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ABSTRACT Growth factor independence 1B (GFI1B) coordinates assembly of tran-
scriptional repressor complexes comprised of corepressors and histone-modifying
enzymes to control gene expression programs governing lineage allocation in hema-
topoiesis. Enforced expression of GFI1B in K562 erythroleukemia cells favors ery-
throid over megakaryocytic differentiation, providing a platform to define molecular
determinants of binary fate decisions triggered by GFI1B. We deployed proteome-
wide proximity labeling to identify factors whose inclusion in GFI1B complexes de-
pends upon GFI1B’s obligate effector, lysine-specific demethylase 1 (LSD1). We show
that GFI1B preferentially recruits core and putative elements of the BRAF-histone
deacetylase (HDAC) (BHC) chromatin-remodeling complex (LSD1, RCOR1, HMG20A,
HMG20B, HDAC1, HDAC2, PHF21A, GSE1, ZMYM2, and ZNF217) in an LSD1-dependent
manner to control acquisition of erythroid traits by K562 cells. Among these elements,
depletion of both HMG20A and HMG20B or of GSE1 blocks GFI1B-mediated erythroid
differentiation, phenocopying impaired differentiation brought on by LSD1 depletion or
disruption of GFI1B-LSD1 binding. These findings demonstrate the central role of the
GFI1B-LSD1 interaction as a determinant of BHC complex recruitment to enable cell fate
decisions driven by GFI1B.
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Transcriptional regulation is critical for cell growth, homeostasis, and fate determi-
nation in multicellular organisms. In hematopoiesis, cell surface receptors, signaling

networks, transcription factors, and their effectors cooperate to influence chromatin
state and gene expression, directing hematopoietic progenitors toward specific fates
and, once these are achieved, ensuring proper function for each cell type. Failure to
properly control chromatin structural dynamics governing stage-specific gene expres-
sion programs can cause qualitative and quantitative hematopoietic disorders, includ-
ing malignancies. Failures can arise from altered expression of transcription factors or
from malfunction or misdirection of their partners (1–3). Thus, knowing the composi-
tion of protein complexes that regulate gene expression by cell fate-specifying tran-
scription factors is essential to understanding normal and malignant hematopoiesis and
may have therapeutic relevance (4).

Growth factor independence (GFI) family transcriptional repressors GFI1 and GFI1B
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are master regulators of developmental hematopoiesis (5, 6). GFI1 controls hemato-
poietic stem cell self-renewal, B- and T-lymphopoiesis, and the granulocyte-versus-
monocyte fate decision during late stages of myeloid differentiation (7–9). Notably,
Gfi1-null mice are viable but are characterized by severe neutropenia with compensa-
tory monocytosis and sensorineural hearing loss (10–12). Altered GFI1 expression is
found in multiple hematologic malignancies, most notably acute myeloid leukemia
(AML) and T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia (T-ALL) (13–17). Moreover, loss-of-
function mutations in GFI1 cause severe congenital neutropenia (SCN) type 2 and
nonimmune chronic idiopathic neutropenia (CIN) of adults, both of which predispose
to AML (18, 19). GFI1B is required for definitive erythropoiesis and megakaryopoiesis
and, like GFI1, also helps to maintain hematopoietic stem cell quiescence (20–23). In
mice, Gfi1b nullizygosity is lethal at embryonic day 15 (E15) due to erythropoietic failure
(24). Mutations in GFI1B are associated with both qualitative and quantitative disorders
of platelets, and elevated GFI1B expression is found in AML (25–28). However, the role
of GFI1B in AML is uncertain. Despite GFI1B often being increased in AML patients
(29–32), a recent study suggests that low GFI1B expression correlates with poor patient
outcome and that in mice, Gfi1b depletion accelerates progression to AML from
myelodysplasia driven by a NUP98-HOXD13 fusion protein (33). Collectively, these
observations suggest widespread contributions by GFI family proteins to lineage
allocation during normal hematopoiesis and both oncogenic and oncosuppressor roles
in hematologic malignancies. A clear understanding of GFI1/1B contributions to hema-
topoiesis and malignancy requires a comprehensive accounting of their protein part-
ners and their dependency relationships during cell fate decision making.

GFI family proteins feature a shared structural organization (5, 34). Both GFI1 and
GFI1B are comprised of a Snail/Slug/Gfi1 (SNAG) domain and a highly conserved
concatemer of six C2H2-type zinc fingers (ZnFs) at their N and C termini, respectively.
Linker regions with limited conservation separate the SNAG and ZnF domains.
Sequence-specific DNA binding by both GFI1 and GFI1B is coordinated by ZnFs 3, 4,
and 5 (32, 35–37), while ZnFs 1, 2, and 6 enable protein-protein interactions with an
incompletely defined subset of transcriptional partners (38–41). Linker regions provide
a platform for protein binding and posttranslational modifications that regulate innate
functions of GFI proteins (40, 42). GFI1 and GFI1B SNAG domains differ only by a
conservative S¡T substitution at amino acid 14; they are otherwise identical. Moreover,
the SNAG domain is near invariant among orthologs from human to zebrafish, under-
scoring the critical role of the SNAG domain and its binding partners. Prominent among
these is lysine-specific demethylase 1 (LSD1) (KDM1A, AOF2, BHC110, NPAO, and
KIAA0601), which is required for transcriptional repression by GFI proteins (10, 43). The
SNAG domain is necessary and sufficient for LSD1 binding by GFI1 and GFI1B (44).
SNAG domain deletion, alanine substitution at proline 2 (P2A), or leucine substitution
at lysine 8 (K8L) of the SNAG domain abolishes LSD1 binding to GFI family proteins and
profoundly impairs their activity in multiple functional assays (43, 45–47).

LSD1 is a flavin-dependent monoamine oxidase that demethylates mono- and
dimethylated histone 3 lysines 4 and 9 (H3K4me1/2 and H3K9me1/2) to impact
chromatin structure and gene expression (48, 49). LSD1 also demethylates nonhistone
targets, including p53, STAT3, estrogen receptor � (ER�), MYPT1, hypoxia-inducible
factor 1� (HIF1�), DNMT1, E2F, and SOX2, suggesting a broad influence over cellular
homeostasis (50–57). LSD1 operates within multiple assemblies that regulate transcrip-
tion, including nucleosome remodeling and deacetylase (NuRD), C-terminal binding
protein (CtBP), mixed-lineage leukemia (MLL) coactivator, and BRAF-histone deacety-
lase (BHC)/CoREST complexes (58–62). Its inclusion in distinct multiprotein assemblies
suggests both enzymatic and structural contributions to transcriptional control, yet
affiliations between LSD1-containing complexes and the DNA binding proteins that
recruit them are poorly understood.

We leveraged GFI1B-driven erythroid differentiation in K562 cells, GFI1B fusion
proteins with a promiscuous biotin ligase (BirA*) (63, 64), and unbiased mass spectral
quantitation to define proximity relationships between GFI1B and partners that depend
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upon GFI1B-LSD1 binding. We show that GFI1B-LSD1 binding is necessary but not
sufficient for erythroid differentiation in K562 cells and that the BHC complex is
recruited by GFI1B through LSD1 to coordinate GFI1B-mediated erythroid differentia-
tion. Our findings highlight the need to consider protein assemblies as modules
comprised of factors acting together to accomplish tasks associated with cell fate
acquisition.

