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ABSTRACT

In Indonesia, pneumococcal disease represents
a considerable public health concern; however,
published data on the epidemiology, nasopha-
ryngeal carriage, serotype prevalence, and
antibiotic resistance of Streptococcus pneumoniae
in this region are limited. Therefore, this article
reviews the available data from a variety of
sources and also summarizes pneumococcal
conjugate vaccine implementation and recom-
mendations in Indonesia and subsequent
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impact on pneumococcal disease. Regional
pneumococcal vaccination recommendations
in Asia were also reviewed. Studies showed that
pneumococcal nasopharyngeal carriage preva-
lence in Indonesia was approximately 43% to
55% in healthy children aged less than 5 years,
which varied by age group, region, and year.
Serotype analysis of pneumococcal nasopha-
ryngeal carriage isolates in Indonesia revealed
that 38% to 60% of isolates would be covered by
the 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine
(PCV13). The antimicrobial resistance of pneu-
mococcal disease has increased over time;
between 1997 and 2012, resistance to penicillin
and sulfamethoxazole increased from 0% to
28% and 9% to 62%, respectively. Inclusion of
pneumococcal conjugate vaccines into immu-
nization programs is being implemented grad-
ually. In 2017, Indonesia implemented a
regional PCV13 immunization program in
Lombok with a 2 4+ 1 vaccination schedule that
was expanded in 2018-2019 to West Nusa
Tenggara and Bangka Belitung Provinces; this
expansion is predicted to substantially reduce
the burden of pneumococcal disease in
Indonesia. Overall, the limited data available
regarding pneumococcal disease in Indonesia
highlight the unmet need for comprehensive
disease surveillance studies in this region that
can help direct vaccination strategies.
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Pneumococcal disease (PD) causes a
substantial health burden in Indonesia.

Pneumococcal nasopharyngeal carriage
prevalence is approximately 43%-55% in
healthy Indonesian children aged less
than 5 years.

Serotype analysis of pneumococcal
nasopharyngeal carriage isolates revealed
that 38%-60% of isolates would be
covered by the 13-valent pneumococcal
conjugate vaccine.

Vaccination is vital to decrease antibiotic
resistance, which has been shown in PD.

Vaccination with pneumococcal
conjugate vaccines was introduced in
Indonesia as a regional immunization
program in 2017 with the goal of reducing
the incidence of PD in children.

INTRODUCTION

Streptococcus pneumoniae is a leading cause of
invasive bacterial diseases, such as bacteremic
pneumonia, meningitis, and sepsis, and poses a
significant health concern in industrialized and
nonindustrialized countries [1]. Globally,
pneumococcal diseases are estimated to cause
11% of all deaths among children aged 1 to
59 months who are HIV-negative; this estimate
is likely to be lower than the true mortality
owing to an overestimation of deaths averted by
vaccine introduction [2]. Pneumococcal pneu-
monia is estimated to represent more than 95%
of all pneumococcal disease cases and estimated
to have occurred in 8.9 million children world-
wide in 2015. Case fatality rates (CFRs) due to
pneumococcal pneumonia range from 1% to

6% depending on the region, with Southeast
Asia having the highest numbers of patients
affected [2]. Globally, an estimated 83,900 cases
of pneumococcal meningitis and 326,000 cases
of invasive non-pneumonia, non-meningitis
(i.e., sepsis and other invasive pneumococcal
diseases, IPDs) occurred between 2000 and 2015
[2].

Bacterial colonization of the nasopharynx
precedes pneumococcal disease, an event that
typically occurs in the absence of any dis-
cernible symptoms [1, 3]. Once bacteria are
established in the nasopharynx, they can be
transmitted by aerosolized droplets and colo-
nized in a new host. The bacteria can also tra-
verse the mucosal barrier to cause acute otitis
media and/or enter the bloodstream, leading to
IPD [1, 3]. Thus, nasopharyngeal carriage (NPC)
prevalence data are also important considera-
tions in controlling pneumococcal disease in
the community.

