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The 2019 coronavirus disease (COVID-19) started in China in
December 2019, and it rapidly spread throughout China and
has become a global pandemic. As COVID-19 has rapidly
spread, it has caused deaths, disrupted millions of lives and
commerce, and produced sleep and psychological problems.1

To assess changes in sleep and psychological reactions in
people free of COVID-19 infection during the COVID-19
outbreak, we conducted an online survey between February 5
and 19, 2020. A total of 3,637 participants with a mean age of
34.46 ± 9.62 years (range,18–76 years) and 63% women from
all 31 provinces in mainland China were included. All included
participants finished a retrospective survey for assessing in-
somnia, anxiety, and depressive symptoms before the COVID-
19 outbreak (January 6–20, 2020) using the Insomnia Severity
Index, Generalized Anxiety Disorder-7, and Patient Health
Questionnaire-9. The same questionnaires were used to assess
corresponding symptoms during the COVID-19 outbreak (after
January 21, 2020). Self-reported time in bed, total sleep time,
bedtime, and wakeup time were also assessed. COVID-19
outbreak–related stress was assessed using the Impact of Event
Scale-Revised questionnaire. We chose January 21, 2020 as the
cutoff because person-to-person transmission of COVID-19 was
confirmed, and cities were gradually shutdown after that date.

During the COVID-19 outbreak, we found the prevalence
of insomnia increased significantly (Insomnia Severity Index
> 7, 26.2% vs 33.7%, P < .001); 13.6% and 12.5% of partici-
pants developed new-onset insomnia and worsened insomnia
symptoms based on Insomnia Severity Index, respectively.
Furthermore, lengths of time in bed (485.5 ± 72.6 vs 531.5 ±
94.2 minutes) and total sleep time (432.8 ± 65.6 vs 466.9 ± 95.6
minutes) increased significantly, and SE (88.5% vs 86.8%)
decreased significantly. Delayed bedtime (25.6 ± 66.3 minutes)
and wakeup time (71.7 ± 89.5 minutes) were also observed.
Moreover, 17.6% of participants reported COVID-19–related
stress (Impact of Event Scale-Revised ≥ 24), and the prevalence
of anxiety (Generalized Anxiety Disorder-7 > 4, 16.1% vs
27.5%) and depression (Patient Health Questionnaire-9 > 4,
22.7%vs 31.2%) increased significantly (allP< .001). Findings
of a multivariate logistic regression model suggested that
worsened insomnia during the COVID-19 outbreak was sig-
nificantly associated with women (odds ratio [OR] = 1.52),

mental illness (OR = 1.63), COVID-19–related stress (OR =
1.40), increased severity of anxiety (OR = 1.15), and depressive
(OR=1.28) symptoms and prolonged time in bed (>60minutes,
OR = 1.30) during the outbreak (all P < .05).

Our findings suggest that insomnia is highly prevalent and
associated with COVID-19 outbreak–related psychological
reactions and poor sleep hygiene in individuals who are free
of COVID-19 infection. The marked anxiety and depressive
symptoms during the outbreak could be associated with fear of
getting infected and the rapidly increasing number of cases.2,3

In addition, it also could be associated with economic-related
stress, social distance restrictions, travel restrictions, changes
in daily life, mental illness, and female sex.

Our data demonstrate that, in addition to efforts focused on the
prevention and treatment of COVID-19, the widespread psycho-
logical and insomnia problems in the general population also
need to be addressed at the early phase of outbreak.1,4 This may be
at least partially achieved by establishing a nationwide online
psychological and sleep management and intervention system
to prevent and mitigate the immediate and long-term effects of
significant traumatic events on psychological health and sleep.

CITATION

Li Y, Qin Q, Sun Q, Sanford LD, Vgontzas AN, Tang X. In-
somnia and psychological reactions during the COVID-19
outbreak in China. J Clin Sleep Med. 2020;16(8):1417–1418.

REFERENCES

1. Xiang YT, Yang Y, Li W, et al. Timely mental health care for the 2019
novel coronavirus outbreak is urgently needed. Lancet Psychiatry.
2020;7(3):228–229.

2. National Health Commission of People’s Republic of China. http://
www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqfkdt/gzbd_index.shtml. Accessed March 1, 2020.

3. The Novel Coronavirus Pneumonia Emergency Response Epidemiology Team,
Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention. The epidemiological
characteristics of an outbreak of 2019 novel coronavirus diseases (COVID-19) in
China. China J Epidemiol. 2020;41(2):145–151.

4. Liu S, Yang L, Zhang C, et al. Online mental health services in China during the
COVID-19 outbreak. Lancet Psychiatry. 2020;7(4):E17–E18.

Journal of Clinical Sleep Medicine, Vol. 16, No. 8 August 15, 20201417

https:/ /doi.org/10.5664/jcsm.8524

http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqfkdt/gzbd_index.shtml
http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqfkdt/gzbd_index.shtml
https://doi.org/10.5664/jcsm.8524


SUBMISSION & CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION

Submitted for publication April 17, 2020
Submitted in final revised form April 21, 2020
Accepted for publication April 22, 2020
Address correspondence to: Yun Li, MD, Sleep Medicine Center, Mental Health
Center, Shantou University Medical College, 22 Xin Ling Rd., Shantou, Guangdong
Province 15041, China; Tel: +86 754-82902709; Fax: +86 754-82902709;
Email: s_liyun@stu.edu.cn

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

All authors have seen and approved the manuscript. This study was funded by National
Natural Science Foundation of China Grants 81970087 and 81530002, Young Elite
Scientists Sponsorship Program by CAST Grant YESS20160072, Medical Science
Foundation of Guangdong Provence Grant A2018296, and Grant for Key Disciplinary
Project of Clinical Medicine under the Guangdong High-level University Development
Program and Department of Educational of Guangdong Province (2017KTSCX065
and 2020KZDZX1084). The authors report no conflicts of interest.

Journal of Clinical Sleep Medicine, Vol. 16, No. 8 August 15, 20201418

Y Li, Q Qin, Q Sun, et al. Letter to the editor

mailto:s_liyun@stu.edu.cn

	Insomnia and psychological reactions during the COVID-19 outbreak in China