RESULTS
LSD1 depletion impairs GFI1B-mediated erythroid differentiation. The human

erythroleukemia cell line K562 displays erythroid differentiation with enforced GFI1B
expression (65), as reflected by hemoglobinization and benzidine-positive staining (Fig.
1A). Likewise, K562 cells adopt megakaryocytic features, including CD61 expression,
with tetradecanoyl-1-phorbol-13-acetate (TPA) treatment (Fig. 1B). These dual fates are
mutually exclusive. While not completely faithful to normal hematopoietic develop-
ment, K562 cell differentiation offers a platform to discern GFI1B dependency relation-
ships that are relevant to lineage allocation. Notably, deletion of the GFI1B SNAG
domain or placement of an epitope tag at the GFI1B N terminus abolishes GFI1B-driven
erythroid differentiation, suggesting primacy of the SNAG domain for this phenotype
(65–67). Because the SNAG domain is necessary and sufficient for LSD1 binding, we
surmised that disrupting or blocking access to the SNAG domain would impair LSD1
recruitment and, by extension, that LSD1 function would be required for GFI1B-driven
erythroid differentiation. To confirm this, we depleted K562 cells of LSD1 and tested the
ability of GFI1B to induce erythroid differentiation and of TPA to trigger cell surface
expression of CD61. Immunoblots show depletion of LSD1 by two distinct small hairpin
RNA (shRNA) constructs relative to a scramble control sequence and equivalent ex-
pression of GFI1B (Fig. 1C). LSD1 depletion almost completely eliminates the formation
of benzidine-positive cells in response to enforced expression of GFI1B compared to
controls, yet it had limited impact on CD61 expression at the cell surface following TPA
treatment (Fig. 1D and E). LSD1 depletion also blocked expression of RNAs for alpha
(HBA1/2)- and beta (HBB)-globins and alpha-hemoglobin-stabilizing protein (AHSP), as
well as the RNAs for 5-aminolevulinic acid synthase 2 (ALAS2) and ferrochelatase (FECH),
which are rate-limiting enzymes required for heme biosynthesis. Expression of the RNA
for the erythroid fate marker glycophorin A (GYPA) was also significantly impaired (Fig.
1F and G). To confirm contributions to GFI1B-mediated transcriptional repression, we
examined mRNA levels for GFI1B direct targets CDKN1A, GFI1B, and MYB in the context
of LSD1 depletion. Repression of each gene was reversed by LSD1 depletion (Fig. 1H).
Together these data show that LSD1 enables transcriptional repression by GFI1B to
trigger an erythroid fate-specifying program in K562 cells and that LSD1 is dispensable
for TPA-driven megakaryocytic differentiation.

GFI1B-LSD1 binding is required for GFI1B-mediated erythroid differentiation.
LSD1 cooperates with an extensive roster of DNA binding proteins to influence gene
expression (68) and therefore could influence this binary fate decision through part-
nerships with factors other than GFI1B. To test whether an interaction between GFI1B
and LSD1 is needed for GFI1B-mediated erythroid differentiation, we compared K562
cells with enforced expression of wild-type GFI1B (GFI1B-WT) or its P2A derivative
(GFI1B-P2A). The P2A substitution abolishes GFI1B-LSD1 binding, as well as transcrip-
tional repression by fusion proteins between Gal4 and either GFI1B or the SNAG
domain in isolation (Fig. 2A and B). While GFI1B-WT triggers an erythroid differentiation
program in K562 cells, as reflected by hemoglobinization and erythroid-specific gene
expression, GFI1B-P2A fails to do so (Fig. 2C to F). GFI1B-WT expression also blocks
TPA-induced megakaryocytic differentiation in K562 cells, yet GFI1B-P2A displays no
such antagonism (Fig. 2G). Additionally, failure by GFI1B-P2A either to trigger erythroid
differentiation or to block CD61 expression in response to TPA correlates with impaired
transcriptional repression of direct GFI1B targets (Fig. 2H). These findings indicate that
LSD1 recruitment by GFI1B is necessary to direct the erythroid fate-specifying program
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in K562 cells and to block acquisition of the alternative megakaryocytic fate induced
by TPA.

GFI1B partners identified by proximity-dependent biotinylation. GFI1B-LSD1
binding is required for GFI1B-mediated transcriptional control and fate-specifying
functions in hematopoiesis (43, 45). However, LSD1 is a constituent of multiple tran-
scriptional regulatory complexes. Which among these governs GFI1B function to direct
erythroid differentiation is unknown. To more comprehensively catalog GFI1B partners,
we engineered a chimeric protein, GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA, comprised of the complete
GFI1B primary structure fused in frame with a promiscuous variant of the biotin ligase
BirA (BirA*) from Aquifex aeolicus (63, 64, 69) and a C-terminal hemagglutinin (HA)
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FIG 1 LSD1 depletion impedes GFI1B-mediated erythroid differentiation. (A) GFI1B overexpression promotes K562
cell hemoglobinization. Cells were infected with empty vector (EV) or virus expressing GFI1B. GFI1B-expressing cells
become red and are benzidine positive. Benzidine-positive cells are quantified as mean � standard deviation (SD)
from four biological replicates. (B) TPA triggers cell surface expression of CD61 in K562 cells. CD61 expression was
quantified in vehicle- versus TPA-treated viable cells by flow cytometry. (C) LSD1 depletion and GFI1B overex-
pression in K562 cells. Small hairpin RNAs targeting LSD1 (LSD1 shRNA) or content-matched scramble control
(Scram shRNA) were inducibly transcribed in K562 cells, followed by infection at day �3 with GFI1B:3�-Flag-
expressing virus or EV. LSD1 and GFI1B were quantified by Western blotting of whole-cell lysates (WCLs). Tubulin
served as a loading control. (D) LSD1 depletion blocks GFI1B-mediated K562 cell hemoglobinization. (E) LSD1
depletion enables TPA-induced CD61 expression in the context of GFI1B overexpression. (F and G) LSD1 depletion
impairs expression of erythroid fate genes in response to GFI1B overexpression. Expression of the alpha- and
beta-globin (HBA1/2 and HBB), alpha-globin-stabilizing protein (AHSP), aminolevulinic acid synthase 2 (ALAS2),
ferrochelatase (FECH), and glycophorin A (GYPA) genes is shown. (H) LSD1 depletion restores expression of
GFI1B-repressed target genes. Expression of the CDKN1A, GFI1B, and MYB genes is shown. Gene expression was
quantified by RT-qPCR normalized to GUS. Results are expressed as mean � 2 SD from two independent
experiments performed in triplicate. *, P � 0.05; **, P � 0.005; ****, P � 0.00005.
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epitope tag under the control of a doxycycline (Doxy)-inducible promoter. Proteins
with a proximity relationship to BirA*:HA or GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA are biotinylated spon-
taneously and can be further characterized (Fig. 3A). GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA or BirA*:HA was
inducibly expressed in K562 cells, and proteome-wide biotinylation was compared to
that of K562 cells transduced with vector only. GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA and BirA*:HA were
equivalently expressed and produced a broad array of biotinylated protein substrates
as reflected by horseradish peroxidase (HRP)-conjugated streptavidin (SAv)-mediated
detection in whole-cell extracts (Fig. 3B). Both qualitative and quantitative differences
in the pattern of biotinylated proteins are apparent, suggesting preferential labeling of
targets by BirA*:HA when anchored to GFI1B. In the vector control, the 72-kDa band
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FIG 2 LSD1 binding is required for GFI1B-regulated cell fate decisions in K562 cells. (A) P2A substitution in GFI1B
impairs GFI1B-LSD1 binding. K562 cells were transduced with constructs expressing wild-type GFI1B:3�-Flag, its
P2A variant, or empty vector (EV) as shown. GFI1B forms were immunopurified with anti-Flag (M2) antibody and
protein G-Sepharose. LSD1 was quantified in immune complexes (ICs) by Western blotting. Equal expression (LSD1
and GFI1B) and precipitation (GFI1B) were evaluated by Western blotting of whole-cell lysates (WCLs) and ICs,
respectively. Tubulin was used to confirm equal gel loading. (B) P2A substitution abolishes transcriptional
repression by GFI1B. 293-T-Rex-5�Gal-luciferase cells were transfected with WT or P2A variants of GFI1B-Δ1C:Gal4
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performed in triplicate. (C) P2A substitution impairs GFI1B-mediated hemoglobinization. Benzidine staining was
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(G) P2A substitution abolishes GFI1B-mediated suppression of TPA-induced CD61 expression. Cell surface expres-
sion of CD61 in TPA-treated cells expressing GFI1B-WT or its P2A variant was determined by flow cytometry. (H) P2A
substitution reverses repression of GFI1B target genes GFI1B, CDKN1A, and MYB. Results expressed as mean � 2 SD.
*, P � 0.05; **, P � 0.005; ***, P � 0.0005; ****, P � 0.00005.
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likely represents propionyl coenzyme A (propionyl-CoA) carboxylase, which is naturally
biotinylated and expressed in K562 cells (70). To further validate the proximity labeling
technique, we confirmed enrichment for established GFI1B-associated proteins, LSD1
and RCOR1, among biotinylated proteins from cells expressing GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA
relative to those expressing nontargeted BirA*:HA. LSD1 binds directly to the GFI1/1B
SNAG domain, while RCOR1 engages GFI1B through LSD1 (43). LSD1 and RCOR1 were
identified readily among biotinylated proteins from GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA-expressing cells
collected on SAv-Sepharose beads but only minimally so from cells expressing BirA*:HA
or empty vector (EV) (Fig. 3C). Serving as an internal control for equal target biotiny-
lation potential, GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA and BirA*:HA were comparably modified with
biotin, purified on SAv-Sepharose, and detected by anti-HA Western blotting (Fig. 3C).
These findings indicate preferential biotinylation of factors known to have a proximity
relationship with GFI1B. Moreover, they confirm detection of primary (intrinsic), sec-
ondary (direct binding), and tertiary (indirect binding) labeling events and validate this
platform for identifying GFI1B partners proteome-wide.

