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ABSTRACT A DNA microarray platform, based on the nucleotide sequences of the
internal transcribed spacer regions (ITS1 and ITS2) of the rRNA gene, was developed
to identify 32 fungal pathogens at the species level. The probe sequences were
spotted onto polycarbonate slides with a mini-microarray printer, and after the hy-
bridization, the results were visible with the naked eye. The performance of the mi-
croarray platform was evaluated against the commercial automated systems (Vitek 2
and BD Phoenix systems) and DNA sequencing (gold standard). A total of 461 blood
culture bottles were tested: 127 positive for fungi, 302 positive for bacteria, and 32
that were negative. Once the microorganisms were identified by automated systems,
fungal DNA was extracted directly from the blood culture bottles. The DNA products
were tested using the microarray platform, and DNA sequencing was performed.
The results of the microarray and DNA sequencing were concordant in 96.7% of
cases, and the results from the automated systems and DNA sequencing were con-
cordant in 98.4%. Of all the nucleotide sequences contained in the microarray plat-
form, the microarray failed to identify four fungal isolates (one Candida parapsilosis,
two Candida tropicalis, and one Cryptococcus neoformans). Of note, the microarray
detected Candida krusei DNA in two blood cultures from the same patient, whereas
the automated system was only positive for Enterococcus faecium. Our microarray
system provided reliable and fast fungal identification compared to that from
DNA sequencing and the automated systems. The simplicity of reading the re-
sults by the naked eye made this DNA platform a suitable method for fungal
molecular diagnosis.
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he diagnosis of invasive fungal infections has been a challenge for clinicians and

microbiologists, as an early diagnosis of the causative agent, together with a
prompt institution of antifungal therapy, is associated with higher rates of patient
survival (1-3). Despite medical and diagnostic advances in the field of fungal infections,
there is a need for new diagnostic techniques and studies to leverage fast and precise
identification of the pathogens (2).

The gold standard diagnosis of fungal infection occurs when fungi are recovered by
culture or tissue biopsy. The modern automated blood culture systems are valuable
methods for the identification of several invasive fungal infections, mainly for Candida
spp., Fusarium spp., Cryptococcus spp., and Trichosporon spp. (4, 5). Non-culture-based
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diagnostic methods, such as the detection of fungal antigens or metabolites (6), and
molecular methods using PCR have been introduced to ameliorate the identification of
the fungal agent when conventional culture results are negative (7, 8). Galactomannan
(GM), (1,3)-beta-p-glucan (BDG), and PCR methods have provided major improvements
in the diagnoses of candidiasis and aspergillosis, and results from GM, BDG, and PCR
methods were included among the mycological criteria for probable invasive fungal
infections in immunocompromised patients (9-12). Promising and sophisticated labo-
ratorial methodologies, such as matrix-assisted laser desorption ionization-time of
flight (MALDI-TOF) mass spectrometry (13, 14) and T2 magnetic resonance assays (15,
16), are now being used in the diagnoses of fungal infections. These new systems
brought fast and accurate identification of a wide spectrum of fungal pathogens in the
clinical laboratory, even though their results rely on commercial libraries. However, due
to their high cost, they remain unaffordable for most hospitals in Brazil.

Recently, new commercial tests have been developed to improve the care of
patients with invasive fungal infections. Luminex Molecular Diagnostics (Toronto, Can-
ada) developed the fungal 23 analyte-specific reagent for the detection of several
yeasts and molds of clinical importance (17). AdvanDx (Woburn, MA, USA) established
a system using peptide nucleic acid probes for fluorescence in situ hybridization to
establish fast species identification of Candida spp., including the identification from
blood cultures (18). The PLEX-ID system (Abbott Molecular Inc., Des Plaines, IL) applies
a broad-range PCR amplification coupled with electrospray ionization-mass spectrom-
etry for the direct detection of pathogens without the need to wait for growth in
culture (19). These methods can significantly reduce the turnaround time for the results;
however, few studies compared the sensitivity and specificity of the methods with DNA
sequencing identification.