Currently, more than 90 pneumococcal ser-
otypes are identified, and a subset of these are
associated with most IPD cases worldwide [1].
Pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCVs) tar-
geting 7, 10, or 13 of these serotypes and a
nonconjugate pneumococcal polysaccharide
vaccine targeting 23 serotypes have been effec-
tive in reducing IPD incidence; accordingly, the
prevalence and distribution of disease-causing
serotypes have changed over time [4]. Due
largely to vaccination, estimated IPD-associated
deaths in children aged less than 35 years
decreased globally from 735,000 in 2000 to
294,000 in 2015 [2]. Although this represents a
51% decline in deaths among children between
2000 and 2015, less conservative estimates
report as many as 515,000 deaths in 2015 [2].
Thus, a significant pneumococcal disease bur-
den remains, particularly in developing coun-
tries, and PCVs are important to reduce
pneumococcal disease-associated deaths [1].
Identifying specific serotypes responsible for
pneumococcal disease in different regions is a
public health priority and requires continued
surveillance [4].

Indonesia accounts for a substantial disease
burden within Asia and is estimated to repre-
sent 3% of global pneumococcal disease cases
[S]. However, there are limited published data of
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pneumococcal disease in Indonesia. Thus, this
review summarizes available data on pneumo-
coccal disease epidemiology, NPC, serotype
prevalence, antibiotic resistance, and vaccine
coverage in Indonesia, as well as considering
regional pneumococcal vaccination recom-
mendations in Asia. The available studies on
pneumococcal disease burden were also briefly
reviewed and highlight the unmet need for
comprehensive disease surveillance studies in
Indonesia that can help direct successful pneu-
mococcal vaccine strategies.

METHODS

A literature search for this narrative review was
performed using PubMed. Search terms of
(pneumoco*) AND (Indonesia) AND (epidemi-
ology OR burden OR carriage OR colonization
OR antibiotic resistance OR AMR OR vaccina-
tion OR immunization) and limited for English-
language articles published after January 1,
2000, were used. This search strategy retrieved
31 articles out of which 13 were relevant to the
topics covered in this review. When necessary,
references cited in the retrieved publications
were used; authors and/or experts in the field
were also contacted as needed. In addition,
references from the authors’ personal files and
data from the Ministry of Health Indonesia and
other regulatory agencies when topically rele-
vant and helpful for discussion were reviewed.
This article is based on previously conducted
studies and does not contain any studies with
human participants or animals performed by
any of the authors.

BURDEN OF PNEUMOCOCCAL
DISEASES IN INDONESIA

Indonesia currently does not conduct routine
surveillance for bacterial respiratory diseases [6]
and as such the overall incidence of pneumo-
coccal disease in Indonesia has not been
reported. Estimates of pneumococcal disease
have relied on studies examining the disease
burden among Indonesian children. Modeling
studies suggest a significant pneumococcal

disease burden in Indonesia. For example, a
systematic review using an epidemiological
model estimated that of 21,578,876 children
aged 0 to 4years in Indonesia, 3,918,360
(18.2%) suffered from pneumonia in 2010,
14.3% of which was caused by S. pneumoniae [7].
This was the third highest number of pneumo-
nia cases among Southeast Asian countries.
Death due to pneumonia was estimated in 6311
children, corresponding to a CFR of 2.3% in this
population. A recent study of annual-modeled
country-specific estimates reported 585,770
cases of pneumococcal pneumonia in Indone-
sian children aged 1 to 59 months and 7221
pneumonia deaths, 796 meningitis deaths, and
708 non-pneumonia, non-meningitis deaths
due to S. pneumoniae in 2015 [2].

A 2008-2009 hospital-based surveillance
study among children aged 28 days to less than
60 months in Surabaya and Bandung estimated
the percentage of IPD cases as 0.5% (5/1040)
and 0.4% (2/466), respectively) [8, 9]. The
serotypes causing IPD were 14, 23F, and 5 in
Surabaya and 14 and 23F in Bandung [8, 9].In a
small prospective study in two academic referral
hospitals in Jakarta, of the 205 patients hospi-
talized with pneumonia, meningitis, sepsis, or
suspected occult bacteremia, 1 (0.5%) had
blood-culture-positive S. pneumoniae serotype 7F
[10]. However, it is important to note that
preculture antibiotic use and/or the significant
presence of contaminant organisms in study
specimens may have affected the IPD burden
reported within these studies [8-10]. Further,
these hospital-based studies are geographically
limited and thus might not fully represent the
nationwide pneumococcal disease burden in
Indonesian children.

