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Predatory Publishing — Experience
with OMICS International

Izet Masic

Editor-in-Chief of “Medical Archives” journal

1. EXPERIENCE WITH OMICS
INTERNATIONAL GROUP

In the course of 40 years of my ac-
ademic and scientific work, and as
editor of many journals in index da-
tabases, in many mails, that I often
perceive as spam, I was surprised by
one mail that represented a journal
that discussed the theme of Anthro-
pology (Figure 1). Anthropology is
one of the scientific disciplines which
I am really interested in research, be-
sides, of course, Medical informat-
ics, Family medicine, Public health,
Health management and Science ed-
iting, as my close interesting scientif-
ic areas (1, 2).

The sequence of events was this
one. In several mails I got an offer to
become part of the Editorial Board,
and later Editor-in-Chief (Figure 2
and 3), and to represent myself with
editorial in the first issue of newly
formed journal, “Journal of Forensic
Anthropology” In that editorial, I
would represent myself with previ-
ous scientific and academic opus of
teaching and scientific activities and
achievement in the fields of science
that [ am passionate about.

After T agreed to write the Edito-
rial, in April 2016, my photo and
my biography appeared and I was
presented as Editor-in-Chief on the
web page of the journal (Figure 4).
In purpose to strengthen really plain
Editorial Board, I suggest to two em-
inent colleagues to become part of
the newly formed Editorial Board,
in which they were their colleagues,
from other countries, with their pho-
tos and biographies.

My colleagues accept the propo-
sition not knowing the core of the
problem in which we were involved.
I sent an e-mail to a certain gentle-
man, named mr. James Franklin,
who represent himself as a person in
charge of communication with me in
front of OMICS group, and my two
colleagues became part of the Edito-

rial Board. (Doncho M. Doneyv, Sko-
pje, Macedonia, and Srecko Gajevic,
Zagreb, Croatia).

Over the next few days, after send-
ing an e-mail to James Franklin, with
Google researching and after talking
to colleagues Donev and Gajevi¢,
we saw the way how OMICS group
operates, and we required with com-
mon mail, and then through individ-
ual emails, withdrawing our names
from the mentioned web page.

However, our demands to this day
have not been respected, and even
Mr James has refused to respond to
our messages. On the other hand,
in my name he continued to corre-
spond with potential authors and ac-
cept papers and submit them online
in the form of PDFs to the web site of
the journal.

OMICS International (and its
subsidiaries), is an Open Access pub-
lisher and international conference
Organizer, which owns and operates
700 peer-reviewed Clinical, Medi-
cal, Life Sciences, and Engineering &
Technology journals and hosts 3000
scholarly conferences per year in the
fields of clinical, medical, pharma-
ceutical, life sciences, business, engi-
neering, and technology (3).

2. PREDATORY HAS BECOME
SERIOUS ISSUE IN SCIENTIFIC
COMMUNITY

OMICS International is a true exam-
ple of predatory publisher. Predatory
publishing is the practice of publishing
journals that exploit the emerging accep-
tance of open-access academic journals
to undermine peer-review processes (4).
The main feature of this type of publica-
tion is the publication of content (which
can be of a scientific character and even
and of a valuable scientific character),
without a peer review process, in quite
a short amount of time from the day of
submission to consideration, for a fairly
good amount of money. The number of
this malicious practice is very high, espe-
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Forensic Anthropology <editor.jfa@omicsonline.org=
to me [~

Hello Dr. [zet Masic,
Greetings from OMICS International!!
At the outset, on behalf of OMICS Group we would like to convey our warmest regards to you.

It would be our immense pleasure it you could join our Editorial Beard. We humbly request you to serve as an
editorial board member tor the Journal of Forensic Anthropology (JFA) 1s a startup jouwrnal from OMICS.

The mission of this Quarterly journal 1s to provide a forum for publishing new findings on engineering principles
and technology for forensic science. The journal provides an open access platform to facilitate the exchange of
information between torensic scientists and students, and to support the advancement.

We are pleased to inform you that JFA i1s publishing the articles from experts to celebrate the success of the
Journal.

Please indicate your willingness to serve on the jowrnal’s editorial board by sending an acceptance letter along
with your C.V. including list of publications, Biography, Research Interests and a recent passport size photo to
display at our website.

Please go through the given link:
http:/www.omicsonline. org/tforensic-anthropology.php

We keenly look torward to receive your positive response.
Sincerely,

James Frankhn
Editorial Oftice - Journal of Forensic Anthropology
E-mail: editor. jfajaomicsonline.org

Figure 1. Corresponding letter with manager of OMICS International Group

Promotion: Forensic Anthropology Inbox  x B

]

Forensic Anthropology <editor jfa@omicsinc.com=> 1/23/16 - w
to me, imasic (=

Dear Dr. Izet Masic,
Greeting from Journal of Forensic Anthropology!!