Although DNA sequencing is time consuming and highly expensive and requires
expertise to perform, it is an important complementary method of classical mycological
identification of a fungal pathogen. Thus, there is a need for simpler, less expensive,
and reliable molecular technologies, with an accuracy similar to that of DNA sequenc-
ing, for use in clinical practice. Several DNA microarray platforms have been developed
to identify a diversity of microorganisms, such as viruses, bacteria, and fungi, simulta-
neously or individually, with good sensitivity and specificity (20-23). Due to the low
stability of most fluorescent dyes and the expensive scanning equipment used in this
technique, our research group developed a more affordable DNA microarray system for
fungal identification at the genus and species levels. This platform was based on a
panel of oligonucleotide probes that were designed on the basis of internal transcribed
spacer (ITS) regions (24) of the rRNA gene to identify a variety of fungal species
simultaneously in one polycarbonate slide, for which the results were visible to the
naked eye (25). This array was previously studied by testing fungal DNA extracted from
isolates grown in culture medium plates (25-27).

To improve the diagnosis of fungal infections, in our hospital, we carried out a study
of the performance of our DNA microarray in the identification of fungi directly from
blood culture bottles compared to the results from the automated systems and DNA
sequencing.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study design. The study was performed at the Clinical Hospital of the University of Campinas, Sao
Paulo, Brazil, which is the referral hospital for tertiary care for more than 3 million inhabitants. This study
was approved by the Institutional Ethical Committee (no. CAAE: 32955414.0.0000.5404).

From 2013 to 2016, we studied 461 blood cultures. Until August 2014, all blood cultures were
performed using BacT/ALERT 3D (bioMérieux, Marcy-I'Etoile, France), and the identification of the
microorganisms was done by the automated system Vitek2 (lab equipment, bioMérieux, Durham, NC,
USA). Beginning in September 2014, the clinical microbiology laboratory changed its equipment and
systems to BD Bactec FX and BD Phoenix (Becton Dickinson, Franklin Lakes, NJ, USA). The results of fungal
identification obtained with the automated systems were compared with those from DNA microarray
and DNA sequencing. As the product from the blood culture bottles used in this study came from
hospitalized patients, the samples were analyzed by DNA microarray after the standard microbiological
and biochemical tests were performed. The microarray results were not reported to the assistant
physician, and they were not used for therapeutic purposes.
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DNA extraction from blood culture bottles. DNA extraction was performed according to the High
Pure PCR kit (Roche Life Science, Indianapolis, IN, USA) specifications. Briefly, 200 ul of the contents of
the blood culture bottles were added to 1 ml of alkaline solution (0.5 M NaOH, 0.05 M trisodium citrate
dihydrate). After shaking, the samples were incubated at room temperature for 5 min and centrifuged,
and the pellets were suspended in 1 ml of phosphate-buffered saline (PBS), followed by centrifugation
at 16,000 X g for 5 min. The supernatants were discharged, and the pellets were suspended in 300 ul
of PBS and 200 pul of tissue and lysis buffer (4 M urea, 200 mM Tris, 20 mM NaCl, and 200 mM EDTA [pH
7.4]). The mixtures were homogenized using a MagNA Lyser (Roche Life Science) at 5,000 X g for 10 min.
The samples were then centrifuged at 10,000 X g for 2 min, and the supernatants were transferred to
microtubes. Next, 200 ul of binding buffer (6 M guanidine-HCl, 10 mM urea, 10 mM Tris-HCl, 20% Triton
X-100 [pH 4.4]) and 40 ul of proteinase K were added, and the mixtures were incubated at 70°C for 10
min and centrifuged at 16,000 X g for 2 min. The supernatants were transferred to new microtubes and
100 wl of isopropanol was added. The mixtures were centrifuged at 8,000 X g for 1 min, and the
supernatants were discharged. Next, 500 ul of inhibitor removal buffer (5 M guanidine-HCI, 20 mM
Tris-HCI [pH 6.6]) was added to the pellets followed by the addition of 20 ul of absolute ethanol. The
samples were centrifuged at 8,000 X g for 1 min, and the supernatants were discharged. Then, 500 ul
of wash buffer (20 mM NaCl, 2 mM Tris-HCI [pH 7.5]) was added to the samples along with 80 ul of
absolute ethanol. The samples were centrifuged at 8,000 X g for 1 min, and this procedure was repeated
twice. The supernatants were discharged, and the pellets were dissolved in 50 ul of elution buffer (10 mM
Tris-HCI [pH 8.5]).

