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 Letter to the Editor 

Inc. in Chicago. Of the 50 original articles and short communica-
tions published in the first 4 issues of volume 23, 2014, three (9.4%) 
articles  [3–5]  did so.

  When referring to SPSS versions prior to the IBM acquisition, 
authors should cite ‘SPSS Statistics for Windows, version x.0 (SPSS 
Inc., Chicago, Ill., USA)’, but for versions beginning from 19, au-
thors should cite ‘IBM SPSS Statistics for Windows, version XX 
(IBM Corp., Armonk, N.Y., USA)’  [6] .

 

 Dear Editor,
  Over the past year, I was interested to follow the first four issues 

of volume 23 of  Medical Principles and Practice . I noticed that mul-
tiple authors shared inappropriate referral to the use of the SPSS 
program within their articles. SPSS, originally standing for ‘Statis-
tical Package for Social Sciences’, is a statistical analysis software 
that was developed in 1968 by N.H. Nie, D.H. Bent and C.H. Hull. 
In 1975, SPSS was incorporated with the SPSS Incorporation’s 
headquarters located in Chicago (Ill., USA)  [1] . SPSS Inc. was re-
sponsible for the development of the program until version 18 be-
fore being acquired by IBM Corp., located in Armonk (N.Y., USA) 
in 2009. Since then, IBM Corp. has been responsible for developing 
the newer versions of the program  [2] . The transfer of the business 
was completed in October 2010, when SPSS Inc. ceased to exist.

  Since many authors are used to citing the old format of SPSS, 
they still refer to the newer versions as if they are owned by SPSS 
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