On behalf of our all editorial board members for Journal of Forensic Anthropology. we are appointing you as Editor-in-Chief for the journal based on your attractive
profile.

So, please accept our request & support us to improve the journal in all the way you can.

You can find your upgraded profile in below given url:
http://www.omicsonline.org/editorialboard-forensic-anthropology.php

Feel free for all your queries.
Thanks & Regards,
James Franklin

Editorial Assistant
Journal of Forensic Anthropology

Figure 2. Corresponding letter with manager of OMICS International Group
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RE: EB of Journal for Forensic Anthropology Inbox  x =
Journal of Forensic Anthropology <editor.jfa@omicsonline.org> Apr 28 - -
tome [~

Dear author,
Greetings from Journal of Forensic Anthropology!!

| saw your profile online at researcher’s database and found quite interesting. So, I'd like to have a long lasting scientific relationship with you to
improve our Journal of Forensic Anthropology with your valuable support in publishing of manuscripts.

This Journal is a new initiative in this scientific community as Open Access journal which strives to release issues half yearly and is adamant to
publish new findings in its research field to share the knowledge.

I'd appreciate your interest towards the forbearance of the journal by contributing few write-ups like research, review, perspective, opinion or
short commentaries, etc. based on the topics which relates the journal.

I'd be happy in receiving your submission by 10thMAY, 2017, or else kindly let me know your feasible date.
Looking forward at your response. Feel free for all your queries.

Sincerely,
James Franklin

Editorial Office
Journal of Forensic Anthropology

Figure 3. Corresponding letter with manager of OMICS International Group

Home | Publications | Conferences | Register | Contact

Journal of Forensic Anthropology search.
Open Access

Like us on: [{[_JEICEEDS

Home Editorial Panel Instructions for Authors Submit Manuscript Articles in press Current Issue Past Issues Special Issues~ Metrics Contact

OMICS International organises 3000+ Global Conferenceseries Events every year Open Access Journals gaining more Readers and Citations

across USA, Europe & Asia with support from 1000 more scientific Societies and 700 Journals and 15,000,000 Readers Each Journal is getting
25,000+ Readers

This Readership is 10 times more when compared to other Subscription Journals
(Source: Google Analytics)

Publication Policies and Editorial Board Recommended Conferences
Ethics

6th International Conference on

* Author Role Forensic Research & Technology
« Editor Role September 18-20,2017 Houstan, USA
» Reviewer Role | 2" Experts Meeting on Forensic
. Psychology and Criminology
Publisher Rol
¢ Publisherfole October 02-03, 2017, London, UK

Publishes 700+ Open Access Journals which contains over 50000 eminent

personalities, reputed scientists as editorial board members.

Editor-in-Chief Doncho Donev Srecko Gajovic
Izet Masic Ss Cyril and Methodius University of Zagreb
University of Sarajevo University Croatia
=» Aims and Scope Bosnia Macedonia

=» Article Processing Charges
+ Advertise With Us e
=» Benefits of Publishing
=% Indexing and Archiving Submit Manuscript Table of Contents
=» NIH Funded Work

December 2016 | Volume 1, Issue 1

Figure 4. A recent review of the magazine page shows that the OMICS International Group is still in existence and continues to make invitations for
publication in the magazine, under my own name and my two colleagues’ names, although we have nothing to do with the work of the magazine. The
site still exists, updated, although there are no new releases.
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publication in the Medical Archives. Please find the comments below.
I'would like to remind that you could send your future manuscripts to Medlcal Archives.

Sincerely yours,

Izet Masic, Prof.
Editor
Medical Archives

imasic@lol.ba

hiip:/hwww.medarch.org/

CDMM NTS fnrAutI‘mrs

Benign prostatic hyparplasia affects a signi rtion of men and its p

likely infariar to minimally invasive therapy and lang-t remain
option in men far LUTS/BPE [4]

Stamatiou, Hippocrates Moschouris and Vasilsios Souftas remaines main correction for publishing in this form.

“prostate”, “stercid hormones™, “symptom remission”,
related to LUTS/BPE and treaiment opticns in general.

was performed in this present study.

Refarences

3. Antunes AA. Clinical, laboratorial and
Radiol. 2013;36(4):978-86.
4. European Association of Urology. Guidelines. Edition 2017.

