAA GAG ATT AAA T ATG AGC AAC

40

B THE PROMOTER REGION OF THE TRMD OPERON

-
o
o
-
o
>o

ornnoo»nann®
EIY-Y-T-8
-

ERTY- YT
i

1660 1680 1700 1760 Metval
ACTGTTGATTGCAATTCCCGCAAAAATGAGTAARATIT TTCGGGCTTTITAATATIEA  TTTTATTCACACAAGAGGATGTTATGGTA

C THE TERMINATOR OF THE TRMD OPERON

>

ﬁnOﬁ-(G\mﬁﬁ’
fernoo-noa

-

Leulsngqq 3780 3840

CTTAACTAAGATTTCGCTTAAGCGACATCCTGTTAAGAA TITTTTATCTGTTTGCTGGTGTTTTA
Fig. 3. The DNA sequence of: (A) The intercistronic regions in the rmD
operon. The distances in nucleotides are given below the sequences. One of
the three possible translational initiator codons for the 21-K polypeptide is
indicated (for further explanation see the text). (B) The potential promoter
region preceding the rspP (S16) gene. (C) The potential transcriptional ter-
minator downstream of the rplS (L19) gene.




tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase. Furthermore, deletion
analysis as well as analysis of different subclones established
that the promoter of the trmD gene was to the left of rpsP
(Figure 1, Bystrom and Bjork, 1982b). However, in all
TrmD~ plasmid derivatives there was a small production of
the rplS gene product, the ribosomal protein L19, suggesting
an internal promoter somewhere upstream of rpiS but to the
right of the Hindlll, site in the trmD gene. The latter was in-
ferred from the observation that a Hindlll,-EcoRI, subclone
synthesized a small amount of the rplS product, ribosomal
protein L19 (Bystrém and Bjork, 1982b). However, the DNA
sequence in this region does not reveal any apparent promoter
structure. This further strengthens our suggestion that the
rplS is part of the trmD operon, but does not explain the
small synthesis of L19 in the absence of the major promoter.

The potential transcriptional terminator of the trmD
operon has its point of dyad symmetry at position
3814 —3815, with a AG value of —20.0 kcal (Figure 3C). This
dyad symmetry is followed by a stretch of six Ts, which is
more than the minimal length of four Ts proposed to be im-
portant for terminators (Christie et al., 1981). Other dyad
symmetries with AG values less than — 8.4 kcal are shown in
Figure 2. The significance of these and the postulated pro-
moters and terminators have to be analysed more extensively.

Genes for ribosomal proteins have been shown to be part
of operons containing only ribosomal protein genes as well as
part of composite operons. The latter operons contain genes
encoding non-ribosomal proteins involved in translation, like
EF-Tu and EF-G, or transcription, like subunits of the RNA
polymerase. Some of these operons express the genes dif-
ferently (An et al., 1982; Young and Furano, 1981; Fiil et al.,
1980). The expression of the cistrons in the trmD operon is
sharply dis-coordinate. So far no ribosomal protein operon
has been found with a 100-fold different level of expression
of its constituent cistrons. In the trmD operon two UAA stop

Nucleotide sequence of the irmD operon

codons are spaced by three codons following the 21-K gene,
where a translational polarity mechanism may well be
operating (Figure 3A). Furthermore, among the ribosomal
protein operons, only the str- and a-operons show a higher
expression of the last genes, compared with the proximal
genes. Thus, in the str-operon the expression of EF-Tu from
the fufA gene is 3- to 5-fold higher compared with the pro-
duction of EF-G from the preceding fus4 gene. Two ex-
planations of this phenomenon have been suggested: (i) a
more efficient translation of the fuf4 mRNA (Young and
Furano, 1981); (ii) a weak internal promoter located within
the 3’ terminus of the fusA gene (An et al., 1982; Zengel and
Lindahl, 1982). Similar mechanisms may be operating in the
trmD operon.

Although the relative rate of synthesis of the ribosomal
proteins increases with increasing growth rate, the relative
rate of synthesis of the corresponding mRNAs are more or
less invariant with growth rate (Miura et al., 1981; Lindahl
and Zengel, 1982). The specific activity of the tRNA(mM!G)-
methyltransferase is invariant with growth rate (Ny ef al.,
1980). Therefore, the regulatory behaviour of the tRNA-
(m!G)methyltransferase might be a reflection of the relative
rate of synthesis of the mRNA of the trmD operon. If so, the
ribosomal proteins S16 and L19 must be subjected to auto-
regulation at the translational level. Such a regulatory
mechanism has been proposed for the regulation of other
ribosomal proteins (Fallon et al., 1979).

The efficiency of reading of any particular codon may vary
over at least a 10-fold range (Bossi and Roth, 1980). This
might exert a significant influence on the rate of protein syn-
thesis in certain regions of the mRNA. It has been suggested
that translational rates may be set by the use of codons whose
tRNAs are present in low levels in the cell and that these
regions may be larger than one codon (Ames and Hartman,
1963; Stent, 1964). Thus, depending on its environment, a

Table II. Codon usage of: (a) the rpsP (S16) gene; (b) the rpiS (L19) gene; (c) the 21-K (unknown function) gene, AUG at position 2038 used as start codon; and

