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Editor’s note: This
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Graphic Medicine

piece is a commentary
on communication

in medicine, health
literacy, and how far

we sometimes are from
our patients in oral
communication. This
story is loosely based on
the physician-author’s
own experience of being
diagnosed with bone
cancer at age 15. At

a writing retreat, she
was encouraged to
draw her story—pairing
words with images.

It is a malignant tumor of the
right distal femur +/- metastasis
to the pulmonary parenchyma.

What s the
pulmonary ,
parenchyma?) [/,

It is a malignant tumor of the
right distal femur +/-
metastasis to the lungs.
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Whatis
metasasis? | /

Dr. Bonesawyer Cassidy Hopalong
Physician in training 15 years old
Effort 3 (Effort4)

the right distal femur +/-

Itis a malignant tumor of
spread to the lungs.

It is a malignant tumor of the
right distal femur with

unknown spread to the lungs.
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Whatis a
distal femur?
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(Effort5 ) (Effort 6 ]

It is a malignant tumor of the
right knee with unknown spread E:S a malignant growth of trﬂ
to the lungs. right knee with unknown
spread to the lungs.
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What does
malignant
mean?

] 0
Dr. Bonesawyer
(itis a cancerous growth of Physician in training
the right knee with unknown
Sread to the lungs.
L *SIGH*
Who does | wish my last
1T belong
to? name was
Rhinoplast.
'
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