A “proximitome” of GFI1B partners defined by a quantitative mass spectral
screen. We coined the term “proximitome” to represent the subset of all cellular
proteins having a proximity relationship to a factor of interest determined from
unbiased, proteome-wide proximity labeling and quantitative mass spectral identifica-
tion of biotinylated proteins purified on SAv-Sepharose beads. Included proximity
partners reflect the spectrum of proteins found to be enriched 2-fold or more with
expression of a factor:BirA*:HA fusion protein relative to BirA*:HA alone and with a P
value from triplicate analysis of 0.05 or less. To comprehensively catalog GFI1B prox-
imity partners, biotinylated proteins were purified from whole-cell extracts of K562 cells
inducibly expressing BirA*:HA or GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA for 48 h. This allowed cells time to
reconfigure their complement of proteins following induced expression of GFI1B-WT-
BirA*:HA or BirA*:HA alone. Purified proteins were analyzed by liquid chroma-
tography-tandem mass spectrometry (LC-MS/MS) to unequivocally establish their

�-tubulin

�-HA

SAv:
HRP

BirA*:HA

GFI1B-WT-
BirA*:HA

+– –
+ – –

GFI1B-
BirA*

BirA*

Biotinylated
Proteins

25

55
(kDa)

55
25

55

70

WCL

100

�-LSD1

�-HA

�-RCOR1

25

55

100

70

B

(kDa)

C

Tubulin

GFI1B-
BirA*

BirA*

RCOR1

LSD1

GFI1B-
BirA*

BirA*

RCOR1

LSD1

SAv P

Input

25

55

100

70

�-LSD1

�-HA

�-RCOR1

A

= Biotin

GFI1B

BirA*

~30 nm
biotinylation
radius

Biotin poximity labeling:
BioID

Biotinylated
denatured
proteins

Analysis:
e.g., SAv-bead ppt, SAv-HRP blot, 
canditate western blot, LC-MS-MS

Doxycycline + + +

BirA*:HA +– –
+ – –

Doxycycline + + +

GFI1B-WT-
BirA*:HA

FIG 3 Proximity labeling of GFI1B binding proteins with GFIB-BirA*. (A) Schematic representation of the strategy for biotin
modification of GFI1B partners. GFI1B-WT is fused to the promiscuous biotin ligase with an HA epitope tag (BirA*:HA) to form
GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA. GFI1B partners are spontaneously biotinylated due to their proximity to BirA*:HA anchored to GFI1B in cis.
Biotinylated products are captured on streptavidin (SAv)-conjugated beads for downstream analysis via candidate-based or
screening approaches. (B) BirA*:HA and GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA fusion biotinylate diverse targets in K562 cells. Cells were transduced
with constructs inducibly expressing GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA, BirA*:HA, or EV, treated with doxycycline, and harvested. GFI1B-WT-
BirA*:HA and BirA*:HA expression was confirmed by anti-HA Western blotting and biotinylated proteins detected by SAv:HRP.
Tubulin served as a loading control. (C) GFI1B-interacting proteins LSD1 and RCOR1 are enriched among proteins biotinylated by
GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA compared to BirA*:HA or EV. Biotin-modified proteins were collected on SAv-Sepharose. LSD1, RCOR1, and the
BirA*:HA fusion proteins themselves were quantified among purified proteins (SAv P) by Western blotting. Equal expression was
confirmed by Western blotting in whole-cell lysates (input).
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identities and extrapolate their abundances from sum read intensities (see Data Set
S1 in the supplemental material). Proteins identified in GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA- or
BirA*:HA-expressing K562 cells are compared in a Venn diagram in Fig. 4A. The
diagram reveals strong concordance between proteins identified in each data set,
suggesting comparable access to potential partners. The overlap sector represents 82%
of labeled proteins in GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA-expressing cells. A subset of 501 proteins was
found exclusively in the GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA-expressing cells, while 941 proteins were
detected uniquely in cells expressing BirA*:HA alone. To establish candidate GFI1B
proximity partners, we calculated fold enrichment (x axis) for each protein and plotted
these ratios relative to P values (y axis) in a volcano plot with logarithmic axes. We
identified 241 statistically significant outliers (hits), which are labeled on the plot and
inset (Fig. 4B; see Table S1 in the supplemental material). As expected, with GFI1B
covalently linked to BirA*:HA it displays the greatest fold enrichment (141-fold) and
most significant P value (5.05 � 10�29) in the GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA proximitome. More-
over, several known GFI1B binding proteins, including LSD1, RCOR1, HDAC1, PIAS2, and
CBFA2T3, were also readily detected, supporting the validity of the approach to
defining GFI1B proximity partners.

Notably, no phenotypic changes were seen in cells at 48 h when proximitomes were
determined, but those expressing GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA went on to acquire erythroid
features at 7 days postinduction, while those expressing BirA*:HA only did not (data not
shown). To address the possibility that proteins were misidentified as hits due to
increased expression of their corresponding genes, we performed RNA sequencing
(RNA-seq) in K562 cells expressing GFI1B-WT or vector alone. Among the 241 proteins
identified as hits in the GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA proximitome, only 31 showed increased
mRNA levels and none rose to 1.5-fold (the maximum fold change observed was 1.175
for L3MBTL3). Other hits showed either no change or modestly decreased mRNA
expression (Fig. 4C). While it is conceivable that increased protein levels arising from
reduced turnover could lead to spurious identification of a hit due to more frequent but
stochastic biotinylation, these RNA-seq data strongly suggest that hits reflect true
proximity partnerships with GFI1B.

