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Protein tyrosine phosphatase nonreceptor type 7 (PTPN7),
also called hematopoietic protein tyrosine phosphatase, con-
trols extracellular signal-regulated protein kinase 1/2 (ERK1/2)
and p38 mitogen-activated protein kinase in T lymphocytes.
Because ERK1/2 plays an important role in regulating throm-
boxane A2 (TXA2) generation in platelets, we investigated the
function of PTPN7 in these cells. Using immunoblot analysis,
we detected PTPN7 in both human and mouse platelets but not
in PTPN7-null mice. PTPN7 KO mouse platelets exhibited
increased platelet functional responses, including aggregation,
dense granule secretion, and TXA2 generation, compared with
platelets from WT littermates, upon stimulation with both G
protein– coupled receptor (GPCR) and glycoprotein VI (GPVI)
agonists. Using the GPCR agonist AYPGKF in the presence of
the COX inhibitor indomethacin, we found that PTPN7 KO
mouse platelets aggregated and secreted to the same extent as
WT platelets, suggesting that elevated TXA2 is responsible for
the potentiation of platelet functional responses in PTPN7-KO
platelets. Phosphorylation of ERK1/2 was also elevated in
PTPN7 KO platelets. Stimulation of platelets with the GPVI
agonist collagen-related peptide along with the COX inhibitor
indomethacin did not result in phosphorylation of ERK1/2,
indicating that GPVI-mediated ERK phosphorylation occurs
through TXA2. Although bleeding times did not significantly
differ between PTPN7-null and WT mice, time to death was
significantly faster in PTPN7-null mice than in WT mice in a
pulmonary thromboembolism model. We conclude that PTPN7
regulates platelet functional responses downstream of GPCR
agonists, but not GPVI agonists, through inhibition of ERK acti-
vation and thromboxane generation.

Platelets are primary mediators of hemostasis and thrombo-
sis, and their activation is tightly regulated under normal phys-
iological conditions. Upon vascular injury, circulating platelets
bind to exposed subendothelial collagen, which leads to initial

activation of platelets. Activated platelets secrete their granular
contents, such as ADP, and generate TXA2,2 which is a positive
feedback activator of platelets (1).

TXA2 is a lipid mediator that acts in an autocrine, paracrine
fashion to amplify the initial signal and stabilize thrombus for-
mation (2, 3). Patients with TXA2 deficiency have a mild bleed-
ing disorder (4). On the contrary, high levels of TXA2 can lead
to pathological conditions such as myocardial infarction (5) and
stroke (6). Aspirin, an inhibitor of thromboxane synthesis,
improves mortality in patients experiencing myocardial infarc-
tion (7). The above examples reiterate the importance of TXA2
generated by platelets. Therefore, it is essential to understand
the regulation of TXA2 generation in platelets.

ERK is a crucial mediator of TXA2 generation in platelets.
Studies have shown that extracellular signal-regulated protein
kinase 1/2 (ERK1/2) plays a major role in TXA2 generation
downstream of protease-activated receptors (PARs) (8) and
ADP receptors (P2Y1 and P2Y12) (9, 10). ERK phosphorylates
cytoplasmic phospholipase A2 (cPLA2) on serine 505, which is
required for activation of cPLA2 (11, 12). Activated cPLA2 is
involved in the hydrolysis of membrane phospholipids to
release arachidonic acid. Prostaglandin G/H synthase and
TXA2 synthase convert the free arachidonic acid to TXA2.
Given the importance of ERK in TXA2 generation in platelets, it
is crucial to understand the mechanisms of ERK regulation in
platelets. Very little is known about ERK regulation in platelets
via protein tyrosine phosphatases (PTPs). In lymphocytes, ERK
activation is regulated by a PTP known as PTPN7. Thus, we
wanted to evaluate the role of PTPN7 in the regulation of ERK
in platelets.

PTPN7 (alternatively called hematopoietic PTP) is a cyto-
plasmic protein tyrosine phosphatase originally cloned from
human T lymphocytes (13, 14). PTPN7 is a 38-kDa protein
consisting of a C-terminal catalytic domain and a short N-ter-
minal extension that contains the kinase interaction motif.
PTPN7 is expressed in cells of hematopoietic lineage, such as
neutrophils, megakaryocytes, erythrocytes, and lymphocytes
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of ERK, which indicates that PTPN7 dephosphorylates ERK
and thereby negatively regulates T cell activation (15, 16).

Mass spectrometry has demonstrated the presence of
PTPN7 in platelets (17, 18); however, the presence of PTPN7
has never been evaluated using biochemical techniques. In this
study, we evaluated the presence of PTPN7 in human and
mouse platelets. We used PTPN7 knockout mice to investigate
the role of PTPN7 in platelet activation. We show that PTPN7
is a negative regulator of ERK and, therefore, of TXA2 genera-
tion and platelet functional responses.