PCRs and DNA sequencing. PCR was performed using the 5'-biotin-labeled fungus-specific univer-
sal primers ITS1-bio (5'-TCCGTAGGTGAACCTGCGG-3') and ITS4-bio (5'-TCCTCCGCTTATTGATATGC-3')
(Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, MO, USA) (22) to amplify the entire ITS region and provide biotin labeling. The
sizes of the amplified fragments varied from 426 to 930 bp depending on the fungal species. PCR was
performed using PCR master mix (Promega, Fitchburg, WI, USA). The PCR mixtures were incubated in a
Veriti 96-well thermal cycler (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, CA, USA) under the following conditions:
2 min for initial denaturation at 98°C, 40 cycles of DNA denaturation at 98°C for 30 s, primer annealing
at 55°C for 30 s, and elongation at 72°C for 1 min, and a final elongation step at 72°C for 5 min. The PCR
products were verified by electrophoresis in a 2% agarose gel at 100 V for 30 min. For DNA sequencing,
the PCR products were used with the universal fungus-specific primers ITS1 (5’-TCCGTAGGTGAACCTGC
GG-3') and ITS4 (5'-TCCTCCGCTTATTGATATGC-3') (Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, MO), followed by purification
with ExoSAP-IT for PCR product cleanup (Affymetrix USB, Cleveland, OH, USA), and the products were
sequenced with the BigDye Terminator regent kit (Applied Biosystems) according to the manufacturer’s
protocols on an ABI Prism 3100 genetic analyzer (Applied Biosystems). The sequenced data were
assembled and analyzed using BLAST ([Basic Local Alignment Search Tool] http://blast.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov),
and the databases of the Centraalbureau voor Schimmelcultures (CBS) Fungal Biodiversity Centre,
Institute of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) (http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/index
.php), and the Molecular Mycology Research Laboratory, University of Sidney (http://www.mycologylab
.org), were used for genetic identification. For Fusarium, a partial portion of the translation elongation
factor-1-alpha (TEF1a) gene was sequenced using H5392, HS393, EF11, and EF21 primers (28, 29). The
DNA sequences were edited and assembled by Sequencher version 5.2.4 (Gene Codes Corp., Ann Harbor,
MI, USA). For identification, a homology search for the sequences of the TEF1«a gene was done using the
BLAST tool of the NCBI database (GenBank), the database FUSARIUM-ID, and the Fusarium CBS database
(http://www.cbs.knaw.nl/fusarium). To confirm the identity of our Fusarium species, we evaluated their
positions with the maximum likelihood method. The TEFTa analysis tree was constructed. For these
analyses, our sequences, together with the sequences retrieved from GenBank and the CBS database,
were analyzed. The consensus sequences were computed with SeqMan from the Lasergene package
(DNAStar Inc., Madison, WI, USA). The sequences were aligned with the program MAFFT (www.ebi.ac
.uk/Tools/msa/mafft/), followed by manual adjustments with MEGA 6 (30) and BioEdit v7.0.5.2.

Visual DNA microarray slides. The DNA microarray slide protocol was previously described by Sakai
et al. (25) with modifications. Briefly, the oligonucleotide probes consisted of species/genus-specific
nucleotide sequences with biotin-labeled poly(T) anchors at the ends of each nucleotide (Sigma-Aldrich),
which were designed based on the ITS sequences (ITST and ITS2) of the typed strains (GenBank database,
American Type Culture Collection, CBS) and the Medical Mycology Research Center, Chiba University,
Japan. This microarray platform covered 13 genera and 32 species of pathogenic fungi (see Table S1 in
the supplemental material). The probe sequences were spotted onto polycarbonate slides (NGK Insula-
tors, Ltd., Aichi, Japan) with a KCS mini-microarray printer (Kubota Comps Corporation, Amagasaki,
Japan). All slides had positive controls for fungi, where universal signals for fungi were enclosed in dotted
lines framed at the right bottom of each slide. After the hybridization was completed, the results were
visible to the naked eye. This microarray assay could be completed in <6 h.

