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To the editors:
We thank Drs. Simone and Mancusi for their thoughtful

comments. We completely agree that perhaps the most important
contribution of our study is the simple clinical and laboratory
criteria we used to identify patients with COVID-19 who may
benefit from anti-inflammatory treatments

As they eruditely point out, the stage of COVID-19 infection
–ranging from early infection, to COVID-CS, to consolidated,
irreversible tissue damage–appears to modify the effectiveness
of anti-inflammatory, anti-viral and immune potentiating treat-
ments. This effect modification by stage needs to be reported, and
carefully considered when extrapolating results from randomized
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2020.09.1455
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controlled trials, case series and observational studies into clinical
practice.
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