Results

PTPN7 is expressed in mouse and human platelets

PTPN7 is present as a 38-kDa cytoplasmic protein in lym-
phocytes (13, 14, 19). Its presence in platelets has been shown
using proteomics approaches (17, 18) but never using biochem-
ical techniques. To assess the presence of PTPN7 in platelets,
we used an antibody that recognizes the N terminus of PTPN7.
In Western blot analysis using platelet lysates, we observed that
PTPN7 is present as a 38-kDa protein in WT mouse and human
platelets but not expressed in PTPN7 KO platelets (Fig. 1).
Thus, we conclude that PTPN7 is expressed in platelets.

PTPN7 deficiency results in enhanced platelet functional
responses

Because we demonstrated the presence of PTPN7 in plate-
lets, we evaluated the role of PTPN7 in platelet functional
responses using PTPN7 KO mice. However, prior to that anal-
ysis, we measured blood cell counts in PTPN7 and WT mice
and found that PTPN7 deletion did not alter blood cell counts
(Table 1). Platelets have two important classes of receptors:
ITAM-based receptors, such as GPVI receptors, and GPCRs,
such as PARs and ADP receptors (1). Upon stimulation of WT
and PTPN7 KO platelets with lower concentrations of the
PAR4 agonist AYPGKF, the ADP receptor agonist 2-MesADP,
or the GPVI receptor agonist CRP, the extent of aggregation
and the amount of ATP secretion were significantly greater in
PTPN7 KO mouse platelets compared with platelets from the
WT littermates (Fig. 2). PTPN7 KO mouse platelets that

were stimulated with higher concentrations of AYPGKF,
2-MesADP, or CRP showed higher dense granule secretion
compared with the WT, although the extent of aggregation was
similar (Fig. 2). These data suggest that PTPN7 plays an impor-
tant role in regulating platelet functional responses, such as
aggregation and secretion, in platelets.

To confirm whether the enhanced platelet aggregation and
secretion in PTPN7 KO mouse platelets were due to enhanced
TXA2 generation, both WT and PTPN7 KO mouse platelets
were stimulated with an agonist, and the TXA2 levels were mea-
sured using a Thromboxane B2 (TXB2) (a stable analog of
TXA2) assay, a competitive immunoassay. PTPN7 KO mouse
platelets showed a significant increase in TXB2 levels compared
with WT samples when stimulated with all agonists (Fig. 3A).
Therefore, we conclude that TXA2 generation is potentiated
in PTPN7 KO platelets. We also performed flow cytometry to
examine p-selectin expression and active GPIIb/IIIa expression
(JON/A binding) on WT and PTPN7 KO platelets. Stimulation
with 200 �M AYPGKF resulted in enhanced p-selectin expres-
sion and JON/A binding (Fig. 3, B and C). Stimulation with 1
�g/ml CRP caused no significant change in p-selectin expres-
sion or JON/A binding, although the trend mirrored that of
AYPGKF.

Inhibition of thromboxane generation normalizes PTPN7
knockout platelet responses

Because the aggregation and secretion responses were poten-
tiated in PTPN7 KO mice, we evaluated whether the potentia-
tion was due to enhanced TXA2 generation. For this purpose,
we pretreated WT and PTPN7 KO mouse platelets with 10 �M

indomethacin, a cyclooxygenase inhibitor that inhibits TXA2
generation, followed by stimulation with AYPGKF or CRP. We
observed that the extent of aggregation and the amount of
dense granule secretion in PTPN7 KO mice were the same as in
the WT when the platelets were pretreated with indomethacin
(Fig. 4). This result suggests that the potentiation of aggregation
and secretion is due to enhanced TXA2 generation.

ERK is hyperphosphorylated in PTPN7 knockout mouse
platelets

Because ERK has been known to be regulated by PTPN7 in
lymphocytes (15, 16), we investigated whether PTPN7 also reg-
ulates this MAPK in platelets. ERK was found to be hyper-phos-
phorylated in PTPN7 KO mouse platelets upon AYPGKF stim-
ulation that were pre-treated with or without indomethacin
(Fig. 5A). PTPN7 KO platelets stimulated with CRP also
showed hyper-phosphorylation of ERK. However, in the pres-

Figure 1. Expression of PTPN7 in human and mouse platelets. Mouse
lysates of WT and PTPN7 KO platelets were loaded in the first and second lane,
respectively, and human platelet lysate was loaded in the third lane. The blot
was probed with PTPN7 antibody, and the same blot was reprobed with �-ac-
tin antibody. The data are representative of at least three independent
experiments.

Table 1
Blood cell counts are unaltered in PTPN7 knockout mice
WBC, white blood cell; LY, lymphocyte; NE, neutrophil; MO, monocyte; RBC, red
blood cell; PLT, platelet; MPV, mean platelet volume.