All-cause pneumonia is a leading cause of
death in children in Indonesia [11], with the
country ranking the sixth highest globally for
new childhood pneumonia cases per year and
approximately 6 million new cases predicted
annually [12]. All-cause pneumonia is common
among Indonesian children and was estimated
to occur in 505,331 children aged less than
5 years in 2018 [13]. The reported nationwide
CFR in children aged less than S years was
0.08% in 2018, with rates as low as 0% in Jambi,
South Sumatera, Riau, DKI Jakarta (Special
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Capital City Region), Central Kalimantan,
Southeast Sulawesi, Maluku, and Papua and as
high as 4.73% in West Kalimantan. However, it
should be noted that the availability of surveil-
lance data varied greatly across provinces and
was considerably low in some provinces [13].
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
reported in 2015 that approximately 25,000
deaths among Indonesian children aged less
than 5 years could be attributed to all-cause
pneumonia [14]. In a study that derived pneu-
monia incidence rates for the 2007 Indonesian
birth cohort from a randomized vaccine probe
study conducted in Lombok, it was estimated
that of 4.2 million children, pneumonia would
develop in 5,674,350 children and cause
103,407 deaths during the first 5 years of life
without vaccination [15]. A retrospective study
from 2010 to 2011 identified 949 suspected
pneumonia cases in hospitalized children aged
less than Syears in the city of Bandung,
accounting for 18.0% of all hospitalizations for
that age group [16]. More recently, a 2019 sys-
tematic analysis indicated pneumonia inci-
dence in Indonesian children aged less than
5 years had decreased between 2000 and 2015,
from 487 per 1000 population to 326 per 1000
population [17]. Data for other age groups are
more limited, but one study estimated that the
2010 rate of all-cause pneumonia diagnosed
among Indonesian hospitalized patients of any
age was 1.5% [18]. However, it should be noted
that stakeholders estimated that an overall
pneumonia incidence rate of 10% (rather than
the reported 1.5%) more closely reflected their
clinical experience [18].

Prevalence of Nasopharyngeal Carriage
in Indonesia

Several studies among healthy Indonesian
children reported a consistently high NPC
prevalence despite variation in regions and
dates (Table 1). The most recent study in this
population, conducted in 2017 in children aged
less than 5 years, reported NPC rates of 55%,
ranging from 31.2% in Gunungkidul to 84.5%
in Southwest Sumba, with the differences
thought to be attributed to variability in

characteristics in the two populations [6]. In a
2012 study in Central Lombok Regency of 1200
children aged 2 to 60 months, variation in NPC
prevalence was observed among villages, rang-
ing from 39% to 52% [19]. Another study in
West Java reported higher prevalence of NPC in
rural compared with wurban communities
(49.3% vs 36.9%). A 2016 study in children aged
1 to 2 years also documented provincial varia-
tion, reporting rates ranging from approxi-
mately 35% in the city of Padang to 64% in the
city of Bandung [20].

NPC prevalence in Indonesia also varied by
age group. A study from Lombok reported that
NPC prevalence was significantly higher among
children aged 24 months or younger (53%)
compared with other age groups (aged 25-48
months, 39%; aged 49-72 months, 37%;
P =0.001) [19]. A study published in 2006
tracked 108 newborns in Bandung to determine
changes in NPC prevalence over time. One
positive pneumococcal isolate was detected in
newborns within 6 to 12 h of birth, but 15 iso-
lates (13.9% of infants) were identified 8 weeks
later [21]. The most common suggested source
of transmission identified was older siblings,
with 57% of infants aged 2 months or younger
who tested positive for NPC having an older
sibling who was also positive for NPC. Another
prospective study followed 200 Indonesian
infants over their first year of life; NPC preva-
lence increased from 22.0% in those aged 8 to
12 weeks to 68.4% in those aged 1 year [22].
Studies in adults reported positive NPC in 11%
of those aged 45 to 70 years in Semarang [23]
and 3% of those aged 60 to 97 years in Jakarta
[24]. Additionally, one study examined NPC in
Indonesian children with HIV (Table 1) [25].

