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Corrigendum

We are grateful to Lahav Karady of the Hebrew University of Jerusulem for taking the time
to replicate our event history analysis of the likelihood of taking a first documented trip to
the United States, which appeared in the third and fourth columns of Table 2 in Massey,
Durand, and Pren (2015). In his reanalysis Karady detected some anomalous data issues and
brought them to our attention. Upon investigating we discovered that a programming error
had led to the selective dropping of cases during a file merge. That mistake is here corrected
in Table 1, which compares the original published model estimates to new estimates based
on the full dataset.

Fortunately the correction does not alter our basic conclusion that the “circularity [of
migration] has declined markedly for undocumented migrants but increased dramatically for
documented migrants.” The re-estimation did nonetheless yield significant changes in the
values of certain coefficients, as indicated by the t-tests reported in the last column of Table
1. Although little change occurred in estimates of the effects of physical capital or U.S. and
Mexican contextual variables, the effects of demographic background, human capital, social
capital, documentation and community size did register significant changes in how they
predicted the likelihood of taking a first documented trip.

Even though changes coefficients associated with the dichotomous indicators of community
size were statistically significant, however, they were not substantively important since the
direction and significance of all effects was the same, just somewhat greater in magnitude in
the corrected model. Among indicators of human capital, the negative coefficient for labor
force experience became significant in the re-estimation; the significant negative effect of
coming from a skilled occupational background turned positive and lost significance; the
negative effect of coming from an unskilled background increased in size and became
significant. Although the coefficient for education increased in size, it remained positive and
significant in both models.

With respect to demographic characteristics, the positive effect of being female increased in
size and became highly significant. Women are more likely than men to undertake a first trip
with documents, in keeping with the fact that migration from Mexico is generally a male-led
phenomenon in which men migrant first, manage to acquire documents, and then sponsor
the entry of spouses and children (Massey and Cerrutti 2001). The fact that most legal
migrants enter the United States via family reunification provisions within U.S. immigration
law is indicated by the strong and significant positive coefficients for having a U.S, migrant
parent, siblings, and children, effects that were not significant in the original model.
Although the coefficient for the relative share of migrants in the community was significant
and positive in the original model, its size increased significantly upon re-estimation.

Finally, although the effect of having access to a temporary work visa increased significantly
in size in moving from the original to the corrected model, the effect was very strong and
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significant in both equations. As noted early, none of these changes affects our principal
conclusion that the likelihood of return migration increased for documented migrants but
decreased for undocumented migrants, it does change the profile of those likely to depart
Mexico on a first documented trip in a more sensible direction. Those most likely to initiate
legal migration tend to be relatively educated urban females living in households and
communities with a high degree of migratory experience. The corrected estimates
underscore more strongly the importance of family ties in the initiation of documented
migration.

The erroneous file merge primarily affected the dataset used to estimate the model of first
trip probabilities. Our re-analyses detected no significant shifts in estimated coefficients for
the model predicting the likelihood of returning from a first U.S. tip and only one significant
shift in each of the models predicting the likelihood of taking and returning from an
additional U.S. trip. In the former, the coefficient for the homicide rate shifted from
significantly negative to significantly positive, inducing that lethal violence promoted greater
repeat migration to the United States (going from -0.108 to 0.0954, with the corrected
estimate significant at p<0.001). In the latter model, the coefficient for months of U.S.
experience fell from statistical significance to insignificance (going from 0.002 to 0.000).
Since no other significant shifts were detected, the full tables are not reproduced here but
will be sent upon request.
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