Parameter PTPN7�/� PTPN7�/�

WBC (103/�l) 7.18 � 0.55 6.19 � 0.62
LY (103/�l) 6.08 � 0.51 5.11 � 0.65
NE (103/�l) 0.69 � 0.04 0.67 � 0.04
MO (103/�l) 0.55 � 0.13 0.40 � 0.04
RBC (106/�l) 9.37 � 0.30 10.12 � 0.07
PLT (103/�l) 721 � 44 806 � 24
MPV (fl) 4.10 � 0.07 4.18 � 0.02
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ence of indomethacin, both WT and PTPN7 KO stimulated
with 5 �g/ml of CRP showed no ERK phosphorylation (Fig. 5B).
These results indicate that ERK phosphorylation occurs down-
stream of GPVI only by the action of feedback agonists, consis-
tent with the previous observations (20). In addition, based on
the aggregation results in the presence of indomethacin, we
conclude that GPVI effects are not directly regulated by
PTPN7.

PTPN7 is also known to regulate p38 MAPK in B-lympho-
cytes (19). Because platelets express both ERK and p38 MAPK,
we evaluated the role of PTPN7 in p38 regulation. We observed
that p38 MAPK is phosphorylated to the same extent in both

WT and PTPN7 KO mouse platelets (Fig. 6, C and D). Because
MEK is upstream of ERK in PAR signaling (21, 22), we also
evaluated MEK activation by checking MEK phosphorylation.
We observed that the activity of MEK was the same in PAR-
activated WT and PTPN7 KO platelets (Fig. 6, A and B). Thus,
we conclude that PTPN7 selectively regulates ERK in platelets
without regulating its upstream kinase MEK.

PTPN7 KO mice have impaired thrombosis

Because we observed potentiation of platelet functional
responses with GPCR and GPVI agonists in PTPN7 KO mouse
platelets, we evaluated the implications of PTPN7 deficiency in

Figure 2. Platelet function is enhanced in PTPN7 knockout mice. Washed mouse platelets were stimulated with low and high concentrations of GPCR and
GPVI agonists at 37 °C under stirring conditions. A, AYPGKF (75 �M and 200 �M). B and C, quantitation of the extent of aggregation and ATP secretion in A. *, p �
0.05. NS, not significant. D, 2-MeSADP (3 nM and 10 nM). E and F, quantitation of the extent of aggregation and ATP secretion in D. *, p � 0.05. G, CRP (1 �g/ml
and 5 �g/ml). H and I, quantitation of the extent of aggregation and ATP secretion in G. *, p � 0.05 for the indicated comparison. The data are representative
of at least three independent experiments � S.E. Two-way ANOVA revealed a significant interaction between the effects of genotype (WT versus PTPN7 KO) and
agonist on platelet aggregation (F � 6.57, p � 0.0006) and secretion (F � 4.357, p � 0.006).
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vivo. We evaluated hemostatic function by measuring bleeding
times in WT and PTPN7 KO mice. Bleeding times were mea-
sured as the time for blood flow to stop after cutting 3 mm of the
mouse tail. We observed that there were no significant differ-
ences in the average bleeding times between WT and PTPN7
KO mice (Fig. 7A). Finally, we evaluated in vivo thrombosis
using a pulmonary embolism model. In this model, collagen
and epinephrine are injected i.v., which causes pulmonary
embolism. We observed that time to cessation of respiration
was significantly lower in the PTPN7 KO mice compared with
the WT (Fig. 7B). Thus, we conclude that platelet responses are
potentiated in vivo in PTPN7-null mice.

Discussion

PTPN7 KO mice have been used previously to characterize
the role of PTPN7 in T cell signaling (15). T cells show
enhanced ERK activation in PTPN7 KO mice, indicating that

PTPN7 is a negative regulator of T-cell receptor-induced T cell
activation. Similarly, ERK is hyperphosphorylated in K562
myelogenous leukemia cells undergoing megakaryocytic differ-
entiation when subjected to inhibition by antisense for PTPN7
(23). In B cells, PTPN7 negatively regulates p38 MAPK activa-
tion (19). Based on these previous studies, we evaluated the role
of PTPN7 as a regulator of MAPK activation in platelets using
PTPN7 KO mice.

Platelets express MAPKs such as ERK1/2 (24, 25) and p38
MAPKs (26, 27). ERK inhibition by U0126, a MEK inhibitor, leads
to inhibition of cPLA2 activation and TXA2 generation down-
stream of PARs (8) and ADP receptors (9), demonstrating that
ERK1/2 is required for cPLA2 activation and, consequently, TXA2
production. ERK is hyperphosphorylated downstream of PAR
activation in PTPN7 KO mouse platelets. As a result, there is
enhanced TXA2 generation in PTPN7 KO mouse platelets.