Clinical data. Demographic data were collected from the patients’ records that had blood cultures
collected for molecular analyses. The following was collected: underlying diseases, age, sex, outcome
(death or survival), and use of antifungal therapy.

Accession number(s). Sequences were deposited in GenBank under accession numbers MG599122
to MG599246 (see Table S2 in the supplemental material).

RESULTS
The inclusion of the blood culture bottles in our study occurred according to the
routine procedures of the clinical microbiology laboratory, reflecting the population of
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TABLE 1 Identification of 127 blood cultures bottles positive for fungi according to automated systems Vitek2 and BD Phoenix, DNA
sequencing, and DNA microarray

No. of isolates identified by: % agreement
Microbiological DNA DNA Microbiology and DNA microarray and Microbiology and
Fungi identification sequencing microarray DNA sequencing DNA sequencing DNA microarray
Candida albicans 26 26 26 100 100 100
Candida dubliniensis 3 3 3 100 100 100
Candida glabrata 1 1 11 100 100 100
Candida guilliermondii 1 1 1 100 100 100
Candida krusei 14 14 14 100 100 100
Candida lusitaniae 1 1 1 100 100 100
Candida parapsilosis 12 10 9 83.3 90 7549
Candida orthopsilosis® 0 2 0
Candida pelliculosa® 1 1 100
Candida tropicalis 29 29 27 100 93.1 93.1
Cryptococcus neoformans 24 24 23 100 95.8 95.8
Fusarium spp. 2 2 2 100 100 100
Histoplasma capsulatum 1 1 1 100 100 100
Saccharomyces cerevisiae® 2 2 100
Total no. of isolates 127 127 118 98.4¢ 96.7¢ 92.9¢

aPercentage calculated by dividing the number of C. parapsilosis isolates identified by DNA microarray (9 isolates) by the total number of C. parapsilosis isolates
identified by automated systems (12 isolates). Two C. orthopsilosis isolates were misidentified by the automated systems as C. parapsilosis. DNA microarray did not
identify C. orthopsilosis as C. parapsilosis.

bAbsence of specific probes for identification by DNA microarray. Percentage agreement was calculated only for fungal species with oligonucleotide sequences
contained in the platform.

“Percentage calculated by dividing the number of isolates that were identically identified by automated systems and DNA sequencing (125 isolates) by the total
number of isolates analyzed (127 isolates).

dPercentage calculated by dividing the number of isolates identified in the DNA platform (118 isolates) by the number of isolates in the DNA sequencing whose
oligonucleotide sequences were contained in the DNA platform (122 of the total of 127 isolates).

ePercentage calculated by dividing the total number of isolates identified by DNA microarray (118 isolates) by the total number of isolates identified by
microbiological identification (127 isolates).

our hospitalized patients during the study period. The 461 blood cultures were col-
lected from 242 patients, and more than one blood culture from an individual patient
was studied. One hundred twenty-seven blood culture bottles tested positive for fungi
(77 patients), 302 bottles tested positive for bacteria, and 32 bottles tested negative
after 7 days of incubation.

According to the automated systems, Vitek2 and BD Bactec FX, Candida spp.
represented 77.2% (98 isolates) of all fungal isolates, of which Candida albicans (26
isolates), Candida tropicalis (29 isolates), Candida parapsilosis complex (12 isolates),
Candida krusei (14 isolates), and Candida glabrata (11 isolates) were more frequently
isolated than other Candida species (Table 1). For Candida species, the automated
system identification was 100% concordant with the results of DNA sequencing for all
the examined fungi except for the C. parapsilosis complex (83.3%), of which two isolates
of Candida orthopsilosis were misidentified as C. parapsilosis; however, neither Vitek2
nor BD Phoenix has an identification database to differentiate the species of the C.
parapsilosis complex. The GenBank accession numbers of the nucleotide sequences of
fungal DNA are MG599122 to MG599246 in the Microarray_sequences_2017.sqn file.
The full list of accession numbers is displayed in Table S2.

