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Correction to: Scientific Reports https​://doi.org/10.1038/s4159​8-020-69785​-3, published online 30 July 2020

The original version of this Article contained errors in the Abstract.

“Antenatal magnesium sulfate (MgSO4) treatment is widely used for fetal neuroprotection in women at risk 
of preterm delivery. However, some studies have recently suggested that in utero MgSO4 exposure is associ-
ated with an increased risk of necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC). This study aimed to investigate the association 
between antenatal MgSO4 treatment and risk of NEC. This retrospective cohort study included 756 infants born 
at 24‒31 weeks’ gestation. Subjects were classified into three groups: period 1, when MgSO4 treatment protocol 
for fetal neuroprotection was not adopted (n = 267); period 2, when the protocol was adopted (n = 261); and 
period 3, when the protocol was withdrawn because of concern of risk of NEC (n = 228). Rates of NEC (≥ stage 
2b) were analyzed according to time period and exposure to antenatal MgSO4. Significant difference in the rate 
of NEC was not found across the three time periods (2.6% vs. 6.5% vs. 4.8% in periods 1, 2 and 3, respectively, 
p = 0.103). The rate of NEC was comparable between the infants exposed and unexposed to antenatal MgSO4 
(5.1% vs. 3.6%, p = 0.369). These results showed that antenatal MgSO4 treatment was not associated with risk of 
NEC in our study population.’’

now reads:

“Antenatal magnesium sulfate (MgSO4) treatment is widely used for fetal neuroprotection in women at risk 
of preterm delivery. However, some studies have recently suggested that in utero MgSO4 exposure is associ-
ated with an increased risk of necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC). This study aimed to investigate the association 
between antenatal MgSO4 treatment and risk of NEC. This retrospective cohort study included 756 infants born 
at 24‒31 weeks’ gestation. Subjects were classified into three groups: period 1, when MgSO4 treatment protocol 
for fetal neuroprotection was not adopted (n = 267); period 2, when the protocol was adopted (n = 261); and 
period 3, when the protocol was withdrawn because of concern of risk of NEC (n = 228). Rates of NEC (≥ stage 
2b) were analyzed according to time period and exposure to antenatal MgSO4. Significant difference in the rate 
of NEC was not found across the three time periods (2.6% vs. 6.5% vs. 4.8% in periods 1, 2 and 3, respectively, 
p = 0.103). The rate of NEC was comparable between the infants unexposed and exposed to antenatal MgSO4 
(5.1% vs. 3.6%, p = 0.369). These results showed that antenatal MgSO4 treatment was not associated with risk of 
NEC in our study population.’’

These errors have now been corrected in the PDF and HTML versions of the Article.
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Open Access   This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the 
Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from 
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creat​iveco​mmons​.org/licen​ses/by/4.0/.
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