Previous studies showed that ERK phosphorylation down-
stream of the GPVI receptor is solely dependent on feedback
signaling by TXA2 and ADP (20). Roger et al. (20) showed that,
in the presence of indomethacin, ERK phosphorylation is neg-
ligible in collagen-stimulated platelets. Our studies show that
ERK is hyperphosphorylated downstream of GPVI receptor
activation in PTPN7 KO mouse platelets; however, in the pres-
ence of indomethacin, ERK phosphorylation is abolished in
both WT and PTPN7 KO platelets stimulated with CRP. Thus,
our data are in sync with previously published results. There-
fore, potentiation of ERK phosphorylation in PTPN7 KO
mouse platelets downstream of the GPVI receptor is due to
enhanced TXA2 generation in PTPN7 KO platelets.

When TXA2 production is blocked by indomethacin, the
extent of PAR-mediated aggregation and secretion in PTPN7
KO mice is similar to the WT. Under these conditions, ERK
phosphorylation is greatly inhibited in both WT and PTPN7
KO mice. This shows that TXA2 generated upon activation of
PARs feeds back on platelets and contributes to ERK phosphor-
ylation via secondary signaling. However, even in the presence
of indomethacin, ERK remains hyperphosphorylated in PTPN7
KO platelets downstream of PARs. These data suggest that
PTPN7 KO mouse platelets show enhanced ERK phosphoryla-
tion in PAR primary signaling. Therefore, PTPN7 KO mouse
platelets also show enhanced TXA2 generation. Similarly, the
GPVI-mediated aggregation and secretion responses are nor-
malized in indomethacin-treated PTPN7 KO mouse platelets.
Therefore, we conclude that the potentiation of aggregation
and secretion in PTPN7 KO platelets is due to enhanced sec-
ondary stimulation by TXA2.

Apart from ERK, platelets also express p38 MAPK, which is
activated downstream of thrombin (25, 28), and collagen (26,
27). Several studies have suggested that p38 MAPK is essential
for cPLA2 activation and TXA2 generation (25), but other stud-
ies using the selective inhibitor VX-702 have shown that p38
MAPK plays no role in agonist-induced platelet activation (29).
This study demonstrates that p38 MAPK phosphorylation is
comparable in WT and PTPN7 KO platelets upon PAR and
GPVI receptor stimulation. These data suggest that PTPN7
selectively regulates ERK activation in platelets.

Last, we evaluated the physiological implications of PTPN7
deficiency in mice. We used a pulmonary embolism model,

Figure 3. Thromboxane generation is enhanced with PTPN7 deletion. A,
WT and PTPN7 KO platelets were stimulated with AYPGKF (200 �M), CRP (5
�g/ml), and 2-MesADP (10 nM) for 3.5 min at 37 °C under stirring conditions.
Reactions were terminated, and the generated TXB2 levels were measured as
described under “Experimental procedures.” Data are represented as percent
maximal TXB2 generated in WT controls. Each column is the average of at least
three independent experiments � S.E. B–E, flow cytometry analysis of p-se-
lectin exposure or JON/A binding following stimulation of either AYPGKF or
CRP. PTPN7 data were normalized to the WT, and statistics were calculated
using raw mean fluorescent intensity values. *, p � 0.05 for the indicated
comparison; NS, not significant. No significant interactions were found using
two-way ANOVA (F � 3.77, p � 0.54).
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which involves direct activation of platelets in vivo by injecting
collagen and epinephrine into mice, to evaluate in vivo throm-
bosis. Our results indicate that PTPN7 KO mice were more
resistant to pulmonary thromboembolism than controls.
Intriguingly, PTPN7 KO mice showed normal tail bleeding
times. Therefore, based on the pulmonary embolism model, we
concluded that PTPN7 plays a significant role in in vivo throm-
bosis; however, PTPN7 is dispensable for primary hemostasis,
as indicated by tail bleeding. In conclusion, we have established
that PTPN7 negatively regulates ERK activation and, thereby,
TXA2 generation in platelets.

Experimental procedures

Antibodies and reagents

Apyrase (grade VII), indomethacin, and 2-MesADP were
obtained from Sigma-Aldrich (St. Louis, MO). The hexapeptide
AYPGKF was custom-synthesized at Invitrogen. Collagen-re-

lated peptide (CRP) was purchased from Dr. Richard Farndale
(University of Cambridge). Antibodies for phospho-tyrosine
ERK1/2 (catalog no. M9692) and total ERK (catalog no. M5670)
were purchased from Sigma. PTPN7 (hematopoietic PTP) anti-
body (catalog no. sc-21008) and total PLC�2 (B-10, catalog no.
sc-5283) were purchased from Santa Cruz Biotechnology
(Santa Cruz, CA). pMEK1/2 Ser-217/221 (41G9) antibody (cat-
alog no. 9154T), P-S PKC substrate antibody (catalog no.
2261S), and phospho-p38 MAPK antibody (Thr-180/Tyr-182,
D3F9, catalog no. 4511T) were purchased from Cell Signaling
Technology (Danvers, MA). Total p38 MAPK antibody (catalog
no. TA3263349) was purchased from Origene (Rockville, MD).
Luciferin–luciferase reagent was purchased from Chrono-Log
(Havertown, PA). Ferric chloride anhydrous (catalog no.
153499) was purchased from MP Biomedicals. All other re-
agents were of reagent grade, and deionized water was used
throughout.

