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To the Editor: Taravilla et al. (1) observed muco-
cutaneous manifestations of 6 children with enterovi-
rus, and “the main manifestation was petechial rash
on the extremities.” This finding is unusual for en-
terovirus A71 (EV-A71) infections. Cutaneous mani-
festations of EV-A71 are reported as vesicular skin le-
sions, not purpura (2). It is important that physicians
distinguish between petechial and vesicular rashes
because petechial rashes in children are linked to
other infectious agents, including parvovirus B19 and
(especially within the context of encephalitis) Neisse-
ria meningitidis. A precise dermatologic description
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is necessary for a correct clinical diagnosis. A too-
rapid clinical examination might result in confusion
between vesicular rash and petechial rash, especially
when vesicles are very small. To avoid confusion,
the authors should have provided high-quality clini-
cal photos of the rashes, skin biopsy results, or both
before considering EV-A71 as a new cause of febrile
petechial rash in children.
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