GFI1B proximity partners are members of complexes that control gene expres-
sion. GFI1B is best known as a transcriptional repressor, and its contributions to
multiple functional assays can be traced to this role (20, 71–76). Indeed, the top 25
functional groupings in gene ontology (GO) analysis of the 241 GFI1B-WT proximity
partners were related to gene expression and chromatin structure. The top 10 are listed
in Fig. 4D. Therefore, we focused first on partnerships between GFI1B and determinants
of chromatin structure and transcriptional control. In the GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA proximi-
tome, we identified elements of multiple complexes highly relevant to regulated gene
expression (Fig. 5). Prominent among those proteins present and enriched in the
GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA proximitome are members of the BHC, CtBP, and SWI/SNF com-
plexes, from which we discovered 10/10 (core plus putative), 7/8, and 14/16 complex
members, respectively. Similarly, we observed each component of the NuRD complex
in the GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA proximitome, yet only a subset of these were found to be
enriched relative to the BirA*:HA control. Components from several other complexes
(NuRF, CHRAC, canonical and noncanonical PRC1, PRC2, SIN3A, and NCoR) were found,
and for each, some elements were enriched, suggesting that they also contribute to
GFI1B-mediated transcriptional control and lineage allocation.

Identification of LSD1-dependent GFI1B binding partners. LSD1 binding is
necessary for GFI1B function (10, 43). However, discovering elements from functionally
distinct transcriptional regulatory complexes within the GFI1B proximitome suggests an
important interplay between these elements and LSD1. Moreover, at least three of
these complexes (BHC, NuRD, and CtBP) contain LSD1 as a core component (58, 60, 77).
Given the importance of LSD1 for GFI1B function, we hypothesized that one or more
transcriptional regulatory complexes represented in the GFI1B proximitome would be
recruited in an LSD1-dependent manner and, if its components were depleted, would
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impair GFI1B function even when GFI1B-LSD1 binding potential was preserved. To
address this hypothesis, we engineered expression constructs encoding fusion proteins
comprised of BirA*:HA and either LSD1 binding-competent forms of GFI1B (GFI1B-WT-
BirA*:HA and SNAG-BirA*:HA) or GFI1B variants with impaired LSD1 binding (GFI1B-
P2A-BirA*:HA and GFI1B-ΔSNAG-BirA*:HA). A BirA*:HA construct served as an additional
negative control (Fig. 6A). Fusion proteins were inducibly expressed in K562 cells and
their biotinylating ability compared in whole-cell lysates by SDS-PAGE, transblotting,
and detection with HRP-conjugated SAv (Fig. 6B). Equivalent expression and robust,
proteome-wide biotinylation were observed for each construct upon induction with
doxycycline. We then tested the ability of each fusion protein to establish proximity
relationships with the known SNAG domain binding proteins LSD1 and RCOR1 (43, 45).
As expected, GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA and SNAG-BirA*:HA display clear enrichment for bio-
tinylated LSD1 and RCOR1 in SAv-Sepharose pulldowns, while the LSD1 nonbinding
variants (P2A and ΔSNAG) show biotinylation comparable to the background seen for
the BirA*:HA negative control (Fig. 6C). Equally important, we observed comparable
biotinylation proteome-wide for BirA*:HA and each BirA*:HA fusion protein, suggesting
an equal capacity for spontaneous biotinylation and mitigating concerns that the
fusion partner might adversely impact BirA*:HA activity. Collectively, these results
support the use of GFI1B variants to unambiguously define the LSD1-dependent
elements of GFI1B complexes governing transcriptional control and cell fate specifica-
tion.

In pursuit of this goal, we deployed these tools for quantitative proximitome
analyses to compare partnerships between GFI1B forms which are either capable of
(GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA and SNAG-BirA*:HA) or deficient in (GFI1B-P2A-BirA*:HA, GFI1B-
ΔSNAG-BirA*:HA, and BirA*:HA) LSD1 binding. Compared to LSD1 nonbinding variants
GFI1B-ΔSNAG-BirA*:HA (Fig. 7A) and GFI1B-P2A-BirA*:HA (Fig. 7B), we observed enrich-
ment for nine of the 10 core (LSD1, RCOR1, PHF21A, HMG20B, HDAC1, and HDAC2) and
putative (GSE1, HMG20A, and ZMYM2) components of the BHC complex in the GFI1B-
WT-BirA*:HA proximitome. These results indicate that BHC complex recruitment is lost
with impaired GFI1B-LSD1 binding. To focus specifically on the SNAG-LSD1 interaction
as a determinant of BHC complex recruitment, we determined enrichment for BHC
complex components in the SNAG-BirA*:HA proximitome relative to BirA*:HA only.
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Again, we found enrichment for these nine BHC complex components in the SNAG-
BirA*:HA proximitome (Fig. 7C).

LSD1, HDAC1, and HDAC2 are shared among the BHC, CtBP, and NuRD complexes,
while RCOR1 is found in both the BHC and CtBP complexes. To confirm the LSD1
dependence of BHC complex recruitment specifically, we surveyed the top 100 en-
riched proteins in each binary proximitome comparison (GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA versus
GFI1B-ΔSNAG-BirA*:HA, GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA versus GFI1B-P2A-BirA*:HA, and SNAG-
BirA*:HA versus BirA*:HA) for the unique components of BHC, CtBP, and NuRD com-
plexes (Tables 1 and 2; see Table S2 in the supplemental material). While unique
components of the BHC complex were found in each binary proximitome comparison
performed, none of those unique to the CtBP or NuRD complexes were observed. These
findings indicate that among LSD1-containing complexes detected in the GFI1B prox-
imitome, only the BHC complex displays LSD1 dependence.

GFI1B-mediated transcriptional repression and cell fate require the BHC com-
plex. To confirm the findings from mass spectral screens, we first assessed associations
between GFI1B and candidate BHC complex components, specifically testing their
dependence upon GFI1B-LSD1 binding. We focused on unique elements of the BHC
complex. GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA, GFI1B-P2A-BirA*:HA, GFI1B-ΔSNAG-BirA*:HA, and SNAG-
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BirA*:HA were inducibly expressed in K562 cells and biotinylated proteins purified on
SAv-Sepharose beads. HMG20A, HMG20B, and PHF21A were then quantified among
purified proteins by Western blotting. Each was enriched among proteins purified from
cells expressing BirA*:HA fusions with GFI1B variants capable of LSD1 binding relative
to nonbinding controls (Fig. 8A). Notably, no such enrichment was observed for
SMARCB1 or SMARCC1, both members of the SWI/SNF complex that showed enrich-
ment but no LSD1 dependence in GFI1B proximitome analyses; nor did SMARCB1 or
SMARCC1 show a proximity relationship when SNAG-BirA*:HA was employed, confirm-
ing a distinct and LSD1-independent means of associating with GFI1B. Using Flag-
tagged wild-type and P2A forms of GFI1B, we extended the findings from proximity
labeling studies to traditional coprecipitation assays. For HMG20A, HMG20B, and
PHF21A, binding to GFI1B-P2A was significantly impaired relative to binding to wild-
type GFI1B, confirming dependence upon LSD1 recruitment (Fig. 8B to D). This obser-
vation is further supported by coprecipitation assays showing interactions with LSD1
for both HMG20A and HMG20B (Fig. 8E).

