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Enterobacteriaceae? Enterobacterales? What Should We Call
Enteric Gram-Negative Bacilli? A Micro-Comic Strip

KEYWORDS clinical microbiology

he taxonomy of bacteria is frequently improved as our understanding of their
phylogeny increases. What is the correct way to refer to the bacteria we casually call
“enteric Gram-negative bacilli” (1)? Read the comic to find out.
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I’'m confused about
what to call enteric
Gram-negative bacilli.  It’s so simple!
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We used to refer to these as the family
Enterobacteriaceae, but now they
make up seven different families. We
should talk about the order instead.

'/

The order ‘Enterobacteriales’ was
suggested, but it was not validly
published and did not follow the rules of
nomenclature. The accepted name for
the order is Enterobacterales, with no i.
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Yeah, that was simple. So call
them Enterobacterales, right?

\ It’s an order!
Please stop. /
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