
from analytical epidemiological studies of testicular
cancer, which have shown consistent associations with
low birth weight14 22 and with congenital malformations
of the male sexual organs.13 23

In patients with testicular cancer who are treated by
surgery alone low sperm counts and high values of fol-
licle stimulating hormone were observed at the time of
orchidectomy and during the following years.24 25 In
addition, studies of testicular tissue from such patients
have shown that abnormal morphology and impaired
spermatogenesis are common features, both in the tes-
ticle with cancer26 and in the contralateral testicle.24

This probably reflects a condition of permanently
impaired reproductive capacity that precedes and is
not caused by the presence of a tumour in the other
testicle.

Conclusion
We found that testicular cancer occurs more com-
monly in men who have fathered no or only few
children when the age of the man is taken into account.
In conjunction with studies of testicular histology and
function these data support the hypothesis that male
subfertility is associated with a high risk of testicular
cancer. The most plausible explanation for this associ-
ation is the existence of causal factors that are common
to both subfertility and testicular cancer. The epidemi-
ology and biology of testicular cancer suggest that such
common causes may act prenatally.
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Key messages

+ The incidence of testicular cancer has increased
in the past 50 years, and there is some evidence
to suggest that sperm quality has decreased in
the same period

+ It has been hypothesised that common
aetiological factors may exist for testicular
cancer and for male subfertility

+ The association between male subfertility and
subsequent risk of testicular cancer is strong
and consistent with the hypothesis of a
common aetiology

+ The association is similar for seminoma and
non-seminoma, and it persists when several
potentially confounding factors are taken into
account

Corrections

Recent advances: Neurosurgery
In this article by Michael Powell (2 January, pp 35-8)
reference 11 was incorrect and should have read:

Powell MP, Torrens MJ, Thompson JLG, Horgan JG. Isodense
colloid cysts of the third ventricle. A diagnostic and therapeutic
problem resolved by ventriculoscopy. Neurosurgery 1983;13:234-7.

Obituary
Dr Leslie Ely (“Peter”) Lucas (16 January, p 198)
was an originator and trustee of the Huddersfield
Postgraduate Centre, not the Huddersfield Medical
Society.

Smoking cessation: evidence based recommendations for
the healthcare system
In this article by Martin Raw et al (16 January,
pp 182-5) the name of Gay Sutherland (clinical
psychologist from the Maudsley Smokers Clinic,
London) should have been included in the list of
reviewers at the end.
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