CORRESPONDENCE .

CANCERODERMS. '
To the Editors of the " (Glasgow Medical Journal

Sirs,?Dr. Brand, in a recent and suggestive address on the
" Etiology ©f Cancer," reported in the British Medical Journal
for 26th July, alluded to the Lygegence and significance of
surface growths and pigmentations 17 cancer, and gyggested
the possibility of such being in the nature of a " canceroderni
in the same yay as one gpeaks °f = * gyphiloderm."

Bearing on this question, I have just had under my care a
lady, aged 70, who suffered from a chronic sinus in the loin.

The sinus led, by = circuitous course, to a carious spot on the
inner surface of the last rib.

According to her gtatement, an abscess formed in the loin,
after an attack of pleurisy, four years ago. The abscess was
opened, and left a sinus which never quite healed.






Correspondence. 265

The carious area 0f the rib was removed by me about a

month ago, and the sinus dissected out. The operation wound
has healed. The interesting feature of the cage, however, is
the presence of numerous bright red and bluish-red spots,

studded principally over the gbdomen, but also on the chest
and back. The ° SpOtS are angiomatous in Characterl number

in all about Sixty’ do not disappear on pressure, and in size

vary from " a pintg head to a lentil."'  (See illustration.)

They have all developed within the last twelve years, and
she states pOSitiVEly that no trace of them was noticed before
that date. They give rise to no inconvenience.

As far as I knowl she is free from cancer. It is open to

anyone, of course, toO say that she may be affected by some

latent form of cancer, but she has at present »° gymptom °©*

sign suggesting any Such change.

She bears, however, distinct evidence of her years. Her
hair is grey, almost white; there is marked arcus genilis, and
the vessel walls are hard and resistant.

Her Ol’lly brother and sister are alive and yell, aged 67 and
73 respectively; her mother died of "cancer of the breast" at
the age of 45.

Are these spots to be taken simply as an ev1de"nce of senility,
or are they to be regarded as a canceroderm ?

T have seen similar gpotg in elderly people before, apart
from cancer, and I have also seen them in cases of cancer.

Since the publication of Dr. Brand's paper I have carefully
examined over 100 cases, irrespective of age and Condition;
and though in several of these there were to be found isolated

and Solitary surface excrescences and pigmentations, in Only
two, exclusive of the present case, could it be said that these

were Sufficiently pronounced and definite to attract attention.
One of these was a man 0f 50, an advanced case of carci-
noma Of the rectum; the abdomen was dotted here and there

with bright punctate angiomata, small in size, and ]jkely to
be overlooked if not searched for specially.

In the other patient the surface growths were warty in
characterl and scattered all over the bOdy. They had developed

within the 1last ten years, and were possibly due to her want
of cleanliness. .She was over 70 years, and bore no trace
of cancer.

One of the cases examined was a mpan, aged 47, who was

suffering from epithelioma ©f the larynx. No surface growth
or pigmentation of any kind was observed.

If such surface growths and pigmentations occur 1in elderly
people, apart from cancer, and this seems to be the case
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(Leser, De Morgan, Marmaduke Sheild, Hollander, and others),,

their presence <an be of little value from a diagnostic point

of view . in younger persons, °% the other hand, their occur-
! 1

rence might, as Dr. Brand Suggestsl indicate a Special vulnera-
bility or presenility of tissue?a state of tissue which 1is
Supposed to court the Onslaught of malignant disease. Can
they then, under these circumstances, be in the true sense a
" cancerodeim? "?I gm, &c.,

Grant Andrew.

Glasgow, September, 1002.



