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Bullock and Sheff are correct that the trends in incidence among such youths that are
reported in the study may not represent trends nationwide. We note that, for type 2 diabetes,
although the point estimate for the increase in incidence among Native American youths was
the highest observed (annual increase, 8.9%), this was significantly different only in the
comparisons with non-Hispanic white youths and Hispanic youths. In the interest of
improving capacity for representative surveillance of childhood diabetes among Native
American youths, the SEARCH for Diabetes in Youth study is currently collaborating with
the Indian Health Service (IHS) to identify accurate and cost-effective means to identify
newly diagnosed cases of diabetes among IHS enrollees with the use of electronic health
records.
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