LSD1 is required for both GFI1B function and BHC complex recruitment, but whether
LSD1 exerts its impact through BHC complex recruitment is not known. To address this
question, we targeted unique BHC complex components for depletion in K562 cells and
then tested GFI1B’s ability to direct changes in cell fate and gene expression (Fig. 9).
HMG20A and HMG20B are known to bind structured elements in DNA in a sequence-
nonspecific manner (78–80). They have an oppositional role in neuronal differentiation
via modulation of REST-responsive genes, but limited information exists regarding their
contributions to hematopoietic differentiation (77, 78, 81). HMG20A and HMG20B were
depleted alone or together using inducible shRNA constructs (Fig. 9A), and then effects
of enforced GFI1B expression on K562 cell differentiation and gene expression were
assessed. While neither HMG20A nor HMG20B depletion alone had a notable impact on
K562 cell hemoglobinization, simultaneous depletion of both factors prevented this
GFI1B-driven phenotype (Fig. 9B). Likewise, impaired TPA-induced megakaryocytic
differentiation brought on by enforced GFI1B expression was not significantly affected
by depletion of either HMG20A or HMG20B alone, yet their concurrent depletion
enabled accumulation of CD61 on the K562 cell surface despite GFI1B overexpression
(Fig. 9C). Erythroid differentiation blockade brought on by concurrent depletion of
HMG20A and HMG20B correlated with reduced expression of genes required for heme
and globin chain synthesis and with loss of repression of GFI1B target genes (Fig. 9D to
F). Notably, LSD1 expression is unaffected by HMG20A or HMG20B depletion (Fig. 9A).
Thus, HMG20A and HMG20B make functional contributions to LSD1-dependent out-
comes driven by GFI1B. Their concurrent absence impairs GFI1B-driven erythroid
differentiation in K562 cells and enables alternate, TPA-driven megakaryocytic differ-

FIG 7 Legend (Continued)
or absent SNAG domains and deficient in LSD1 binding (GFI1B-P2A-BirA*:HA, GFI1B-ΔSNAG-BirA*:HA, and BirA*:HA). For each comparison
(GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA versus GFI1B-ΔSNAG-BirA*:HA [A], GFI1B-WT-BirA* versus GFI1B-P2A-BirA*:HA [B], and SNAG-BirA*:HA versus BirA*:HA [C]),
average sum read intensities were ranked according to the LSD1-nonbinding sample and plotted on the x axis. The fold change in average sum
read intensities, represented by a ratio between the LSD1 binding and LSD1 nonbinding samples in each comparison, is plotted on the y axis.
Each comparison (A to C) is represented by three panels. On top in each is the entire data set for that comparison, along with a Venn diagram
comparing common and unique proteins for each data set, and below are two panels dividing the percentile rank score from 0 to 50 and from
50 to 100 with expanded y axis limits to facilitate visualization of proteins enriched in the data set for the LSD1 binding form. Outlying proteins
are labeled with their gene names. A line indicates equal read intensities, and thus no enrichment, for the LSD1 binding over the LSD1 nonbinding
sample.

TABLE 1 Components of the transcriptional regulatory complexes

Complex

No. of components

Total Unique

BHC 10 6
CtBP 8 4
NuRD 11 8
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entiation despite enforced GFI1B expression that would normally block it. Moreover,
unlike the oppositional relationship between HMG20A and HMG20B observed in
REST-regulated neuronal differentiation, these findings intimate functional redundancy
between them in GFI1B-mediated transcription and its control of cellular identity.

To extend observations made with HMG20A and HMG20B, we tested the effects of
GSE1 depletion on GFI1B functions in transcriptional repression and erythroid differ-
entiation in K562 cells. GSE1 is a proline-rich coiled-coil domain protein implicated in
pathogenesis of breast and gastric cancers (82, 83). It is widely expressed in human
cells, but its role in cell fate decisions in hematopoiesis has not been studied. Like for
HMG20 proteins, reduced GSE1 expression blocks erythroid differentiation and gene
expression changes in K562 cells which depend upon the GFI1B-LSD1 binding rela-
tionship (Fig. 10). Together with the results from LSD1, HMG20A, and HMG20B deple-
tion, these data highlight that LSD1 is necessary but not sufficient for GFI1B-driven
outcomes and showcase a critical role for the BHC complex as an LSD1-dependent
determinant of GFI1B-mediated transcriptional control and cell fate decisions.

DISCUSSION

The control of gene expression involves DNA binding proteins that recognize
discrete sequence elements in regulatory regions of genes, directing site-selective
assembly of multiprotein complexes that modulate chromatin structure and, ultimately,
access to coding regions by the basal transcription machinery (84, 85). By deploying
individual elements in a modular fashion, cells ensure flexibility and economy as they
orchestrate transcriptional programs to control the specification of cell fate. Proper
function of these complexes is layered upon a spatial and temporal order of events that
combine to create a flow of information needed for a specific outcome among the
myriad possibilities. Yet, this strategy necessarily creates dependency relationships
between factors cooperating to accomplish functions required for an outcome to be
realized. Malfunction of just one complex component or disordered operation of a
complex in space or time may impair functional outputs and thus mask the underlying
molecular complexities required to achieve them.

The relationship between GFI family proteins and LSD1 exemplifies this theme. Both
GFI1 and GFI1B require LSD1 binding for transcriptional repression, and point muta-
tions in their SNAG domains completely abolish activity in multiple functional assays
(43, 45, 46, 86). It is not, however, immediately apparent that other factors might enable
LSD1’s central role, and identifying these collaborators is technically challenging. We
deployed an unbiased, proteome-wide, quantitative proximity labeling strategy (re-
ferred to as proximitome analysis) based upon a promiscuous variant of BirA (BirA*) to
prospectively and systematically label with biotin factors that dwell in the vicinity of
GFI1B and then to determine functionally relevant partners which are recruited in a
manner requiring LSD1, its obligate effector. In so doing, we show that while LSD1
recruitment is critical to GFI1B-driven erythroid differentiation, it does not operate
alone as its singular depletion in K562 cells may suggest. Rather, LSD1 is responsible for
selective recruitment of the BHC complex, implying that its contributions to GFI1B-
mediated outcomes may reflect both its intrinsic demethylase activity and its role as a
scaffolding component for this multiprotein complex. A model summarizing the col-
laborative relationship between LSD1, BHC complex components, and other partners in
GFI1/1B-mediated transcriptional repression is shown in Fig. 11.

TABLE 2 Comparison of GFI1B LSD1-dependent proximitomes

Complex

No. of components present in top 100 enriched proteins

WT vs �SNAG WT vs P2A SNAG vs BirA*

Total Unique Total Unique Total Unique

BHC 7 4 8 5 5 3
CtBP 2 0 3 0 2 0
NuRD 2 0 2 0 1 0
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LSD1 displays in vitro demethylase activity toward peptides containing mono- and
dimethylated lysines (K), best exemplified by demethylation of H3K4me1/me2, and
toward purified histones (48, 87). However, in a chromatinized context, methylated
histones are poor substrates for LSD1 (88). Efficient demethylation of chromatinized
histones by LSD1 requires concurrent RCOR1 binding, and this activity can be further
stimulated by an interaction between RCOR1 and SUMO2/3 (88, 89). Likewise, LSD1’s
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FIG 9 HMG20A and HMG20B are required for GFI1B-mediated cell fate changes in K562 cells. (A) HMG20A and
HMG20B depletion in K562 cells. RNA (top) and protein (bottom) were collected from K562 cells transduced with
shRNA targeting HMG20A, HMG20B, HMG20A, and HMG20B (HMG20A�B) or a content-matched scrambled control.
HMG20A and HMG20B expression levels were evaluated by RT-qPCR and normalized to GUS. HMG20A, HMG20B,
LSD1, and GFI1B:3�-Flag levels were determined by Western blotting. Tubulin served as a loading control. (B to
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duced with inducible shRNAs targeting HMG20A, HMG20B, HMG20A, and HMG20B or a scrambled control. The
shRNAs were induced with doxycycline, cells were infected with GFI1B:3�-Flag-expressing retrovirus, and erythroid
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graph. The experiment was performed in triplicate. (C) GFI1B-dependent inhibition of TPA-induced CD61 expres-
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biosynthesis genes ALAS2 and FECH (E), and GFI1B-repressed target genes GFI1B and MYB (F) were quantified by
RT-qPCR normalized to the GUS reference gene. Results are expressed as mean � 2 SD. Statistical significance was
determined by the two-sided unpaired t test: *, P � 0.05; **, P � 0.005; ****, P � 0.00005.
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demethylase activity is favored by HDAC1-mediated deacetylation of LSD1-K374ac (90).
Observations such as these support the notion that LSD1’s demethylase activity may
hinge upon its inclusion in multiprotein complexes to enable its proper posttransla-
tional modifications and allosteric modulation. Additionally, by serving as a scaffold,
LSD1 may enable regulation of other components of the BHC complex or perhaps
discrete regulatory modules recruited to operationalize GFI1B activity as a transcrip-
tional repressor. Absent these cooperative relationships, LSD1 may fail to execute its
obligate effector role for GFI1B despite the means of its recruitment by GFI1B being
intact. Investigating these possibilities presents a daunting challenge, but it is one that
can now be tackled using the situational capabilities of proximity labeling approaches.
Moreover, improvements in these technologies are emerging at a rapid pace. For
example, a variant of BirA optimized for substrate processivity, known as TurboID,
enables significantly shorter labeling times and thereby a refined definition of proximity
partners for a factor of interest (91). Likewise, proximity labeling strategies using
ascorbate peroxidase (APEX2), whose biotinylating activity is dependent upon hydro-
gen peroxide and limited by its half-life, can be deployed to assess rapid alterations in
proximity relationships (92). When combined with first-generation BirA* (BioID and
BioID2), these strategies can illuminate changes in protein complexes arising from rapid
regulatory events, track the choreography of protein complex formation and change,