AVAILABLE VACCINES, SEROTYPE
DISTRIBUTION, AND ESTIMATED
VACCINE COVERAGE

In Indonesia, three vaccines are available to
prevent pneumococcal disease, including the
23-valent pneumococcal polysaccharide vac-
cine (PPSV23) and the 10- or 13-valent PCVs
(PCV10 [also known as PHiD-CV] and PCV13)
[1, 26, 27]. PCV10 and PCV13 consist of
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Table 1 Pneumococcal nasopharyngeal carriage rates in Indonesia
HIV Age Period of Region Setting Number of NPC Reference
status study specimens prevalence,
collected %
HIV- 0-6 1997 Lombok Community 159 41 Soewignjo
negative  months survey et al. [31]
0-24 1997 Lombok Community 484 48 Soewignjo
months survey et al. [31]
0-2 2004 Bandung Community 108 13.9 Kartasasmita
months survey et al. [21]
6-60 2010 Semarang Community 243 43 Farida et al.
months survey [23]
2-60 2012 Lombok Community 1200 46 Hadinegoro
months survey et al. [19]
2-3 2014-2015 Bandung Community 200* 22 Murad et al.
months survey [22]
12 2014-2015 Bandung Community 200° 68 Murad et al.
months survey [22]
1-2 years 2016 Bandung Community 100 64° Dunne et al.
survey [20]
1-2 years 2016 Padang Community 101 3s° Dunne et al.
survey [20]
1-2 years 2016 Lombok Community 101 50 Dunne et al.
survey [20]
0-5 years 2017 Gunungkidul Community 1008 312 Safari et al.
survey (6]
0-5 years 2017 Southwest Community 814 84 Safari et al.
Sumba survey (6]
HIV- 4-144 2012 Jakarta Outpatient 90 46 Safari et al.
positive months hospital visit [25]

NPC nasopharyngeal carriage

* Number of specimens collected per age group not provided; specimen number is for total samples collected from children

aged 2-12 months
b Estimated value

serotypes 1, 4, 5, 6B, 7F, 9V, 14, 18C, 19F, and
23F [1]. PCV13 also consists of serotypes 3, 6A,
and 19A [1]. PPSV23 includes the same ser-
otypes as PCV10 and PCV13 (except for 6A) as
well as serotypes 2, 8, 9N, 104, 11A, 12F, 15B,
17F, 20, 22, and 33F [28]. PCV10 and PCV13 are

indicated for infants and children aged 6 weeks
through 5 years. PCV13 is also indicated up to
those aged through 17 years and for adults
[29, 30]. In Indonesia, PCV13 is indicated for
children aged 6 weeks through 5 years and for
adults aged 50 years and older [27].
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Determining the most common serotypes
isolated from the population is of importance to
better understand vaccine coverage and the
potential for vaccination to reduce pneumo-
coccal disease burden in Indonesia. NPC ser-
otype data are relevant to estimate serotype
distribution because carriage and invasive ser-
otypes have been found to be similar [31]. In
1997, NPC isolates were detected in 48% of 221
children aged 25 months or younger in Lombok
Island, of which 25% and 21% were serotypes 6
and 23, respectively [31]. Overall, 61% of the
isolates were covered by serotypes contained in
the 7-valent PCV (PCV7), which was in use at
the time [31]. Similarly, serotype 6A/B was
identified in 2012 as the most common ser-
otype (22%) among 554 NPC isolates of 1200
healthy children aged 2 to 60 months in Lom-
bok Island. The other common serotypes were
19F (11%), 23F (10%), 15B/C (8%), and 19A and
14A (4% each) [19]. Overall serotype coverage
by PCV13 was 56%.