The specific probes for the identification of the fungal species in the DNA microarray
slant failed to identify one C. parapsilosis, two C. tropicalis, and one Cryptococcus
neoformans. The microarray platform did not contain nucleotide sequences for C.
orthopsilosis, resulting in the absence of identification, but the platform did not
misidentify the two C. orthopsilosis isolates. For the same reason, the DNA microarray
system also could not identify one Candida pelliculosa and two Saccharomyces cerevi-
siae. Cryptococcus spp. were the second most frequent yeast recovered in blood
cultures, where 24 blood culture bottles yielded Cryptococcus, which was confirmed as
C. neoformans by DNA sequencing. Two Fusarium isolates recovered from blood
cultures were identified by DNA sequencing as the Fusarium solani species complex
(FSSC) and as F. solani by DNA microarray. Our array has oligonucleotide sequences
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TABLE 2 Description of the DNA microarray identification of fungi in blood culture bottles previously identified as positive for bacteria
by the automated system

Patient/age (yrs)/underlying Blood culture Date Time to DNA microarray result
condition/outcome bottle no. (mo/day/yr) detection Microorganism recovery in blood culture for fungi
RMPR/25/aplastic anemia plus 6262/12-1 08/30/2012 28 h 19 min Staphylococcus coagulase negative Candida tropicalis
BMT/death 6977/12-1 08/30/2012 39 h C. tropicalis C. tropicalis
6977/12-2 08/30/2012 26 h 24 min C. tropicalis C. tropicalis
PHD/13/septic shock/death 6938/13-1 07/22/2013 9 h 36 min  Staphylococcus aureus Negative
6943/13-1 07/22/2013 74 h 52 min S. aureus Negative
7025/13-1 07/25/2013 21 h 36 min P. aeruginosa Negative
7025/13-2 07/25/2013 21 h 36 min P. aeruginosa Negative
7129/13-2 07/29/2013 35 h Candida albicans C. albicans
7181/13-2 07/31/2013 39 h 31 min S. coagulase negative plus C. albicans C. albicans
MM/47/Burkitt lymphoma/death  8392/15-1 10/09/2015 10 h 43 min Enterococcus faecium Candida krusei
8392/15-2 10/09/2015 10 h 43 min E. faecium C. krusei
8392/15-3 10/09/2015 10 h 43 min E. faecium Negative
8262/15-1 10/14/2015 9 h 43 min  Pseudomonas aeruginosa plus Negative
Enterococcus faecalis
8262/15-2 10/14/2015 9 h 43 min  P. aeruginosa plus E. faecalis Negative
8262/15-3 10/14/2015 9 h 43 min  P. aeruginosa plus E. faecalis Negative

to identify FSSC and non-FSSC. The results of the identification of fungal isolates
obtained with the automated systems and microarray agreed in 98.4% of cases, and
the microarray results were concordant with DNA sequencing in 97.6% (Table 1). All
32 blood cultures that tested negative also tested negative by the microarray
platform.

Positive blood cultures for bacteria were tested for DNA microarray at two different
times: from 2014 to 2015, 93 bottles that tested positive for bacteria independent of the
incubation time, and from 2015 to 2016, 209 bottles that tested positive for bacteria in
less than 12 h. Among the 93 bottles, three blood cultures were collected on the same
day from the same patient (patient RMPR) (Table 2). The automated system identified
the fungal DNA of C. tropicalis in two blood culture bottles after 26 h 24 min and 39 h
of incubation, and the third blood cultured was positive only for coagulase-negative
Staphylococci after 28 h 19 min of incubation; however, DNA microarray identified
fungal DNA in the three blood culture bottles. A second patient (patient PHD) (Table 2),
who died of septic shock, had several blood cultures that tested positive for bacteria,
including one that was positive for coagulase-negative Staphylococci and C. albicans,
where C. albicans was also identified by DNA microarray. On the basis of these results,
209 bottles that were positive for bacteria in =12 h were examined. Among the 209
bacteria-positive blood cultures, DNA from C. krusei was identified in two blood cultures
positive for Enterococcus faecium from a patient with Burkitt lymphoma (patient MM)
(Table 2) after 10 h 43 min of incubation. These findings suggest that this platform can
identify fungal DNA in mixed cultures of bacteria and fungi and in bottles where only
bacteria were previously identified by the automated system (Table 2).