A

C

GSE1

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

R
el

at
iv

e 
m

R
N

A 
Ex

pr
es

si
on

**

0

20

40

60

80

100

%
 B

en
zi

di
ne

 P
os

itiv
e

***

D

E

AHSP HBA1/2 HBZ HBB
0

5

10

15

R
el

at
iv

e 
m

R
N

A 
Ex

pr
es

si
on

**
**

** **

ALAS2 FECH

**

**

GFI1B CDKN1A

R
el

at
iv

e 
m

R
N

A 
Ex

pr
es

si
on

B

**

**

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

GFI1B
Scram Sh
GSE1 Sh

EV + Scram Sh
GFI1B + Scram Sh
GFI1B + GSE1 Sh

+ +
–
+–

–
+ +
–

GFI1B
Scram Sh
GSE1 Sh

+ +
–
+–

–
+ +
–

EV + Scram Sh
GFI1B + Scram Sh
GFI1B + GSE1 Sh

EV + Scram Sh
GFI1B + Scram Sh
GFI1B + GSE1 Sh

20

40

60

80

100

-103 0 103 105104

CD61

0C
el

l C
ou

nt
 (N

or
m

al
iz

ed
)

30 nM TPA

FIG 10 GSE1 is required for GFI1B-mediated cell fate changes in K562 cells. (A) GSE1 depletion in K562 cells. RNA
was collected from K562 cells transduced with shRNA targeting GSE1 or a content-matched scrambled control. GSE1
expression levels were evaluated by RT-qPCR and normalized to GUS. (B to D) GSE1 depletion abolishes GFI1B-
dependent cell fate determination in K562 cells. K562 cells were transduced with inducible shRNAs targeting GSE1
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expressing retrovirus, and erythroid differentiation was allowed to proceed. (B) Benzidine staining was quantified
by counting positive cells in bright-field microscopy. (C and D) mRNAs for globin and related genes AHSP, HBA1/2,
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and even collect an historical record of relationships experienced by a given protein in
its lifetime.

A view of LSD1 that accounts for both enzymatic and structural contributions is
consistent not only with an absolute requirement for its presence but also with its
dependence upon partnerships to enable repressor and cell fate-specifying activities of
GFI1B. To establish evidence supporting this view, we focused on BHC complex
components HMG20A and HMG20B as LSD1 partners. This focus was stimulated by
studies in Schizosaccharomyces pombe concerning the role of Lsd1/2 in replication fork
pausing associated with mating type class switching (93). Lsd1/2 is required for growth
and viability in S. pombe. Notably, S. pombe strains rendered catalytically inactive at
lsd1/lsd2 are viable and do not phenocopy lsd1/lsd2 deletion, suggesting that they have
a nonenzymatic role. Moreover, Lsd1 contains a C-terminal HMG domain that is lacking
in mammalian LSD1, and HMG domain mutations impair mating type class switching in
S. pombe through defective imprinting at the mat1 locus brought on by dysfunctional
replication fork pausing (48, 93). The importance of the Lsd1 HMG domain to a
phenotype dependent upon structural change in DNA, the absence of the HMG domain
in mammalian LSD1, the suggestion of a nonenzymatic role for Lsd1, and the inclusion
of HMG20 proteins in the GFI1B proximitome made HMG20A and HMG20B attractive
candidates in GFI1B-LSD1-dependent outputs in K562 cells. Our finding that concurrent
HMG20A/B depletion blocks LSD1-dependent functions of GFI1B suggests that their
inclusion in the BHC complex is essential to enable LSD1 actions. Similar observations
made by depleting GSE1 reinforce this notion. Notably, HMG20A and HMG20B are
ubiquitously expressed (94). They contain N-terminal HMG boxes which bind DNA in a
sequence-nonspecific manner and C-terminal coiled-coil domains required for dimerization
and incorporation into multiprotein complexes (81, 95). In neural development, HMG20A
and HMG20B display an oppositional relationship at REST-regulated genes (77, 81, 96). Yet,
our data suggest that these proteins may also compensate for deficiencies in one another
and that perhaps the relative abundance of each may fine-tune transcriptional activity of
the BHC complex at sites to which it has been recruited. Thus, with site-selective DNA
binding proteins (e.g., GFI1B), epigenetic modifiers (e.g., LSD1 and HDAC1/2), their cofactors
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(e.g., RCOR1), and readers of epigenetic state (e.g., PHF21A) as partners, a network of
interdependent proteins may cooperate to direct the quality, quantity, and timing of
transcriptional programs governing the specification of cell fate. Our findings provide a
framework for exploring the interdependent and situational relationships among these
classes of proteins.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Cell culture and viral transduction. COS7L cells, HEK293T cells (American Type Culture Collection),

MEL cells, and 293-T-Rex-5xGal-luciferase cells (generously provided by Raphael Margueron) were
maintained in Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s medium (DMEM) supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum
(FBS). K562 cells were maintained in Roswell Park Memorial Institute (RPMI) medium supplemented with
10% FBS and 25 �M HEPES. All cell culture media were supplemented with 2 �M L-glutamine, 50 U/ml
penicillin, and 50 �g/ml streptomycin. All cell media and additives were obtained from Thermo Fisher.
All cell lines were verified using the Geneprint 10 system (Promega). For viral production, HEK293T cells
were transfected with a viral vector containing the transgene along with the respective lentiviral (psPAX2
and pMD2G) or retroviral (gag/pol and vesicular stomatitis virus G [VSVG]) packaging plasmids using
polyethylenimine (PEI) (3 �g PEI to 1 �g DNA). Viral supernatant was collected at 48 and 72 h posttrans-
fection and clarified by filtration (Corning, 45 �m). K562 cells were transduced with viral particles in the
presence of 8 �g/ml Polybrene for 16 h. Stable cells were obtained by selection with 5 �g/ml puromycin
(Puro) for 4 days and with 400 �g/ml G418/neomycin (Neo) or hygromycin (Hygro) for 10 days. For LSD1
and HMG20B small hairpin RNA (shRNA) experiments, K562 cells were transduced with Tet-pLKO-neo (a
gift from Dmitri Wiederschain; Addgene plasmid 21916) containing either LSD1- or HMG20B-targeted
shRNA or a scrambled control and selected in neomycin to establish stable isolates. For HMG20A and
GSE1 shRNA experiments, K562 cells were transduced with EZ-Tet-pLKO-Hygro (a gift from Cindy Miranti;
Addgene plasmid 85972) containing either HMG20A- or GSE1-targeted shRNA or a scrambled control and
selected in hygromycin. To obtain double HMG20A and -B shRNA knockdown, K562 cells were first
transduced with either HMG20B or scrambled shRNA vector, selected with neomycin, and subsequently
transduced with either HMG20A or scrambled shRNA vector and selected with hygromycin. shRNA
expression was achieved by treating transduced cells with 500 ng/ml doxycycline every 24 h. shRNA
sequences are listed in Table S3 in the supplemental material.