Figure 4. The enhanced platelet responses observed in PTPN7 knockout mice are due to increased thromboxane generation. Washed mouse platelets
were pretreated with 10 �M indomethacin and stimulated with low and high concentrations of GPCR and GPVI agonists at 37 °C under stirring conditions. A,
AYPGKF (75 �M and 200 �M). B and C, quantitation of the extent of aggregation and ATP secretion in A. D, CRP (1 �g/ml and 5 �g/ml). E and F, quantitation of
extent of aggregation and ATP secretion in D. The data are representative of at least three independent experiments � S.E. No significant interaction between
agonist and genotype were found with respect to aggregation (F � 0.028, p � 0.993) or secretion (F � 0.129, p � 0.942) using two-way ANOVA. NS, not
significant.
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Human blood donors

Platelet lysates originating from human donors were used for
identification of PTPN7. Experiments involving human donors
were approved by the Temple University institutional review
board. All studies involving human subjects abided by the Dec-
laration of Helsinki principles.

Animals

PTPN7 knockout mice were obtained from the Riken
Research Institute (Japan). They were bred in the central animal
facility of Temple University Medical School. All the experi-
ments involving animals were approved by the Temple Univer-
sity Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (4567).

Isolation of mouse platelets

Mouse blood was collected as described previously (30).
Blood was drawn via cardiac puncture into a one-tenth volume
of 3.8% sodium citrate. Blood was spun at 100 � g for 10 min,
and the platelet-rich plasma was separated. The remainder of
blood was mixed with 400 �l of 3.8% sodium citrate and spun
for another 10 min at 100 � g. The resulting platelet-rich
plasma was combined, 1 �M prostaglandin E1 was added, and
samples were centrifuged for 10 min at 400 � g. Platelet-poor
plasma was removed, and the platelet pellet was resuspended in
Tyrode’s buffer (138 mM NaCl, 2.7 mM KCl, 2 mM MgCl2, 0.42
mM NaH2PO4, 5 mM glucose, 10 mM HEPES, and 0.2 units/ml

Figure 5. ERK phosphorylation is enhanced in AYPGKF-treated PTPN7 platelets in the absence of thromboxane. A and C, platelets from WT and PTPN7
KO mice were treated with or without 10 �M indomethacin and stimulated with AYPGKF (A, 200 �M) or CRP (C, 5 �g/ml). Platelet lysates were collected for
Western blot analysis and probed for pERK (Thr-202/Tyr-204). The same blot was probed with total ERK antibody as a protein loading control in each lane. B and
D, quantitation for phosphorylation of ERK. The data are representative of at least three independent experiments � S.E. *, p � 0.05; NS, not significant.

Figure 6. MEK and phospho-p38 phosphorylation remain unchanged in AYPGKF-treated PTPN7 knockout mouse platelets compared with WT
platelets. Platelets from WT and PTPN7 KO mice were treated with AYPGKF (200 �M). A and C, platelet lysates were collected for Western blot analysis and
probed for pMEK (A) and phospho-p38 (C), and the same blots were probed with total p38 antibody as a loading control. B, quantitation of phosphorylation of
MEK. D, quantitation of phosphorylation of p38. The data are representative of at least three independent experiments � S.E. NS, not significant.
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apyrase (pH 7.4)). Platelet counts were determined using a
Hemavet 950FS blood cell counter (Drew Scientific Inc., Dallas,
TX). Platelet counts were adjusted to 1.5 � 108 platelets/ml.

Aggregometry

Aggregation of 0.25 ml of washed platelets was analyzed
using a lumiaggregometer (Chrono-Log Corp. Havertown, PA).
Aggregation was measured using light transmission under stir-
ring conditions (900 rpm) at 37 °C for the indicated time.

Thromboxane generation assay

0.25 ml of washed platelets were stimulated with agonist for
3.5 min. The reaction was stopped by snap-freezing. The sam-
ples were thawed and centrifuged at 10,000 � g for 10 min to
pellet the cells, and the supernatant was diluted 1:500. The
diluted samples were used to evaluate thromboxane generation
using a TXB2 EIA kit from Enzo Life Sciences (catalog no.
ADI-901-002).