The main clinical epidemiological data of the 242 patients who had blood cultures
analyzed in this study were as follows: the mean age was 48.5 years, 54% were male,
and 134 (54.3%) patients died. Oncohematologic (74 patients [18.6%]) and nonhema-
tologic (39 patients [9.8%]) cancers were the most frequent underlying diseases,
followed by cardiovascular (54 patients [13.6%]) and liver (38 patients [9.6%)]) diseases.
As our hospital is a tertiary referral hospital, the predominance of patients with
malignancies reflected the population that was assisted in our hospital. Antifungal
therapy was prescribed for 67 of the 77 patients with positive blood cultures for fungi.
In this group of patients, the mortality rate was 55.7%. Among the 12 patients with
fungal infections who did not receive antifungal therapy, nine (75%) died before the
initiation of antifungal therapy.
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DISCUSSION

An accurate identification of the etiologic agent is the central key for adequate
antifungal treatment. Some studies have shown a direct relationship between early
appropriate antifungal treatment and improved outcomes (31, 32). The appropriate
prescription of an antifungal drug differs among fungal species; therefore, the delay in
the detection of the infectious agent and its identification could lead to an increase in
mortality rates (33, 34). Although the results from culture are the microbiologic criteria
for diagnosing a fungal infection, the growth of a fungal agent may take days
(Aspergillus spp.) or weeks (Histoplasma capsulatum), causing a delay in the initiation of
antifungal therapy.

In the present study, a new molecular approach was evaluated for directly improv-
ing fungal diagnosis from the blood culture bottle. A DNA microarray platform was
designed to cover 32 fungal pathogens in which the results were visible to the naked
eye (Fig. 1). Conversely, microarray automated systems use fluorescence, nylon mem-
branes, or DNA chips, which raise the cost of the tests. The use of our DNA microarray
platform showed that the time required for performing the experiment and identifying
the fungal agent from the blood culture bottle could be =6 h. The DNA microarray
platform was demonstrated to be a potential tool to detect specific fungi and to
identify fungal DNA in blood culture bottles that were also positive for bacteria.
Considering the fungal species for which our platform contained oligonucleotides, our
results showed a 96.7% concordance of the DNA microarray with DNA sequencing,
whereas the DNA microarray missed the identification of four isolates (one C. parapsi-
losis, one C. neoformans, and two C. tropicalis). Previous studies on the identification of
fungal isolates from blood culture bottles and DNA arrays designed on the basis of the
ITS regions have shown similar results. Yoo et al. (35) tested a DNA platform for
detecting fungi and bacteria in the same array using blood cultures from patients with
sepsis and observed false-positive results with Candida spp. as well as one false
negative in 17 blood culture bottles that were positive for fungi, resulting in 93%
sensitivity for fungal detection in bloodstream infections. An Italian multicenter study
evaluated a commercial microarray system for the identification of yeasts and described
95.5% agreement with traditional methods (36).

DNA microarray platforms are shown to be highly sensitive and specific in studies
that include fungal identification from fungi grown in culture media (24, 26, 27), from
positive blood cultures (35-37), and from different clinical specimens, such as bronchial
alveolar lavage fluid samples and blood samples (38, 39). Limitations that could impair
the microarray sensitivity would be the presence of a low number of fungal cells in the
clinical sample and inefficient DNA extraction. As with other molecular techniques (PCR,
real-time PCR, loop-mediated isothermal amplification [LAMP], and sequencing), suc-
cess in the detection of DNA depends on the number of detectable genome copies in
the infected organisms per ml in clinical samples. Even though some studies have
investigated different protocols and kits for extracting DNA from clinical samples to
increase the efficiency of detection in samples with a low infection load, there is still a
limit of detection that needs to be exceeded (23, 40).

