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The introduction of immune checkpoint 
inhibitors introduced a new era of oncology. 
The CTLA4 or PD1/PDL1 axis targeting 
immune checkpoint inhibitors has shown 
remarkable and long-lasting responses in a 
variety of tumour types. Here, the biology of 
immune checkpoint inhibitors is outlined 
including the main site of action for the 
different immune checkpoint inhibitor types. 
Further, other possible immune checkpoints 
like LAG3 and other cells types including 
macrophages and NK cells, as future direc-
tions for immune modulating therapies, 
are discussed. Combination approaches, 
including immune checkpoint inhibitors and 

chemotherapy or radiotherapy, are currently 
investigated for their synergistic efficacy, 
and preliminary data have shown promising 
results.
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