Western blotting

Platelets were stimulated with agonists or vehicle control for
the appropriate time under stirring conditions at 37 °C. The
reaction was terminated by addition of 1/10 of a volume of 6.6 N

HClO4 and placed at 4 °C. The samples were centrifuged at
10,000 � g for 5 min, and the protein precipitate was washed
with 0.5 ml of deionized water. The samples were again centri-

fuged as above, and the protein pellets were solubilized in sam-
ple buffer containing 0.1 M Tris base, 2% SDS, 1% (v/v) glycerol,
0.1% bromphenol blue, and 100 mM DTT. The samples were
incubated at 95 °C for 10 min prior to loading onto the gel.
Proteins were resolved by SDS-PAGE and transferred to a
nitrocellulose membrane (Whatman Protran, Pittsburgh, PA).
Membranes were blocked with Odyssey blocking buffer for 1 h
at room temperature, incubated overnight at 4 °C with the
desired primary antibody, and then washed four times with 1�
Tris-buffered saline and Tween 20 (TBST). Membranes were
then incubated with the appropriate secondary IR dye-labeled
antibody (1:10,000) for 60 min at room temperature and
washed four times with TBST. Membranes were imaged using a
LI-COR Odyssey IR imaging system.

Pulmonary thromboembolism

Mice were weighed, anesthetized, and injected i.v. with 400
�g/kg of collagen and 60 mg/kg epinephrine or PBS (control).
The time to cessation of respiration was recorded. Chicago Sky
Blue dye was perfused through the right ventricle of the heart.
The lungs of the mice were examined to verify that pulmonary
embolism occurred, as the dye is excluded from the lungs if
the circulation is obstructed because of thrombosis (data not
shown).

Bleeding time

Mice (4 –5 weeks old) were anesthetized using isoflurane.
Four millimeters of the tail were excised and immediately
immersed in 0.9% isotonic saline at 37 °C. The bleeding time
was defined as the time required for blood flow into the saline to
stop.

Statistical analysis

Statistical analysis was performed using either two-way
ANOVA or a Student’s t test depending on the dataset. The
method of statistical analysis is indicated in the figure legends.
p � 0.05 was considered statistically significant. Data are
expressed as mean � S.E.

Author contributions—V. V. I. and S. P. K. conceptualization; V. V. I.,
H. R., C. D., and J. C. K. data curation; V. V. I. and S. P. K. formal
analysis; V. V. I. writing-original draft; C. D. and S. P. K. supervision;
C. D., J. C. K., and S. P. K. writing-review and editing; J. C. K. and
S. P. K. funding acquisition; J. C. K. and S. P. K. methodology; S. P. K.
investigation.

Acknowledgment—We thank Monica Wright for taking care of the
PTPN7 knockout mouse colony.

References
1. Li, Z., Delaney, M. K., O’Brien, K. A., and Du, X. (2010) Signaling during

platelet adhesion and activation. Arterioscler. Thromb. Vasc. Biol. 30,
2341–2349 CrossRef Medline

2. Hamberg, M., Svensson, J., and Samuelsson, B. (1975) Thromboxanes: a
new group of biologically active compounds derived from prostaglandin
endoperoxides. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 72, 2994 –2998 CrossRef
Medline

3. FitzGerald, G. A. (1991) Mechanisms of platelet activation: thromboxane
A2 as an amplifying signal for other agonists. Am. J. Cardiol. 68, 11B–15B
CrossRef Medline

Figure 7. PTPN7 deletion is prothrombotic. A, bleeding time was measured
in WT and CD45 KO mice following excision of the distal 3 mm of the tail. B, WT
and CD45 KO mice were anesthetized and injected either with PBS or appro-
priate amounts of collagen and epinephrine, and time to cessation of respi-
ration was recorded. *, p � 0.05 (Student’s t test). The data are representative
of at least three independent experiments � S.E. NS, not significant.

PTPN7 is a negative regulator of ERK in platelets

J. Biol. Chem. (2019) 294(33) 12547–12554 12553

http://dx.doi.org/10.1161/ATVBAHA.110.207522
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21071698
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.72.8.2994
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1059088
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0002-9149(91)90379-Y
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1892057


4. Matijevic-Aleksic, N., McPhedran, P., and Wu, K. K. (1996) Bleeding dis-
order due to platelet prostaglandin H synthase-1 (PGHS-1) deficiency.
Br. J. Haematol. 92, 212–217 CrossRef Medline

5. Fitzgerald, D. J., Roy, L., Catella, F., and FitzGerald, G. A. (1986) Platelet
activation in unstable coronary disease. N. Engl. J. Med. 315, 983–989
CrossRef Medline

6. Koudstaal, P. J., Ciabattoni, G., van Gijn, J., Nieuwenhuis, H. K., de Groot,
P. G., Sixma, J. J., and Patrono, C. (1993) Increased thromboxane biosyn-
thesis in patients with acute cerebral ischemia. Stroke 24, 219 –223
CrossRef Medline

7. Gasparyan, A. Y., Watson, T., and Lip, G. Y. (2008) The role of aspirin in
cardiovascular prevention: implications of aspirin resistance. J. Am. Coll.
Cardiol. 51, 1829 –1843 CrossRef Medline

