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has long held a position of prominence as 

calomel poisoning and acrodynia with one of 
the first reports by Carithers1, through the 

mercury in our seafood there has been a long 

There has been a great deal of literature and 
some research that has emerged. 

amalgams thought to contribute in the range 

lead to any known neurological injury. Seafood 

2

 

600,000 U.S. children are born each year with 

4

fish diets could account for upwards of 200 to 
500 micrograms of mercury per kilogram of 

5 In contrast, 

mercury as thimerosal in the order of 12.5 to 25 
micrograms per dose.6

In the 1950s, the Chisso Corporation in 
Japan had enjoyed a worldwide monopoly on 
manufacture of plastics, specifically dioctal 
phthalate, and this was a source of prosperity 

cost?  The effluent from the manufacturing 
process released highly toxic methyl mercury 

that the source of poisoning was contaminated 
fish and shellfish in the bay.  The concentration 
of methyl mercury found in a marine indicator 
species of mussels near the effluent waste 
water ranged from 26 to 121 ng/g.   A total 

neurological disease were reported by 1999, 
8  This Minamata 

Disease syndrome consists of sensory 
disturbance in distal extremities, ataxia, 

impairment of gait and speech, tremors, 

Despite the tremendous neurological 
burden of this disease caused by methyl 
mercury, there has been no direct link between 
thimerosal, which contains ethyl mercury, and 
autism spectrum disorder.  

markedly since the 1940s since the number of 

9

period of the FDA Modernization Act, on July 

statement which said:

serious risk of diseases and deaths caused by 

there is the unknown and probably much 
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effects posed by exposure to thimerosal. The 

outweigh the unknown and probably much 

months of life.

10

While thimerosal has not been present in 

11
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