RNA extraction and gene expression analysis. Total RNA was prepared using RNeasy (Qiagen) as
per the manufacturer’s instructions, including on-column DNase I digestion to avoid potential genomic
DNA (gDNA) contamination. The cDNA was generated from 100 to 300 ng of total RNA using iScript
Reverse Transcription Supermix for real-time quantitative PCR (RT-qPCR) (Bio-Rad). cDNA was diluted 2�
with water, and 1 �l of cDNA was used as a template for RT-qPCR. Quantitation was performed by
RT-qPCR with the CFX96 real-time system (Bio-Rad), using 5 �l SsoAdvanced Universal SYBR green
Supermix (Bio-Rad) and 330 nM concentrations of the indicated forward and reverse primers in a 10-�l
reaction mixture. Relative mRNA expression was determined by the ΔΔCT method and normalized to a
GUS reference gene. Each experiment was performed in triplicate. Statistical significance was determined
by two-sided unpaired t tests using GraphPad Prism 7.0. Sequences of all oligonucleotides used are listed
in Table S3 in the supplemental material. For RNA sequencing, stable K562 Tet-On Advanced cells were
infected with pLVX-Tight-Puro empty vector or pLVX-Tight-Puro-GFI1B:3�-Flag and were selected in
puromycin for 3 days. Expression of GFI1B:3�-Flag or EV was achieved by treating 1 � 106 cells with
100 ng/ml doxycycline for 48 h. To confirm GFI1B expression, half of the sample was used to collect
whole-cell lysates, and protein levels were evaluated by Western blotting. The other half of the sample
was used to collect total RNA as described above. Each experimental condition was performed in
biological triplicates. RNA quality was assessed by the Agilent RNA ScreenTape assay. The Illumina TruSeq
Stranded RNA kit with Ribo-Zero Gold was used for sequencing library preparation. An Illumina HiSeq 50
Cycle single-read sequencing version 4 sequencing protocol was performed, and reads were aligned to
the hg38 human genome assembly. Fold changes in expression of the 241 GFI1B proximitome genes
were calculated by averaging the triplicate read count of each gene and dividing it by the average read
count of the empty vector. Read counts were normalized to ATP5F1A, GAPDH, GUSB, PPIA, and YWHA2.
A fold change of greater than 1.5 was deemed significant.

Constructs and subcloning. GFI1B (NM_008114.3), PHF21A (NM_138755.2), HMG20A (NM_025812.3),
and HMG20B (NM_010440.3) were amplified by PCR (Platinum SuperFi DNA polymerase; Invitrogen) from
cDNA obtained from MEL cells and subcloned into pcDNA3.1(�) (Invitrogen) with either a 3�-Flag, HA,
or V5 tag on the 3= end of the gene. The GFI1B-P2A mutation was made by site-directed mutagenesis.
Retroviral GFI1B:3�-Flag vectors were produced by subcloning GFI1B into the pMSCV (murine stem cell
virus)-IRES-Puro vector using EcoRI. GFI1B fusion proteins to Gal4 were generated by PCR amplification
of the GFI1B SNAG domain (amino acids 1 to 20) or GFI1B-Δ1C (amino acids 1 to 244 only, eliminating
ZnFs 4, 5, and 6, which remove intrinsic DNA binding via the GFI1B sequence) and inserted into
pcDNA3.1 N terminally and in frame with the Gal4 DNA binding domain (amino acids 1 to 147) by using
EcoRI/XbaI. GFI1B fusion proteins with BirA*:HA were made by subcloning GFI1B-WT, -P2A, or -ΔSNAG
(amino acids 21 to 330) or the SNAG domain (amino acids 1 to 20) into EcoRI/BamHI sites in frame to
BirA*:HA in the MCS-BioID2-HA vector, a gift from Kyle Roux (Addgene plasmid 74224). Subsequently,
GFI1B-BirA*:HA forms were expressed from PCR-amplified sequences subcloned into pLVX-Tight-Puro
(Clontech) with NotI/MluI for doxycycline-inducible expression with the Tet-On Advanced (Clontech)
system. The BirA*:HA-only vector was created by inserting a start codon and an EcoRI site into
AgeI/BamH1 (5= of BirA*:HA) in pcDNA3.1 and subsequently put into pLVX-Tight-Puro by using EcoRI.
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Primers used for cloning are listed in Table S3 in the supplemental material. The LSD1 construct was a
generous gift from Sunil Sharma. Complete open reading frame sequences for all constructs were
confirmed by automated dideoxy sequencing in the University of Utah DNA sequencing HSC Core
Facility.

Reagents and antibodies. Mouse monoclonal anti-Flag (M2) and antitubulin (clone B-5-1-2) were
obtained from Sigma. Rabbit polyclonal anti-HA (ab9110) and anti-HMG20B (ab167415) were obtained
from Abcam. Rabbit polyclonal anti-LSD1 (C69G12) and anti-RCOR1 (D6I2U) were obtained from Cell
Signaling Technology. Mouse monoclonal anti-HMG20A (D-5) and anti-green fluorescent protein (anti-
GFP) (B-2) were obtained from Santa Cruz Biotechnology. Rabbit polyclonal anti-SMARCB1 (A301-087A)
and anti-PHF21A (A303-603A) were obtained from Bethyl Laboratories, and anti-SMARCC1 (17722-1-AP)
was obtained from Proteintech. Mouse monoclonal anti-V5 (46-0705) was obtained from Invitrogen.
Horseradish peroxidase (HRP)-conjugated anti-mouse (715-035-150) and anti-rabbit (711-035-152) anti-
bodies were obtained from Jackson Immunoresearch. HRP-conjugated streptavidin (RPN1231) (SAv) was
obtained from GE Healthcare UK Limited. Allophycocyanin (APC)-conjugated anti-human CD61 (VI-PI.2)
and 4=,6-diamidino-2-phenylindole, dilactate (DAPI) (422801), were obtained from BioLegend. Restriction
endonucleases and ligases were obtained from New England Biosciences. Puromycin (Puro), hygromycin
(Hygro), and G418/Geneticin (Neo) were obtained from Invitrogen. Protein G-Sepharose 4 Fast Flow and
SAv-Sepharose beads were obtained from GE Healthcare Bio-Sciences AB. Biotin was obtained from TCI
Chemicals, and doxycycline (Doxy) was obtained from Fisher Scientific. Benzidine dihydrochloride,
12-O-tetradecanoylphorbol-13-acetate (TPA), and Polybrene were obtained Sigma. Polyethylenimine
(PEI) (25-kDa linear form) was obtained from Polysciences (23966-2). All other materials were of reagent
grade.

Transient transfection and coimmunoprecipitation. Transient transfections in COS7L cells were
performed using expression plasmids in the indicated combinations and Lipofectamine 2000 per the
manufacturer’s instructions. Monolayers were washed twice with phosphate-buffered saline (PBS),
scraped into ice-cold lysis buffer (50 mM Tris, 150 mM NaCl, 10% glycerol, 1 mM EDTA, 1 mM dithiothre-
itol [DTT], 1% Triton X-100, 0.1% SDS, 1 mM phenylmethylsulfonyl fluoride [PMSF], 10 �g/ml aprotinin
[pH 8.0]), disrupted by sonication (10 1-s pulses at 5 W using a Virtis Virsonic sonicator), rocked for 30 min
at 4°C, and clarified by centrifugation. As indicated in the figures, antibodies were added to clarified
extracts and left for 90 min, and then the immune complexes (ICs) were captured by Protein G-Sepharose
beads washed in lysis buffer. Immune complexes were washed 4 times with lysis buffer and boiled in
SDS-PAGE sample buffer supplemented with DTT.