8. Shankar, H., Garcia, A., Prabhakar, J., Kim, S., and Kunapuli, S. P. (2006)
P2Y12 receptor-mediated potentiation of thrombin-induced thrombox-
ane A2 generation in platelets occurs through regulation of Erk1/2 activa-
tion. J. Thromb. Haemost. 4, 638 – 647 CrossRef Medline

9. Garcia, A., Shankar, H., Murugappan, S., Kim, S., and Kunapuli, S. P.
(2007) Regulation and functional consequences of ADP receptor-medi-
ated ERK2 activation in platelets. Biochem. J. 404, 299 –308 CrossRef
Medline

10. Garcia, A., Kim, S., Bhavaraju, K., Schoenwaelder, S. M., and Kunapuli,
S. P. (2010) Role of phosphoinositide 3-kinase � in platelet aggregation
and thromboxane A2 generation mediated by Gi signalling pathways.
Biochem. J. 429, 369 –377 CrossRef Medline

11. Börsch-Haubold, A. G., Bartoli, F., Asselin, J., Dudler, T., Kramer, R. M.,
Apitz-Castro, R., Watson, S. P., and Gelb, M. H. (1998) Identification of
the phosphorylation sites of cytosolic phospholipase A2 in agonist-stim-
ulated human platelets and HeLa cells. J. Biol. Chem. 273, 4449 – 4458
CrossRef Medline

12. Lin, L. L., Wartmann, M., Lin, A. Y., Knopf, J. L., Seth, A., and Davis, R. J.
(1993) cPLA2 is phosphorylated and activated by MAP kinase. Cell 72,
269 –278 CrossRef Medline

13. Zanke, B., Suzuki, H., Kishihara, K., Mizzen, L., Minden, M., Pawson, A.,
and Mak, T. W. (1992) Cloning and expression of an inducible lymphoid-
specific, protein tyrosine phosphatase (HePTPase). Eur. J. Immunol. 22,
235–239 CrossRef Medline

14. Zanke, B., Squire, J., Griesser, H., Henry, M., Suzuki, H., Patterson, B.,
Minden, M., and Mak, T. W. (1994) A hematopoietic protein tyrosine
phosphatase (HePTP) gene that is amplified and overexpressed in my-
eloid malignancies maps to chromosome 1q32.1. Leukemia 8, 236 –244
Medline

15. Gronda, M., Arab, S., Iafrate, B., Suzuki, H., and Zanke, B. W. (2001)
Hematopoietic protein tyrosine phosphatase suppresses extracellular
stimulus-regulated kinase activation. Mol. Cell. Biol. 21, 6851– 6858
CrossRef Medline

16. Saxena, M., Williams, S., Gilman, J., and Mustelin, T. (1998) Negative
regulation of T cell antigen receptor signal transduction by hematopoietic
tyrosine phosphatase (HePTP). J. Biol. Chem. 273, 15340 –15344 CrossRef
Medline

17. Karisch, R., Fernandez, M., Taylor, P., Virtanen, C., St-Germain, J. R., Jin,
L. L., Harris, I. S., Mori, J., Mak, T. W., Senis, Y. A., Östman, A., Moran,
M. F., and Neel, B. G. (2011) Global proteomic assessment of the clas-
sical protein-tyrosine phosphatome and “redoxome.” Cell 146,
826 – 840 CrossRef Medline

18. Burkhart, J. M., Vaudel, M., Gambaryan, S., Radau, S., Walter, U., Martens,
L., Geiger, J., Sickmann, A., and Zahedi, R. P. (2012) The first comprehen-
sive and quantitative analysis of human platelet protein composition al-
lows the comparative analysis of structural and functional pathways.
Blood 120, e73– e82 CrossRef Medline

19. McAlees, J. W., and Sanders, V. M. (2009) Hematopoietic protein tyrosine
phosphatase mediates �2-adrenergic receptor-induced regulation of p38
mitogen-activated protein kinase in B lymphocytes. Mol. Cell. Biol. 29,
675– 686 CrossRef Medline

20. Roger, S., Pawlowski, M., Habib, A., Jandrot-Perrus, M., Rosa, J. P., and
Bryckaert, M. (2004) Costimulation of the Gi-coupled ADP receptor and
the Gq-coupled TXA2 receptor is required for ERK2 activation in colla-
gen-induced platelet aggregation. FEBS Lett. 556, 227–235 CrossRef
Medline

21. Nadal-Wollbold, F., Pawlowski, M., Lévy-Toledano, S., Berrou, E., Rosa,
J. P., and Bryckaert, M. (2002) Platelet ERK2 activation by thrombin is
dependent on calcium and conventional protein kinases C but not Raf-1
or B-Raf. FEBS Lett. 531, 475– 482 CrossRef Medline

22. Tulasne, D., Bori, T., and Watson, S. P. (2002) Regulation of RAS in human
platelets: evidence that activation of RAS is not sufficient to lead to
ERK1–2 phosphorylation. Eur. J. Biochem. 269, 1511–1517 CrossRef
Medline