In a prospective study of infants aged 2 to
12 months in West Java, the most frequent
serotypes in NPC isolates were 6B, NT2
(an acapsular pneumococci), 19F, 23F, 34, and
15B/C [22]. Serotypes 6A, 194, and 3, which are
covered by PCV13 but not PCV10, were also
detected [32]. Results indicated that 38.4% of
carriage episodes in this region were covered by
PCV13. In Semarang, the most common NPC
isolates among children aged 6 to 60 months
were serotypes 6A/B, 15B/C, 11A, 23F, 19F, and
23A [23]. A more recent study conducted in
2016 among 302 children aged 1 to 2 years from
Bandung, Lombok, and Padang identified
15B/C as the most common serotype among
164 NPC isolates, followed by 23F, NT2, 19F,
and 6A; serotypes 19A and 3 were also detected.
Overall, 46.3% of isolates were covered by
PCV13, with regional variation in coverage
from 36% in Bandung to 58% in Padang, and
32.3% were covered by PCV10 [20].

Serotype distribution in healthy adults was
reported in two NPC studies [23, 24]. One study
identified four serotypes (3, 6A/B, 15B/C, 35F)
among 16 NPC isolates collected from 149
adults aged 60 to 97 years in Jakarta [24].
Another study of 253 adults aged 45 to 70 years

in Semarang reported that serotype 6A/B was
most common (39% of isolates) [23].

While some studies suggest that serotypes
6A/B and 15B/C are the most common NPC
serotypes among HIV-negative children
[19, 20, 22, 23], serotype 19F (followed by 19A
and 16A/B) was reported as the most frequent
serotype in 90 HIV-positive children aged 4 to
144 months in Jakarta [25]. The majority of
isolates (60%) were covered by PCV13. Never-
theless, it is difficult to determine whether this
difference is because of the HIV infection or
because of regional or temporal variation. In
adults, the most common serotype identified
among NPC isolates from 20 HIV-infected
adults carrying S. pneumoniae was 6A/B [33],
consistent with findings in children [19, 22, 23]
and adults who are HIV-negative [23].

ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE
IN INDONESIA

The highest rates of antibiotic resistance
worldwide have been consistently reported in
Asia [34], and a surveillance study conducted by
the Asian Network for Surveillance of Resistant
Pathogens from 2008/2009 suggested that the
number of resistant strains may be increasing
[35]. Specifically in this study, macrolide resis-
tance was more common than previously
observed in Asia and compared with rates
reported in Western countries. The prevalence
of multidrug resistance was 59.3%. Many
pneumococcal serotypes have been reported as
being resistant to commonly used antibiotics,
including penicillins, macrolides, cephalospor-
ins, and co-trimoxazole [1]. Certain serotypes in
particular (i.e., 6B, 9V, 14, 19A, 19F, 23F) are
most likely to be associated with antibiotic
resistance [1].

Several studies investigating NPC and ser-
otype distribution in Indonesia reported
decreased susceptibility to common antibiotics.
In a 1997 study of NPC among Indonesian
children in Lombok, 12% of isolates were
resistant to at least one of the four antibiotics
tested, but none were resistant to all [32]. All
strains were susceptible to penicillin, and 91%
were susceptible to sulfamethoxazole. In an
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NPC study conducted 15 years later among
children in Lombok, only 72% of isolated
strains were still susceptible to penicillin and
38% were susceptible to sulfamethoxazole/
trimethoprim [19]. An NPC study in Semarang
identified high levels of antibiotic resistance
among children and adults, with 24% of strains
resistant to penicillin and 45% of strains resis-
tant to sulfamethoxazole/trimethoprim [23].
Hence, guidelines now recommend oral
administration of amoxicillin for mild pneu-
monia in children, replacing the previously
commonly used sulfamethoxazole/trimetho-
prim [36, 37].

Antibiotic resistance rates were even higher
in two studies of individuals with HIV living in
Jakarta. In children with HIV, 67%, 59%, and
38% of the isolated strains were resistant to
penicillin, sulfamethoxazole/trimethoprim, or
multiple drugs, respectively [25]. In adults with
HIV, corresponding percentages were 45%,
85%, and 45%, respectively [33].

