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Letter to the Editor 

The strategies for the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

in Taiwan: A different tale 
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ear editor, 

We read with interest the paper by De Deyn et al. 1 dis-

ussing the early strategies of the Hong Kong Special Adminis-

rative Region (HKSAR) and Singapore in the Coronavirus Disease

019 (COVID-19) pandemic with reference to the report by Cheng

t al. 2 We agree that both countries contained the first wave of im-

orted cases well by effective measures. De Deyn et al. have men-

ioned the key difference of the date of implementation of social-

istancing measures and closures earlier (January 2020) in HKSAR

nd later in Singapore (April 2020). With a similar earlier strategy

f not advising compulsory face mask-wearing, wearing a mask be-

ame mandatory for people while going out which is regulated by

ough laws since first-time offenders would be fined in Singapore. 

Taiwan, similar to Singapore and HKSAR with developed

conomies, a high trade-to-gross domestic product (GDP) ratio, and

dvanced healthcare systems, has successfully managed the ongo-

ng pandemic so far. The first COVID −19 case was reported in

aiwan on 21 January 2020, 3 two days earlier than 23 January

020, in Singapore. The proactive and effective measures to pre-

ent human-to-human transmission of COVID-19 as described in

he recent report by Wang et al. has been implemented in Tai-

an. 4 In addition to the very early measures including border con-

rol and entry quarantine system, case identification and contact-

racing policy, and educating public, we believe that the most ef-

ective and important policy is the maintaining of physical distance

nd the compulsory use of face mask for the general population

hich may play the most important role in preventing the trans-

ission of COVID-19. In fact, there is a growing outbreak in Singa-

ore 1 , 5 and HKSAR, 6 and as of 26 July 2020, there have been 458

aboratory-confirmed patients, of the 80,449 tested people, with 7

eaths reported in Taiwan. 3 It is noteworthy that there is no in-

igenous case (total 55) in Taiwan since 13 April 2020, with all

ew patients being imported cases after that date. In Taiwan, the

olicy of school closures has been implemented only if any COVID-

9 cases of students and staff present in a single school. 3 Unlike

ingapore, HKSAR and most countries with universal closure of

chools, Taiwan has only had two schools closed for 14 days. These

pplaudable experiences in effectively combating the outbreak of

OVID-19 are believed to be attributed to the effective measures

ncluding continuing to implement policies of maintaining physical

istance and wearing masks in Taiwan. 

In countries in Asia, people are used to wearing a face mask in

aily life for reasons not related to the protection of the transmis-

ion of diseases. However, people in other Continents do not accept

earing a mask except for those who may be sick or have been in-

ected. If the preventive effects of a mask are definitely confirmed,
ttps://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinf.2020.08.007 
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t is not surprising that wearing a mask by a healthy individual

ill prevent the transmission from a sick patient. In fact, the pro-

ection of the mask from getting infected by other sick patients

ave been generally accepted in health-care workers. US Centers

or Disease Control and Prevention has recommended all people 2

ears of age and older wear a cloth face covering in public set-

ings and when around people who don’t live in your household,

specially when other social distancing measures are difficult to

aintain. 7 Another important issue is the shortage of masks for all

eople in a country and the derived problem of elevated price and

he fear of the lack of masks. Currently, surgical masks are critical

upplies that should continue to be reserved for healthcare work-

rs and other medical first responders, as recommended by current

DC guidance. 7 Taiwan’s proactive measures including resource al-

ocation by the ban on exports of surgical masks very early (24

anuary 2020), increasing the production capacity of surgical mask

anufacturers, and assuming powers to requisition surgical masks

t fixed prices are experiences deserved notice all over the world.

ith more than four million COVID-19 cases reported in the US

o far 5 , President Donald Trump recently has tweeted an image of

imself wearing a face mask, even though not a surgical mask, and

ndirectly called the act "patriotic". 8 Unlike Taiwan and Singapore

aking mask-wearing a legal requirement, we believe that leaders

f other countries must assume the responsibility of encouraging

ask-wearing. 

eclaration of Competing Interest 

None. 

RediT authorship contribution statement 

Chia-Yen Dai: Writing - original draft, Writing - review & edit-

ng. 

cknowledgements 

Authors thank all members and contributors in Taiwan Centers

or Disease Control and Taiwan Central Epidemic Command Center.

eferences 

. De Deyn MLZQ , Ng QX , Loke W , Yeo WS . A tale of two cities: a comparison

of Hong Kong and Singapore’s early strategies for the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19). J Infect 2020(June) 25:S0163-4453(20)30439-4. . 

. Cheng VC , Wong SC , Chuang VW , So SY , Chen JH , Sridhar S , To KK , Chan JF ,
Hung IF , Ho PL , Yuen KY . The role of community-wide wearing of face mask

for control of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) epidemic due to SARS-CoV-2.

J Infect 2020; 81 (July(1)):107–14 . 
. Taiwan Centers for Disease Control. Press release. 2020. https://www.cdc.gov.tw/

En . 
. Wang CJ, Ng CY, Brook RH. Response to COVID-19 in Taiwan: big data analytics,

new technology, and proactive testing. JAMA 2020. doi: 10.1001/jama.2020.3151 . 
. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinf.2020.08.007
http://www.ScienceDirect.com
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/jinf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.jinf.2020.08.007&domain=pdf
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0163-4453(20)30542-9/sbref0002
https://www.cdc.gov.tw/En
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2020.3151
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinf.2020.08.007


e44 Letter to the Editor / Journal of Infection 82 (2021) e43–e44 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Coronavirus disease (COVID-2019) situation reports-188. 2020. https:
//www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/ 

20200726- covid- 19- sitrep- 188.pdf?sfvrsn=f177c3fa _ 2 
6. https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/china- hong- kong- sar . 2020. 

7. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), Centers for disease control and preven-
tion. 2020. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent- getting- sick/

cloth- face- cover- guidance.html?CDC _ AA _ refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc. 
gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent- getting- sick%2Fcloth- face- cover. 

html#surgical-masks 

8. https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/20/politics/donald- trump- mask- tweet/index. 
html . 2020. 

Chia-Yen Dai

Department of Internal Medicine, Kaohsiung Medical University

Hospital, Kaohsiung Medical University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

Department of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Kaohsiung

Medical University Hospital, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

School of Medicine, College of Medicine, Kaohsiung Medical

University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan
Ting-Hsuan Dai

School of Medicine, National Taiwan University College of Medicine,

Taipei City, Taiwan

Hsin-Yun Ho

Weill Cornell Medicine, New York, NY, United States

Chi-Kung Ho ∗

Department of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Kaohsiung

Medical University Hospital, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

Department of Public Health, College of Health Science, Kaohsiung

Medical University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

The Deputy Minister, Ministry of Health and Welfare, Taiwan

∗Corresponding author at: Department of Public Health, College

of Health Science, Kaohsiung Medical University, Kaohsiung,

Taiwan.

E-mail address: hochikung@yahoo.com (C.-K. Ho)

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200726-covid-19-sitrep-188.pdf?sfvrsn=f177c3fa_2
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/china-hong-kong-sar
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fcloth-face-cover.html#surgical-masks
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/20/politics/donald-trump-mask-tweet/index.html
mailto:hochikung@yahoo.com