(d) the trmD (tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase) gene

U a, b, ¢ d, C a, b, ¢ d, A a, b, ¢ d, G a, b, ¢ d,
0 0 5 3 1 3 3 0 0o 0o 1 2 0 0 1 0 U
Phe Tyr Cys
U 4 4 1 3 « 0 3 1 3 1 2 4 4 0o 0o 1 2 C
T
1 0 0 4 0o o0 2 2 o1 erm 0 0 0 0 A
t
Lew % 0 1 s 0 0o 2 3 M5 0 0 0 T 1 1 6 5 G
0 2 1 3 0 1 3 5 . 0 0 o0 6 4 12 4 5 U
0o 0o 7 1 0o o0 2 1 B2 2 2 3 a 6 1 0 6 C
Cl M % o o o Po 1 0o o 3 w 0 2 37 € o o0 o0 o A
3 4 71 15 12 1 4 2 4 10 4 0 0 0 5 G
2 s 4 9 3 03 3 2 R 1 o0 3 2 . 0 0o o 2 U
T
lle 4 2 7 3 0 1 4 4 T3 4 2 2 2 2 3 4 C
A 0 0 0 3 L N . 4 8 71 6 a 0o 0 1 2 A
Mt 1 5, 7 3 0o 0 1 6 1 3 6 2 E o 0o o 1 G
s 7 5 4 6 s 0 2 301 1 8 2 s 6 s U
1 2 6 1 0 0 1 4 AP, 6 o 4 3 3 10| C
Gl val 3 4 Ala 2 0 o 4 4 16 Y 0o 0o 2 A
0o 3 2 7 1 0 5 5 Y s 16 0 0 3 4 G

The numbers represent the use of codons in the respective genes, obtained from the DNA sequence in Figure 2. In all four cases stop codon UAA was used.
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specific codon may or may not have a regulatory effect on the
efficiency of translation. The codon usage of trmD is typical
for a gene whose product is made in small amounts (Table
II). One possible regulatory device of the trmD gene may be
the availability of a certain subset of minor tRNA species.
The trmD gene shows a positive response to gene dosage, in-
dicating no deficiency in a putative limiting cell component
like a subset of minor tRNA species (Bystrom and Bjork,
1982a). However, modulator codons could still influence the
rate of translation (Grosjean and Fiers, 1982). Furthermore,
other elements, such as the dyad symmetries found in the
trmD gene, might also play a pivotal role in determining the
efficiency of translation.

One can speculate why the frmD gene is part of an operon
containing ribosomal proteins, since apparently a very
elaborate regulatory mechanism must exist which governs the
differential synthesis of these proteins. The ribosomal pro-
teins in the operon are involved directly in translation. The
tRNA(m!G)methyltransferase is indirectly involved in
translation since it methylates 12% of the tRNAs in E. coli,
among them tRNAL! and tRNAL®u, It seems that in order to
ensure a proper regulation of the tRNA(m!'G)methyltrans-
ferase it is advantageous to have the trmD gene as part of an
operon whose products may all be involved in translation.
With the help of the known DNA sequence and the
knowledge of the gene organization it will be possible to con-
struct proper mutants in vitro, which might be helpful in the
elucidation of the regulatory mechanism behind the synthesis
of the tRNA(m'G)methyltransferse and the function of m!G
in the tRNA.

Materials and methods

Materials

Isotopes [a-*?P]JdCTP and [y-**P]JATP were purchased from Radio-
chemical Centre, Amersham. DNA polymerase I (Klenow subfragment) and
T4 polynucleotide kinase were purchased from Boehringer Mannheim and
New England Biolabs, respectively. Restriction enzymes and T4 DNA ligase
were obtained from Boehringer Mannheim or New England Biolabs. BamHI
(CCGGATCCGG) and EcoRI (GGAATTCC) linkers were obtained from
Collaborative Research. The dideoxynucleotide triphosphates were from PL
Biochemicals. The deoxynucleotide triphosphates, isopropyl 3-D-thiogalacto-
pyranoside (IPTG) and 5-bromo-4-chloro-3-indolyl-3-D-galactoside (X-gal)
were obtained from Sigma. Polyethylene glycol 6000 was obtained from BDH
Chemicals Ltd., Poole, England. The synthetic oligonucleotide primer
CGACGGCCAGTG used in dideoxy DNA sequencing was a generous gift
from KabiGen AB. X-ray film used was Cronex 4 from DuPont.

Preparation of DNA and DNA sequencing

Plasmid pBY03 was the source of DNA and was prepared as described else-
where (Bystrom and Bjork, 1982a). Plasmid pBYO03 was subjected to restric-
tion endonuclease cleavage and different chromosomal DNA fragments were
purified by separating the digested mixture on a 5% polyacrylamide gel. The
cleaved fragments were electroeluted essentially as described by McDonell et
al. (1977). The DNA fragments were then shotgun cloned into the replicative
form of vector M13mp701 using different restriction enzymes with four-base
recognition sequences. The vector M13mp701 is a derivative of M13mp7
(Bentley, personal communication; Messing et al., 1981). When restriction en-
zymes giving blunt end fragments were used, T4 polynucleotide kinase-
phosphorylated BamHI or EcoRI linkers were ligated onto the fragments
before ligating them into the replicative form of M13mp701. The fragments
generated by restriction enzymes Taql, Hpall and Sau3a were ligated directly
into the replicative form of M13mp701 using the Accl and the BamHI enzyme
restriction sites, respectively. Ligation was performed as described by the
manufacturer. Competent cells of strain JM101 were transformed with the
ligation mixture using, essentially, the method of Mandel and Higa (1970).
Preparation of single-stranded M13mp701 templates, T-lane screening and
DNA sequencing by the dideoxy method were according to Sanger e al.
(1977, 1980). When needed, additional DNA sequencing was made according
to Maxam and Gilbert (1977, 1980).

904

Computer analysis

The computer programs of Staden (1979), modified by P. Gustafsson and
P. Hagblom, Umea, and the program by Harr et al., 1982 were used to
analyse accumulated DNA sequences. All analyses were made on a Cyber
170/730 Dual computer.
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