IMPACT OF PNEUMOCOCCAL
VACCINATION IN ASIA

Worldwide, substantial progress has been made
in increasing PCV vaccination coverage in
children. In 2020, 159 countries had introduced
a PCV in their national immunization program
(NIP), including 60 Global Alliance for Vaccines
and Immunizations (Gavi) countries; 15 plan to
introduce PCVs in their NIP, 120 have intro-
duced PCV13, 32 have introduced PCV10, and 7
have introduced both vaccines in their pro-
grams [38]. Many Asian countries (e.g., Cam-
bodia, Philippines, Taiwan, Singapore, India)
have recently introduced PCVs into their rou-
tine NIP [39-44]. The schedule of PCVs varies by
country (e.g., a two- or three-dose primary series
followed by a 12-month booster, a three-dose
primary series at ages 6, 10, and 14 weeks) [45].
In Indonesia, PCVs have been recommended in
the private sector by the Indonesian Pediatric
Society (IPS) since 2006, with suggested sched-
uled doses at ages 2, 4, and 6 months followed
by a booster at 12 to 15 months of age [46, 47].
The schedule used in the regional immuniza-
tion program in Lombok included a two-dose

primary series at 2 and 3 months of age fol-
lowed by a 12-month booster [48].

An estimated 47% of the world’s infants
(64.1 million) are receiving PCV, according to
2017 WHO/UNICEF estimates of national
immunization coverage [38]. In 2018, in certain
Asian countries which have recently introduced
PCVs into their NIP, the PCV coverage rate
(three-dose) was 93% in Cambodia, 82% in
Singapore, 60% in Philippines, and 44% in
India [49]. In contrast, in 2019, the PCV cover-
age rate for the same three-dose schedule in
Indonesia was only 8% [50]; this low coverage
rate is likely because PCV vaccines are only
administered in private settings and the
regional vaccination program was only initiated
recently [51].

Pneumococcal Vaccination in Indonesia:
Practices and Barriers

Indonesia’s geography (an archipelago with
more than 16,000 islands) and large birth
cohort present challenges for implementing
immunization programs [13]. Despite these
challenges, the NIP intends for each infant to
receive complete basic immunization, with a
2018 Strategic Plan target of 92.5% [13]. Strong
efforts have been made to date, resulting in an
achievement of 90.6%, with as many as 13 out
of 34 Indonesian provinces (38%) reaching that
target [13].

The WHO has stated that PCVs are effica-
cious, well tolerated, and cost-effective and
should be included in all childhood immu-
nization programs worldwide [1]. Further, a
recent study indicated that implementing a
national PCV immunization plan in Indonesia
would be highly cost-effective [52]. Currently,
good progress has been made with introducing
PCVs as a regional immunization program,
beginning with PCV13 in East and West Lom-
bok districts of West Nusa Tenggara Province in
2017 [48, 51]. PCVs were expanded to Bangka
Belitung Province in 2018-2019 and the
remaining districts of West Nusa Tenggara
Province in 2019 [51, 53].

Barriers to PCV vaccination remain substan-
tial, with a concern being limited international
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funding available to cover national implemen-
tation [54]. Amid other nationwide health
reforms related to financial responsibility for
the NIP, Indonesia may face several logistical
challenges, including delivery of vaccines and
coordination of immunization programs, and a
large financial burden as new vaccines are
introduced in the coming years [55]. In addi-
tion, a qualitative study conducted in 2011 on
knowledge, perceptions, and attitudes of
Indonesian mothers and healthcare providers
toward PCVs showed that both populations had
limited knowledge about PCVs [56]. Therefore,
increasing awareness about pneumococcal dis-
ease and its prevention also needs to be
addressed.