23. Pettiford, S. M., and Herbst, R. (2003) The protein tyrosine phosphatase
HePTP regulates nuclear translocation of ERK2 and can modulate mega-
karyocytic differentiation of K562 cells. Leukemia 17, 366 –378 CrossRef
Medline

24. Papkoff, J., Chen, R. H., Blenis, J., and Forsman, J. (1994) p42 mitogen-
activated protein kinase and p90 ribosomal S6 kinase are selectively phos-
phorylated and activated during thrombin-induced platelet activation and
aggregation. Mol. Cell. Biol. 14, 463– 472 CrossRef Medline

25. Kramer, R. M., Roberts, E. F., Strifler, B. A., and Johnstone, E. M. (1995)
Thrombin induces activation of p38 MAP kinase in human platelets.
J. Biol. Chem. 270, 27395–27398 CrossRef Medline

26. Börsch-Haubold, A. G., Kramer, R. M., and Watson, S. P. (1997) Phos-
phorylation and activation of cytosolic phospholipase A2 by 38-kDa mitogen-
activated protein kinase in collagen-stimulated human platelets. Eur.
J. Biochem. 245, 751–759 CrossRef Medline

27. Saklatvala, J., Rawlinson, L., Waller, R. J., Sarsfield, S., Lee, J. C., Morton,
L. F., Barnes, M. J., and Farndale, R. W. (1996) Role for p38 mitogen-
activated protein kinase in platelet aggregation caused by collagen or a
thromboxane analogue. J. Biol. Chem. 271, 6586 – 6589 CrossRef Medline

28. Kramer, R. M., Roberts, E. F., Um, S. L., Börsch-Haubold, A. G., Watson,
S. P., Fisher, M. J., and Jakubowski, J. A. (1996) p38 mitogen-activated
protein kinase phosphorylates cytosolic phospholipase A2 (cPLA2) in
thrombin-stimulated platelets: evidence that proline-directed phosphor-
ylation is not required for mobilization of arachidonic acid by cPLA2.
J. Biol. Chem. 271, 27723–27729 CrossRef Medline

29. Kuliopulos, A., Mohanlal, R., and Covic, L. (2004) Effect of selective inhi-
bition of the p38 MAP kinase pathway on platelet aggregation. Thromb.
Haemost. 92, 1387–1393 CrossRef Medline

30. Badolia, R., Manne, B. K., Dangelmaier, C., Chernoff, J., and Kunapuli, S. P.
(2015) Gq-mediated Akt translocation to the membrane: a novel PIP3-
independent mechanism in platelets. Blood 125, 175–184 CrossRef
Medline

PTPN7 is a negative regulator of ERK in platelets

12554 J. Biol. Chem. (2019) 294(33) 12547–12554

http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2141.1996.279813.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8562397
http://dx.doi.org/10.1056/NEJM198610163151602
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/3531859
http://dx.doi.org/10.1161/01.STR.24.2.219
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8421822
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2007.11.080
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18466797
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1538-7836.2006.01789.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16460446
http://dx.doi.org/10.1042/BJ20061584
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17298299
http://dx.doi.org/10.1042/BJ20100166
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20441566
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.273.8.4449
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9468497
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0092-8674(93)90666-E
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8381049
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/eji.1830220134
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1530918
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8309248
http://dx.doi.org/10.1128/MCB.21.20.6851-6858.2001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11564869
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.273.25.15340
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9624114
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2011.07.020
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21884940
http://dx.doi.org/10.1182/blood-2012-04-416594
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22869793
http://dx.doi.org/10.1128/MCB.01466-08
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19047375
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0014-5793(03)01430-3
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14706855
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0014-5793(02)03587-1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12435596
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1432-1033.2002.02798.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11874466
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/sj.leu.2402767
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12592337
http://dx.doi.org/10.1128/MCB.14.1.463
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8264614
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.270.46.27395
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7499191
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1432-1033.1997.t01-1-00751.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9183015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.271.12.6586
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8636072
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.271.44.27723
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8910365
http://dx.doi.org/10.1160/TH04-03-0187
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15583748
http://dx.doi.org/10.1182/blood-2014-05-576306
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25331114

	The protein tyrosine phosphatase PTPN7 is a negative regulator of ERK activation and thromboxane generation in platelets
	Results
	PTPN7 is expressed in mouse and human platelets
	PTPN7 deficiency results in enhanced platelet functional responses
	Inhibition of thromboxane generation normalizes PTPN7 knockout platelet responses
	ERK is hyperphosphorylated in PTPN7 knockout mouse platelets
	PTPN7 KO mice have impaired thrombosis

	Discussion
	Antibodies and reagents
	Human blood donors
	Animals
	Isolation of mouse platelets
	Aggregometry
	Thromboxane generation assay

	Western blotting
	Pulmonary thromboembolism
	Bleeding time
	Statistical analysis
	References