ic findings of prostatyic artery

hitp:fwww scopemed.org

Author Login Page

Reviewer Login Page

Follow scopemed/ejmanager on twitter

I'regret to inform you that your manuscript \"Prostate artery embolization for the treatment of benign prostatic hyperplasia related lower urinary tract symptoms.\" and manuscript number (MEDARH-2017-09-138) is not acceptable for

with age [1]. An enlarged prostaiic gland can cause lower urinary fract symptoms (LUTS) by obstructing the bladder outlet and by
increasing smoath muscle tone of the gland in resction to an augmented resistance. Medical therapy is indicated for patients with moderate/savers LUTS with no absolute surgical indications. Whan medical contol of symptoms fails,
a surgical procedure can be attempted. Novel minimally invasive techniques (MIT) have been introduced in recent years with aim of reducing
The prostatic arierial embolization (PAE) is still an experimental technigue. The first published case in which it was recognized that PAE could have a therapeutic effect on BPE was in 2000 by DeMeriti et al. while the first intentional
treatment of BPE with PAE in humans was done by Camevals et al. in June 2008 and published in 2010. [2]. Although comparative studies are lacking, preliminary results suggest short-term outcomes better than medical therapy but
[3]. Therefore, according to the available guidelines related to the male lower urinary tract symptoms, PAE is not raccomended as treatment

Accarding to the roles of preparing and writing arlice, the ressarch carried out in this articls Prostate artery embalization for the treatment of benign prostatic hyperplasia related lowar urinary tract symptoms by Kanstantinos

Firstly, a search was parformed in MEDLINE, NCEI, Pubmed, Cochrane Library and ather electronic libraries using the following terms: "banign prostatic hyparplasia”,
“prostatic volume™ in combination with the keywords: “prostate artery embolization”,

Sacondly, in order to provide an overviaw of the available fteratura data in this subject area, this database requires evidence scquisition i evidence synthesis not IMRAD (Intreduction, Mathods, Results and Discussion) shama which

Thersfare, Authors would be advisable to try to make a step forward in process of compesing and writing scieniific and professional communication.
In order to publish their scientific communication about PAE as not encugh known MIP and accarding ta the grest ameunt infarmations ralated to the aim of their study, | suggest that it will be better to composs information about PAE
in treatmant of LUTS/BPE and investigate anly role of PAE in tha treatment of BPH ralated LUTS in arder o determine whather PAE is intended to stay ar not. Therafore, in this pressnt study they nesd to change the aim, retriave
informafion only for PAE in traatment of LUTS/BPE and use svidenca acquisition i evidence synthesis not IMRAD shame.

1. Societs Interationale dvUralogie (SIU), Lower Utinary Tract Symptoms (LUTS): An Intemnational Consultation on Male LUTS. Chaple C & Abrams P, Editors. 2013
2. DeMeritt J5. Relief of benign prostalic hyperplasia-related bladder outlet obstruction after transarterial polyvinyl slcohol prostate embolisation. J Vase Intery Radiol. 2000;11{8): 767-70.
1 for the treatment of urinary retenticn related to benign prostatic hyperplasia. A prospective single-center pilot study. Cardiovase Intervent

and costs of cor

transurethral resection of the prostate (TURP).

“Iowar urinary tract symptoms”, “prostate enlargemant”,
“prostate pharmaceutical treatment”, “prostate surgery”. It was widely used field of informations

Figure 5. Example of one review report in journal Medical Archives (for review article)

cially in the poorest part of the world, in underdeveloped coun-
tries. Sometimes authors simply do not see what is about the
publisher. (imperatives are theoretical and continuous training
of cadres) (5, 6).

The biggest problem are the authors who are blinded by the
speed of realizing work, which they always need for something
(vacancy, work, progress), and their reference is important and
they do not ask for the price. Continuous education, both the
existing and the newly-emerging wave of scholars, must be the
purpose and the imperatives of the academic community, espe-
cially the most eminent members.

Most scholarly journals are online only and no longer have
page budgets, although many publishers (enthusiasts), especial-
ly in underdeveloped countries, struggle with print versions...

The lack of a realistic list of all journals that can have a pred-
ator mark is visible. Again, the indicators that for mark of pred-
staory may list on the predator list are questionable, and often
contradictory. Numerous large conferences, which publish ab-
stracts or a articles in indexed journals, are under strike and
they can also overlook many forms of plagiarism (7, 8).

Numerous mails that offer publishing in a journal, with a
very fast process of publishing for some fee are daily spam on
the mail of the researchers. Future in this field is doubtful and
certainly scientific community must set the criteria for scien-
tific advancement, and this desire to publish in predatory jour-
nals may be reduced. Peer review process has to be a heart of
scintific publishing (9, 10) (Figure 5). Manipulation are often
possible when creating the profile, so a lot of inconsistencies in
the information can be seen.

Academics should bear in mind how to differentiate between
trustworthy and reliable journals and predatory ones, consid-
ering: publication ethics, peer-review process, international
academic standards, indexing and abstracting, preservation in
digital repositories, metrics, sustainability, etc. (5).
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3. CONCLUSION

The biggest problem in the concept of predatory publishing
is that this publicity has brought to the tens of thousands of
researchers who have earned Masters and PhD degrees, been
awarded with other credentials and certifications, received
This form of
scientific progress has led to the loss of credibility as well as the

work and promotion, and gotten employment.

state rating itself in the world of science.
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