Indonesia currently lacks a national surveil-
lance program to assess the true burden of
bacterial respiratory illnesses in the country [6].
As such the implementation of a PCV program
in Indonesia may be hampered by the lack of
country-wide estimates of pneumococcal dis-
ease [23]. Such barriers could potentially be
overcome through national surveillance
efforts—both for the detection of S. pneumoniae
and determination of serotype distribution in
the country. Strengthening infrastructure for
laboratory-based diagnostic methods for the
detection of S. pneumoniae including culture-
based detection methods, urine antigen detec-
tion, and polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-
based assays remain crucial to this goal [57].
Further, rapid, sensitive, and cost-effective
methods are needed to understand the true
serotype distribution of S. pneumoniae in coun-
tries such as Indonesia [58]. Recently, a novel
technique called loop-mediated isothermal
amplification (LAMP) has been developed for
the serotype-specific identification of S. pneu-
moniae and was found to be as sensitive as tra-
ditional PCR-based assays in its ability to detect
and identify up to S5 different S. pneumoniae
serotypes [58]. Importantly, in contrast to PCR-
based assays, the LAMP technique does not
require specialized equipment [58]. This cost-
effective methodology could be easily deployed
by Indonesian authorities to both rural and
urban areas of the country and thus could
improve estimates of pneumococcal disease
burden in the region [58]. In turn, accurate

estimates of pneumococcal disease would allow
governmental authorities to make more
informed decisions regarding PCV implemen-
tation in Indonesia.

Lessons Learned from Other Countries
in Asia

Studies in other Asian countries have indicated
that PCV introduction to the NIP led to reduc-
tion in IPD incidence. For example, a study
conducted in a hospital in Siem Reap, Cambo-
dia, before the introduction of PCV13, showed
that colonization of PCV13 serotypes accounted
for 62.7% of NPC isolates from outpatients and
88.4% of IPD isolates [59]. In the year following
PCV13 introduction, when PCV13 coverage was
66% in children aged less than 1 year living in
Siem Reap, PCV13 serotype colonization
decreased from 57.6% to 41.5% (P = 0.0001)
[40]. A study in Mongolia showed that 1 year
after the introduction of PCV13 in 2016, vac-
cine serotype carriage in children (aged 12-23
months) and unvaccinated infants (aged 5-8
weeks) decreased by 52% and 51%, respectively
[60]. Prior to vaccine introduction, PCV13 ser-
otypes made up 70% and 45% of all pneumo-
cocci tested in children and infants,
respectively. Of note, PCV13 coverage was 84%
and 0% for Mongolian children and infants
surveyed in the study. Similarly, a study in the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic showed that
PCV13 serotype carriage prevalence 2 years after
PCV inclusion in the NIP was significantly
reduced in surveyed children (aged 12-23
months) [61]. Vaccine coverage was 90% for the
children. However, pneumococcal carriage
prevalence of PCV13 serotypes did not signifi-
cantly change for unvaccinated infants (aged
5-8 weeks). For children and infants, PCV13
serotypes comprised 55% and 45%, respectively,
of all pneumococci tested prior to vaccine
introduction.

In the Philippines, a study conducted
between 2007 and 2009 reported that the inci-
dence of IPD in children aged 28 days to less
than 5 years was between 25.38 and 33.49 cases
per 100,000 individuals [62]. Subsequently, in
2013, PCV10 was initially introduced as part of
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the government immunization program in the
two regions with the highest pneumonia bur-
den [39]. A year later, the government intro-
duced PCV13 with a 3 + 0 vaccination schedule
in several other regions to cover the three
additional serotypes present locally [39]. Labo-
ratory-based surveillance of S. pneumoniae from
301 isolates collected across the country
revealed that vaccine serotype coverage of
PCV13 for the pediatric population was 71.2%
[63]. A subsequent cost—utility analysis recom-
mended that PCVs be included in the NIP and
concluded that PCV13 would achieve better
value than PCV10. However, the authors noted
that decision makers need to consider the long-
term affordability and sustainability of PCV
implementation [64].

