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Picture 1.

Picture 2.

A 70-year-old man with rheumatoid arthritis and intersti-
tial pneumonia presented to our hospital with swelling of
the right third finger (Picture 1). His past medical history
was significant, with pulmonary tuberculosis and diabetes
mellitus secondary to oral prednisolone treatment. An X-ray
of the right hand showed osteolysis of the distal phalange

(Picture 2A). Chest computed tomography revealed intersti-
tial pneumonia and a cavitary lesion in the right lower lung
(Picture 2B). A biopsy of the phalange revealed squamous
cell carcinoma and other examinations, including a test for
tuberculosis, were negative. Subsequently, sputum cytology
also showed squamous cell carcinoma, which was compat-
ible with acrometastasis of lung cancer. Acrometastasis, de-
fined as bone metastasis located distal to the elbow and
knee, accounts for 0.1% of all metastatic bone lesions (1).
Although acrometastasis is infrequent, clinicians should be
aware of this type of metastasis because it is sometimes dif-
ficult to distinguish with tuberculous dactylitis and other os-
teomyelitis in patients with undiagnosed cancer (1, 2).
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