Immunoblotting. After separation by SDS-PAGE, cleared lysates or immune complexes were exam-
ined by immunoblotting following standard methods. Briefly, separated protein products were trans-
ferred to nitrocellulose filters (0.45 �m; Genesee Scientific) using 25 mM Tris–192 mM glycine (pH 8.35)
for 1 h at 4°C. Nitrocellulose filters were blocked with PBS-T (1� PBS, 0.05% Tween 20) supplemented
with 0.25% gelatin and 0.2% NaN3 (GBB) and incubated with primary antibodies overnight at 4°C as
indicated in the figures. Filters were then washed successively with PBS-T and incubated with species-
appropriate HRP-conjugated antibody for 1 h at room temperature. After PBS-T washes, proteins were
visualized by chemiluminescence detection (ECL) (30 mM Tris [pH 8.5], 375 �M Luminol, 67.5 �M
p-coumaric acid, 0.02% H2O2) using autoradiography film (Genesee Scientific).

Luciferase reporter assays. Luciferase assays were performed using the dual-luciferase reporter
assay system (Promega) as per the manufacturer’s instructions. Briefly, 3.25 � 105 293-T-Rex-5�Gal-
luciferase cells were plated per well in 6-well plates. Transient transfection of the respective GFI1B:Gal4
expression constructs was performed with Lipofectamine 2000 as per the manufacturer’s instructions.
Reporter activity was measured in cell lysates collected at 48 h posttransfection using a Modulus
microplate reader (Turner BioSystems). Firefly luciferase activity was normalized to a constitutively
expressed, cotransfected Renilla luciferase control. Statistical significance was determined by two-sided
unpaired t tests using GraphPad Prism 7.0.

Chemical differentiation and phenotypic assays. K562 cells (4 � 105) were treated with 30 nM TPA.
Cells were harvested postinduction, washed, and incubated with anti-CD61 antibody diluted 1:100 in
Hanks buffered saline solution (HBSS) (Gibco) supplemented with 0.5% bovine serum albumin (BSA) (RPI
Corp). The fluorescence signal from DAPI-negative cells was detected by flow cytometry (Fortessa; BD
Biosciences) and analyzed using FlowJo analysis software (TreeStar). Heme/porphyrin levels were ana-
lyzed by ultraperformance liquid chromatography (UPLC) with an Acquity UPLC BEH C18 column (1.7 �m;
2.1 by 100 mm) at the Iron and Heme Core Facility of the University of Utah. Benzidine staining was
performed by collecting 1 � 106 K562 cells, washing with PBS, and staining with 0.2% benzidine
dihydrochloride in 0.5% acetic acid for 15 min at room temperature. Benzidine-positive cells were
quantified with a hemocytometer using bright-field microscopy. Experiments were all performed in
triplicate with 200 cells or more counted from randomly selected fields for each condition. Statistical
significance was determined by two-sided unpaired t tests using GraphPad Prism 7.0.

SAv affinity capture of biotin-modified proteins. To induce GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA or its derivatives in
K562 cells, 6 � 107 cells were treated with 1 �g/ml doxycycline for 48 h, and 30 �M biotin was added 16 h
before harvesting. Cells were collected, washed twice with ice-cold PBS, lysed with ice-cold lysis buffer
(50 mM Tris [pH 7.5], 500 mM NaCl, 0.5 mM EDTA, 1% Triton X-100), sonicated, and cleared by centrif-
ugation. Biotinylated complexes were captured by streptavidin (Sav)-Sepharose high-performance beads
and rocked at 4°C overnight. Beads were washed 5 times with lysis buffer supplemented with SDS, boiled
in DTT-containing sample buffer, and fractionated by SDS-PAGE (10% T/2.67% C, 4% stack). The gel was
stained with colloidal Coomassie blue (Invitrogen). Lanes were divided into two equal sections for
downstream LC-MS/MS analysis.
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Protein identification by MS. Mass spectrometry (MS) was performed by the Taplin Mass Spec-
trometry Facility, Cell Biology Department, Harvard Medical School. Briefly, samples were reduced using
1 mM DTT in 50 mM ammonium bicarbonate for 30 min at 60°C and cooled, and 5 mM iodoacetamide
in 50 mM ammonium bicarbonate was added for 15 min and left in the dark at ambient temperature. DTT
(5 mM) was added to quench iodoacetamide derivatization, and then 5 ng/�l of sequencing-grade
trypsin (Promega) was added and proteins digested overnight at 37°C. Samples were then desalted and
reconstituted in 5 to 10 �l of high-pressure liquid chromatography (HPLC) solvent A (2.5% acetonitrile,
0.1% formic acid). A nanoscale reverse-phase HPLC capillary column was created by packing 2.6-�m C18

spherical silica beads into a fused silica capillary (100-�m inner diameter, �30-cm length) with a
flame-drawn tip. After column equilibration, each sample was loaded via a Famos autosampler (LC
Packings) onto the column. A linear gradient was formed to elute peptides with increasing concentra-
tions of solvent B (97.5% acetonitrile, 0.1% formic acid). Eluted peptides were subjected to electrospray
ionization coupled to an LTQ Orbitrap Velos Pro ion trap mass spectrometer (Thermo Fisher Scientific) to
produce tandem mass spectra whose b and y ion series patterns were compared to theoretical digests
of the proteome in Sequest (Thermo Fisher Scientific) to establish protein identity. Data were filtered to
a 1 to 2% peptide false-discovery rate.

Statistical analysis of MS data. All assays were performed in triplicate (biological replicates) and
read intensities averaged for each sample. To establish the GFI1B proximitome (assessment of GFI1B-
WT-BirA*:HA versus BirA*:HA only), sum read intensities among detected proteins were ranked from 0 to
100%. A total of 3,191 proteins were detected in the BirA*:HA-only sample and utilized to establish a
background intensity ranking. A total of 2,751 unique proteins were identified in the GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA
proximitome. An intensity fold change for each ranked protein was determined by dividing the
GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA average read intensity by the BirA*:HA-only average read intensity. This calculated
fold change in intensity was compared to the average intensity rank and was observed to follow a strong
diminution of variance with increasing values, as expected. To identify proteins with aberrantly increased
detection, z-scores were calculated for each of the 2,751 proteins as the deviance in rank from the
localized (across the background intensity axis) mean rank compared to the localized standard deviation
of the ranks after the manner of Eubank (97). The corresponding P value from a t distribution of a
20-protein smoothing selection was determined and utilized to rank prioritize proteins showcasing the
most consistent and increased abundance compared to expectation. Proteins with a P value of �0.05
were considered hits. This approach was deemed appropriate, as the background intensity of pertinent
proteins varied and detecting relative abundance compared to background was paramount. A volcano
plot was created from the –log10 of the P value and the log2 of the intensity fold change. Read intensities
detected in GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA but not in the BirA*:HA-only sample (501 proteins) were analyzed
separately, considering only the top 50 to 100 percentiles of ranked GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA proximity
partners as hits (a total of 35 proteins). Likewise, assessment of GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA versus GFI1B-ΔSNAG-
BirA*:HA, GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA versus GFI1B-P2A-BirA*:HA, and SNAG-BirA*:HA versus BirA*:HA only was
done by establishing a background percentile ranking of GFI1B-ΔSNAG-BirA*:HA (2,897 proteins), GFI1B-
P2A-BirA*:HA (2,938 proteins), and BirA*:HA (3,191 proteins). Proteins were then plotted according to
background rank score and fold change. Statistical analysis was performed as described above for
GFI1B-WT-BirA*:HA versus BirA*:HA using nonparametric regression and spline smoothing (98). Gene
ontology (GO) analysis was performed on the 241 GFI1B proximitome by g:Profiler (99). SAS version 9.4
and Microsoft Excel were used for statistical calculations and data comparisons.
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