Additionally, the DNA microarray demonstrated its capability for detecting fungal
pathogens in bacteria-positive blood cultures. In our study, two blood cultures from the
same patient (MM) (Table 2) were positive for E. faecium by automated methods, and
when tested with the microarray platform, DNA from C. krusei was identified, suggest-
ing that blood cultures could miss the identification of fungal pathogens in cases of
mixed systemic infections. Faster-growing organisms can readily compete with the
slower-growing ones in culture bottles and interfere with fungal growth; thus, we
examined blood culture bottles that tested positive for bacteria in less than 12 h.
Therefore, DNA microarray techniques are proposed to complement and increase the
sensitivity of blood culture to promote the chance for an appropriate and early
antifungal treatment.

One of the limitations of the technique was the absence of specific probes for C.

May 2018 Volume 56 Issue 5 e01908-17

Journal of Clinical Microbiology

jcm.asm.org 6


http://jcm.asm.org

Microarray Platform for Identification of Fungi

Histoplasma

Cryptococcus spp. Candida guilliermondii Candida lusitaniae
capsulatum
- - £ " . a "

.
.

L
.I

.
*

.

)
L]

.

e dw

- - * - - -
. -
- * - - - = -
. . : Q . : e
- - . »
Candida krusei Candida glabrata Candida parapsilosis Candida tropicalis
—
2 - 2 ® = 2 . - - - - -
. s = - . 2 - -’ - -
s > » = -
ni| = 2 . - — - -
= ‘e - = - - - -
N - - > - - -
- - s - -
- - — . - .
- - L
H . - - M b < ' -
H H - H . . H - . : H -
= - - - ; £ - 2 - - . -
= - = . -
- s - - - .

. 3 a . . O
Candida dublliniensis Candida albicans Fusarium solani Negative control
- - - ' - T L - - —C - »
= - = - - a - - & - -

. - = - - & ~ = -
- ° a .. > . e .
- - - -
wiit . . . .
- - - -
- - - - - - - L4
- - -~ -
- . - - - - - -
- - - - -
- - : - - » * -
- . - - - - - - - - a
- v = - = -
- - - | . : - - - - -
. = - .
- - - -
. .

FIG 1 lllustrative pictures of the results of the hybridization patterns of DNA microarray slants of different fungal
species. Species-specific signals are enclosed in square frames, and universal signals for fungi are enclosed in round
frames. The pictures show representative results of Histoplasma capsulatum, Cryptococcus spp., Candida guiller-
mondii, Candida lusitaniae, Candida krusei, Candida glabrata, Candida parapsilosis, Candida tropicalis, Candida
dubliniensis, Candida albicans, Fusarium solani, and the negative control.

orthopsilosis, C. pelliculosa, and Saccharomyces cerevisiae; however, the array supports
the inclusion of other species with the design of new probes, including emerging fungi
such as Candida auris. Moreover, this platform might be used as a screen for several
Candida species, as approximately 90% of infections in hospitals are caused by Candida
spp. (34).

Our study was not designed to include the clinical data of the patients for whom
blood cultures were analyzed; however, by comparing the patients’ clinical and epide-
miologic findings, we observed a high mortality in patients with fungemia (55.7%).
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Previous studies performed in our hospital have also shown high mortality rates in
patients with candidemia, ranging from 66% for non-intensive care unit (ICU) to 79% for
ICU patients with candidemia (41). The high prevalence of patients with hematologic
and nonhematologic cancers may reflect the referral population of our hospital, as
described in previous studies (41, 42).
In conclusion, our DNA microarray platform demonstrated a high level of agreement
with the results of the automated systems and DNA sequencing for the identification
of Candida species and other fungi, which were detected directly from the blood
culture bottles. This method provided reliable and fast fungal identification and could
be a useful molecular tool in the identification of a wide range of pathogenic fungi. The
construction of new platforms containing nucleotide sequences to cover emerging
fungi, coupled with the simplicity of reading the results directly from plastic slides by
the naked eye, make this DNA platform a suitable new approach for fungal molecular
diagnosis.
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