In India, 33.7% of mortality in those 1-59
months of age is attributable to pneumonia
[65]. A meta-analysis of four clinical studies
showed that 30% to 40% of all severe pneu-
monia in Indian children is pneumococcal, and
approximately 123,000 to 164,000 annual
deaths in children aged less than 5 years are
projected to be attributed to pneumococcal
pneumonia [66]. As per modeling-based esti-
mates conducted in 2010 in children aged less
than S5 years, 560,000 severe pneumococcal
pneumonia cases and 105,000 pneumococcal
pneumonia deaths were estimated [67]. A
2009-2011 hospital-based surveillance study of
children aged 28 days to less than S years
reported the overall estimated incidence rate for
IPD to be 17.8 cases per 100,000 children [68]. A
systematic literature review documented the
diverse serotypes of pneumococcus isolated
from various parts of India; coverage of PCV10
was estimated to range from 61% to 68% and
PCV13 from 74% to 92% [42]. In addition,
currently available PCV formulations included
67.3% to 78.4% of all serotypes contributing to
IPD among children aged S years or younger.
Serotypes 14 and 19A were represented in most
of the geographic regions studied in the
reviewed articles. In 2017, India started a PCV13
immunization program with Gavi support in
select states, representing 20% of the country’s
birth cohort; a 2 + 1 vaccination schedule at
age 6 weeks, 14 weeks, and 9 months is being
used [42, 43, 69].

In addition, several studies in Asian coun-
tries outside of Indonesia have shown that PCV
can reduce antibiotic resistance rates. For
example, PCV13 was gradually introduced in
Taiwan beginning in 2011 and resulted in a 69%
reduction in IPD incidence between 2012 and
2017 in children aged O to 5 years [41, 70]. One
study of pneumococcal isolates collected from
children and adolescents at a large Taiwanese
hospital during 2012 to 2016 showed that ser-
otypes 19F and 19A had the highest penicillin
non-susceptibility rates [71]. Antibiotic resis-
tance rates of serotype 19F significantly
decreased between 2012 and 2014 (90.9% to
61.5%), but then increased to 100% in 2016.
However, rates for serotype 19A decreased fol-
lowing PCV13 introduction (91.3% in 2012 to
69.2% in 2016). Similarly, a second study from
the same hospital in Taiwan showed that the
penicillin resistance rates in pediatric and adult
pneumococcal isolates decreased following
PCV13 introduction (27.8% in 2012 to 8.1% in
2014) [41]. The highest penicillin resistant rates
were observed for serotypes 19A and 19F, which
decreased from 51.5% and 41.7% to 14.3% and
17.9%, respectively, over the 2-year observation
period. In Japan, PCV13 was first introduced in
late 2013; a nationwide study analyzing pneu-
mococcal disease from 2012 to 2014 in Japanese
individuals aged 2 months to 16 years showed
that the percentages of IPD isolates non-sus-
ceptible to penicillin and cefotaxime decreased
during this study period [72].

Studies in other Asian countries have also
indicated that wider implementation of a PCV
immunization program may have a favorable
cost benefit. A study in Bhutan showed that
PCV13 introduction into the nationwide
extended program would decrease healthcare
costs by 13.6% over 5 years; the authors deter-
mined that the vaccine would not only be cost-
effective but also substantially reduce the
workload for providers in Bhutan [73]. Overall,
these studies suggest that widespread vaccina-
tion against pneumococcal disease, including
PCV programs in Asia, may have demonstrable
benefit for both costs and disease burden in
Indonesia.
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CONCLUSIONS

Pneumococcal disease is a substantial public
health burden in Indonesia; however, there is
an overall lack of comprehensive surveillance
data. Contemporary data and high quality dis-
ease surveillance are critical for better elucidat-
ing pneumococcal disease burden, serotype
distribution, and antibiotic resistance among
the Indonesian population to ensure their pro-
tection against pneumococcal disease. Pneu-
mococcal-related studies have been conducted
in different areas in the country as supporting
scientific data for the rationale for PCV intro-
duction. Overall, a national approach to disease
surveillance and vaccination is needed to
ensure that Indonesian children are fully pro-
tected from pneumococcal disease. Although
Indonesia has not yet included PCVs in the NIP,
progress has been made by initiating the vacci-
nation as a regional program in selected
provinces. This progress is a positive step
towards reducing the incidence of pneumococ-
cal disease in Indonesian children.
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